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Chevening Financial Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.   
Our Financial Services Register No: 478268 
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discussion on 01435 873133 
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1 Church View, High St, Mayfield TN20 6AB

01435 873670

www.gabrielinteriors.co.uk

Brands we stock include, Sanderson, Harlequin, 
Morris and Co, Prestigious, Clarke and Clarke, 
Studio G, Osbourne and Little and more.



WELCOME FROM THE EDITORS
  

Welcome to the March issue of our Newsletter, which is 
packed with serious, interesting, quirky and fun articles! 
Hopefully each and every one of our readers will find 
something of interest. 

On a personal note, we would like to thank Woodhill 
Surgery for their dedication in caring for all their patients 

during this unprecedented year and the exceptional organisation by the receptionists, 
the nursing staff, the admin team, especially Practice Manager, Andrew Cornell, and last, 
but definitely not least, the hard-pressed GPs. Thank you to you all. You should  have 
fit-for-purpose premises, and we hope that this can become a reality, as a result of  the 
proposal to replace the current Memorial Hall with an integrated community hall and 
medical centre, particularly as this was voted for by a majority of those households who 
participated in the ballot in January 2020.

Jeanette Hore & Philip James - Editors

DEADLINES FOR COPY AND HOW TO CONTACT US 
MONTHLY SUBMISSIONS mayfieldnewsletter2012@gmail.com by noon on the 15th. 
Please include your organisation, name or the topic of your copy in the Subject line of your 
email. Submissions must show the subject, name of author and a contact number in case of 
queries. 

No anonymous submissions will be accepted. We cannot accept hand-written copy at the 
Shopping Basket under current regulations. If you cannot email, please phone 872975.

FOR ANNUAL £25 SUBSCRIPTIONS AND GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS email 
mfansubscriptions@gmail.com for details of Bank and cheque payments by 20th or call 
872975.

FOR MONTHLY BLACK/WHITE AND COLOUR ADVERTISING email mfanadvertising@
gmail.com. Black/white quarter and half pages for 3, 6 and 12 months are from £26. Colour 
quarter and half pages for 1, 3, 6 and 12 months are from £20. REVISED DEADLINE FOR 
ADVERTISERS:- Copy and Bank/cheque payment deadline 10th.



USEFUL INFORMATION
MACE WILL RE-OPEN AS LONDIS MONDAY MARCH 8TH. There will be a Click and 
Collect service available once re-opened.

Post Office Opening Hours: Monday - Friday 09.30 - 16.30; Saturday 09.30 -1pm. Closed Sunday

Census 2021

Forms will be delivered to all households very soon and the census can be filled on-line. 
If you require any help filling out the census form please get in touch with MAYFACS on 
873888 and we can provide 1-1 help.

NATWEST MOBILE BANKING SERVICE

The service has resumed and operates on Mondays (except Bank Holiday Mondays) 
from 1.15 to 2.15pm in the Memorial Hall overflow car park

LOCATION OF DEFIBRILLATORS

Five Ashes Primary School - accessible from the pavement 
Woodhill Surgery - in the entrance porch 
Mayfield Primary School - on the wall by steps to main entrance 
Defibrillators are housed in weatherproof boxes and are accessible 24/7 
Full audio prompts guide you through as soon as you open the lid

MAYFIELD & FIVE ASHES PARISH COUNCIL NEWS FEBRUARY 2021

Office currently closed

Mayfield Community Centre update

The Memorandum of Agreement with Wealden District Council (WDC) was approved 
at the December 2020 Parish Council meeting and was signed by both parties at a 
virtual signing ceremony on 2nd February 2021. A copy of this document is available 
on the Community website.

Work has been on going to finesse the original project plan with the benefit of the 
expertise from WDC and with particular respect to the upfront activity, which includes 
the appointment of architects and other professionals. This updated programme of 
work will then enable the financial schedule to be established, which is important 
for the Parish Council, because of the need to determine the dates by which we 
need to draw-down loan payments from the Public Works Loan Board. WDC will, 
independently, be contributing 50% of the entire build costs, not only to cover the 
building of the new Health Centre but a contribution also to the new Community 
Centre.



This is an enormous step forward for the future life of our Parish, ensuring that the 
health and wellbeing of all our residents remains high on our list of priorities. At the 
time of writing completion is still scheduled for quarter 1 of 2023.

Since writing this update we understand that an anonymous paper has been circulated 
to households containing a number of untruths. We hope that the regular updates 
you have received from the committee and the information on our website will ensure 
that you see this document for what it is, an apparent attempt, yet again, to stop 
progress in our Parish.

Message from the Rights of Ways Committee

It has been great to see how popular our local countryside has been over the last 
year and lockdown has certainly allowed a growing number of walkers to explore the 
numerous paths and tracks around the parish. The downside, apart from the good 
old Wealden clay, is that our infrastructure of stiles and gates has had an enormous 
amount of traffic which has made a number in desperate need of repair. In normal 
times we have a small team of dedicated volunteers who try and keep on top of this 
but with COVID-19, the restrictions have prevented any meaningful outings.

We would like to thank those landowners who have actively engaged in repairs and 
appeal to those who have public rights of ways across their land to continue to check 
their stiles and gates. It is actually the statutory duty of landowners to do this but we  
appreciate this is not the easiest time of year. In the meantime please continue to 
enjoy the great outdoors and report any issues you come across to the Parish Council 
office to enable us to keep track of particular problems.

Lambing Season – Keep your dog on a lead

With lambing season fast approaching, and some farms already beginning to lamb, people are 
being urged to keep their dogs under control, and certainly on a lead, while they are walking in 
rural areas and around livestock. A farmer can legally shoot a dog that is chasing livestock and 
seek compensation from the person responsible for the animal, so please don’t take the risk. If 
you are walking your dog in the countryside and are unfamiliar with the area, always keep your 
dog on the lead, as there could be sheep and cattle nearby that you aren’t aware of. Sheep 
worrying is an offence and you could be liable for prosecution and heavy financial penalties if 
your dog is involved in an incident of this type. Always plan your route, stick to footpaths and 
please abide by any signs or rules; don’t remove them or deface them as they are there for a 
reason. Further, please do not remove stock fencing or damage it. There have been reports 
from farmers and landowners about their cattle escaping out onto public land or into the road 
because stock fencing has been removed. Farmers, or members of the public can contact 
the dedicated Rural Crime Team below if you have concerns, or for more information. Please 
continue to report crime to 101/online (non-emergency) and 999 in an emergency.

Twitter:@SussexRuralCops

Email:ruralcrime.team@sussex.pnn.police.uk



COVID-19 NHS organised home visits

Home visits across Sussex are being coordinated by the GP-led vaccination services for people 
who are eligible and considered housebound. People who are registered housebound with 
their GP will be contacted. They will always contact you before a visit is made to confirm the 
appointment and ensure you are in when they come. They will know your name, address and 
NHS number, and will only be contacting you to confirm an appointment. They will not ask 
for any personal details – and definitely not payment. When the person arrives to do the 
vaccination, they will carry NHS ID. Please ask to see it before you let them into your home.

Please remember the NHS will:

• NEVER ask you to press a button on your keypad or send a text to confirm you want  
 the vaccine

• NEVER ask for payment or for your bank details

If you receive a call you believe to be fraudulent, hang up. If you believe you have been the 
victim of fraud or identity theft, you should report this directly to Action Fraud on 0300 1232040. 
Where the victim is vulnerable, report it to Sussex Police online or by calling 101.

New Covid-19 testing site

A local testing site in part of South Road car park, Hailsham, has received approval. The 
licence for the site, that went live on 11th February, is for 6 months. Please note that Covid-19 
Stakeholder briefings are being posted on the Community website. 

Operation Collar

Sussex Police are taking action to prevent dog theft, as soaring prices for pets during lockdown 
has seen a rise in theft nationally. Reports of dog theft are thankfully relatively low in Sussex but 
police do ask dog owners to take necessary steps to keep them safe by:

• Ensure your pet is microchipped and registered with up-to-date information.

• Invest in a collar and name tag, and use your surname rather than your pet’s name  
 on name tags. Make sure to include your telephone number so you can be easily   
 contacted if your pet is found. Your dog should always wear a collar and ID tag, as  
 this is a legal requirement when your dog is in a public place.

• Take clear photos of your pet and remember to include any distinctive markings that  
 could identify them.

• Do not leave your dog unattended in the garden, the car or outside shops if at all possible.

• Review social media security settings, and be careful with the details you share

• Pay attention to your surroundings and know where your dog is at all times when out  
 walking. Be mindful of anyone trying to distract you or draw your dog’s attention   
 away from you. If you feel that someone is watching you and your dog, move away  
 from them and call the police.

• Some dogs may live in kennels outside. Ensure you make it as hard as possible for  
 someone to break in. Use multiple locks and have CCTV cameras covering the   
 kennel as a deterrent.



• Ensure all gates are locked at top and bottom with a shoot bolt and padlock.

• Ensure gardens and yards are secure so that no one can gain entry or pull your dog out.  
 Make sure fences and hedges are secure, with no gaps that a dog can squeeze through.

• Consider driveway alarms and CCTV  as these can act as a visual, as well as a physical, deterrent.

Vote by post in this year’s elections

East Sussex is holding local elections on Thursday, 6th May – but did you know you can arrange 
to vote by post if you apply now? The elections are for all 50 county councillors, for some seats 
on district and borough councils and for the Police and Crime Commissioner for Sussex. Polling 
stations will be open as normal, but if you would rather vote by post than in person, you can 
apply now to do this.

https://www.gov.uk/.../publications/apply-for-a-postal-vote

https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/.../localelect.../registering/

Reminder of 2021 Census

An advertising campaign by the Office of National Statistics is underway to inform the public 
that the Census is coming on Sunday 21st March 2021. Ahead of Census Day a letter will be 
sent to every household in the post with an access code and instructions. It is mandatory for 
every household to respond, and this year it is going to be largely digital – so keep an eye out 
for it! The Authorities will have field officers who will be assisting those with problems, but this 
will never be inside your home. Information about the Census can be found at census.gov.uk, 
or you can search the web for the Census 2021 website.

Temporary road closure

Tidebrook Road, Rushers Cross From outside a property known as Bridge House to the junction 
with the Lake Street, a distance of approximately 40 metres on 8th March 2021 for one day to 
allow for tree cutting works.

Parish Council Meetings

The meeting schedule on the website: www.mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk shows this month’s 
Council and Committee meetings as well as agendas, minutes of meetings and other relevant 
documentation. This is also available for viewing at the Parish Council Office when it is open. 

Please email the Clerk for meeting joining instructions up to half an hour before a meeting 
commences if you wish to attend.

Janna Todd, Parish Clerk 

Old Manor House, High Street, Mayfield TN20 6AL 

Telephone 873784 E-mail: clerk@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk



MAYFACS

(Mayfield & Five Ashes Community Services) 
www.mayfacs.org.uk   Helpline Number 873888

A BIG THANK YOU

We were very grateful to receive a huge selection of fabulous artisan food and drinks products, 
all beautifully wrapped, from ‘Melted Inside’, an online marketplace dedicated to artisan food 
and drink. Candy Bowles the owner delivered them to the Post Office and Jo Eates kindly offered 
to house them for us which allowed people to come in and make a donation for these products. 
Such a wonderful and generous donation to our village. Thank you to those wonderful ladies.

Telephone Helpline Number

When you ring our number, it is an answerphone service. It may ring for a long time, so please 
do be patient, the answerphone does kick in, eventually!

Gill Weavers – Chairman
September Cottage, Fletching Street,
Mayfield, TN20 6TE 
☎ 01435 872958  
✉ gill.weavers@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

Jeremy Watkiss – Vice Chairman
Cherry Tree Cottage, Coggins  
Mill Lane, Mayfield, TN20 6UT
☎ 01435 873844
✉ jerry.watkiss@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

Monica Aitken
Coldharbour, Lake Street,  
Mayfield, TN20 6PT
☎ 01435 872454
✉  monica.aitken@mayfieldfiveashes.

org.uk

Patricia Balfour
Knowle, Newick Lane,  
Mayfield, TN20 6RD
☎ 01435 872920
✉  patricia.balfour@mayfieldfiveashes.

org.uk

Tommy Buck
24 Southmead Close,
Mayfield TN20 6UJ,
☎ 07718 787748
✉ tommy.buck@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk 

Jane Driscoll
May House, The Warren
Mayfield
TN20 6UB
☎ 01435 872700
✉ jane.driscoll@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

James Lench 
Westwood St Dunstan
West Street
Mayfield, TN20 6DS 
☎ 01435 872138
✉ james.lench@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk 

Christopher Lilly 
Versyns Farm, Vale Road,  
Mayfield, TN20 6BD
☎ 01435 873631
✉ chris.lilly@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

David Miles
39 Mayfield Grange, Little Trodgers Lane, 
Mayfield, TN20 6BF
☎ 01435 873980
✉ david.miles@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

Rosemary Neal 
Hurst Hill, Rotherfield Lane,  
Mayfield, TN20 6ET
☎ 01435 872113 
✉  rosemary.neal@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

Jim Rait
Upper Cowden
Five Ashes, TN20 6HN
☎ 01435 872595
✉ jim.rait@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

Deveda Redman 
Fair Meadow Farm, Fir Toll Road, 
Mayfield, TN20 6NA
☎ 01435 872558
✉  deveda.redman@mayfieldfiveashes.

org.uk

Sally Ann Tibbles
Lower Crabb; Wellbrook Hill, 
Mayfield, TN20 6HJ
☎ 01435 872469
✉  sally-ann.tibbles@mayfieldfiveashes.

org.uk

Richard Tupper
Old Cottage, High Street
Mayfield, TN20 6AB
☎ 07976 550 890
✉  richard.tupper@mayfieldfiveashes.

org.uk

Julie Upton 
Little Hurst, Swife Lane, Broad Oak,  
Heathfield, TN21 8UX
☎ 01435 883404 
✉ julie.upton@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

PUBLIC OPENING TIMES
Monday  09.00 – 11.00
Wednesday  09.00 – 12.00
Friday 09.00 – 11.00

OFFICE ADDRESS
Mayfield & Five Ashes Parish 
Council
Old Manor House, High Street,  
Mayfield TN20 6AL

Tel  01435 873784
Fax  01435 873726
Email   clerk@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk
Web  www.mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

Councillor details

www.mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk



Scams, Vaccines and Transport

If you need transport to get your vaccination, please do ring us – whatever your age. 

Be scam aware! Don’t be taken in by scammers offering Covid vaccines. These vaccines are 
free! To report a scam contact Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040.

For more details on the type of scams around, you can visit www.friendsagainstscams.org.uk

The Shed

The shed is looking amazing! We can’t wait to be able to show it off and get started on 
shedding. By the time you read this, it should be nearly ready. We can then start to put things 
into their final places. Now is a good time to register your interest in joining us at the Shed, or 
just find out more.

None of this would have been possible without the work of Ian and some totally dedicated 
volunteers. The painters have braved freezing temperatures to get the painting done, in time 
for the final flooring to be fitted. There is heat in there though, in case you are wondering!

Some of you may have seen Ian on the TV. As often happens, the TV people cut the news 
item so much, it distorted the real story – no mention of it being a MAYFACS project or of 
the volunteers. The recording was originally made for DFDS for an award Ian received for his 
work on the Shed (well-deserved Ian!) and we can guarantee that was quite different. We really 
hope to start having small groups of ‘Shedders’ in there as soon as we are allowed. We are also 
investigating putting in a live Zoom link that can operate when the Shed is open so you can be 
part of the Shed if you are still unable to leave home.

Email Ian at theshed@mayfacs.org.uk or telephone our helpline number.

Activities

We have weekly zoom meetings at 1.30pm on Mondays and the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays in the 
month at 2.30pm. Anyone can join us for a chat, to share in our activities and on Wednesdays be 
entertained by Phoenix Hadden, from Heathfield School. She has already taxed our brains with 
her quizzes, so do come and to join us. Everyone is welcome and we can help you download 
zoom if this is new to you. Phone or email Freya for the zoom links.

Help with Home Schooling

Again, via Zoom, we have the following sessions available for primary school pupils, wherever 
they may live. The story has been recorded and the audio sessions are available to listen to via 
our website. Any child can join us from anywhere! If your grandchildren might be interested, 
get in touch with Freya for the links.

Monday 3pm-3.20pm.Recorders with Theresa Duthie Jackson: Years 3-6

Tuesday  1.30pm -2.15pm. Drama with Kate Kong: Years 4-6

Tuesday & Thursday  3pm- 3.25pm. Story time with Shirley Holland: Years 3-6

Wednesdays 3.30- 4.30pm. Art with Kelly Anne Robson: Years 3-6



Co-op Local Cause

MAYFACS is one of the Co-op’s local good causes until 23rd October 2021.  
Specifically, the money raised is to go towards the MAYFACS Shed. 

So, please can you choose us as your local good cause. You can do this by logging into our 
unique URL: https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/52020

Please pass this onto your family and friends to support us if you can. By going through this 
unique log-in, you can register to support us from anywhere in England. Need help to do this? 
Just ring 873888 and leave a message to say you need help to choose MAYFACS as a local 
Coop cause. 

Matinee Films

It is not looking hopeful that we will be showing films anytime soon, but if, by some miracle, 
we can do so this month, we will contact people by telephone and via the villages’ Facebook 
pages with details.

Office Opening & Helpline

At present the office is closed as we are encouraged to work from home, but we are still here 
providing support if you need it. If you require printing, photocopying or laminating we can 
arrange to do that, so please call us and we have information we can also pass on about local 
carers and cleaners et al should you need it.

Hardship Fund

If you are finding yourself struggling and need a bit of help financially, please do get in touch. 
You can ring 873888, leave your name and telephone number and someone will call you back, 
or email hardshipfund@mayfacs.org.uk. We treat every contact in the strictest confidence.

Just Giving

Thank you to the many people who have made financial donations to us. Everything helps, 
especially as we are receiving no income from our activities. If you wish to donate online, to 
support what we are giving to the community, please go to www.justgiving/mayfacs.

Easyfundraising & Amazon Smile

For those things not available in the village and that you need to shop online for, please go 
through our ‘easyfundraising’ site and earn extra pennies for us as a charity. It will not cost you 
anything! www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/mayfacs/

Shop on AmazonSmile at https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1166647-0, and Amazon donates to 
Mayfield And Five Ashes Community Services, at no cost to you. AmazonSmile is now also 
available in the Amazon Shopping App to all AmazonSmile customers using an iPhone or 
Android devices. When you have activated AmazonSmile in the app, every eligible purchase 
will automatically generate a donation for your organisation.

Contact Details – Shirley Holland, Freya Huxtable, Clare Vosloo, Ian Bruce. Telephone: 
873888 in the first instance and leave a message. We will phone you back. www.mayfacs.org.uk

Emails: manager@mayfacs.org.uk, freya@mayfacs.org.uk, clare@mayfacs.org.uk, theshed@
mayfacs.org.uk



FEATURES
SUSSEX WILDLIFE TRUST

Brimstone butterfly 

This lockdown has certainly felt harder because of the winter. Don’t get me wrong, 
I’ve enjoyed the bleak beauty of the season: bare trees, frosted landscapes. But 
now I need something to get my heart racing. I need a sign – some hope in these 
challenging times, a promise of those dynamic spring months ahead, a flash of colour. 
In March, my light at the end of the tunnel is an oncoming butterfly.

On sculpted, vibrant yellow wings, the brimstone butterfly makes his elegant entrance 
into the New Year on those bright March days when you feel the warmth of the sun on 
your face. Its distinctive yellow wings have given birth to a legend – that this ‘butter-
coloured fly’ was the inspiration for the word butterfly. This claim may be a myth and 
it’s also untrue that these March brimstones are the first signs of the year’s new life. 
By the time brimstones appear in March they are already on their last (six) legs. Fresh 
brimstone butterflies emerged from their chrysalises in late summer, so by now they 
could be seven months old – and in butterfly years that’s ancient. Admittedly, almost 
all of that time they’ve been asleep in a hedge, sheltered from the storms under holly 
and ivy. Yet despite the worst winter weather they always emerge immaculate in the 
spring. They must be made of Teflon. When they awake the (bright yellow) males 
search for a mate, they mate, the (pale yellow) females lay eggs and then they both 
die. Still, an adult life of over ten months earns them the title of our longest-lived 
butterfly. An insect OAP.

The brimstone’s caterpillars feed on the leaves of buckthorn and alder buckthorn, 
unobtrusive shrubs which, like the butterfly, are widespread across Sussex. When I first 
became the proud owner of a garden it was only a matter of days before I evicted the 
gnomes and planted an alder buckthorn. The following spring, I was excited to watch 
a brimstone laying her tiny skittle shaped eggs and I studied the caterpillars, as they 
hungrily defoliated my tree, content in the knowledge that I was doing my bit to raise 
the following year’s brimstone brigade. 

My first brimstone sighting each year doesn’t exactly mean that spring is starting but 
it’s certainly a sign that winter is starting to end. And, after the tough winter that we’ve 
all just suffered, that’s good enough for me. Either way, this beautiful yellow butterfly 
is a welcome messenger of what’s to come – the first sulphurous spark to ignite the 
blaze of spring. Let’s hope that with the spring comes hope for a brighter year for us all. 

Michael Blencowe



BOOK CORNER

THE SALT PATH BY RAYNOR WINN

For those who have not yet read this best seller, I strongly recommend it. This is the extraordinary 
narrative of a couple who, in their early fifties and with 32 years of married bliss behind them, 
suddenly find themselves hit by a tsunami of misfortune. Together they made an incredible 
decision as to how they would cope, at least for the short term. Homeless, penniless and, with 
one of them terminally ill, they embarked on an adventure which would test their reserves to the 
limit and together they came through. 

Raynor and her husband Moth lost their hard-earned fortune and business through no fault of 
their own, having made a disastrous investment through a so-called “friend”. They were legally 
in the right but three years of courtroom battles had left them financially bereft. Right at the last 
minute, Raynor is able to find evidence which could have saved their home but this was thrown 
out due to a simple procedural oversight. In just one week the couple were forced to hand over 
their sheep farm in Wales, vacate their beautiful old country house, place their belongings in 
storage and repay to summer visitors monies sent for holiday bookings. 

Moth meanwhile was diagnosed with corticobasal degeneration and given a short time to live. 
The decision the couple then made appears therefore bizarre and ignores all the medical advice 
of “take it easy, be careful on the stairs, keep warm”. They decided to walk the 630-mile South 
West Coast Path, camping in the wilds and savouring the natural life to the full. 

Raynor’s account is uplifting and, I consider, beautifully written. She describes lovingly, and in 
fine detail, much of the natural life which the couple observe, as well as the land contours, the 
treacherous cliffs, and the vagaries of the weather. Born and bred on the land she is totally 
at home in the wilds, but the trek is often tricky and laborious. Equipped with Paddy Dillon’s 
guidebook, the trek from Minehead, Somerset to Pencarrow Head in Cornwall is far lengthier 
than the guide leads them to expect but at no point do they falter. 

Together they battle with the ever-present sense of hunger, the cold and of course the elements, 
while their increasingly ragged and dirty appearance becomes repellent to others. Money is 
always short. Raynor, however, shows a keen awareness of the different reactions of strangers in 
cafes, or when greeted, as they often are, by fellow backpackers, most of whom are young, robust 
and outgoing. They frequently express surprise that Raynor and Moth should be walking the 
Coast Path at their age. The couple quickly learn however not to betray the fact to anyone that 
they are actually homeless, something which they withhold from their two grown-up children, who 
are away at university. Despite the exhilaration they often feel, the couple are at all times aware 
of the dark shadow cast over the venture by the medical prediction that Moth’s remaining time 
on earth is short and there is also the ever-present grief over the lifestyle in their beloved corner 
of Wales they have been forced to abandon. They press on regardless, determined to complete 
their journey and the reader is sometimes compelled to wonder if the couple are in fact in denial.

On reading internet reviews submitted by readers, most are favourable, while a few found the 
book repetitive and tedious. I cannot agree with this for the most part, and still less with the 
charge that the account is “moaning”. Certainly, Raynor does not completely disguise the 
misery but there were always grounds for that. Pessimism, however, is always counterbalanced 
by a constant spirit of buoyancy and feistiness, as well as an overwhelming determination, which 
I found uplifting. The book has a sequel, “The Wild Silence”, which I look forward to reading. 
Published in 2018, Raynor has sadly since died.

Cynthia Baker



EDITORS’ NOTE

The Newsletter would like to start a small monthly section on book recommendations. Please 
submit your suggestions by 15th of every month including Title, Author, a couple of sentences 
as to why you are recommending it and the book’s availability if known. 

VILLAGE PEOPLE

A LONDONER’S MAYFIELD EXPERIENCE

Since the start of lockdown people have been migrating from their apartments and flats in the 
city and escaping to the countryside. Wondering how the shift between the two landscapes 
feels, we spoke to a young woman who had made the switch from Wandsworth, London to 
Mayfield over the lockdown period. Here, she writes of her experience in Mayfield during this 
time and its comparisons with the city.

“After spending a blissful two weeks in Mayfield over Christmas, I couldn’t quite face leaving and 
returning to London - especially after the announcement of yet another lockdown (probably the 
most brutal one so far, with no fixed end date in sight, and the bleak winter months to contend 
with). With most of the perks of London taken away from us -  culture, arts, pubs, restaurants 
and gatherings with friends, I was in no rush to return to the city. With everything closed and 
no one around, London had lost its appeal somewhat. So,...I thought to myself - why not stay 
in Mayfield a little longer!

Mayfield truly is in a beautiful area. There are many things to love about it, but as a Londoner, I 
especially appreciated the fresh country air, and the lack of traffic and other humans! In London 
I live close to a main road, and at first it was strange for me falling asleep in the total silence 
of the village. I soon got used to that though. Whilst London has gorgeous parks and green 
spaces, the ability to go out and get into unmanicured nature in Mayfield felt very cathartic. 
Mayfield has stunning routes and walks. I would go running up East Street, down Piccadilly Lane 
and along Newick Lane, and it was uplifting to fill my lungs with cleaner, greener air. The sheer 
number of hills around Mayfield also improved my fitness hugely! At the weekends, my family 
and I would usually walk down East Street, around Merrieweathers and onto Coggins Mill, cross 
onto Pennybridge Lane and back into the fields by the Wishing Tree. We’d also walk in the 
woods around Glebe Farm and down the footpath on The Avenue. 

All the walking/jogging was a great way to relieve stress from work and I can understand why 
people fall in love with the countryside. As well as walking in the fields and woods of Mayfield’s 
countryside, walking through the village and in residential areas was just as lovely. Nearly every 
person I walked by offered a ‘good morning’ or at the very least a smiling face. At that moment 
especially, the nods and smiles shared with passersby seemed to be saying ‘we’re all fed up 
but we’re all in this together’. Reading the Newsletter and seeing all the organisations and 
societies, like Mayfacs, the History Society and the Film Club, has enhanced my appreciation of 
the importance of community in Mayfield. I love London but experiencing life in Mayfield was 
definitely very healing and relaxing, and a welcome distraction from the continuing Covid19 
pandemic”

Holly Slimming



Note from the Editors: friends who have moved to Mayfield from London are called 
DFLs by their neighbours. DFL? – Down from London…It could be worse! 

ALSOP AND WALKER, CHEESEMAKERS OF QUALITY 
MAKING CHEESE FIT FOR A KING

Having only spoken to him on the phone, Arthur Alsop, who hails from Aberdeen, appears to 
me to be a modest man. His company’s website does happen to mention that its world famous 
award-winning ‘Lord London’ cheese (launched for the 2012 London Olympics) was served at 
the Wedding Breakfast of Kate and William, but he does not shout about it, and indeed he only 
found about it third hand from one of the executive chefs involved in the catering. 

However, Arthur does believe in getting things done and that this is best achieved by 
communicating one’s passion and enthusiasm for the subject at hand. He also is very mindful 
of the sage advice of a ski instructor when he was 12. In response to Arthur proudly telling his 
sisters that he had not fallen over at all, the instructor told him that he needed to push himself 
beyond that which he thought he was capable of to succeed. In relation to his cheesemaking 
business, established in 2008 and located mainly in Coles Hall Barns, Five Ashes, he has clearly 
put that advice into practice very successfully. 

Selling online and with a shop in Borough Market, the company now makes and supplies its 
well-known cheeses to many of the top restaurants in London (Michel Roux at The Langham, 
The Goring Hotel, the Savoy, the Ritz to name but a few), some in Japan, one restaurant in 
France and the world famous, award-winning ‘Mayfield’ cheese (in the top 50 world cheeses) is 
sold as far as Australia. It also supplies to various corporate organisations, to Farm Shops and 
delicatessens (such as the Cuckoo Deli in Heathfield) locally, and its ‘Lord London’ cheese can 
be found on the ‘Pink Cabbage’ takeaway pizzas in Mayfield itself, but you will not find their 
cheeses in supermarkets.

Cheesemaking at Coles Hall Barns actually started about two and a half years before Arthur 
bought the business. His friend Eddie, a South African, had got it going, but then decided to 
return to South Africa. Arthur, looking for a change, but knowing nothing about making cheese, 
and, remembering his ski instructor’s advice, took it over, with two month’s training from Eddie. 
From then on, as he says, it was “learning from my mistakes”, although he did go on a course 9 
years later to consolidate what he understood and to learn more about cheese craft, but it was 
probably as much his quiet innate confidence in his ability to get things done that has brought 
him and his company to where they are today.

At the best of times, it is not an easy business in which to be. With a workforce of 9 plus 
himself, he is up by 4.30 every morning, and he and one other member of staff actually make 
the cheese, currently at two sites in Sussex. The remaining members of staff are involved in the 
maturing, packing, selling and other aspects of marketing the cheeses. A cheesemaker has to 
think about demand some 6-8 months ahead, when the cheese has matured, so the company 
will soon be planning for Christmas when we are all buying Easter Eggs.

The ‘Lord London’, a semi soft cows’ milk cheese, and the ‘Mayfield’, the only cheese in the 
UK to have ‘natural eyes’ formed by the culture breathing out carbon dioxide, are their prize 
cheeses, and their Sussex Camembert is thought to compare very favourably, by the French, 
to their cheese. Arthur’s current favourite is the Cheesemaker Special, which is a year-old hard 
cheese with calcium crystals running through it.



Some of their milk is supplied by local farmer Guy Brickell, whose brand of meat products, 
‘The Sussex Showman’, was covered in an earlier Newsletter issue at the end of last year. The 
additional milk needed is topped up by milk suppliers within a 14-mile radius of his business.

The pandemic has not made life any easier for the Company. During the first lockdown turnover 
was significantly down, especially when airlines the Company supplies stopped flying, private 
dining in sports stadiums became impossible and Eurostar reduced its schedule to 4 trains a 
day. Prior to the lockdown the Company was selling 200 wheels of the ‘Mayfield”, weighing 20 
kilos each, in a good month. In lockdown they were lucky to sell 35. However, December went 
well as people still shopped for Christmas despite the restrictions. So that advance planning 
paid off, especially when being locked down eight months on was unimaginable!

Despite the vicissitudes of the pandemic, Arthur is not in search of a change. Award-making 
cheesemaking continues to be his passion and people still want to eat quality food. Long may 
that continue in Mayfield and Five Ashes. 

Sue Smith

AN INTERVIEW WITH SARAH RATCLIFFE, LOCAL YOGA TEACHER

Yoga means to unite, a search for harmony and balance in the mind, body and spirit.

It was in the spring of 2004, after several years of desk work, driving and lifting heavy bags and 
boxes that my back began to complain in a major way. As many people know, there is nothing 
like a bad back to make you feel old beyond your years. I had heard that yoga could help, so 
was pleased to see an advertisement in the Post Office window for a Monday evening yoga 
session. I phoned the number and spoke to Sarah Ratcliffe, who had just started up the class 
and reassured me that you didn’t have to be bendy or particularly fit to do yoga. I bought a 
mat and turned up for my first class. Yes, at first it was hard, I could hardly move! I have never 
been athletic or sporty but over the weeks my flexibility and strength improved and nearly 
seventeen years later I can honestly say, (forgive me for being evangelical), that Sarah’s yoga 
class changed my life and that I would encourage anyone to give yoga a try. 

Sarah and her husband Andrew moved to Mayfield in 1984 to a house in Coggins Mill Lane 
where they could bring up their two girls in a country environment. In 1993 they moved to 
Hoopers Farm, the garden of which many people will know, it being one of the National Garden 
Scheme ‘Open Gardens’ in Mayfield. For several years, Sarah kept horses and spent a lot of her 
time looking after them, riding and sometimes competing. During the girls’ school years, the 
family was involved with the Eridge Pony Club

It is said that when someone is ready for yoga, a teacher will appear and that is exactly what 
happened. In 1995 Sarah started attending a yoga class in the Scout Hall and was immediately 
hooked! She had tried yoga in her student days but at that time was more interested in the 
fast and furious demands of aerobics classes and didn’t continue with yoga practice. However, 
after trying yoga for a second time, she was able to fully appreciate the holistic nature of the 
practice and explore the vast philosophical and spiritual tradition that supports it. She had no 
intention of teaching but when the teacher decided to give up the class in Mayfield, some of 
Sarah’s friends encouraged her to take it instead. She had already completed a Foundation 
course with The British Wheel of Yoga (BWY), so then embarked upon the formal Teacher’s 
Diploma, which was held in London. The three-year training was very comprehensive, involving 
all aspects of yoga including anatomy and physiology, postures, yoga philosophy, breathing 
practices, relaxation and meditation. 



There are many styles of yoga and as Sarah’s teaching and practice evolved, her approach to 
posture work changed to a less conventional style with influences from other natural movement 
disciplines such as Feldenkrais and Somatics. Another strong influence has been the teachings 
of Vanda Scaravelli, who brought a new dimension to yoga practice in the mid to late 20th 
century. She encouraged people to notice how to feel the quality of the movement in postures, 
how the body responds to gravity and how to release tension. This way of enquiry, allowing the 
body’s natural intelligence to awaken, underpins Sarah’s approach to yoga practice.

As well as running a range of regular classes in the local area, Sarah has also developed classes 
for people with restricted mobility. In 2005 she was asked by Age Concern to set up a class 
for the residents of Canterbury Court in Mayfield. The participants took part in seated and 
standing exercises, with breathing practices and relaxation techniques that would help to 
sustain independent living, as well as improving mental and social wellbeing. There would 
always be a cup of tea after the classes, providing a chance for people to get together and chat. 
The class was so popular that it continued for ten years. Sarah is currently running a new course 
for those who prefer not to get down onto the floor (or get up again!), this is the BWY ‘Gentle 
Years Yoga’ programme. 

Recently, Sarah was asked to take part in a research trial led by Northumbria University, 
Newcastle and BWY. The trial will be examining the benefits of yoga as a treatment for certain 
age-related conditions. If successful, it may lead to yoga being available to some patients on 
the NHS, prescribed by the GP. 

During Lockdown yoga has proved to be helpful in keeping people toned, fit and mentally 
balanced. Although some have taken to sessions via You Tube, Sarah’s classes have moved to 
Zoom and although a little different, have still provided that sense of community enabling us 
all to carry on with our ‘downward facing dogs’. The other benefit is not having to go out in the 
cold to get home! However, nothing will replace that feeling of being in a room of people, with 
Sarah at the front, guiding and helping us all on our own individual yoga journeys. Let’s hope 
we’re all back in the Scout Hall soon. Thank you Sarah! 

For further info: Tel: 873310 Mob: 07721009549 sarah@sarahratcliffeyoga.co.uk

Barbara Murray

OUR CHURCHES

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER – FRIDAY, 5TH MARCH

Mayfield and Five Ashes will be taking part in this worldwide wave of prayer, through our 
own service via Zoom at 2pm on Friday 5th March. We will be showing a short film and then 
following a service put together by the women of the Republic of Vanuatu, located in the South 
Pacific Ocean. Whilst mention of the South Pacific may immediately conjure up images of 
exotic beaches and glorious wildlife, the people there have their own problems to face on a 
daily basis. Their theme is ‘Build on a strong foundation’ to inspire us all to live in unity, love 
and peace.

If you would like to join the Zoom service, do please contact your WDP reps:

julia.lawrence10@btinternet.com St Dunstan’s



marybrentnall@hotmail.com St Thomas’s

liz.keene@aol.co.uk Colkins Mill

They will provide details of the Zoom link and also a booklet to enable you to follow the service. 
We look forward to seeing you.

Julia Lawrence

COLKINS MILL CHURCH

We are looking forward to being part of the World Day of Prayer on Friday 5th March 
(see Julia Lawrence’s notice). There is a lot of prayer about. February saw Archbishop 
Justin Welby’s timely call for us all to pray for the Nation each day. This year quite a 
few of the Colkins Mill Church family have committed to setting aside special time 
with God each week through Lent, along with many other Christians in the village I am 
sure. The word “Lent” comes from the Old English meaning “Springtime”. I love all 
the connotations of growth, promise and new life. We are looking forward to Easter.

Steve Harland contact@colkinsmillchurch.org.uk 873194

ST. DUNSTAN’S

What a lot of laughter we’ve had in the past few weeks as we adjust to services on 
Zoom! Many of us have finally found the ‘mute’ button, adjusted our cameras so we 
are in view, rather than just the light fitting, and enjoyed not only the familiar words of 
our Service but also scenes from inside our church, music, homilies, prayer and very 
animated natter afterwards. Of course, it’s not like being properly in church but, for 
now, it’s a great deal better than nothing, as we navigate our way through getting our 
jabs and we look forward to things improving come the spring.

Mounting the services has been a real team effort where we’ve learned as we go 
along to avoid the more obvious bloopers. We are so grateful to the visiting priests 
who’ve been helping us and to our stalwart, Deacon Di Blackden. If you would like to 
join us on Zoom, just contact stdunstan@tiscali.co.uk for either a link or the phone-in 
details. And watch this space for more activities through Lent and up to Easter.

The Churchwardens

ST. THOMAS OF CANTERBURY

As I write this in mid- February, Lent is about to start, and spring is just around the 
corner. These are both seasons of renewal. Lent is a time of reflection and preparation 
for the great feast of Easter. Let’s hope and pray that with the roll out of the vaccinations 
we will be able to celebrate Easter with more freedom this year.



Father Patrick continues to say four masses a week. As more of the congregation 
receive the vaccination the attendance at Mass is increasing. It is therefore necessary 
to book for Sunday Mass. As the restrictions continue to change, I advise you to check 
the website for up-to-date information on services.

www.stthomasmayfield.org.uk

Mary Brentnall

OUR SCHOOLS
MAYFIELD PRIMARY SCHOOL - A TERM IN LOCKDOWN  

This term school may have been shut to the majority of children but that doesn’t mean learning 
has stopped! Our children have continued to work hard on all areas of the curriculum with the 
support of their parents and carers at home. Here are a few examples of the wonderful learning 
that has been taking place.

Reception

In Reception we had lots of bird-related fun with the RSPB’s ‘Big Garden Birdwatch’! This 
encouraged us to take the time to look closely at the beautiful British birds that visit our school 
and our gardens. We made bird food cakes to feed the birds, built nests outside, read stories 
about birds and went on listening walks to hear their songs and calls. All of this inspired lots of 
beautiful bird related art! 

Year 1

Pipits Class have been learning all about the Polar Regions! We have listened and explored the 
story ‘Poles Apart’ by Jeanne Willis. This has been used as a basis for our diary and story writing. 
We have also created some Arctic themed collages.

Year 2

Bramblings’ Class have been reading and performing the story ‘The Further Adventures of The 
Owl and The Pussycat’ by Julia Donaldson. This is the story in Susie’s own words.



            

Year 3 

In Year 3 the children were asked to choose an animal and then to research what it eats, how 
it gets its food, where it lives, whether it is a herbivore, carnivore or omnivore and any other 
facts that they wished to add. Part of our learning in Science is about nutrition so we have been 
looking at nutrition for humans and animals.

Year 4 

In Year 4 the children were asked to paint a picture from the class text, ‘The Rainbow Bear’ by Michael 
Morpurgo. The following lesson, they planned and wrote about the painting they had created.



Year 5 

Our topic this term has been based on World War II. We have been looking at how the war 
started, who the allies and the axis powers were and the World War II leaders. We have also 
been making gas mask boxes and designing 1940s cookery book covers. In particular we have 
been looking at how children were sent away from large towns and cities to the countryside and 
we have been writing newspaper articles about ‘the evacuees leaving London.’ 

Year 6 

In Falcons Class this term, the children have been learning about ‘Crime and Punishment’ 
through the ages. As part of this topic, the children have learnt about the brutal punishments 
enforced by the Romans, Anglo-Saxons and Tudors, creating replica models of some of their 
torturing devices. 

They have also studied the poem ‘The Highwayman’ by Alfred Noyes. This formed the basis 
of some excellent creative writing which was accompanied by illustrations of this stylish villain. 

The children have also taken the opportunity to delve into the life of a Victorian prisoner, 
creating diary entries of their experiences in these ghastly environments, such as the following 
by Ezrah Mockford:

“Dear Diary,

Recently me and my brother, Vincent, got put into the new Pentonville prison in London for 
stealing some money from a man on the train. The punishments here are a bit odd, but surely 
better than the old hanging and guillotine punishments that my Father used to tell me about. 
I haven’t spoken to Vincent in weeks, maybe a month. Don’t get me wrong, I want to. I really 
do want to speak to him or anybody really, but we’re not allowed to talk, or we’ll get whipped.

We have to do other punishments all day, every day, for hours and hours on end. Like the 
treadwheel (walking on a huge iron and wooden wheel with steps for hours), the shot drill 
(picking up a heavy iron ball and moving it from side to side for hours), the crank (turning a 
crank for a long time) and the picking oakum. There might be more I don’t know of. I don’t even 
know how long I’ll be here for - hopefully not for much longer.

I want to know how Vincent’s doing, but I know I can’t. I might not even see him ever again. I 
miss him and Mum and Dad. We do get work though if we work hard, but I don’t think they like 
me very much. The rooms that prisoners like me are kept in are very small and smelly, and the 
bed is so uncomfortable, and I don’t usually sleep in a bed at all! I’ve not had a decent sleep 
in who knows how long, thanks to this prison. I feel grumpy all the time, and everything aches. 
I’m pretty sure that’s how they want us to feel though, to get our come-uppance for committing 
crimes, I guess.

I have to go now, or they might catch me writing in here and I don’t want that because I might 
get whipped for not doing work.”

There are some lovely photographs later in the Newsletter.

Katie Hawkridge



LETTER TO OLD CORNELIANS (MAYFIELD GIRLS SCHOOL) FROM MISS A.M. 
BEARY, HEADMISTRESS

It is a strange time in which we find ourselves...and it is about to become still more strange. We 
have been informed by the Society of the Holy Child Jesus that they wish to exhume the body 
of Cornelia Connelly and her ‘remains … transferred from the Old Palace crypt at Mayfield 
School to a Cathedral in Philadelphia’ imminently. Although ‘a substantial part’ is to be left at 
Mayfield, it remains unclear what this means. I understand that many OCs may feel strongly 
about this turn of events. In the absence of any announcement by SHCJ, I felt it was important 
that you were informed as soon as we became aware.

The work will involve considerable physical disruption to the Chapel building. Cornelia’s body 
was not placed in the tomb in the side chapel by the altar, as one might logically expect; it was 
laid to rest by entering the Chapel from Paradise through the outer wall below her tomb. Exactly 
where her coffin was positioned has not yet been ascertained, and we anticipate significant 
work being required to find her, as initial non-invasive searching was not able to locate the 
coffin. This will undoubtedly be expensive, but it is being entirely undertaken by the SHCJ, who 
are funding all of the work, and the SHCJ Mother General in Rome is anticipating that Cornelia 
will be exhumed during this year’s Summer holidays.

The Historic Churches Commission (HCC) has to give approval for any work to be undertaken 
on the Chapel and will be making a decision in March. A public notice with information is being 
published and is available on the Catholic Historic Churches website

https://www.catholic-historic-churches.org.uk/applications/southern-1269. I have been 
informed that people can make their views known and make representation to the HCC 
before any decision is made, as long as it is lodged BEFORE 4th MARCH 2021. They should 
email secretary@hccsouthern.org.uk giving comments in support or opposition, or merely 
observations. All these individual representations, including any letters, are published 
anonymously. If you have made a representation before 4th March, you are then entitled to 
lodge an appeal after the HCC’s decision. Representations received after that date will be 
published, but the correspondent cannot lodge an appeal. For further details, see:

https://www.catholic-historic-churches.org.uk/applications/appeal

Our relationship with the SHCJ has always been important to us, more so as the Society has 
gradually withdrawn, and the School has had to move forward without them; and we hope to 
continue to work with them in the future. Promoting and continuing to extend Cornelia’s legacy 
of education continues to be a definitive feature of our provision as a school. As we prepare to 
celebrate the 150th anniversary of the opening of the School at Mayfield in 2022, we are looking 
forward to continuing this for the next 150 years and beyond. Cornelia asked to be buried in 
Mayfield and there should be no doubt that we will continue to value her presence, rely on 
her intercession and honour her wishes insofar as we are able and permitted. We are looking 
forward to celebrating an international mass, and welcoming sister schools from around the 
world - virtually and where possible in person - to the Mayfield Chapel to celebrate 175 years 
of SHCJ on 15th October

2021. I hope that you will be able to join us then.

In the meantime, I hope that you will pray to ensure a positive outcome to this situation for all concerned.

With my prayers and best wishes



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION COURTESY OF BRIAN O’CONNOR, MAYFIELD LOCAL 
HISTORY SOCIETY

Brian comments:- Over 50 former students of Mayfield Girls School have sent emails objecting 
to this proposal to relocate all or part of Cornelia Connelly’s remains to Philadelphia. The 
cathedral there seems to think that it is a done deal. Though responses are awaited from 
English Heritage for changes to a Grade 1 listed building, I think the inhabitants of Mayfield 
should be aware of the proposal. 

http://cathedralphila.org/

The sacred remains of the foundress of the Society of the Holy Child Jesus, Venerable Cornelia 
Connelly, soon will be translated from England to a new tomb in our Cathedral Basilica.

Venerable Cornelia Connelly is a native Philadelphian and her cause for canonisation is well 
underway. Her tomb will be located in the rear of the Basilica on the Race Street side.

More information on this holy woman and the translation of her sacred remains will be published 
on this website as it is available.

NEWS FROM FIVE ASHES

FIVE ASHES HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

It has now become clear that we cannot hold our Spring Show this year because of the Covid-19 
restrictions. Thanks to the help and guidance of Penny Kemp and John and Clara Thompson 
we are again offering a virtual Spring Show. This will be open for entries from Saturday, 27th 
March for one month at fiveashesvillagehall.btck.co.uk - go to Virtual Spring Show 2021. A 
schedule of classes is available but photograph entries of anything with a Spring/Easter theme 
are also welcome. Hopefully, there will also be a special class for Easter bonnets (no age limits 
for entrants). There will be no judging or prizes – just a gallery of pictures for everyone to enjoy.

Enter and enjoy!

Graham Playfoot, 01825 830511

THE GOOD SAMARITAN

(This will be old News from Five Ashes, but it came too late for the February Edition!)

It was the coldest, moonlit night on 23rd January when an ominous bang was heard in the 
frozen road, where the bend on the hill causes frequent accidents. My neighbour Claire rushed 
out at 11.15pm to find a car overturned in the garden opposite. Mercifully, a Chinese man 
scrambled out, unscathed but shaken, whilst Claire called the police who came very quickly.

She managed to flag down a couple in a car, coming from the Holy Cross Priory, to assist her. 
She made a cup of tea in her warm kitchen for the poor victim, who was on his way home after a 
mission of mercy to his mother in Eastbourne. Unfortunately, he lived in Grays in Essex but the 
kind couple from Crowborough offered to take him home! The man had only been to fetch his 
wife who worked at Holy Cross and became involved in this accident.



What a kindly end to this saga of the frozen bend! There are some extremely good neighbours 
about, praise be! Meanwhile we are all left to rue the day when this unfortunate motorist 
managed to demolish the telephone pole and leave us without a line for probably a week or 
more!

So please don’t ring!

And now dear readers and fellow “no phone” sufferers, nearly three weeks on, still freezing 
and under snow in the wilds of Five Ashes, a very nice man from BT Outreach was on our step 
at 8am! He advised that it was not a case of waiting for the Council to come up with a decision 
about traffic lights (as we had been informed after many phone calls) but Outreach has a plan 
that swings into action when the fault is reported. Now we are looking for a telegraph pole that 
seems to be lost in the post, (ha-ha!) before it can be swung into position and we can regain 
lines of communication!

Mary Pennington

Freda Hemsley – Obituary – see the full report from Mary Pennington further on in the Newsletter

ROUND AND ABOUT OUR VILLAGES

WOODHILL SURGERY

I can honestly say that the past 12 months have been incredibly hard for us all. Never did I 
envisage having to deal with a Pandemic in my career but I am honoured to have an amazing 
team around me. We have adapted our way of working in a way that I didn’t think possible. The 
Doctors, Nurses, Reception Team and Management have worked tirelessly to ensure that our 
patients are kept safe and placed them at the heart of every decision we make. 

It is, however, a sad fact that our patients have very probably suffered more than any others in 
East Sussex. I am not aware of any other practice where patients have to wait outside in the 
cold, rain and now snow before they are called into the practice. The reality of this is that we 
have no choice, as we are unable to offer a safe, socially distanced waiting area for our patients, 
in order to protect our staff and patients. 

More than anything else, the past 12 months have highlighted to me that our premises are 
simply not suitable for the needs of our patients.  Indeed, the staff and I have made it very clear, 
in all communications over the past 3 years that without a new building, it is very uncertain as to 
how long we can sustain a medical practice in our current building. This is not a new statement 
and nothing has altered the fact that, without a new building, the Partners and I cannot offer 
you, our patients, any guarantee as to how much longer we will be able to offer you General 
Practitioner services in Mayfield and Five Ashes.

Gill Weavers and her team at the Parish Council have worked tirelessly to bring this project to 
life. They have overcome many hurdles and have now signed “Heads of Terms” with Wealden 
District Council and we, as a practice, are extremely grateful for this progress.

Andrew Cornell – Practice Manager 



MEET THE REMAINDER OF THE TEAM!

Last month we featured the Editorial team and this month we feature the remaining stalwarts, 
two of whom, one way or another, have been involved with dear old Yellow Pages for a long time.

JACKIE HUTTON – TREASURER

I have been Treasurer of the Newsletter for 7 years and have lived in Mayfield for over 22 years 
so can now almost call myself a ‘local’. Mayfield is a special place where my husband and I have 
brought up our family and enjoyed being involved in village life. Whilst my daughters were 
growing up I worked at Mayfield pre-school, having previously trained as a teacher, and then for 
several years I had my own small business, designing and sewing fabric craft items. I currently 
work part time for the clothing company, Seasalt Cornwall, as well as being involved in various 
voluntary work. In my spare time I love playing tennis, walking in the (muddy!) countryside and 
creative arts and crafts hobbies.

JOHN COLLINGWOOD – SECRETARY

I took over the role of Secretary 3 years’ ago from Shirley Holland, a hard act to follow! 
Fortunately, unlike most of my fellow committee members, my writing doesn’t have to be seen 
in the Newsletter!

I have lived in Mayfield for 20 years with my partner, Sarah, and we have 6 children and 3 
grandchildren between us. I retired 3 years ago from corporate life, spent mostly as a 
Procurement Manager in the oil and IT industries and later in Pharmaceuticals and Banking. 
Apart from the Newsletter, I fill my time with some genealogy, guitar lessons, scorekeeping for 
a golf society website and, pre-lockdown, playing golf & tennis, travelling and driving a minibus 
for MAYFACS.

KEN WAPLING – DISTRIBUTION MANAGER

I am retired, prior to which I worked in overseas project finance. This enabled me to travel to 
some of the more interesting countries in the world, including Iran, China, Argentina, Columbia 
and many others

My wife and I have lived in Mayfield for 50 years and I have arranged delivery of the Newsletter 
to the various outlets for the last 20 years.

My hobbies are gardening, my allotment and golf. I am a member of Mayfield Golfing Society, 
a very friendly group which I would recommend to anyone. We are lucky that our two sons and 
families live locally, so we are able to spend time with them and our grandchildren.

We are looking for someone to assist our ADVERTISING SECRETARY. If you have some 
spare time, good organisational and communication skills and ideally have knowledge 
of Pages and would like to be part of our Newsletter team, we would love to hear from 
you. Mayfieldnewsletter2012@gmail.com

WALKING IN SUSSEX

Are you fed-up with doing the same old walks? If so, Walking in Sussex www.walkinginengland.
co.uk/sussex is the website for you! 

With hundreds of walks to download and print, free, it also has books of walks, contact details for 
all the walking groups in the county and much more. Whether you want to walk on your own, or 
with a group, all the information is there in one place.



‘There is so much walking information on the web, but it is difficult to find. ‘Walking in Sussex’ 
(part of the Walking in England suite of websites (www.walkinginengland.co.uk) – one for each 
county in England) has brought it together in one place so whether you are walking from home, 
or away on holiday, you will be able to find a walk suitable for you’.

With walks from half a mile to twelve miles plus long, and a note of suitability for pushchairs and 
wheelchairs, everyone can find a walk to enjoy.

So, home or away, check out the websites and get walking!

John Harris

MAYFIELD HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

AGM via Zoom – Tuesday, 16th March, 7.30 pm

As you know, we were not able to hold the AGM in March 2020 due to Covid. This year we will 
be holding it via Zoom, starting at 7.30 pm, and followed by Jacqueline Aviolet at about 8.00 
pm, who will be talking to us about Herbs: their cultivation and folklore, for approximately an 
hour. This is a free event. We hope you’ll be able to join us.

Anyone who paid their membership fee last year will be automatically renewed as a full member 
for the 2021/22 year without further payment necessary. If you did not pay last year, however, 
please renew your membership now by downloading a membership form and sending it off to 
Louise Pitcher, membership secretary at 17 Bruce Manor Lane, Wadhurst TN5 6FN, together 
with your cheque for £5 payable to Mayfield Horticultural Society or by bank transfer to Mayfield 
Horticultural & Gardeners Association, sort code 20-88-13, account no. 10685259 (ref: ‘Fee’ and 
your surname).

We anticipate we will be able to hold a full programme of events this year, but of course this will 
be subject to any Covid-19 restrictions. 

Dates for your diary:

Tuesday, 16th March, 7.30 pm - AGM

Friday, 16th April - Edward Flint, head gardener at Tidebrook Manor, ‘What makes a good 
garden plant?’ via Zoom at 8.00 pm FREE

Saturday, 15th May (provisional date) - Plant Sale, Mayfield High Street starting at 9.00 am

Saturday, 17thJuly - Summer Show, times & format to be confirmed 

Our website www.mayfieldhorticulturalsociety.org.uk has all the details as well as a new 
section on Seasonal Gardening Tips from our President, John Logan. We hope you enjoy them. 

Tessa Crowe www.mayfieldhorticulturalsociety.org.uk 
chair@mayfieldhorticulturalsociety.org.uk 
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Ken Wapling, Distribution Manager



Alsop and Walker, Cheese Makers from Five Ashes

Arthur Alsop, above showing the cheese process

Above left, Lord London and above Mayfield Cheese, two of their
most popular cheeses produced by Alsop and Walker



Sarah Ratcliffe, Local Yoga Teacher, showing some of the Yoga
stretches that she teaches



Mayfield Primary School: despite lockdown, the children have
continued to work hard on all areas of the curriculum with the

support of their parents and carers at home

Reception are studying birds and have made bird seed cakes!

Year 1 have been studying the Arctic and made polar collages

Year 2 have been studying the Further Adventures of the Owl and
the Pussycat and making craftwork of the story



Year 4 having been studying the Rainbow Bear by Michael
Morpurgo and painting illustrations, including this one by Isaac

In science Year 3 have been researching animals and nutrition
and writing about their chosen subject



Year 6 have been studying Crime and Punishment - above left The
Highway Man by Florence Beckett and William Taylor's guillotine

Year 5 children have been studying World War 2 and have been
writing about child evacuees and making gas masks



Renovations are under way at The Lazy Fox in Mark Cross. They
are looking forward to welcoming customers when they open in

the Spring



The Middle House are currently renovating their kitchens and
brasserie. Their popular dishes are available from the Middle
House Kitchen Deli as well as a takeaway Mother's Day Tea

The Rose and Crown are looking forward to welcoming back
customers. In the meantime they are open for takeaway meals on

Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays



50% OFF*
Tel: 01435 873323

*your first visit (cut and finish only)
www.hairstudio.uk.com

FREE CONSULTATIONS

 

For all your tree and garden maintenance needs

call Darren Casey on
01435 812005 or 07798 793176

     All tree work undertaken –
from pruning to felling,

hedges tamed and maintained.

NPTC Qualified and Fully Insured
with over 20 years experience.

All work carried out professionally and
to the highest standard.

TREE SURGERY

HEDGE CUTTING

GARDEN MAINTENANCE



We offer professional,
comprehensive 

garden solutions &
maintenance services

Please contact Richard: 

07852 549005
 info@cobwebgardenworks.uk

www.cobwebgardenworks.uk

Always in Season

Cobweb
GardenWorks

 

Call Cecilia on 01892 210100 for more information 

 

www.burnetts-ea.com 
 
 

Individual Property : Individual Service 

 

 

 Your local Independent Estate 
Agent, specialising in the sale and 
letting of village and rural property. 

 

Mayfield Office 
3 Church View House, High Street, 

Mayfield, TN20 6AB 
01435 874450 

mayfield@burnetts-ea.com 

 

Wadhurst Office 
The Clock House, High Street,  

Wadhurst, TN5 6AA 
01892 782287 

wadhurst@burnetts-ea.com 

 



FILM ON FRIDAY 

Links are emailed to members every Friday morning. If you would like to join the mailing list, 
email me on filmonfriday@gmail.com, or phone 873310. 

Andrew Ratcliffe, Chairman

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION – MAYFIELD, FIVE ASHES AND HADLOW DOWN BRANCH.

We hope that you are continuing to stay safe and managing to cope with the difficult 
circumstances that we are all experiencing at the moment.

As I write this on 15th February, I believe it will be announced today that the Covid-19 vaccination 
programme will meet its 15 million target, for those in the medically vulnerable category, those 
living and working in Care Homes, Health and Social Care workers and of course the over 70s. 
I’m sure you will agree that this is a wonderful achievement which, if such rate of progress 
continues, augurs well for a gradual return to normality later this year. This of course will include 
just a few of those activities close to many of us - worshipping in churches, regular meetings of 
all kinds and choirs.

Meanwhile our regular branch meetings continue to be on hold. We will keep your apprised of 
any developments in this area as soon as we can.

With yet another lockdown, there are no doubt those who are finding the restraints and isolation 
very difficult and depressing. Despite all the wonderful work done by so many individuals and 
organisations, there may still be some not covered by these excellent services.

So, if you think there may be such people near you, perhaps a friendly phone call and a few 
minutes chat might just reinforce the fact that they are not forgotten.

The Royal British Legion Website – If you visit this at www.britishlegion.org.uk there is detailed 
information about the Legion’s response to the Covid-19 pandemic, and particularly how the 
Legion is working to ensure that during this time the health and well-being of all the people the 
Legion supports, staff, members, and volunteers is, and will remain, a priority.

We look forward to seeing you all as soon as circumstances permit. 

Kevin Swaine 872197 / 07970 787465

MAYFIELD AND DISTRICT U3A

At last, there seems to be a ray of hope that things will get better, which means we shall be able 
to meet up again soon. Zoom has been a great help in maintaining contact with our members, 
but it is a poor substitute for the real thing.



Our January talk, again via Zoom, was given by Jane Pennington, a local historian, entitled 
“Witches, Warlocks & Wellingtons: The Ritual Protection of the Home.” The talk examined 
some of the ways people in the past protected themselves and their homes from evil. Witches 
were to be feared in earlier times and anyone, male or female, convicted of witchcraft in 
England, would have been hanged.

We all know about lucky horseshoes and many keep stones with holes in them, as they are said 
to keep evil spirits at bay. But why is this so? Well, horseshoes are made of iron, a material that 
was believed to ward off evil spirits and traditionally were held in place by seven nails, seven 
being the luckiest number. Stones with holes in them or, ‘Hag stones’ as they are known, are 
used because they are the product of the wind and sea. Many people hang their hag stones, 
tied with red ribbon, in the bedroom to prevent nightmares.

Other forms of protection are symbols, carved in wood or stone by craftsmen working on 
houses, to protect the building from possession of witches, demons and evil spirits. These ritual 
protection marks were cut, scratched or carved, usually at the entrances of buildings in the 
hope of making the world a safer, less hostile place. Among the symbols found are VV for Virgin 
of Virgins, AM for Ave Maria and hexafoils (a six petal “flower” drawn with a pair of compasses).

Two ritual objects used to dispel witches and evil spirits are Shepherds Crowns (sea urchin 
shells), which are said to also ward off lightning strikes, and Witch Balls or globes of glass with 
a hole in the top often suspended in windows and doors.

If your home is 19th century or older, you may have objects concealed within the chimney 
breast, floorboards or walls during construction as a form of protection against evil spirits. Old 
single shoes and other personal objects were commonly used.

Much of this history is local for us to see. A few of these places of interest, mentioned in the talk 
were Nutley Windmill, Nutley Village Hall, Priest House West Hoathly, Bridge Cottage Uckfield, 
Steyning Grammar School and Steyning Post Office.

It was a most interesting talk on a most fascinating topic by Janet, who really is an expert on 
the subject.

Our March Zoom event on Thursday, 18th at 2.00 pm will be presented by Steve Price. a Gold 
Star Member of The Magic Circle. Steve has over 15 years of performing experience, and with 
his unique blend of laughs, mystery and stunning sleight of hand, has thrilled many thousands 
of people around the world. Don’t miss this event as we all need a little magic in our lives at 
the moment. 

Colin Izzard 872601



Mayfield Band

A predictably slow news month for the Band, with little prospect of a return to the Band room 
before early summer, I fear. Having said that, I popped in today to check up on things, and 
practise my drumming, and noticed that the toilet bowl was iced over, so it’s really not that 
enticing in there at the moment anyway. What happens beyond lockdown is anybody’s guess, 
but if you are planning an event and thinking, (and why wouldn’t you?), that the occasion will 
be greatly enhanced by a brass band, do give us a call so that we can, perhaps, make some 
provisional arrangements. After such a long lay-off you might have to supply some bellows to 
make up for our lost wind power, and you will probably also be asked to help out on cornet, but 
don’t let that put you off.

Youth Band

We continue to keep things going with weekly Zoom meetings, chipping away at new music 
as best we can, so that we might be in reasonable shape once the curfew is lifted. Whilst I see 
their faces on screen every week, I expect our young players will all be a foot taller when I see 
them again in real life, so I hope I still recognise them. It’s frustrating that with the amazing 
technology at our fingertips, nobody has yet sorted out the time lags that prevent us from 
actually playing together online, but we focus on what we can do, rather than what we can’t, 
and we’re doing ok. Decent broadband to help us use the technology that we have got would 
be nice, but in the meantime could I please ask everyone to stop using the internet at 6.30 on 
Thursday nights? Thank you!

One of the things we are doing is looking at practise techniques and routines, and in particular 
the importance of scales. I’m not sure my efforts to convince them that they are more than just 
a chore are working, but I try. So, to help with our practise, we have set ourselves targets for the 
number that we can each play, accurately, in one minute, by the end of February. The targets 
have been added together for a band target, and just to add a bit of pressure, we have invited 
sponsorship for the final “Scale-a-thon” event, which will take place live on Zoom. The money 
raised will go to CLIC Sargent, who do amazing work with kids suffering with cancer, so, not only 
are they becoming better musicians, but our kids are also helping their less fortunate peers. By 
the time you read this, the event will have already taken place, but you can still donate online, 
so please, please,… use that money you saved on not coming to our Christmas concert for this 
excellent and essential cause. The kids are all very excited about the event, and anything you 
can give, even after the event, will help with their motivation. Think of it as an investment in a 
more tuneful future for the village! Here’s the link, which you can also find on our website.

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/mayfieldyouthband

Thank you

Simon Rudge, 872007, simon@mayfieldband.co.uk

MAYFIELD EVENING WI

A committee meeting was held on 15th February to discuss several matters, including 
subscriptions for the coming year. The London and County HQ have provided a “formula” 
that can be adapted by individual WIs to suit their budget and financial circumstances. The 
outcome will be communicated to all members shortly and it is hoped that it will be fair and 
reasonable. New annual rates will apply from 1st April after a 3-month extension to recognise 
the effects of the coronavirus. It is hoped that monthly meetings will resume by late spring/early 
summer and plans for forthcoming Speakers will also be on the agenda.



There are now 8 committee members: Claire Montagu - President, Chrissie Robinson - Secretary, 
Jenny Whittall - Treasurer, Jill Clark, - newly co-opted, Anne Clayton, Liz Harding, Ruth Mills and 
Jenni Roberts. It would be wonderful if we could have at least one other person to join in a 
couple of months. No experience is required and if you would like to know more about what is 
involved, please contact the President to have an informal chat. The duties are not too onerous 
and you’ll have a chance to influence and shape the future of our friendly Institute!

The Annual Meeting postponed from November 2020 needs to be rescheduled and the 
President will attend a Zoom drop-in session held by County Advisers on 1st March to decide 
how this can be best implemented.

An invitation has been sent out for a delegate/observer to attend the County Annual meeting 
via a webinar in March and also the National Annual Meeting at the Albert Hall in June. The 
details are also in the latest WI Life magazine. Anyone interested should let Chrissie know.

With many having had their first vaccination, there is definitely hope on the horizon that life will 
soon return to some sort of normality. It will be great to finally start seeing everyone again and 
enjoy good company and interesting Speakers. Something to look forward to - together with 
the arrival of longer days and spring flowers popping up!

Claire Montagu (President); cbmontagu@hotmail.com 872648

UP AND DOWN THE HIGH STREET – AND BEYOND

THE MIDDLE HOUSE

Making the most of the lockdown restrictions and turning a negative into a positive, the Middle 
House is currently undergoing further improvements to the kitchen. It is also extending the 
Brasserie to make the most of the wonderful views. The whole team are looking forward to 
welcoming all customers, old and new, in the near future. There will be an update in the next 
few months when hopefully restrictions will be eased, if not completely lifted. In the meantime, 
we would like to thank everyone for their support – it means a lot to us all.

THE ROSE AND CROWN – 872200

We would like to thank all our customers for their continued support through this lockdown. 
Our ever-popular takeaway favourites and pub classics are available on Friday and Saturday 
nights, and Thursdays are curry nights. From 5.30-8.30pm. Pre-order from 4pm on the day for 
collection or delivery.

During this lockdown we have decided to redecorate the Ladies’ toilets. One thing is for sure, 
we can’t wait to open our doors and welcome you back once again.

Richard & Sara Gladwish



THE LAZY FOX – OPENING IN MARK CROSS SOON

Renovations are officially underway at the Mark Cross Inn, newly named The Lazy Fox which has 
been acquired by the local pub group, Elite Pubs, and will be re-opening this SPRING.

Similar to their sister venues of The Vineyard in Lamberhurst, The Gun in Chiddingly and many 
more throughout Kent and East Sussex, you can look forward to a delicious menu of locally-
sourced food & drink.

Whether you’re a local or just passing through, a warm welcome awaits.

Head over to their Facebook page to keep up to date with the latest news: www.facebook.com/
thelazyfoxmarkcross

MOTHER’S DAY AFTERNOON TEAS FROM THE MIDDLE HOUSE DELI

Pre-order only - by Wednesday 10th March latest with a deposit

For collection from the Middle House Deli on Saturday 13th March between 11am-3:30pm

What it consists of: 
Mini sausage roll, 
Mini scotch egg, 
Smoked salmon pinwheel, 
Clementine chocolate cake, 
Glazed berry cheesecake, 
Both a fruit and plain scone with clotted cream and strawberry jam.

The prices:

£16.50 for single afternoon tea 
£20 for single afternoon tea with mini 200ml bottle of fizz (pink or white available) 
Or upgrade to a big bottle of fizz for £11.45 per bottle (again white or pink available) 
To pre-order give us a call on 872993

NEW BUSINESS OPENING SOON 
Self-Storage in Mayfield: neale.robinson@wellbrookfarm.co.uk 07711 410476  
Please email or phone for price and availability.

MIND BODY SPIRIT
Just for Today

In response to Philip James’ wise words in last month’s edition, I would like to contribute some 
further thoughts.

Meditation is all about staying in the moment, connecting with an internal space, letting go of 
our worries and concerns, if only for a brief period.

This concept can be expanded into the idea of living ‘one day at a time’ and not allowing 
oneself  to dwell on what the future may bring. One day at a time can, if need be, become one 
hour, or one minute at a time.



When we are faced with what appears to be an insuperable difficulty which is outside our 
control, the only thing we can modify is our attitude to it. How I respond to a challenge is within 
my control. When I feel overwhelmed by fear, anxiety, loneliness or depression, the thought of 
coping with those issues for a week, or a month, or – heaven forbid – for the rest of my life, feels 
completely unbearable. But if I think of getting through one day, or part of a day, then that can 
feel manageable. That I can do.

There have been moments during the last year when I have felt the walls closing in and have 
struggled with a sense of hopelessness. What has helped me has been setting boundaries 
round my thought processes – only allowing myself to think within a certain time frame. This is 
not about what I am doing, but what I am not doing. I am deliberately choosing not to dwell on 
the things I won’t be able to do next week, the events that almost certainly won’t happen next 
month. That way lies greater hopelessness, or worse. Instead, I might sit at my kitchen table 
and stare blankly at the newspaper, or look out of the window and count the clouds. Or I may 
perhaps engage in a more fruitful activity. That doesn’t matter. The key is choosing to focus my 
attention away from tomorrow. This acts like a circuit breaker. Just for this moment, or this hour, 
or this day, I don’t need to contemplate what may or may not happen in the future. 

Sue Marshall

OBITUARIES

FREDA HEMSLEY - 102 YEARS OLD   November 1918 - January2021

Freda previously lived at Vicar’s Rise, opposite the little Church of the Good Shepherd in Five 
Ashes. She was the loveliest, most christian lady you could ever hope to meet. For donkeys’ 
years she trudged across the road to keep the little church going, cleaning, carrying trays of tea, 
making the best-ever sausage rolls. She was marvellous! Only in fairly recent years did she have 
to go into a Home, where she just literally lay on her back, no television, no music, just smiling 
sweetly and loving to hear tales of the Ashes from visitors. 

She had a hard life with hard domestic work, and her own family and siblings to care for. Her 
only son, Alan, survives her, and also lovely grandchildren to carry on the sweet nature, blue 
eyes and pink cheeks of this very precious friend. She was the oldest Fives Ashes W.I. member.

Freda will be held in the hearts of many friends and relations, always. 
Rest in Peace Freda – you have worked hard and deserve it.

Mary Pennington

OPEN FORUM
I must give a very big thank you to the very kind young lady (Kate Inman) from Truffles Bakery 
of Mayfield, who came to my rescue on Friday, 12th February and gave me a lift home to 
Heathfield when the bus service left me waiting for over an hour. (I am close to 90 years old.) It 
was one of the coldest days of the year so far. I had enjoyed a great cup of coffee earlier and 
she found me over an hour later still waiting for the bus.

Unfortunately, my phone typically had died on me, so could not call for help. When you visit 
Truffles give my thanks to the lovely lady.

John Crilly



POETRY CORNER 

ANY QUESTIONS – A BIT OF EAST SUSSEX NONSENSE 

Did Rotherfield knock Hadlow Down 
To fall in Jarvis Brook? 
When Mayfield came to look?

It happened by the old Stonegate, 
But did the Wallcrouch down? 
Whiligh* in such an awkward state 
En route for Wadhurst town?

Did Withyam and Eridge Green 
Give Cross-In-Hand a slap 
For not appearing in this scene 
Through sitting on Gills Lap?

Was Steel Cross when he had Blackham 
Instead of nice Boars Head? 
While Danegate got into a jam 
Had been forestalled he said!

Did Colemans Hatch their batch of chicks 
And what did Chuck Hatch chuck 
To put Motts Mill Hill in a fix 
And cause Lye Green bad luck?

Was Mark Cross sad about the land 
And hacked the Five Ash Down? 
Till only Five were left to stand 
The landscape there to crown.

Did Maresfield get a little horse 
Like one that Ticehurst Road 
To where the Rother weaves its course 
Past Etchingham’s abode!

Who was it said that Cousley Wood! 
And what did Burwash Weald? 
So Robertsbridge quite understood 
That he should never yield.

(* Whiligh – pronounced Wylye) 
E.H.R.



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY MARCH ONWARDS

MARCH:
Monday 1st  Mayfacs    Zoom  1.30pm

Monday 8th  Mayfacs    Zoom  1.30pm

Wednesday 10th  Mayfacs    Zoom  2.30pm

Monday 15th  Mayfacs    Zoom  1.30pm

Tuesday 16th  Mayfield Hort. Society  Zoom  7.30pm

Thursday 18th  U3A Monthly meeting  Zoom  2.00pm

Monday 22nd  Mayfacs    Zoom  1.30pm

Wednesday 24th  Mayfacs    Zoom  2.30pm

APRIL:
Friday 16th  Mayfield H. Society  Zoom  8.00pm

ST. DUNSTAN’S LENTEN LUNCHES

12.30-1.30pm BY ZOOM! and supporting.. 

Friday 5th March: Family Support Work 

Friday 12th March: Friends of the Holy Land 

Friday 19th March: Hospice in the Weald 

Friday 26th March: MAYFACS 

Since we are unable to meet for our usual Lent lunches, we are offering the opportunity to meet up via 
Zoom. Of course, you will have to provide your own soup but we can supply simple recipes! Each session 
will comprise a prayer, a ten-minute talk about the chosen charity and links to enable donations online (and 
instructions on how to give cash donations). The rest of the hour is simply to chat and enjoy being together.

To Join the zoom session you simply download the ‘zoom cloud meetings’ app to your phone, tablet or 
computer and click on this link 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89825676505? pwd=UVZpMFgyNGFYMitkZHVQVi9hRjJxdz09 

But if you like, you can simply join by phone: dial 0203 481 5240 and when requested enter: Meeting ID: 898 
2567 6505 followed by #, participant number: #, passcode 837238 followed by #

Many of you are enjoying the chance to chat after our Sunday morning zoom services. This will be just as 
enjoyable and will raise funds for charities very much in need of our support in these challenging times. 



FIVE ASHES PRIMARY SCHOOL

All the children both in school and learning remotely took part in two screen free days in which the children 
could choose from a number of activities which did not involve using or looking at a screen.  These were 
great fun and the children were fantastic both in and out of school.

On the last day of last term we also had a fancy dress day, again for the both the children in school and out 
of school.  As you can see this was also a lovely, fun day enjoyed by both the staff and children.



                                                                
                            

 

DDoo  yyoouu  nneeeedd  ttrraannssppoorrtt??  
 

We can help you get to: 
medical appointments, dentists, hospital visits, day centre care. 

 
 
 
 

 

To qualify you must live in the parish boundary of  
Mayfield and Five Ashes. 

This is an answerphone service. Please leave your message of where you 
need to go and date and time and someone will be in touch with you to 

arrange. 
VVOOLLUUNNTTEEEERRSS  TTOO  BBEE  AA  DDRRIIVVEERR  AALLWWAAYYSS  NNEEEEDDEEDD..  PPLLEEAASSEE  GGIIVVEE  UUSS  

AA  CCAALLLL  OORR  PPOOPP  IINNTTOO  TTHHEE  MMAAYYFFAACCSS  OOFFFFIICCEE..  
YYoouu  wwiillll  nneeeedd  ttoo  ggiivvee  aass  mmuucchh  nnoottiiccee  aass  ppoossssiibbllee  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  ggiivvee  uuss  ttiimmee  

ttoo  ffiinndd  yyoouu  aa  ddrriivveerr..  
 

The Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service 
 

 

MMAAYYFFIIEELLDD  AANNDD  FFIIVVEE  AASSHHEESS  
CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  CCAARR  SSEERRVVIICCEE  
 

TToo  bbooookk  aa  ccaarr  pplleeaassee  rriinngg  
0011443355  887733888888  

CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  CCAARRSS  EEsstt..  11999999  

MAYFIELD AND FIVE ASHES 
NEWSLETTER 

ADVERTISING ASSISTANCE 
 

Would you like to join our busy  
 Newsletter team? 

 
We are updating layouts and 
would appreciate some help 
with inserting the monthly 

advertisements into the 
AppleMac Pages template 

 
Please email for more details 
MFANadvertising@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HELP KEEP OUR COMMUNITIES SAFE



CASHFLOW 
ACCOUNTING 

 
 

ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 
BOOKKEEPING 

SELF ASSESSMENT 
TAX RETURNS 

PAYROLL BUREAU 
CIS 

MAKING TAX DIGITAL 
 
 

Friendly and efficient service 
Call June or Richard on 01435 873105 

or email junebarnaby@btinternet.com 
 
 

Licensed and Registered by AAT 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Peter d’Aguilar 
 

FURNITURE 
RESTORATION 

 
  Repairs & renovation 

  French polishing 
Furniture valeting service 

 
  20 years' experience 

  Free estimates 
  Based in Mayfield 

 
01435 873298 / 07555 253432 

 
peterdaguilar@talk21.com 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Architecture + Interior Design
  

Make the most of 
the space you have 

or create the space you need 
and increase the value 

of your property

New build
Extensions + Refurbishment

Call to arrange a free consultation
01825 830093 07757 770332 
www.karennawilfordarchitects.com



J Lunnon 
Pools & Spas 

 
We have the experience  

Call 01892 610610 
For all your pool & spa needs. 
Construction, Maintenance, 

Breakdowns, Energy efficient 
heating, Chemicals & Equipment 

(In store water analysis) 
Gas Safe (CORGI) & OFTEC 

registered engineers 
Domestic & Commercial 

Indoor & Outdoors 
 

 

 
THE SHOPPING BASKET 

Station Road, Mayfield TN20 6BL 

01435 873231 

 
 

LOCAL FRESH FRUIT AND VEGETABLES 

 & GENERAL GROCERIES 

FROZEN FOODS 

ECOVER/BIO D  REFILLS OF LAUNDRY LIQUID 

WASHING UP LIQUID, HANDWASH ETC. 

 
 

Newspaper Deliveries 

 
 

Find us on Facebook “The Shopping Basket”  

 
 

Herons Folly Garden 
 

 
 

Apple Trees 
Apple Juice 

Apple Cider Vinegar 
Vegetables and Honey 

 
All products organic 

Available at Shopping Basket , Middle House Deli  
and the Pink Cabbage 

www.heronsfollygarden.co.uk 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Amongst our unique decoupaged 
pieces, we also sell home décor, scarves, 

hats & gloves, jewellery, faux flowers 
and much more 

perfect for any occasion 

We are always delighted to take 
commissions of your pets for our 

decoupaged coasters, soaps, 
trays & pictures 

Our show room is off Lake Street, Mayfield 
Please call for opening times 

(our workshop is only around the corner) 
 
 

https://theartisandesigners.co.uk 
brigitte.theartisandesigners@gmail.com 

BBrriiggiittttee  0077885555  338855  882244  
 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

A COMPLETE SERVICE 
●New Memorials 

●Additional Inscriptions     
●Restoration & Cleaning 

 

We have the experience and we care  
 

www.burslem.co.uk       
 

Tel: 01892 750120 
E: enquiries@burslem.co.uk 

 
 
 

 

Showroom:  
Stubby Grove Works, Bells Yew Green Lane  

Frant, East Sussex TN3 9BT 
Mon–Fri 9.00am–4.00pm 

 

 
 

Handmade

individual pottery and furniture
●

showroom of interior items
●

bespoke orders
●

gifts from £10, small to large
●

open daily from 9am to 5pm
customers welcome

HANDMADE GIFTS BY
YOLANDE BEER AND CHARLES THOMSON

Almond Barn, Five Ashes, Mayfield, TN20 6HX  
01825 830 691 e-mail: almondbarn@hotmail.com

www.charlesthomson.co.uk

at Almond Barn

made



 

Clothing   

Alterations 

 

by 

Rosina 
With over 40 years experience 

Quick efficient service 

 07963 952272 

rosinam11@icloud.com 

J.F. Logs

J.F. Logs
Seasoned Firewood 

covering all sizes
����������������������������������




 
 

 

A Clean Sweep 
Ross Atabey & Son 

 
Chimney sweeping - including smoke 

test and certification 
 

01435 812 153 
07941 315214 

Member of Association of Professional 
Independent Chimney Sweeps 

 

acleansweep009@gmail.com 
 

www.facebook.com/acleansweephoram 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MR STEPHEN J. NORMAN 
BDS (LOND) LDS RCS (ENG) 

 

WOODHILL DENTAL 
CENTRE 

Station Road, Mayfield TN20 6BP 
 

Currently registering new private 
patients 

All aspects of dentistry including 
fillings, crowns, bridges, implant 
restorations and tooth whitening.  

Experienced hygienist service 
available. 

 
Located next to the doctors’ 
surgery – parking available. 

 
Telephone: 01435 873070 

Email: 
woodhilldent@outlook.com 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 



Local Will
Writing Service
We provide a Professional
Will Writing Service in the
comfort of your own home
at a time convenient to you.

For a FREE Will Review &
help with all types of Wills,
Trusts, Lasting Powers of
Attorney and Probate.
CALL OUR LOCAL SPECIALIST

Tony  Nunn
0800 1698038

Is your

Will 
up to date?

Institute of Professional Willwriters

EKW
Legacy Planning

www.ekwlegacyplanning.co.uk

quarter page 93 x 66_quarter page 93 x 66  22/09/2014  13:57  Page 1

P H O T O G R A P H E R 

PROFESSIONAL AND RELIABLE 

 
 

www.pbduffin.myportfolio.com  
 

for my recent work 

 
CALL PAUL: 07773 784866 

Photographing People & Property in 
Sussex 



HHEEFFFFLLEE  CCAARRSS  
MMAAYYFFIIEELLDD  &&  HHEEAATTHHFFIIEELLDD  

  

PPRRIIVVAATTEE  HHIIRREE  &&  TTAAXXII  

AAIIRRPPOORRTTSS--LLOONNDDOONN--DDOOCCKKSS  

LLOONNGG  DDIISSTTAANNCCEE  

FFAAMMIILLYY  RRUUNN  BBUUSSIINNEESSSS  ffoorr  2288yyrrss  

  

TTEELL::  0011443355  886677228877  

EEmmaaiill::  hheefffflleeccaarrss@@aaooll..ccoomm  
PPRROOPPRRIIEETTOORR::  DDAAVVIIDD  BBLLAACCKKFFOORRDD  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

DDIIYY  BBuuddddyy  
NNeeeedd  aa  hhaanndd  wwiitthh  pprrooppeerrttyy  mmaaiinntteennaannccee??  

  
MMaayyffiieelldd  bbaasseedd  eexxppeerriieenncceedd  hhaannddyymmaann  

rreeaaddyy  ttoo  hheellpp  yyoouu  wwiitthh  yyoouurr  DDIIYY  pprroojjeeccttss::  --  
  

CCaarrppeennttrryy,,  llaannddssccaappee  ggaarrddeenniinngg,,  ggaarrddeenniinngg  
pprroojjeeccttss,,  hhoouussee  mmaaiinntteennaannccee,,  wwooooddwwoorrkk  
rreennoovvaattiioonn,,  ppaaiinnttiinngg  aanndd  ddeeccoorraattiinngg  eettcc..  

  
FFrroomm  ssmmaallll  pprroojjeeccttss  llaassttiinngg  aa  ffeeww  hhoouurrss  ttoo  
mmoorree  aammbbiittiioouuss  iiddeeaass  llaassttiinngg  wweeeekkss  ccaallll  

AAnnddrreeww  iiff  yyoouu  nneeeedd  aa  hhaanndd..  
  

FFrriieennddllyy,,  pprrooffeessssiioonnaall  aanndd  eexxttrreemmeellyy  
hhaarrddwwoorrkkiinngg..  

  
TTeelleepphhoonnee  0077990099996677005522  

 
 

 



The Joint and 
Back Clinic  

Nigel Kettle Registered 
Osteopath 

               
Located Just Outside Mayfield Village 
in Roselands Avenue with Easy Access 

and Free Parking 
 

Osteopathy, Acupuncture, Injury 
Rehabilitation, Electro-Therapy 

 
 

Start getting better today!  

Call 07939 129626 
www.jointandback.com 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
FIVE ASHES SHORT MAT BOWLS 

CLUB 
 

 
FRIENDLY, SOCIABLE BOWLS CLUB 

CLUB NIGHTS 
TUES & FRI SEPT -  APR. From 7.30pm 

 
SOCIAL DISTANCE BOWLING 
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME  

NOVICE AND EXPERIENCED BOWLERS – ALL AGES 
FREE “COME & TRY” SESSIONS  

 
CONTACT 

CHAIRMAN PETER PHIPPARD 01825 733842 
  

 

Paul S Hillman 
 

Complete Decorating Services 
Commercial and Domestic 

 
Established over 25 years 

Painting    .  Paint Effects     .  
 Insurance work undertaken 

 
Free Estimates 

 
Tel:  01435 873579 / 07767 645983 

 
paulspaintpot@hotmail.com 

 
 

J Lunnon & Son Ltd 
Master Plumbers 

 
Fully qualified Gas Safe (CORGI) 

OFTEC oil engineers 
Experienced in old & new boilers 

Devoted to energy saving & renewable 
energy sources  

01892 610610 
No call out charge 

Boiler breakdowns/ system problems 
No job too big or small 

Outstanding reputation & accurate time 
keeping 

Fully insured up to £10,000,000 
Just call us! 

 



For All Your Security Needs

KKLOCKSMITHS

• 24hr Locksmith Service 

• No Call Out Charge

• Domestic & Commercial

• Lock Fitting (Insurance Approved)

• uPVC Door & Window Lock Specialists

• Garage Door & Lock Repairs

• On Site Key Cutting (We come to you)

Email: danny@keymarklocksmiths.com
www.keymarklocksmiths.com

Keymark_Heathfield Quarter A5 Ad:Layout 1  1/11/11

Call Danny 
01435 868493 

07759 800694

        Hailsham Road, HeathÞeld, East Sussex TN21 8AE

  
 
We clean ………. 

• Driveways & patios  
• Solar panels 
• Property exteriors  
• Horse boxes  
• Cladding  

 
Contact : 07872 170586 
 
Email: pm_french85@live.co.uk 
Visit:   www.pmfservices.co.uk 
 
PMF Services on Facebook  

Pressure Washing  
Services  

 
 
 
  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            Dentistry for all the family 
                               Tim Glynn  - Dentist  

            Kate Blundell  - Hygienist 

 

 Call to register            01435 873659 

                 www.mayfielddentalcentre.com  
  

       Welcoming 
      New 

       Private & NHS 
        patients  

 
 
 

 



TTrraaddiittiioonnaall  

MMoollee,,  MMiiccee,  

RRaabbbbiittss,,  RRaattss  aanndd 

SSqquuiirrrreell  ccaattcchheerr  

(No poisons used) 

Traditional methods only 

PPEETTEERR  KKIINNGG  

Mobile 07432 813614 

Email 

pkingmoles@outlook.com 

Mayfield and Five Ashes 

My creative menus are inspired by 
the seasons and feature local, 

organic produce 

creative, seasonal food 

Simple, inviting food, 
bursting with flavour & 
stylishly presented for 

Canapé Receptions, 
Garden Parties, Buffets, 

Weddings, Dinner Parties, 
Family Weekends & 

Events 

Please contact Sarah Litchfield 
07753 821120 

sarah@elmgreen.co.uk 
www.elmgreen.co.uk 

Daryl Burton 
Carpenter/ Builder 

 
All building works undertaken 
including Bathrooms, Kitchens, 

Wardrobes, House Maintence and 
Renovations  

 
With over 30 years of experience in 
the construction industry working 

locally in Mayfield 
 

Email:  darylburton44@hotmail.com 
TEL: 07790 790439 

 
 





 

Yoga  
Online classes 

 Monday 6.30pm-8.00pm  
Thursday 10am-11am (Chair-based)  

Thursday 6.30pm-8.30pm  
Friday 9.30am-11.00am  

sarah@sarahratcliffeyoga.co.uk  
Registered British Wheel of Yoga Teacher 

01435 873310, 07721009549  
 

Self Storage in
Mayfield

neale.robinson@wellbrookfarm.co.uk

07711 410476

Please email or phone for price and
availability

6m x 2.5m (150msq)
3mx2.5m (75msq)

19 High Street, Heathfield  TN21 8LU
01435 890101     info@hugheslaw.co.uk 

www.hugheslaw.co.uk

Putting your interests first 

•		Private	client	
services

•		Wills	and	trusts

•	 	Estate	
administration

•		Residential	
property

•		Property	
development

@HughesLawSussex

For a free no obligation quotation 
please call us on 07977 055637     
enquiries@gacarpentry.co.uk

 www.gacarpentry.co.uk

Since 1997 we’ve specialised in all aspects of 
carpentry and joinery. We’re experts in bespoke 
wardrobes/cupboards. Kitchens, flooring, windows, 
doors, loft conversions, period and modern 
property works. 
Checkatrade approved, full project management and 
full public liability.

 



                                                                                                             
                                                        rusdenshome.co.uk 

RRuussddeennss  HHoommee  //  PPoosstt  OOffffiiccee,,  HHiigghh  SSttrreeeett,,  MMaayyffiieelldd,,  EEaasstt  SSuusssseexx,,  TTNN2200  66AABB  
TT::  0011443355  887733333300      EE::  jjoo@@rruussddeennsshhoommee..ccoo..uukk 

 

       
 

 
   Opening Hours: 

Monday to Friday:  9.30 – 4.30 
Saturday: 9.30 – 12.30pm 

 
Fill your home with decorative accessories; add stylish finishing touches and 

discover presents and greeting cards for all occasions 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Post Office Services include: Banking (take cash out, pay cash & cheques in), 

Shopping Returns, Car Tax, Parcel Force, One 4 All Gift Cards, Gas, Electric & Mobile 
Top Ups, Foreign Currency and Bill Paying plus many more – just ask Jo 

holidays to remember

holidays to remember

www.thetravelconcept.co.uk
The Travel Concept thetravelconceptgirls

You deserve a holiday!
We understand how important it is to create lifetime memories 
now more than ever.
Contact us to discuss your travel plans in the knowledge that memorable 
holidays are our speciality! Because we are independent travel experts, 
we’ll make sure we get you the best deals and offer all the help needed 

to navigate through the changes and updates we are facing right now.

To plan your perfect holiday contact Tracy and Bianca on 01435 866555

PEACE  
OF MIND

TRAVEL 
EXPERTS

FINANCIAL 
SECURITY





Good Luck to Mayfield Youth Band who are raising money for CLIC
Sargeant, a charity supporting children with cancer, by seeing how
many scales they can play in a minute. You can donate by visiting

their Just Giving page: Mayfield Youth Band's Scale-a-thon

Freda Hemsley; 102 YEARS OLD November 1918 - January 2021

Front cover: View from Five Ashes towards Heathfield by Mecah O'Meara. Please
continue to send your images to mayfieldnewsletter2012@gmail.com


