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WELCOME FROM THE EDITORS
Welcome to the August edition. Do note our Advertisers Index on page 43. Our very own
Jo Eates, of the Post Office, has been awarded a Local Hero accolade by Wealden MP, Nus
Ghani. Congratulations Jo! Very well deserved.
There have been reports of thefts from unlocked post boxes in Five Ashes. If you have a
post box rather than a letterbox in your front door, please ensure it is locked at all times
and that the key is not stored in the lock. Read the Parish Council News for more
information.
Finally, this Newsletter is not the Mayfacs Newsletter, as some readers appear to believe.
They are being inundated with queries about subscriptions to the Newsletter. Please do
not contact Mayfacs about your subscription – Shirley and her team have enough to do.
Instead, please either call, one of our Editors, Jeanette Hore, on 872975 or email the
Newsletter address below.
We hope you have a wonderful summer break.
Jeanette Hore & Philip James – Editors

DEADLINES AND HOW TO CONTACT US
MONTHLY SUBMISSIONS to mayPeldnewsletter2012@gmail.com by noon on the 15th.
Please include your organisation, name or the topic of your copy in the ‘Subject’ line of
your email. Submissions must show the subject, name of author and a contact number in
case of queries. No anonymous submissions will be accepted.
FOR BLACK/WHITE & COLOUR ADVERTISING email: mfanadvertising@gmail.com.
Deadline for booking advertising is the 10th with copy and bank (OR CHEQUE) payment by
15TH.
FOR ANNUAL £25 SUBSCRIPTIONS AND GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS You can pay online as
follows:- To Mayfield & Five Ashes Newsletter; NatWest Bank, Sort Code 60-10-30;
Account No. 60849975 or by cheque sent to Mrs. J. Hutton, Dovestone Cottage, Shirley
Road, Mayfield, TN20 6BG

USEFUL INFORMATION
POST OFFICE - Closed SATURDAY, 14TH AUGUST – 28TH AUGUST
NATWEST MOBILE BANKING SERVICE: The service operates on Mondays (except Bank
Holiday Mondays) from 1.15 to 2.15pm in the Memorial Hall car park
LOCATION OF DEFIBRILLATORS: Five Ashes Primary School
accessible from the
pavement; Woodhill Surgery - in the entrance porch; Mayfield Primary School - on the wall
by steps to main entrance. Defibrillators are housed in weatherproof boxes and are
accessible 24/7. Full audio prompts guide you through as soon as you open the lid.
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FEATURES
“I HAVE SAP IN MY VEINS!” SAYS
STEVEN MOORE OF RAPKYNS
NURSERY

Steven Moore provides some good
soundbites: “People think we go to the
Bahamas in the winter” he told Helen
Yemm, the Daily Telegraph’s Gardening
correspondent in April 2019, but that idea
could not be further from the truth! Steven,
working with his long-term life and
business partner, Morag Hockin, (along
with a couple of knowledgeable parttimers, Claudine and Rory), owns and runs
Rapkyns Nursery in Street End Lane, Broad
Oak, all daylight hours, year in year out,
and talking to Steven and Morag, you
know immediately that holidays are far
from their minds, as the Nursery is clearly a
full-time occupation.

The Nursery takes its name from the
Rapkyns Estate, near Horsham, on part of
which Steven began his independent
career as a nurseryman. He moved the
Nursery to Broad Oak in 1992, onto land
then owned by his farmer uncle, Dennis
Brickell, who left it to Steven 17 years ago,
when he died. Dennis’s brother, Henry, still
has a farm in Witherenden, which is now
managed by his son, Guy Brickell. Some
readers may remember that I interviewed
Guy a while back, about his new meat
brand called ‘The Sussex Showman’. Guy’s
brother is Grant Brickell, who is well-known
locally as a landscape and garden
designer, and Rory, Grant’s son, is Steven’s
part-timer mentioned above. Working the
land is therefore certainly in this extended
family’s blood!
Aged 12, Steven had his own vegetable
plot in his parents’ garden in Newick and
he knew from then that ‘growing’ was his
future. Indeed, he took over caring for the
whole garden, despite the fact that his
parents were also interested in gardening
and his mother encouraged him greatly.
His passion, however, for gardening, (he
calls it “farming with plants”), he believes
comes from his grandfather, with whom he
had growing competitions, and he also
used to help his Uncle Dennis on the land
in Broad Oak in the school holidays. He
worked at Borde Hill Gardens, just outside
Haywards Heath, when he left school,
undertook a three-year training course at
Hadlow College, and then moved on to
run Tate (now Hillyers) Garden Centre in
Horsham. It was then that he set up his
Nursery on the Rapkyns land in his spare
time. In 1992, while working full-time as
Planteria Manager at Millbrook Garden
Centre in Crowborough, he decided to
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also run Rapkyns part-time from the land in
Broad Oak, starting with one polytunnel.
Steven and Morag have built up the
business based on a philosophy of
providing unusual and high-quality plants
for every month of the year, at reasonable
prices, meaning at least a third cheaper
than you would pay at most garden
centres, if indeed you could find some
types there at all. All 1500 varieties of their
plants are grown originally from seed,
cuttings, division, and some from plugs,
with more than 30,000 plants grown each
year, and Steven says that he knows about
every plant, what it is and what conditions
it needs to thrive. No wonder he says he
has sap in his veins!
5

Salvias are Steven’s speciality, of which he
has 60 varieties, all grown from last year’s
cuttings, and which undergo numerous
stages of rooting, over-wintering, potting
and re-potting, both at home in Hadlow
Down and at the Nursery, before being
ready for sale.
All plants sold at nurseries and garden
centres generally go through a number of
growing stages which are time-consuming.
The difference between most garden
centres and Rapkyns Nursery, however, is
that Steven does not seek to pass on the
whole cost of this process to the consumer,
and that is one aspect that makes the

Nursery such a draw to their customers, of
which there are many.
Indeed, Rapkyns needs no advertising.
Virtually all their customer base has been
established by word of mouth, largely
through holding plant stalls, over many
years, at farmers’ markets, charity and NGS
Open Garden events, which is how the
business first started. They also supply
several local landscapers, to whom
Rapkyns is especially attractive at the
present time, with the national shortage of
plants arising from lack of delivery drivers
and increased demand from those
spending money, saved during the
pandemic, on enhancing their gardens.
The last 18 months or so have, however,
been hard for Rapkyns, particularly the
cold spring and recent wet this year, when
they lost a lot of plants. Lockdown also
meant they could not go to plant sales,
and customers could not come to them.
Since the end of the first lockdown last
year, however, they have opened from
Tuesday to Saturday and business has
improved immeasurably, to the extent of
having socially distanced queues outside,
for which they thoughtfully provided
seating!
Nevertheless, if they are not open, you
would still not know where to find them on
the road from Mayfield to Broad Oak, as
they only put a sign out during opening
hours. That would explain why it has taken
me so long to discover the charmingly
unpretentious and hugely successful
approach to ‘farming with plants’ which
Rapkyns Nursery has established over the
last 30 years, and I am so glad I have. Do
go along and make that discovery too, if
you have not done so already.
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Visit Rapkyns Nursery: Tuesday-Saturday,
March-October inclusive, 10am-5pm
S t re e t E n d L a n e , B ro a d O a k , N r.
Heathfield, East Sussex TN21 8UB
Tel: 07771 916933/01825 830065 (answer
machine)
Email:rapkynsnursery@hotmail.com;
www.rapkynsnursery.co.uk
Sue Smith

SUSSEX WILDLIFE TRUST
The Good, The Bad and The Hairy
Once upon a time in the West Country.
Dartmoor. August. High noon. A young
boy wanders away from a family picnic.
The sun beats down, buzzards cry and
circle overhead. He is startled by a short,
snappy rattle like bullets spinning in a
revolver. Suddenly he is face-to-face with
an amazing creature. A fly, but a fly like no
other. The boy reaches for his camera but
he's too slow. With a rattle the fly launches
itself into the air and is gone.
That first encounter with the Hornet
robberfly is one of my earliest and most
vivid wildlife memories and had a huge
impact on me. I searched through all my 'ISpy' and 'Spotter's Guide' books, but
couldn't find anything that looked
remotely like the beast I had seen. For
years I believed I had encountered some
weird, mythical beast and I vowed to hunt
one down and photograph it to prove its
existence. They don't come much weirder
than the hornet robberfly. There are 28
species of robberfly in Britain and the
hornet robberfly is the leader of this wild
bunch. At up to 28mm long, it is Britain's
biggest fly with a dusty yellow abdomen
giving it a hornet-like resemblance. It has
huge oval black eyes and a big ginger
beard, the overall appearance lying
somewhere between an alien and

Yosemite Sam. The rootin', tootin'
robberfly is a ferocious critter, although
they never bother humans. But a
grasshopper's knees start knocking at the
mere mention of its name.
Like all good western bandits, they'll wait
on a high point in their long grass
landscape until an unfortunate
grasshopper wanders into their valley.
Then, with their rattling, buzzing war-cry,
they'll swoop down and snatch up their
victim in their hairy legs. Hornet robberflies
dispatch their prey with a lethal weapon - a
sharp beak which pierces a grasshopper's
tough armour and drains the very life from
them. They lay their eggs on cowpats and
their young bury into the soil, where they
hunt underground for three years before
emerging as adults in late summer. Hornet
robberflies are extremely rare and getting
rarer; a vanishing memory of a bygone age
when our countryside was truly wild and
not sterilised by insecticides. I had to wait
decades to see another hornet robberfly. I

Michael Blencowe

was drifting through
the high plains of
Sussex when I heard
a rattle from behind
me and I was
instantly transported
back to that little boy
on Dartmoor. This
time I was ready. My
hand tightened
around my camera.
Ready to draw, point
and shoot as I turned
to face an old friend.
This August, organise
a posse and head out
into ‘them thar’
South Downs hills for
a wildlife walk and
see what varmints
you can find.

DUNSTAN EPHEMERA
The miracle of rotating the church building
at Mayfield was added to by the fable of
Dunstan, grabbing the Devil by the nose.
This fable became a colourful and popular
story in both Glastonbury and Mayfield,
where both places proudly displayed the
"genuine" set of tongs. These fables
provided much entertainment, particularly
in the late Victorian period. MA Lower,
wrote in 1861: “The railway whistle has
frightened away ghosts, and witches and
fairies for ever, and ere long, most traces,
not of superstition only, but of gross
ignorance and rusticity will inevitably
disappear.” He describes the fable in
exaggerated language which betrays his
scepticism: “Mayfield Place was the scene
of that terrific encounter. It was there (and
not at Glastonbury as some ill-informed
chroniclers assert) that the fiend appeared
7

to the saint in the guise of a fair lady, and
that Dunstan, being at the time engaged
in his favourite recreation of forging a
horseshoe, on perceiving a cloven hoof
protruding from the voluminous folds of
the infernal crinoline, seized the Demon's
nose with his red-hot pincers. (The pincers
as well as the Saint's anvil and hammer still
exist at Mayfield as irrefragable evidence
of the statement). On the application of
the hot iron, the evil one burst through the
roof of the building, Dunstan holding on at
the other end of the forceps, with that
pertinacity that ever distinguished his
conduct. Away they went through the air,
with the speed of a rifle bullet, a full
league of space, until the sulphurous
composition of the nasal organ gave way
to the heat of the implement, and the saint
fell to the ground near a bridge which still
bears his name. In order to cool his tongs,
Dunstan took a leisurely walk to Tunbridge
Wells, into the waters of which he thrust
them, and hence the taste of quenched
iron which even to this day those waters
retain!” (SAC 13 1861 p221-2).
MA Lower, a Heathfield schoolmaster, was
perhaps goaded into this response by the
promotion of the legend in Mayfield.
William Courthope writes that in the 1830s
the "genuine" tongs were on display in the
Old Palace Farmhouse. The following was
for sale price sixpence: “Manuscript verses
framed and preserved at the Place House,
Mayfield” at about the same time.
St. Dunstan
While at his forge the sooty saint
Old Hobson's plough-share laid,
In came Old Scratch, with vile intent,
In form of buxom maid.
In vain all wanton tricks she tries
The blacksmith to ensnare;

For as beneath her coats he spies
The cloven hoofs appear.
Ha! Ha! quoth Vulcan, Is it so?
Your errand you disclose
And for your tricks before you go,
By G... I'll singe your nose.
No need had Dunstan far to look
A proper tool to seek
And with his red hot tongs he took
The Devil by the beak.
How hastily at that same time
His patient's rostrum stunk!
While Vulcan pinched, Nick roared and
winced,
Like any carted punk.
Safe then from any hellish rout
Mayfieldians! ye may sleep;
Long as the old Satan has a snout
And you the forceps keep.
Legends are flexible things: Hilaire Belloc
makes Dunstan the central figure in the
Devil’s Dyke story, changing saints from
Cuthman to Dunstan. How seriously he
takes this can be seen from the following:
“St Dunstan, then, who was a Sussex man
(for he was born a little this side of
Ardingly, whatever false chroniclers may
say against it, and was the son of Mr
Dunstan, of the Leas, a very honest man),
St Dunstan, I say, having taken orders,
which was his own look out, and no
business of ours, very rapidly rose from
sub-deacon to deacon, and from deacon
to priest, and from priest to bishop, and
would certainly have risen to be Pope in
due time, had he not wisely preferred to
live in this dear county of his instead of
wasting himself on foreigners.” Belloc has
the end of the story located in Mayfield:
Anyhow, when the Devil got to Mayfield
8

he asked where St Dunstan was, and they told him he was saying Mass. So the Devil had to
wait, pawing and chawing and whisking his tail, until St Dunstan would come out, which he
did very leisurely and smiling, and asked the Devil how the devil he did. Belloc, writing in
1902, decides that the Devil speaks in German, which shows how easy it is to adapt such
stories. (The Four Men).
In 1949 the Mayfield Directory contained the startling claim that Dunstan was born here.
Tim Cornish
BOOK CORNER
"Expectations" by Anna Hope, 2019
I truly enjoyed this novel which is warmly applauded by critics, though inevitably with some
mixed reactions. The theme is a
contemporary one which explores ways by which modern women can find themselves
sadly betrayed by the expectations they have formed while still young, a theme which
some reviewers feel has now become hackneyed and is better dealt with elsewhere.
Nevertheless, I quickly became engrossed with the lives of the three young inseparables,
Cate, Hannah and Lissa. All three characters are thrown together as university students and
flat-sharers, and their lives become deeply intertwined. With the exuberance of youth,
each friend harbours bright hopes for the future believing indeed that the world really is
their oyster.
Time proves otherwise, however, and ten years later, when the friends meet up again, each
having embarked on their own separate journeys, they all learn of each other’s
disillusionment in careers and relationships. As the mother of one tells her "You’ve had
everything. The fruits of our labour. The fruits of our activism. And what have you done
with it?”
This however poses the question, have these seemingly lucky young female products of
the late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries really had everything, or is the promise of
present-day feminism little more than a mirage? Cate has married, but is worn down by
motherhood and the domination of her mother-in-law, as a result of which she and her
husband have gradually become estranged. Hannah has a promising career and appears
on the surface to lead a well-organised life, having married in her early twenties, yet she is
shattered by her inability to conceive. Beautiful Lissa, not married, appears at first to be
firmly succeeding as an actress, but, as time goes on, suitable parts become increasingly
difficult to find and she struggles to remain solvent.
The story zig-zags back and forth continuously through time, which readers can sometimes
find confusing. Moreover, the constant bickering between the three often makes one
wonder how their friendship manages to survive. Nevertheless, there is much here which I
believe women of all age groups can identify with, and I love Hope’s beautiful writing
style.This novel poses some interesting questions regarding family relationships, the
problems which can ensue in close friendships, and above all women’s position in our own
times. Anna Hope is also the author of the highly acclaimed novels "Wake" and "The
Ballroom".
Cynthia M. Baker
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Recommended Reads
Two books from the Noughties. Our reviewer has commented:- “The Line of Beauty is a bit
racy so I hope Mayfield can cope with it!”
Alan Hollinghurst ‘The Line of Beauty’ (2004)
Take a trip back to the 80s in this highly-charged and skilfully written novel. It follows Nick
Guest, an innocent, in his pursuit of beauty set against a backcloth of Thatcherism.
Lorna Sage ‘Bad Blood’ (2000)
A compelling autobiography published just before the untimely death of this renowned
academic and literary critic. Her vitality and exuberance are more than evident as she tells
her story of survival.

UP AND DOWN THE HIGH STREET
Congratulations to Jo Eates on receiving the accolade of ‘Local Hero’ from local MP Nus
Ghani, as nominated by Parish Residents. That we have a Post office at all is due to Jo’s
courage and fortitude in adding to her existing ‘Rusden’s Home’ business, and the fact she
has kept going throughout the trials and tribulations of COVID is a great service to all of
us. Always with a cheery greeting and willing to help, Jo has kept our spirits up.
Jo is taking a well deserved break from 14th-28th August and, despite all her best
efforts, she has not been able to Pnd cover so the Post OfPce will be closed during
this time. Come back refreshed Jo!
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VILLAGE PEOPLE
FREYA HUXTABLE - MAYFACS AND
SO MUCH MORE….
Many of you will know or have seen Freya in
the village. She is always busy, normally
doing things for the good of others and I
was grateful that she agreed to take time
out of her busy schedule to be interviewed
for the Newsletter this month.
She has lived in Mayfield on and off since
the age of five, attended the Primary school
here, followed by Bennett Memorial School
in Tunbridge Wells and took a degree at the
University of Bristol in Early Childhood
Studies. This qualification led to a job in

London setting up Children’s Centres for
Sure Start, and it was during this time that
she met her future husband Gary who
worked for the Ministry of Defence Police.
They returned to Mayfield in 2004, following

a family tragedy in which Freya lost both
her parents, her sister and her sister’s
boyfriend in a car accident. They decided
to stay in Mayfield, set up home in the
family house and start a family. Their
children Oban and Arwen are now 12 and
9 respectively.
Most people know of Freya’s work with
Mayfacs but she has other strings to her
bow and is often doing several jobs
concurrently. She has a love of flowers,
which started early on in her life and aged
12 she would walk down to George’s
flower shop in the High Street and help
him out on a Saturday. He taught her a

great deal about floristry, and her
knowledge enabled her to work part-time
in a flower shop while at University, as well
as doing the flowers for her friends’
weddings. She is now part of the team at
the Flower House snipping and arranging
to her heart’s content. Freya has also
11

always been interested in working with
children, and despite having recently
completed five years as Chair of the
Mayfield Primary School PTA, still intends
to be actively involved in school events in
some capacity. She has also worked at the
school and Pre-School as an Individual
Needs Assistant, supporting a child with
autism.
Freya has been part of the Mayfacs team
for three years and is involved with a
myriad of activities for all ages. She works
on making the village dementia-friendly
and is encouraging local businesses to
become ‘Dementia Friends’ and sign up to
the Wealden Dementia Action Alliance
Charter. She sees this as something which
can benefit the whole community by
encouraging greater understanding and
empathy in local shops. Staff training via
expert trainers is provided, which increases
awareness of the difficulties and issues that
some people face when out shopping.
This could be someone who is unsteady on
their feet, or who may be visually impaired,
as well as one who might struggle to find
the right money in their purse. She also coordinates Mayfacs Community Transport
whereby volunteers take people to
medical appointments and organises Tea
and Chat on Tuesdays in Mayfield and on
Wednesdays in Five Ashes, Yarners on a
Monday and Toddlers on a Wednesday.
Last but not least, she is part of the team
running
‘The Shed’ down at
Merrieweathers, which opened at the
beginning of July, (as shown on our Front
Cover0where people can now go and
engage with practical tasks in a sociable
environment. Many of the activities have
been directly affected by Covid
regulations, but it is hoped that most
activities will start running more normally
very soon. Freya expressed concern about

the impact of the pandemic on individuals
in the community, and that people may
have been affected by all the restrictions
and trauma of the last eighteen months.
She emphasised that grass-roots
organisations like Mayfacs can play an
important part in identifying mental health
and other issues, and she looks forward to
when the new surgery is adjacent to the
Mayfacs office, enabling easy referrals in
both directions.
Freya is in her element when working with
and helping people in the community and
she welcomes the challenges that come
her way, not quite knowing what each day
will bring. She is sometimes seen in the
village as the ‘go to’ person for any
problem that may arise, Freya will do her
best, but she doesn’t have a magic wand!
Mayfield is lucky to have such a pro-active,
positive and energetic person in its midst.
Thank you Freya. You are amazing!
Barbara Murray
MARK DELSTANCHE – ROWING SOLO
FROM NEW YORK-LONDON - UPDATE
At the time of writing (July 15th) Mark is
now more than halfway across the Atlantic
(although not quite halfway home!). He has
rowed a staggering 1735 nautical miles in
the last 31 days. He has had two
capsizes.He has seen whales, dolphins,
sharks....
For all your generous donations so far THANK YOU! Mark is undertaking this
most phenomenal challenge and is hoping
to raise as much for his charities as
possible.Every single penny helps and
spurs him on to get him back home to us.
All your fantastic messages are also passed
on so a big thank you from Mark and me keep following! Please do visit http://
www.northatlanticsolo.com to donate and
track.
Here is his latest update:
12

With the 'nasty Northerlies' of yesterday
finally subsiding, and having had a
reasonable night’s sleep , it's time to get
back on the oars for this morning’s session.
The winds have thankfully come around a
little more to the Northwest which, though
not ideal, will give me a bit more of a
shove eastward. With useful currents being
harder to come by the further east I push,
the priority will now be to keep the winds
and swells on my stern as much as
possible which, come the 17th July should
help to push me homewards, if only for a
short while.
A bit of great news is that it looks like I've
passed the halfway mark across the
Atlantic. Not of the whole voyage, just the
big blue bit in the middle which I'm really
pleased about, given that I've only been
out here a month, so I can start to enjoy

my rations a bit more, without the fear of
having a week left to row with only a hold
full of couscous and scrambled egg
meals ,which is a massive relief!!!
I've had it verified that the disappearing
dot on my chart plotter was indeed Dinger
Bell (another solo rower), which means it'll
be very close as to who finishes first, me in
London or him in Falmouth, but whatever
the outcome I obviously wish him a safe
onward passage on board 'Billy No Mates'.
Now, where is Mr Rivers on Row Sentinel?
Helene & Mark Delstanche
Eds: You can find all the latest on Marks’
progress at ‘Square Peg’ on Facebook.
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OUR SCHOOLS
MAYFIELD PRE-SCHOOL UPDATE
It's been a busy year as usual for the PreSchool with lots going on for the little ones
to enjoy. This term they have watched
tadpoles turn into baby frogs, enjoyed
taking part in their Sports Day, welcomed a
new volunteer, Joanna, who will be coming
in to read to the children on a regular basis,
had baby lambs come to visit them and had
a trip to the Fire Station!
We have some exciting events to look
forward to in the autumn for your diary. Our
English Wine Tasting Night in association
with Balfour, Hush Heath Estate, has been
rescheduled for Thursday, 23rd September
and we have a new event, a Comedy Night
featuring 4 professional comedians on
Saturday, 16th October.
The children leaving the Pre-School to start
school in September are looking forward to
their Leavers’ Party next week and we wish
them all the very best as they begin their
school journey. We also can't wait to
welcome the new children starting with us
in September. If you would like to register
your child for the Pre-School please give
them a call on 872523.
Becky Morris - Pre-School Chairman

FIVE ASHES PRIMARY SCHOOL
It has been an extremely busy term here at Five Ashes Primary School. Thankfully we were
able to hold our whole school Sports Day on the Village Field, with parents and family able
to share the magical afternoon in the sun. Our Key Stage Two children have been working
extraordinarily hard and performed ‘Beauty and the Beast’ to the younger children, which
was absolutely brilliant. Our year 6 children also got to have a fabulous day at Knockhatch,
to celebrate what a wonderful team they have been. We will be having a small Goodbye
ceremony in St. Dunstan’s church before we break up. It has been a year which we will
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never forget and on reflection, it has shown what a strong community the school has and it
will never be forgotten. Darren Gurr, Head of School
MAYFIELD CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
KingPshers, Year 4
Kingfishers became Ancient Egyptians for the day thanks to a visit by the ‘Living History
Workshop’ (and to parents, of course). The children got dressed up and took part in a
carousel of activities, finding out lots of facts and having lots of fun. Best of all, the teachers
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and parents managed to keep it as a complete surprise! The verdict from Kingfishers: a
resounding double thumbs up!
Walking For Mr Kempson
Back in September 2020 all of the staff and pupils at Mayfield Primary School were deeply
saddened by the death of Mr Kempson. He was a huge part of our school family and he
was a great support to pupils and teachers alike over his years at Mayfield.

On Monday, 14th June, which would have been his 61st birthday, the school joined
together to raise money in his memory, with a sponsored walk around Court Meadow in
aid of Cancer Research UK.
We were also joined by Mr. Kempson’s wife, Diana, and his daughter Megan, who officially
opened Mr. Kempson’s memorial bench.
It was a really hot day but the children were amazing and all completed the course. In total
the school have raised so far over £4000, which we hope will help more treatments and
cures to be found.

Key Stage 1 Trip
On Tuesday, 6th July all the children in Robins, Pipits and Bramblings classes went on a
school trip to Drusilla’s Park! Before getting on the coach, the weather was not looking
favourable! However, we managed to dodge the rain showers and on our arrival, it was
sunny!
The children had a great time looking at all the different animals around the zoo and
enjoyed education sessions linked to their learning in school, where they got the chance to
get up close to different creatures including rats, cockroaches and even a Komodo
16

Dragon! After a picnic lunch and some
playtime, the day was finished off with a
trip on The Safari Express train, before
boarding our coach back to school! Katie
Hawkridge

FRIENDS OF MAYFIELD PRIMARY
SCHOOL SUMMER FAIR
Friends of Mayfield Primary school were
delighted to be able to host their Summer
Fair on Saturday, 26th June. Despite many
restrictions remaining in place, the
committee worked hard to ensure the
event was Covid-safe so everyone could
enjoy the day.
With the sun shining, Court Meadow was
once again full of families enjoying the
games and stalls, all run by
parents and children of the
school. The tea and cake stall
was brimming with delicious
treats and the Raffle was a
fantastic success, with many
prizes kindly donated by local
businesses.
All the children had a fantastic
time on the inflatable assault
course or throwing water
balloons at their parents in the
stocks! The children from
Good luck Year Six Leavers starting Secondary
Robins class brought smiles to
School this September
everyone's face with their
performance of a
pirate song and
dance. It was
wonderful to see the
school community
enjoying the day
together.
With such a good
turnout, Friends of
Mayfield were
thrilled to have
Skylarks enjoyed a trip to Bushy Wood
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raised over £3000 for the school. This amount has been generously matched by Marc
Churchouse of the Mercator Group, and a second fund-match has been received from
another generous donator. Friends would like to thank everyone who worked so hard to
make it happen and everyone who supported the event.Lis Finlay

SKIPPERS HILL SCHOOL - A SKIPPERS’ FAREWELL TO OUR YEAR 8s
I have to say this Year 8 group is incredibly special in every way and so, at Skippers, we
wanted to give them a Prize Giving to remember. We started off our day with a Late
Morning Tea and the English weather did not disappoint - the heavens opened!
This was a special moment for all of us as we had the opportunity to bring the whole Year 8
community together, something we had not been able to do since before the first
lockdown. After everyone had enjoyed the delicious spread we sprinted to the Marquee,
under the cover of umbrellas as the rain continued to pour. The Senior Choir performed
magnificently and particularly enjoyed having an audience to which to sing. The handing
out of cups and prizes followed, ending with our Head Boy and Girl reflecting fondly on
their time at Skippers.
We are extremely proud of our Year 8s, as first and foremost they are lovely, engaging and
charming children, who are genuinely interested in making this world better for everyone.
They are also very talented and passionate, with over 50% of them securing scholarships to
their Senior School of choice. This is even more
amazing, considering everything they have been
through these last 18 months.
One of the most exciting things about being in
education is recognising and encouraging a
child's unique abilities and encouraging them to
grow in their gifts. This individual approach is
indicative of how Skippers approaches education.
In our Headmaster’s speech he advised them, as
they move on to take their next exciting step:
“Don't take anything for granted, make the most
of the opportunities that present themselves,
work hard and follow your natural talent and
passion. Sometimes it can take a while to find it,
but once you do, it is such a blessing for you and
others.”
“There is no one on this planet of 7.7 billion
people that is exactly like you. You were born with
an intrinsic value which can never be diminished - your parents will testify to that. You are
priceless. And each of you has a unique journey to take and a valuable part to play in the
future. Keep in touch! You will always be a Skippers child.”
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OUR CHURCHES
COLKINS MILL
Hurray for Cogs Camp 2021! After much uncertainty, the Government gave the necessary
permissions for us to hold our Annual camp for young people during July. Young people
have been quite limited in having fun together with other kids through Covid, so it was
great to have 24 young people enjoying a full-on weekend of activities together swimming, archery, BMX, high ropes and generally getting muddy! Joel and Caitlin Harland
came down from London to get the young people thinking about life and faith through the
weekend. It was a great, if exhausting, weekend.
And now we know that we have freedom to meet and sing together in Church again. We
are so looking forward to it. Throughout August we will be having family services on a
theme of "Trees in the Bible". We will be meeting at 10am for coffee and chat every week,
with the service getting going at 10.30. Anyone is welcome to join us - even if it is just for
the coffee!!
Steve Harland, contact@colkinsmillchurch.org.uk

ST. THOMAS OF CANTERBURY
Father Patrick continues to say Mass 4 times a week and there is no need to book. We
await news on when the congregation will be allowed to sing and meanwhile we appreciate
the music that we can enjoy.
The Pastoral Committee is planning a social in early September, the details of which will
appear in St Thomas’ newsletters.
For up to date information on Mass times please see the Parish website.
www.stthomasmayfield.org.uk
Mary Brentnall

ST. DUNSTAN’S
Post 19 July Arrangements
In line with updated guidelines from both HM Government and the Church of England, the
PCC have agreed new arrangements for services which will take immediate effect.
Our objective is to provide a safe and secure environment for all, whilst recognising we all
have different appetites for risk.
Face masks will not be required although we recognise many will still prefer to wear them
at their personal discretion.
It will no longer be necessary to register your attendance for track and trace purposes.
Seating will continue to be spaced in line with our practice over the last twelve months.
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•Both choir and congregational singing will be permitted in church with unrestricted
numbers.
•Hymn books and service booklets will be used.
•Communion will remain as bread only, as agreed with our visiting clergy.
•Sharing of Peace will remain as a nod and a wave.
•Refreshments – Coffee will be served as usual from the back of church / outside the West
door in good weather
•Bell ringers will no longer be subject to social distancing protocols.
•It is hoped Sunday School and Messy church will be able to resume from the start of the
Autumn term in September
•The Church will be open daily from Monday, 3 August 2021
Our church is large well-ventilated space with ample room for people to spread as they
chose and their personal appetite to risk.
Hand sanitiser will continue to be provided and the doors will be left open during services
to allow good ventilation.
August Service Dates
Eucharist Services take place at St Dunstan’s twice a week:
•Wednesday Mornings
•Sunday Mornings

10:00am
10.15am

Eucharist Services take place at the Cottage Hospice in Five Ashes on the 2nd and 4th
Sundays of the month:
•Sunday, 8 August 2021 12:00pm
•Sunday, 22 August 2021 12:00pm
The St. Dunstan’s Labyrinth
We are very fortunate to have a labyrinth at the bottom of our Churchyard—it is a place of
peace and tranquillity. Why not take time to explore the Churchyard and pay it a visit?
Big Picnic – Court Meadow
We are delighted to confirm a joint ‘Big Picnic’ is being organised by ourselves and
Mayfacs.
It will be held at Court Meadow on Thursday, 5th August from 12noon to 2pm. Please
come along, bring a picnic.There will be fun activities for the children.
Stephen Blurton, Church Warden
Parish OfPce Tel: 873484; e-mail stdunstan@tiscali.co.uk. Office hours: 9am-1pm Mon,
Wed, Fri—emails/phone calls only. Website: www.stdunstansmayfield.org.uk. Please
contact us if you would like names added to our prayer list.
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NEWS FROM FIVE ASHES
HOSPICE IN THE WEALD
Quiz for local businesses to be held at Cottage Hospice!
Hospice in the Weald are holding a quiz night for local businesses
at Cottage Hospice on 7th October 2021 18:00-22:00. The
evening will be the first event held here since the launch of
Cottage Hospice in 2019.
Tickets are £90 for teams of 6 and include dinner, arrival drinks
and canapes. The evening will also feature a raffle for each table,
giving you a greater chance to win a prize!
The Hospice Quiz is an opportunity for Hospice in the Weald staff and volunteers to give
back and offer local businesses an exciting evening, in recognition of their ongoing
support.
If you can’t make it to the Hospice quiz on 7th October then you’re welcome to book
tickets to their second quiz night for businesses at the Hospice in Pembury on
18thNovember 2021, 18:00-22:00
To reserve a table for your team, please contact Jesse Ansbro-Brett, Relationship
Fundraising Assistant on 01892 820521 orJesse.Ansbro-Brett@hospiceintheweald.org.uk
Tor Edwards, Head of Communications 01892 820502

FIVE ASHES HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
It is with great sadness that I have to report the death of Trish Slater. Trish was a
committee member for several years and through her company, Manor House Health and
Safety, provided health & safety advice to the Society. Together with her family she was
also the First Aid provider at our Shows. Always cheerful and eager to help, despite health
problems in recent years, we will miss her smiling face and wise words.
The plants in the garden continue to grow apace due, no doubt, to the warm, wet
weather. Indeed, some of the unwanted plants, weeds and brambles for example, seem to
double in size overnight.
At least we can look forward to eating the fruits of our labours in the near future.
Graham Playfoot, 01825 830511
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ROUND AND ABOUT OUR VILLAGES
MAYFIELD COMMUNITY CENTRE
The Architect is continuing to produce
design options and quantity surveyors
have been appointed to liaise with the
Architect to ensure appropriate designs
are produced for sharing with the residents
of Mayfield
Various consultants are now also being
appointed to advise on other key issues
(e.g., ecology and highways), following
advice from Wealden District Council
Planning Department, to ensure that the
Planning Authority’s requirements are met
when a planning application is made.
While Covid has increased building and
raw material costs and has impacted our
original timetable, we feel we are slowly
getting back on track. We hope to be able
to share the new designs with residents
towards the end of the summer.
MayPeld Community Centre Committee

WOODHILL SURGERY
Covid-19 Update
Throughout the pandemic, we have strived
to make the surgery as safe as possible for
all our patients and staff and we will
continue to do so in the future.
Over the past few months, we have started
to open up more services to our patients
and we want to restore many more as
quickly and as safely as possible. This will
involve more patients visiting the practice,
and must be done in a safe way to protect
both patients and staff. Many of the
patients who need to visit the practice
have
varying
degrees
of
immunosuppression and are clinically
extremely vulnerable. Despite having both
vaccinations, some of these patients will

still not be fully protected. We have a duty
to
treat all our patients safely, and
therefore we want to provide as many
additional services as possible whilst still
being able to safely treat our vulnerable
patients.
From 19th July nothing will change at the
Surgery. We respectfully request that
patients continue to wear a mask, socially
distance and use hand sanitiser in the
Surgery and staff will continue to wear
PPE.
We are asking that all visitors to the
building continue to wear masks or face
coverings when entering the building,
moving around the building and whilst in
the Waiting Room. Clinicians may ask you
to remove them during consultations but if
removed during a consultation, they
should be replaced when leaving the
consulting room unless there are special
circumstances.
This is going to become even more
important as we enter the winter season,
and the circulation of airborne viruses and
infections increase. For patients who do
not want to wear a mask in the practice,
we ask that they contact us prior to their
appointment in order that arrangements
can be made for them to be seen safely.
In terms of opening up, as many of you
know, we have never been shut, and in fact
have consulted with much higher numbers
of patients than we did pre-Covid (face to
face, by phone, by eConsult and by video),
not including vaccinating the majority of
the adult population twice in the last 6
months.
We have come so far in trying to minimise
the impact of Covid and we are sure you
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will understand that we need to keep the
Surgery as safe for ALL patients and staff
as we can.
We will keep all of this under regular
review and thank you once again for your
assistance and support.
Andrew Cornell, Practice Manager

FRIENDS OF ST. DUNSTAN’S
GARDEN PARTY - WE CAN GO
AHEAD!
The Friends of St. Dunstan’s Garden Party
will be held on Sunday, 8th August at
Clayton’s Farmhouse, Newick Lane, from
12 noon to 2pm by kind permission of Mr.
and Mrs. Richard Nabavi. Everyone is
welcome – let’s make this a garden party
to remember!
Clayton’s Farmhouse is situated about 1
mile down Newick Lane on the right. The
farmhouse dates from about 1420 and is
surrounded by garden, orchard, woodland
and farmland. It even has its own railway
tunnel! Ample parking will be provided.
All are welcome. Tickets are £10 at the
gate and include a glass of wine, light
refreshments and a walk around the
garden.
All the proceeds from this event will go to
supporting the work of the Friends.
The Charity’s remit is focused exclusively
on raising funds for the preservation and
maintenance of the church building and it
was set up as a charitable trust to enable
everyone in the village and beyond to
contribute towards this goal. We have so
far raised around £200,000, and projects
include the repair of the ancient timbers in

the Church tower, restoration of marble
memorials, the cleaning of stained-glass
windows, the re-leading of the chancel
roof, the installation of French drains and
much more.
Come and enjoy a lovely walk around the
garden and help ensure the Church
remains in good repair for everyone in the
village to appreciate.
Annette Nabavi
Chairman, Friends of St Dunstan’s Parish
Church, 873476.

MONTHLY FOOTPATH WALK
Join us for a Bank Holiday walk through
the local countryside, along some of the
many public footpaths within the parish.
We will depart from South Street car park
at 10am on Sunday, 29th August, back in
time for lunch. There is no requirement to
pre-book, but if you have any questions
please contact:
deborah.dixon@hotmail.co.uk

MAYFIELD BOYES AND BELLES
With thanks to all
W
our
lovely
helpers, torchmaking is on
track for the
return of the
C a r n i v a l
Procession on
S a t u r d a y, 1 8 t h
September. We have
prepared 5,000 sticks and drilled 30,000
holes so far and were pleased to welcome
some newcomers to the village at our first
torch-making session in July.
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Can you spare an hour or so on a Saturday
m o r n i n g t o h e l p u s m a k e t h e
remaining torches? We meet at the Scout
Hut from 10am to 1pm for a cuppa and
friendly chat, whilst we assemble the
torches. It's a bit dusty,so old clothes and
gloves are a good idea, plus pliers if you
have some. We meet outside if it's sunny,
inside if it's a typical British summer day
Do come and join us on any of the
following dates. Saturdays August 7th, 14th
and 21st, plus September 4th and 11th.
10-1pm
Catherine Hawley,
Bonfire@gawain.online

MAYFIELD HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY
Summer Show
“We’re waiting for the hen to lay another
egg!” was the reply to our question as to
why their entries weren’t in yet - and it did!
- just one of the reasons why we love the
Summer Show! It was a glorious summer’s
day (thank goodness!) on Saturday, 17th
July and our Covid-safe arrangements
worked beautifully: “Are we entering an
exam?” asked one entrant in the morning,
as they were asked to sit at a row of

socially distanced tables in the car park to
fill out their entry form. A one-way system
around the Hall, with separate entry and
exit, ensured that there was no
overcrowding, and there was plenty of
space for everyone to enjoy the exhibits.
Although entry numbers were down a little
for a variety of reasons, not least this year’s
weather, the quality was exceptional as
you will see from the photographs
elsewhere in the Newsletter. A big thank
you is necessary
not only to Shirley
H o l l a n d a n d h e r S h o w Te a m , f o r
seamlessly organising the event for us, but
also to the committee and our volunteers
on the day, who worked so hard to make it
an emphatic success. Thanks also to the
Friends of Mayfield Primary School for the
wonderful tea and cake in the afternoon;
the result of their efforts at various local
events this year is helping to renovate the
school’s library, and so far with some match
funding, they’ve raised about £9,000!
We’re very pleased to play a small part in
this worthy cause.
The 2021 Cup Winners Were:
Banksian Medal: Shirley Holland
Perpetual Challenge Cup (Vegetables):
Ken Audsley
Shelmerdene Cup (Garden Basket): Shirley
Holland
Perpetual Challenge Cup (Fruit): Graham
Holland
Perpetual Challenge Cup (Sweet Peas):
Tessa Crowe
Hulbert-Powell Cup (Best vegetable
exhibit): Ken Audsley
Sneyd-Kinnersley Cup (Best flower exhibit):
Sarah Ratcliffe
Margaret Walsh-Atkins Bowl (Roses): Sarah
Ratcliffe
Wolstenholme Cup (Roses): Barbara
Norman
Monteith Cup (Floral Art): Suzanne Bowe
Allchin Cup (Craft): Jennifer Redfern
24

Children’s Cup: Esme Cook
George Day Memorial Bowl (age 5-16):
Arwen Huxtable
William Wickens Cup: Arwen Huxtable
Perpetual Challenge Cup (Children’s
Miniature Garden): Rex Wood
The Mini saga was won by Amanda
Robinson.
(See photos on back page)
Tessa Crowe
chair@mayfieldhorticulturalsociety.org.uk
www.mayfieldhorticulturalsociety.org.uk

GARDENING TIPS FOR AUGUST
•
•

Keep deadheading.
If you have bearded irises that have
been in the same place for more than
three years, lift, divide (discard old
gnarled rhizomes) and replant them,
with the rhizomes (also called
creeping rootstalks) well out of the
ground. Cut their leaves back to 5cm
(3”), make a mound and place the
new rhizome on top of it, splaying out
the roots around it. Back fill and leave
the rhizome exposed to the sun.
• Make sure your container plants get
plenty of water. They need more than
you think!
• Prune blackcurrants as soon as picking
has finished.
• Sow poppyseeds where they are to
flower next year.
•
Cut back hardy geraniums to the
ground when they have flowered to
promote a new flush of healthy leaves.
John Logan
FILM ON FRIDAY – THE BOUNCE BACK
SEASON
The key is turning in the lock of the
Memorial Hall and we have now picked
our films for the new season – an eclectic
mix of world cinema to entertain and

intrigue you: at least one from every
continent (except Antarctica for which the
choice is limited) and a diverse group of
directors.
Our first film will be on 24th September.
The full programme will be posted to
members as soon as it is back from the
printers and should be available in the
village by early August.
If restrictions are applied in the Memorial
Hall, we will let members know by email
and on our website. If there are limits on
capacity then, as last year, we will hold a
second house on Sunday afternoon. Let’s
hope we do not have to.
If you would like to join the mailing list for
next season, email me on
filmonfriday@gmail.com or phone 873310.
Andrew Ratcliffe, Chairman

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION –
MAYFIELD, FIVE ASHES AND
HADLOW DOWN BRANCH.


Branch Programme The Committee has decided that no
attempt will be made to hold a Branch
meeting before the month of October. This
is the month in which the Branch Annual
General Meeting is due to be held in
accordance with RBL rules.
Accordingly, arrangements have been
made for the 2021 Branch AGM to be held
on the evening of Wednesday, 27th
October, probably to be held at the
Mayfield Cricket Club. Following the AGM,
our speaker will be Delia Taylor, whose talk
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is entitled ‘Every Night Something Awful The story of ENSA’. This is a very
interesting talk with many photos and film
clips, a talk which I was lucky enough to
experience in pre-Covid times. Please put
this date in your diary. Further details of
the meeting arrangements will be
circulated nearer the time.
London Poppy Day - We are pleased to
inform you that Major Adam Shallcross,
who is one of our Branch members, has
received an award by the RBL National
Office in their Centenary Reward and
Recognition Scheme. Adam has
undertaken the work of organising and coordinating the annual London Poppy Day
for the past four years.
This work involves up to 800 volunteers
being recruited and last year it was the
only event of its nature, as all similar
events in other large cities were cancelled
due to Covid restrictions. Over £175,000
was raised despite the restrictions then in
place. Adam will continue to do this for
the event this year when it will be held on
Thursday, 4th November.
The Royal British Legion is at the heart of
a national network that supports our
Armed Forces, ensuring their unique
contribution is never forgotten. It provides
huge support to our Armed Forces
community because of their outstanding
contribution. They perform incredible
tasks, but often face challenges in day-today life. The Royal British Legion is the
country’s largest Armed Forces charity,
with some 235,000 members, some 10,000
volunteers and a network of partners and
charities, helping to give support wherever
a n d w h e n e v e r i t ’s n e e d e d , f r o m
employment and financial support to
expert guidance and physical and mental

wellbeing. If you are interested and would
like to learn more about membership and
activities undertaken, please visit the
website at www.britishlegion.org.uk.
We look forward to seeing you all as soon
as circumstances permit.
Kevin Swaine 872197 / 07970 787465

MAYFIELD & DISTRICT U3A
Our June meeting held at the Memorial
Hall, with Covid security in place, was well
received by the members in attendance.
As a result, our July meeting will take place
under the same conditions.
The June talk entitled ‘Criminal
Investigation’, was given by Steve Roberts,
a retired Metropolitan Police detective.
The talk was based upon his 30 years of
experience with the force, including his
postings to New Scotland Yard’s Homicide
Squad, Flying Squad, and the Kidnap and
Special Investigations Unit. Sometimes
known as ‘The Cockney Detective’ his
humorous delivery touched on the Hatton
Gardens Heist and the £250 million
diamond raid in the Millennium Dome.
One of the interesting facts was the
formation of the Flying Squad in 1919. At
that time detectives were driven in horsedrawn wagons, combatting the increase in
serious crime after the First World War.
Today, the Flying Squad uses much faster
means of travel in investigating multimillion-pound armed robberies
Steve’s talk gave an humorous insight to
the workings of the Metropolitan Police
Force.
There will be no meeting in August, but on
16th September we shall hold our Annual
General Meeting followed by a cream tea.
Colin Izzard 872601
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MUSIC FESTIVAL
Message from Jeremy Summerly –
Director of Music for the Mayfield Festival,
following the concerts of the Mid-Summer
Music Weekend on 16th-18th July.
There are too many people to thank for
enabling such a wonderful weekend of
live, in-person music-making. Mainly
because each and every one of you
deserves a special tribute for sticking with
our choir through thick and thin (and
Zoom). I’m personally extremely grateful
for my return to performing, and that it

should be in Mayfield is especially
gratifying. From the manically enthusiastic
Friday evening audience, through the
profoundly moving Saturday concert in
memory of Rachael Ward, to Sunday
night’s ebullient performance of the
Coronation Mass, the whole mid-summer
weekend was magical. Absence does
indeed make the heart grow fonder.
The fine weather helped, and toasting the
end of the mini-Festival in the Churchyard
as the sun set on Sunday evening is a
memory that will linger. I was buzzing from

the energy that you all gave to Mozart’s
music and – yes, as hoped – Paul and his
players were highly impressed by the
energy and commitment that you were
able to bring to the event. For me it has
confirmed that my job (if you can call what
I do a job!) is less to do with music than
with people. I’ve had plenty of access to
music (books, records, CDs, scores,
musical instruments, the internet) over the
last 18 months, but what I haven’t had is
the ability to make music with others. So
I’m going to add one luxury to my Zoom
Desert Island Discs choices. In addition to

the photograph of Helly and Effie, I’m
going to ask for MFC to turn up on the
island every Thursday evening for a 2-hour
rehearsal. And if Jonnie were to smuggle a
barrel of Harvey’s onto the island, the beer
and the memory of the rehearsal would
keep me going for another week.
Clearly we’re committed to a life of
uncertainty, for the near future at any rate.
But let us keep everything crossed for next
term, and hope that we can sing Nick’s
Cantata alongside Kenneth’s Canticles and
Andrew’s Mass. Jane and her team will
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work tirelessly on our behalf, we can be
assured of that.

completely infectious enthusiasm for
everything she did.
She was always
smiling and still selflessly found time to
give to other people, despite the
challenges of juggling motherhood and a
medical career. In addition to all of that,
she was a hugely talented musician. Her
loss has been very deeply felt by all who
knew her.
During the performance of the Requiem, a
teardrop oasis funeral spray was placed at
the centre of the chancel area and
afterwards was placed on her grave in
Mayfield Churchyard.

The weekend was life-affirming, and I am
so glad that we had the collective courage
and grit to go ahead with it. Now I am
loving feeling normal again. Well, normal
for Mayfield – exhausted, with stiff
shoulders and a self-inflicted headache.
How I’ve missed those post-Mayfield
symptoms! Thanks all. We’ve got this,
Jeremy
Dr Rachael Ward
The performance of Faure's Requiem on
Saturday 17th July was dedicated to the
memory of Dr. Rachael Ward, a wonderful
soprano who had been a member of the
Mayfield Consort from 2017. Rachael lived
in the village and died suddenly at Easter,
aged 28, leaving her husband Matthew,
Director of Music at Mayfield School and
three young children. Rachael had
previously been a Choral Scholar at Clare
College Cambridge, where she studied
medicine and was starting out on her
medical career. There have been countless
tributes posted to Rachael online, and
what stands out from all these was her

Dee Benians
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PICNIC IN THE MEADOW
Live Music & Entertainment

Free Event To Be Held on Court Meadow,
Tunbridge Wells Road
Saturday, 28th August 1pm-6pm
Bring Your Own Picnic – Or BBQ Available
Pimms Tent (Courtesy Of The Middle
House) Beer Tent (Courtesy Of The Rose &
Crown) and 4 Hours of live music provided
by The Mayfield Band, Saffron Gin, The
Mayberries, Hot Tap
Interspersed with Robot and I, James
Wilton Dance; a human and a robot fly
through the air in this part dance, part
trampolining extravaganza of a piece.
This event is being organised by the
Mayfair Committee to go a little way
towards mitigating the disappointment of
not holding the Mayfair for the second
year running.
Mayfair Committee

MAYFIELD BAND
Our first job of the year was snuffed out by
the extension of Covid restrictions, so
we’re now looking forward to Picnic On
The Meadow on Court Meadow, 28th
August. Make sure it’s in your diaries.
It’s great to see some of the youngsters
now coming through into the Senior Band
to fill some of the seats left empty after the
long lay off. It’s the old tried and trusted
banding tradition of throwing them in at
the deep end, but they are doing just fine.
It’s a challenge, but they are ready for it,
and it opens up a whole new world of
music for them.
We must thank the good folk at the
Memorial Hall for accommodating us over
the last couple of months. Our Bandroom
is a good size, but a little too small to take

a socially distanced band, and we have felt
very safe in our interim home. In the
meantime, the Bandroom has had a lick of
paint and a bit of a clean.Thanks go to
Archie Wilson for wielding the brush, and
Sandy Scott for keeping the woodwork on
the noticeboard in good shape.
MayPeld Youth Band
The kids have now returned to the
Bandroom, as we have several sibling
pairings that we can bubble together to
create extra space. It’s made such a
difference. They were rather overawed by
the Memorial Hall, but now that they are
back in comfortable surroundings, the
noise levels and smiles have been
restored, and we are buzzing again.
Congratulations to Henry Nunn on
achieving grade 2 on trombone. The
instrument may well be bigger than he is,
but that doesn’t stop him! Congratulations
also to Georgia O’Neil for passing her
grade 5 piano. She would never have got
there without her horn! Remember that our
doors are now open again to receive new
recruits, but the summer holidays are upon
us and your thoughts will understandably
be turning to other things. So, if you are
thinking of setting your children off on a
musical journey, why not come along in
September, and you can start the new
term with a blast. Beginners welcome, and
instruments are provided.
As I am away for a few weeks now, young
Tom “TJ” Evans is taking over as
conductor. It’s been great to have seen TJ
develop from a little seven-year-old ten
years ago, through to an accomplished
solo cornet player, and now the young
man leading the band. All things are
possible in a brass band!
Simon Rudge 872007
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MAYFACS Shed Grand Opening
Fete
After a wet set-up, and a tentative start as
the early rain subsided, the Grand
Opening Fete for the Mayfacs Shed on
Saturday 3rd July was a great success.
Alongside the considerable work being
undertaken to renovate the Shed building
at Merrieweathers Farm, the Mayfacs
team, volunteers and Trustees, had been
working hard to put on a fabulous event, in
the face of testing and changing pandemic
rules.
It's estimated around 300 people came
along during the course of the day, and
after viewing a display of “before”
photographs of the site, were very
impressed with the work and finished
results on show inside the Shed itself.
Mayfacs other activities were on display in
the marquee, with the Yarners group
displaying their creations and members of
the team handing out information on the
Tea & Chat groups, and Outings that they
hope to be able to recommence soon.
Refreshments were available with the W.I.
doing a sterling job selling Tea/Coffee and
Cakes in aid of the Shed funds, and the St.
Dunstan’s Bellringers manning a BBQ
serving excellent sausage and bacon rolls
using The Sussex Showman pork,
traditionally reared less than 2 miles away.
The newly established Lakedown Brewing
Co. were offering their locally brewed
beers, and the Little Langdon horsebox
bar was serving refreshing Pimms, gins,
and other drinks.
Several village organisations supported the
event, raising the profile of their own
activities at the same time. The History
Society had a display of local history and
rural crafts; The Bonfire Society were
recruiting members to help put on the

annual Carnival; U3A displayed
information on their activities, and hosted
a mini table tennis tournament; The Argos
Hill Windmill group provided a display of
their amazing restoration work at the Mill.
Local produce and products were on offer
from trade stalls such as Heron’s Folly (very
tasty organic apple juice); the Empty
Cartridge Company (beautiful pieces of art
made from recycled shotgun cartridges);
Drewsan Home (upcycled furniture and
decorations), with some luxurious treats on
offer from Melted Inside.
The village fete atmosphere was enhanced
with musical entertainment from Alan
Hands Jazz and the Homefront Lindyhop
dancers, a live demonstration of
Blacksmithing, and an interesting display
of Bee-Keeping equipment and
information, by the Shed’s resident BeeKeeper.
The highlight of the afternoon was the
official opening, performed by legendary
singer and musician Roger Daltrey of The
Who. Roger has been a great advocate of
t h e M e n ’s S h e d m o v e m e n t s i n c e
discovering it in Australia, where It
originated and spoke about the positive
effect Sheds have on Mental Health and
general wellbeing.
For those that didn’t manage to get to
Opening Fete, there will be one or two
open days during August as well as a
“Shed Sale” of surplus materials and tools,
so keep an eye on the Mayfacs
noticeboards at the Memorial Hall and the
High Street Bus Stop, for details.
To express interest in joining the Shed, or
if you have a particular skill that you would
be willing to share with Shedders or may
be able to help at the planned “Repair
Shed”, please contact Ian Bruce, Shed
project Lead, on theshed@mayfacs.org.uk
or call and leave a message at the Mayfacs
office on 873888. Ian Bruce
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THE OPENING OF THE MAYFACS SHED ON SATURDAY, 3RD JULY
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CRICKET CLUB COLTS
Just as we started to turn the corner and get into a more relaxed environment to play
some cricket down came the rain. Typical. Nonetheless we have pressed on with the
season with a colts section of over 80 local girls and boys playing cricket in our village. This
is a fantastic achievement and I personally love seeing them turn up on a Friday night to

be taught the beautiful game with so much vigour.
From what I’ve seen it also makes for a great family event where parents, grandparents and
guardians can enjoy a well-earned drink at the end of the week. On that note please don’t
be shy in popping down, as Keven our bar manager will be keen to sign you up as
members like he has done for others already.
A couple of weeks back, an under-10 team travelled to Polegate and Stonecross CC to
play in a Sussex Cricket Foundation tournament. We entered two teams to play in what
was, for most, their first experience of competitive cricket. It was a great occasion, only to
be curtailed by, you’ve guessed it, the rain. It was one of those days that I burnt my head
and also got drenched, all in about 4 hours!
Last weekend the relatively newly-created girls section made club history by playing in
their first ever match for the club, over at St James Monifoire CC, near Ditchling. A great
performance after just 8 weeks of training. One win and a loss was the result of our efforts.
Finally, in the coming weeks, we have a full three weeks’ worth of competitive cricket in the
Sussex Junior Cricket Festival. We have entered teams at U12/13 and 14 and so it should
be a bit of fun. Don’t forget you’re always welcome at the Club so pop down at the
weekend and watch some cricket.
Mark Buttifant
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WADHURST WINDOW
WADHURST AND DISTRICT
FLOWER CLUB (NAFAS)
At the June meeting of Wadhurst and
D i s t r i c t F l o w e r C l u b ( N A FA S ) ,
demonstrator Maggie Hayes wowed the
members with “something I made earlier”,
a beautiful arrangement in traditional style
that featured the ‘Sensation of Sunflowers’.
This was followed by “Gardeners World”,
when she demonstrated how to recycle
pages from the magazine. Wrap a page
around a piece of dowling, secure firmly,
replace the dowling with a test tube;
suspend from a frame, fill the tubes with
water, add flowers and foliage. Several
hours later you will have produced a very
contemporary design at little expense!
Other intriguing designs based on the
childhood games of Mousetrap and
Snakes and Ladders followed. We were
also shown how to create a stunning handtied bouquet.
Refreshments, Raffle and socially distanced
conversation concluded an entertaining
and enjoyable afternoon.
The next meeting will be held on Thursday
September 2nd. It will be a Members’
Afternoon and have a competitive edge as
all attending will bring with them an
arrangement created from foliage only.
The members will select their favourite by
secret ballot.
Wadhurst and District Flower Club meet
monthly at Stonegate Village Hall 1.45pm.
A full programme of demonstrations and
workshops has been arranged for the next
twelve months, including, Covid
permitting, a Christmas Lunch. We would
welcome new members, so if YOU would
like further information about this friendly
and creative Club, please contact Debbie

07970439023 or Sonia 01892 785671.
We look forward to hearing from you.
WADHURST BOWLS CLUB
July proved to be a very busy month.
Although several of our games were
cancelled due to the weather, others fell
by the wayside when either the opposition
or we were unable to field a full team.
Most likely this is linked to Covid - not
because of illness, but because we were all
taking the sudden opportunity of being
able to go on holiday!
Wadhurst has one of the best greens in
Sussex and we were privileged to host
several prestigious games at the start of
July, including the Sussex County VicePatrons match, The Sussex County Two
Woods Competition and the inter-county
Billingham League match – unfortunately
all in the space of just four manic days!
Wadhurst bowlers have performed well in
their respective County Competitions and I
hope to be able to report next month on
some ultimate success. I don’t want to give
name-checks now, just in case it proves
unlucky.
Mid-month we hosted a taster session for
18 Burwash Walking Footballers and their
wives. We know they enjoyed themselves,
as they drank quite a lot and we ran out of
Prosecco!We hope to turn that enthusiasm
into new members before they sober up….
Although the Horam League was cancelled
for this year, the Tunbridge Wells League is
going ahead and Wadhurst have three
teams battling for supremacy. It would be
great if we could walk off with the trophy
and officially hold both titles at the same
time – something no club has ever done
before.
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Next month will be equally busy, as, apart
from our usual inter-club games, we have
our Mixed-Triples Open Tournament on
Sunday, 15th, with 24 teams competing for
£300 of prize money. Our Club Triples
Competition on Sat 21st and our Club
Finals take place over the weekend of
28/29th August. Why not pop over and
have a look?
If you would like to give bowls a go, either
as individuals or as a group of friends
contact Honorary Secretary Tracy on
01892 785689 who will make
arrangements.
Wadhurst – your local bowls club. More
info at www.wadhurstbc.com
Laurence Worton
TRY BOWLS THIS SUMMER
The sport of bowls takes a minute to learn
but a lifetime to master – why not give it a
try? Wadhurst Bowls Club are offering four
free taster sessions.

Bowls is a sport for all, where everyone is
welcome and where there is very little
difference between men/women/boys/
girls/young or old. In fact, it is the perfect
sport to combine time as a family with
some healthy competition.
Wadhurst Bowls are offering individuals or
groups four free taster session with this
leaflet. All you need to bring with you are
a pair or trainers and a sense of fun. Why
not get together with some friends and
come along?
Sessions will usually take place on a
Monday afternoon/evening but subject to
availability may be arranged at other
times.
It’s free – what have you got to lose! To
book your session contact Laurence on
884331 or 07714 935915
www.wadhurstbc.com
Laurence Worton

OPEN FORUM
WORDS THAT “GRATE”
I am sure that many of my fellow residents in the local community have experienced the
sensation of something grating when it is heard, said or written. That flat note in an
otherwise lovely passage of music, the utterance of “we was …..”(most frequently said by
a professional athlete earning £25,000-£75,000/week) and other similar solecisms. My
most recent and surprising arousal of this feeling was provided by the July issue of our
Newsletter. Before I explain my reasoning, I should declare that, for the most part, I have
enjoyed a pleasing, friendly and helpful association with the editors of the Newsletter and
the Yellow Pages for which I have been pleased to provide the occasional article.
I have in mind the word “Mayfieldian” used to describe my resolute and brave neighbour,
Mark Delstanche, as he rows the Atlantic ocean single-handedly. It did grate when first
read. I am aware of similar nouns/adjectives such as Liverpudlian, Glaswegian, Mancunian
et al. I hesitate to suggest that, at the time, the word Italian may have been uppermost in
the editorial minds. However, the name of our village and indeed the high level of respect
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in which the history and existence of our Village Cricket Club is held would hopefully
incline many people to adopt a different description for a citizen of Mayfield. It requires a
little bit of a stretch of one’s imagination, but give it some consideration.
That game of cricket to which I referred involves the use of a person with a chunk of wood
in his or her hands undertaking the activity in a team which is described as “batting” i.e.,
hitting the ball. Whilst the wood holder attempts the hitting bit, the other side try to
minimise the success of those efforts. They are called fielders. So, given the proud
historical basis of our local cricket club and the name of our village, I strongly recommend
that “Mayfieldian” be reserved for those rare occasions when some philosophical utterance
or inanimate description such as “Mayfieldian snootiness” (which is not as frequently said
now as it was by our neighbouring communities twenty odd years ago). Instead, I suggest
the adoption of Mayfielder
Best wishes to all my fellow Mayfielders - Peter Deller

MAYFACS
(Mayfield & Five Ashes Community
Services)
www.Mayfacs.org.uk Helpline
Number 873888
Shed News
Thank you to everyone who
came to our wonderful Shed
Grand Opening. Despite the
initial downpour, it cleared and
we were delighted with the
interest shown. Roger Daltrey
performed the official ribbon cutting, and
was very accommodating posing for
photographs! He is an active supporter of
the Men’s Shed movement and spoke of
how he had first seen it in Australia 10
years ago.
Thank you to all the local organisations
who supported us, and particularly the WI
and St. Dunstan’s bell ringers for their
culinary expertise.
So where to now? We deliberately did not
ask people to ‘sign up there and then’, but
just wanted to show people what could be
on offer to them if they decide to join us.
Now is your chance. There will be training
given on how to handle the machines, if

that’s what you want to use, or if you just
simply want to come down for company
and have a better look at The
Shed, let us know. There is the
bee-keeping as well, if you
would like to know more.
Please do contact us on the
number above to register your
interest. Then you can be
assured we will get in touch
with you or email
theshed@Mayfacs.org.uk if
you prefer.
Opening Hours
All being well, we will still have the office
o p e n o n M o n d a y s , Tu e s d a y s a n d
Wednesdays, but it may just be mornings
only through August. Our apologies if you
come up to the office and we are not
there. I suggest you come on a Monday or
Tuesday morning if you really need to see
us or photocopy something. We do still
have our Letterbox though outside if you
need to give us any forms or payments.
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Activities
Toddlers
We hope to start toddlers again on 8th
September from 9-11am in the Scout Hall.
This will be £3 per family. Please bring a
re-useable lidded cup and we will provide
the refreshments. Open to all carers and
children under 5.
Cuckoo For Cancer Afternoon Tea
An afternoon tea in aid of Cancer
Research. In the last few years we have
held a Macmillan lunch, but this is an
afternoon tea! Come and enjoy it in the
Memorial Hall from 2-4pm. All proceeds to
Cancer Research.
The activities for August are listed below.
Please do ring 873888, leave a message
and we will contact you.
MONDAYS: Yarners (chat and knit, sew,
crochet) in the Mayfacs Office. 1.30-3pm.
Every Monday, unless it’s a bank holiday.
TUESDAYS: Tuesday Chat (chance to meet
up and chat with refreshments) in Colkins
Mill Church, Station Road, Mayfield.
2-3pm. £1.

How YOU can help Mayfacs
As a very small charity, we rely on people’s
generosity and grants to make ends meet.
We are indebted to all the people who
have supported us and continue to do so.,
but in order to thrive – to run the Shed, to
provide the community transport, the
activities etc., we need to find the funds. If
you feel you can help there are a number
of ways you can do this. As well as the
ways shown below, we would welcome
cheques, standing orders and cash! If you
are able to access our website, scroll down
on the first page, where there is a box with
more details. Thank you.
Contact Details – Shirley Holland, Freya
Huxtable, Clare Vosloo, Ian Bruce
Telephone: 873888 in the first instance
and leave a message. We will phone you
back. www.Mayfacs.org.uk
Emails:manager@Mayfacs.org.uk;
freya@Mayfacs.org.uk
c l a r e @ M a y f a c s . o r g . u k ;
theshed@Mayfacs.org.uk

WEDNESDAYS: Wednesday Tea and Chat
(chance to meet up and chat with
refreshments) in Five Ashes Village Hall,
11-12. £1. Every Wednesday. Transport
available, please contact us.
THURSDAY, 5th AUGUST - The Big Picnic
Court Meadow, Mayfield. 12-2 pm Fun for
all. Bring a picnic and enjoy being
entertained!
MONDAY, 23RD AUGUST - Minibus trip to
Rye. £10. Times to follow once you have
secured your place on the minibus!
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
BEWARE! Local post theft and identity
fraud reported
In July there has been a report of theft
from a family’s post box in Five Ashes.
Information has been received that a van
driver wearing a high vis jacket, who parks
up and pretends to litter pick, has been
taking the mail out of the post box,
opening bank accounts then returning to
steal the cards, then PIN numbers over a
succession of days. One family had three
accounts opened in their name. It can be
presumed that multiple post boxes in the
area will have been targeted. So, if you
have a post box rather than a letterbox in
your front door, please ensure it is locked
at all times and that the key is not
stored in the lock - or you could be the
next victim!
Parish Council grants
One of the important roles of the Parish
Council is to provide grants to
organisations within the Parish, to help
them move forward with their own
projects. Our grants policy can be found
on the Parish Council website at
www.mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk in the “Key
Documents / Finance” section, along with
the approved grant application form. To
apply for a grant for 2022/23 you will
need to submit your application to the
Parish Clerk by 30th September with the
financial information required.
Individual grants may be made available
up to a maximum of £500. They have to
be match-funded, so applicants must
cover at least 50% of the total project
cost. If you do not have internet access,
please contact the Parish Council office on
873784 so a copy of the grants policy and
application form can be forwarded to you.

Bike track adjacent
to skate park
As informed in the
last newsletter,
plans are in hand
to make the most
dangerous ramp
n e a re s t t o t h e
skate park safer to
use.
The
estimated costs for doing this are around
£700, so it would be appreciated if, after
the work has been completed, no further
m o d i f i c a t i o n s a re m a d e , t o a v o i d
wastingCouncil Tax money. If parents or
carers know that their children use the
area, please can you ask them not to
change the design of the ramp. If it
remains unaltered, we can then consider
making the remainder of the track more
fun to enjoy.
Grass slope adjacent to the skate park
On a similar theme to above, remedial
work will be carried out on the grass slope
in front of the skate park. Youths have
been digging into this recreational area
and damaging the bank. It is estimated
that it will cost £420 to even out the slope
and make the area good again.
Temporary road closures
Piccadilly Lane will be closed to through
traffic from 16th August to 1st September,
to allow BT Openreach to carry out new
connection works. Works are anticipated to
take 17 days. The diversion is via Station
Road – High Street- East Street and vice
versa.
East Street will also be closed from a
property known as Red House Farm to the
junction with Coggins Mill Lane, from 16th
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August to 1st September, to allow BT
Openreach to carry out connection works.
The diversion is via Scotford Hill, Burwash
Road (A265) and Newick Lane and vice
versa.
Exploring Wealden
Wealden District Council has a new
website: “Explore Wealden”. Even if you
live and work here, there are bound to be
hidden gems you have yet to find. You can
explore our nature, discover new places,
and experience the culture. in Wealden.
Visit https://www.explorewealden.co.uk .
There is also a brand new Attractions
Guide available that is packed with places
of interest and fun for all the family.
High Weald Walking Festival
The High Weald Walking Festival team has
30 FREE guided walks across the High
Weald Area of Outstanding Beauty, as well
as a range of self-guided walks allowing
you to explore the precious landscape at
your own pace.This year's event runs from
Saturday, 11th – Sunday, 19th September.
Things are running a bit differently this
year, with a simple booking system to help
m a n a g e n u m b e r s . F r o m M o n d a y,
9th August, you will be able to view the
walking programme at https://
www.highwealdwalks.org . Each walk has
its own Eventbrite booking page, andyou
can join as many as you like.The process is
quick, easy and - most importantly - every
walk is free!
Covid vaccine passport scam
There is a Covid Vaccine Passport scam
email going around that purports to be
from the NHS and informs recipients that
t h e y c a n a p p l y f o r t h e i r “ D i g i t a l
Coronavirus Passports”. Clicking on the
link within the email, takes you to a
convincing butfakeNHS website that asks
for personal and payment details. Please
be reminded that your vaccination status

is obtained FREE through the NHS App,
website or by calling the NHS on 119.
Stay safe when job hunting
The job market has been turned upside
down by the pandemic, with business
closures, redundancies and migrant
workers returning home. With restrictions
easing, the employment market is
becoming busier and is being heavily
exploited by cybercriminals, with 74% of
job seekers applying for jobs reporting
that they weren’t genuine.
Top tips for safe job searching
• Do research to ensure employers are
reputable, with a physical address and
landline phone number.
• When listing your profile, select the
option of keeping it public,
confidential or private according to
your needs.
• Never divulge information such as NI,
passport or driver’s licence numbers,
bank account/payment card
information, date of birth or photos/
scans. This could lead to identity theft.
Supply these only when you have met
the employer, landed the job and are
satisfied that everything is legitimate.
• Devise and use strong passwords and
keep them protected
• Take care with clicking links on emails
claiming to be from a potential
employer who has seen your CV.
• Do not call advertisers for interviews,
as it could be a premium rate number make sure they call you.
• Be wary of jobs that offer income for
very little work, do not need
experience or press you to apply
immediately.
• Bear in mind that many fraudulent job
ads can be found on social media
sites.
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•

•

•

Be wary of requests for up-front
payment for CV services, DBS or other
security checks or headshots.
Do not conduct the entire process
remotely. Most employers will require
a face-to-face (or video) interview.
Ensure that potential employers are
genuine before meeting face-to-face
to ensure your personal safety.

Ghost Brokers
Ghost brokers are fraudsters who sell fake
or invalid car insurance documents for a
policy that does not exist, or for a genuine
policy that has been set up using false
details to lower the price of the premium.
This fraud isARWEN
typicallyHUXTABLE
carried out either by
ARWEN
HUXTABLE falsifying
forging insurance
documents,
your details to bring the price down, or by
taking out a genuine policy for you but
cancelling it soon after. Often, the victim is
not aware that they have been scammed
until they are involved in an accident and
try to claim on the policy.
What happens if you drive without valid
insurance
You could face:
• £300 fixed penalty notice
• Six points on driving licence
• Vehicle being seized and crushed
How to protect yourself
Steps that you can take to spot the signs
of these scams and avoid being taking for
a ride by ‘ghost brokers’:
• ‘Ghost brokers’ often advertise and
communicate via social media, online
forums and messaging apps. If a
broker is only using a mobile phone or
email as a way of contact, this can be a
sign as they do not want to be traced
after they have taken money from their
victims.
• They may also try to sell insurance
policies through adverts in pubs, clubs
or bars or newsagents

•

•

•

If a deal seems too good to be true, it
probably is. If you are not sure about
the broker, check on the Financial
Conduct Authority or the British
Insurance Brokers’ Associationwebsite
for a list of all authorised insurance
brokers. You can also contact the
insurance company directly to verify
the broker’s details. You can also check
to see if a car appears to be insured on
t h e
Motor
Insurance
Databasewebsite.
If you think that you have been a
victim of a ghost broker, you can
report your concerns to Action Fraud
at actionfraud.police.uk or on 0300
123 2040.
You can also contact the Insurance
Fraud Bureau via its confidential
Cheatline on 0800 422 0421 or on
theIFB website.

OfPce opening in August
Due to the summer break the Parish
Council office will be closed from 13th
August and will reopen as usual after the
August Bank Holiday.

Parish Council Meetings
The meeting schedule on the website:
www.mayPeldPveashes.org.uk shows this
month’s Council and Committee meetings
as well as agendas, minutes of meetings
and other relevant documentation. This is
also available at the Parish Council Office.
Please email the Clerk before the day of a
meeting if you wish to attend, as numbers
are restricted due to covid regulations.
Janna Todd, Parish Clerk
Old Manor House, High Street, Mayfield
TN20 6AL
Telephone 873784
E - m a i l :
clerk@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
August
Monday

2

Yarners

Mayfacs ofPce
1.30 – 3pm

Tuesday

3

Mayfacs Tea & Chat

Colkins Mill Church
2 – 3pm

Wednesday 4

Wednesday Tea & Chat

Five Ashes Village
Hall
11 – 12 noon

Thursday

5

The Mayfacs ‘Big Picnic’

St Dunstan’s/Court
Meadow 12 – 2pm

Saturday

7

Boyes & Belles Torch Making Scout Hut 10-1pm
Session

Sunday

8

Friends of St. Dunstan’s Garden Clayton’s Farmhouse,
Party
Newick Lane, from 12
noon to 2pm

Thursday

12

Creative Writing - advanced

Saturday

14

Boyes & Belles Torch Making Scout Hut 10-1pm
Session

Saturday

21

Boyes & Belles Torch Making Scout Hut 10-1pm
Session

Monday

23

Mayfacs minibus trip to Rye

TBA

Wednesday 25

Creative Writing Class

Pink Cabbage
10am-12pm

Thursday

26

Creative Writing - advanced

Five Ashes Village
Hall
1.30-3.30pm

Saturday

28

Picnic on the Meadow

Court Meadow –
1-6pm

Sunday

29

Monthly Footpath Walk

South Street Car Park
10am

Five Ashes Village
Hall
1.30-3.30pm
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September
Saturday

4

Boyes & Belles Torch Making Scout Hut 10-1pm
Session

Tuesday

7

Cuckoo For Cancer Afternoon Tea

Memorial Hall
2-4pm

Wednesday 8

Mayfacs Toddlers Group

Scout Hut 9-11am

Saturday

11

Boyes & Belles Torch Making Scout Hut 10-1pm
Session

Thursday

16

U3A AGM & Speaker

Memorial Hall
2pm

Saturday

18

Boyes & Belles Carnival

TBA

Friday

24

Film On Friday

Memorial Hall
TBA

THE NEWSLETTER TEAM WISH ALL OUR READERS A
WONDERFUL AUGUST AND WE LOOK FORWARD TO MANY
MORE EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES IN THE AUTUMN.
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ADVERTISING
Black/White, Part or full Colour
Quarter or Half pages
3, 6 or 12 Months
For prices and availability email
mfanadvertising@gmail.com
Booking deadline 10th
PDF, Bank/cheque payment 15th
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Promoting emotional well-being through access to 'the arts'

'Celebrating The Arts 'on Mayfield High Street showcases 'the arts'.
The Arts Portfolio C.I.C. also organises arts events in and around Mayfield.
A share of the profits from sales will be donated to MAYFACS.

www.theartsfair.com
01435 872 392

ORGANISED BY
SPONSORED BY
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Peter d’Aguilar
FURNITURE
RESTORATION
Repairs & renovation
French polishing
Furniture valeting service
20 years' experience
Free estimates
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Based in Mayfield
01435 873298 / 07555 253432
peterdaguilar@talk21.com
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creative, seasonal food
Simple, inviting food,
bursting with flavour &
stylishly presented for
Canapé Receptions,
Garden Parties, Buffets,
Weddings, Dinner Parties,
Family Weekends &
Events

My creative menus are inspired by
the seasons and feature local,
organic produce


Please contact Sarah Litchfield
 %#! !!(!"" #$)

07753 821120
sarah@elmgreen.co.uk
www.elmgreen.co.uk
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D7L:7
GardenWorks
   
  
      
All tree work undertaken –
from pruning to felling,
hedges tamed and maintained.
NPTC Qualiﬁed and Fully Insured
with over 20 years experience.
All work carried out professionally and
to the highest standard.

:HRIIHUSURIHVVLRQDO
FRPSUHKHQVLYH
JDUGHQVROXWLRQV
PDLQWHQDQFHVHUYLFHV
3OHDVHFRQWDFW5LFKDUG



LQIR#FREZHEJDUGHQZRUNVXN
ZZZFREZHEJDUGHQZRUNVXN

For all your tree and garden maintenance needs

call Darren Casey on
01435 812005 or 07798 793176
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Always in Season

3XWWLQJ\RXULQWHUHVWVÀUVW
 
  
  

 
 
    

U *ÀÛ>ÌiViÌ
ÃiÀÛViÃ
U 7Ã>`ÌÀÕÃÌÃ
ÃÌ>Ì
>Ìi
>Ì
i
U ÃÌ
>`
>`
 ÃÌÀ>Ì
Ì
U ,iÃ
i `i
iÌ>
« «
«À
«iÀ
iÀÌÞ
ÌÞ
U *À
À«i
«iÀÌ
ÀÌÞÞ
ÀÌ
`iÛi
i«i
i Ì

$" )""&%$(
  '"#$$#"-.0/132/.-1
#$! '"$")+&"&$"&*#!









 



£} -ÌÀiiÌ]i>Ì wi`/ Ó£n1
ä£{Îxnä£ä£vJ Õ} iÃ>Ü°V°Õ
     
JÕ} iÃ>Ü-ÕÃÃiÝ

Time for a new
financial plan?
Friendly independent advice
from your Mayfield based
Chartered Financial Planner
Contact Jenni MacdonaldSykes
for a conĮdenƟal feefree iniƟal
discussion on 01435 873133

Chevening Financial Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
Our Financial Services Register No: 478268
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Tim Glynn  DenƟst 
Kate Blundell  Hygienist

Call to register

01435 873659

www.mayĮelddentalcentre.com
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The Joint and Back
Clinic
Nigel Kettle Registered

Osteopath
Located Just Outside Mayfield Village
in Roselands Avenue with Easy Access
and Free Parking
Osteopathy, Acupuncture, ElectroTherapy, Injury Rehabilitation

MR STEPHEN J. NORMAN
BDS (LOND) LDS RCS (ENG)

WOODHILL DENTAL
CENTRE
Station Road, Mayfield TN20 6BP
Currently registering new private
patients
All aspects of dentistry including
fillings, crowns, bridges, implant
restorations and tooth whitening.
Experienced hygienist service
available.
Located next to the doctors’
surgery – parking available.

Start getting better today!



www.jointandback.com

Telephone: 01435 873070
Email:
woodhilldent@outlook.com
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MAYFIELD AND
FIVE ASHES
COMMUNITY CAR SERVICE
The Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service

Do youu need transsport?
?
We can help you get to:
medical appointments, dentists, hospital visits, day centre care.

COMMUNITY CARS Est. 1999

To qualify you must live in the parish boundary of
Mayfield and Five Ashes.

This is an answerphone service. Please leave your message of where you
need to go and date and time and someone will be in touch with you to
arrange.
VOLUNTEERS TO BE A DRIVER ALWAYS NEEDED. PLEASE GIVE US
A CALL OR POP INTO THE MAYFACS OFFICE.
You will need to give as much notice as possible in order to give us time
to find you a driver.

To book a car please ring
01435 873888

HEFFLE CARS
MAYFIELD & HEATHFIELD
PRIVATE HIRE & TAXI
AIRPORTS-LONDON-DOCKS
LONG DISTANCE
FAMILY RUN BUSINESS for 28yrs
TEL: 01435 867287
Email: hefflecars@aol.com
PROPRIETOR: DAVID BLACKFORD
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Why book your holiday with
PEACE
OF MIND

SAVE TIME
& MONEY

TRAVEL
EXPERTISE

www.thetravelconcept.co.uk
Tracy and Bianca are ready to discuss any travel requirements you may have.
We make sure your holidays are packed full of positive, life-long memories!

Get in touch – Call 01435 866555
or email ask@thetravelconcept.co.uk
thetravelconceptgirls

The Travel Concept

Allens Farm Oast
Sleeps 8  4 bedrooms  6 beds  3.5 bathrooms

www.sussexcountrygetaways.com
E: allensfarmsussex@gmail.com
T: 01435 872 697
@allensfarmsussex

@allensfarmoast
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Is your

Will

up to date?

Local Will
Writing Service
We provide a Professional
Will Writing Service in the
comfort of your own home
at a time convenient to you.
For a FREE Will Review &
help with all types of Wills,
Trusts, Lasting Powers of
Attorney and Probate.
CALL OUR LOCAL SPECIALIST

Tony Nunn
0800 1698038
Institute of Professional Willwriters

EKW
Legacy Planning
www.ekwlegacyplanning.co.uk
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Karenna Wilford Architects
Architecture
Interior Design
New build
Extensions
Refurbishments
Make the most of the space you have,
Create the space you need,
Increase the value of your property.
Call to arrange a free consultation

Tel:01435 872455

Mob:07757 770332

www.karennawilfordarchitects.com
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K

LOCKSMITHS

K

For All Your Security Needs
• 24hr Locksmith Service
• No Call Out Charge
• Domestic & Commercial
• Lock Fitting (Insurance Approved)
• uPVC Door & Window Lock Specialists
• Garage Door & Lock Repairs

01435 868493

Since 1997 we’ve specialised in all aspects of
carpentry and joinery. We’re experts in bespoke
wardrobes/cupboards. Kitchens, ﬂooring, windows,
doors, loft conversions, period and modern
property works.
Checkatrade approved, full project management and
full public liability.

Email: danny@keymarklocksmiths.com
www.keymarklocksmiths.com

For a free no obligation quotation
please call us on 07977 055637
enquiries@gacarpentry.co.uk

• On Site Key Cutting (We come to you)

Call Danny

07759 800694

Hailsham Road, Heatheld, East Sussex TN21 8AE
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www.gacarpentry.co.uk

Traditional
Mole, Mice,
Rabbits, Rats and
Squirrel catcher

  




   



PETER KING
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DIY Buddy
Need a hand with property maintenance?
Mayfield based experienced handyman
ready to help you with your DIY projects: Carpentry, landscape gardening, gardening
projects, house maintenance, woodwork
renovation, painting and decorating etc.
From small projects lasting a few hours to
more ambitious ideas lasting weeks call
Andrew if you need a hand.
Friendly, professional and extremely
hardworking.
Telephone 07909967052
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www.countrywiseconstruction.co.uk
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www.pbduffin.myportfolio.com

CALL PAUL: 07773 784866
Photographing People, Events
& Property In Sussex
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FREE CONSULTATIONS

50% OFF*

Tel: 01435 873323
)JHI4USFFUt.BZmFMEt&BTU4VTTFY5/""
www.hairstudio.uk.com
*your ﬁrst visit (cut and ﬁnish only)

   



 
+ (%!) (% + (%!&

   &)!'*"#
($!&#!#%""!"*"#(""#$"
"%!!"#"!#!"!""

"#  !%"$+-#"$#)("/ $".)
 #$!")!') !!) 0#!")")#!/ 
")!$!!( ($"(!,$"#"
Rusdens Home / Post Office, High Street, Mayfield, East Sussex, TN20 6AB
T: 01435 873330 E: jo@rusdenshome.co.uk
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SOME OF THE WINNERS AND WINNING ENTRIES FROM THE MAYFIELD
HORTICULTURAL SUMMER SHOW ON SATURDAY 17TH JULY

ARWEN HUXTABLE

REX WOOD

Front Cover: Steven Moore of Rapkyns Nursery.
Thank you to Bex Kemp, Simon Heaton and all the local organisations for their
images. Please continue to send your pictures to mayfieldnewsletter2012@gmail.com 60

