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                     Wealden District Association of Local Councils 
 

DRAFT 
 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Wealden District 
Association of Local Councils held via Zoom on Wednesday 8th July 

2020 at 7.00pm 
 
 
Present:  Keith Stevens (Wartling), Diane Ward (Uckfield), Martyn Garrett (Crowborough), Kay Moss 
(Crowborough), Patrick Coffey (Heathfield and Waldron), Douglas Murray (Polegate), Robert Nathan 
(Hartfield), Lucy Buck (Rotherfield), Deveda Redman (Mayfield and Five Ashes), Mike Garner 
(Arlington), Susan Cole (East Hoathly with Halland), Philip Moore (Wadhurst) and Jenny Alder 
(Herstmonceux) 
 
Bob Standley (Wealden District Council) and Isabel Garden (Wealden District Council). 
  
Also in attendance:  Alison Stevens (Honorary Secretary). 
 
1. Apologies: Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Graham Knight (Horam), Beryl 
Smith (Berwick), Martin Cooper (Willingdon and Jevington Parish Council), Martin Craddock 
(Maresfield) and Shirley McKinnon (Pevensey). 
 
2. Election of Chairman:  Having been duly proposed and seconded, Cllr Keith Stevens was elected 
Chairman for the ensuing year.  

 
3. Election of Vice Chairman: Having been duly proposed and seconded, Cllr Mike Garner was 
elected Vice Chairman for the ensuing year. 
 

           4. Minutes of the Association Meeting:  
 
The Minutes of the Association Meeting held on 15th January 2020 were then read, approved, 
accepted as a true and accurate record, and signed by the Chairman.   
    

               5. Adoption of the Constitution/Standing Orders: Councillors unanimously approved the Constitution  
          and Standing Orders dated 8th July 2020. 
 
               6. Confirmed Representatives of the Management Committee are: 

 
  Keith Stevens   keithbd.stevens@btinternet.com 
  Patrick Coffey   cllr.patrickcoffey@hwpc.org.uk 

Diane Ward   diane.ward@uckfieldtc.gov.uk 
  Kay Moss   kayjmoss@msn.com 
  Mike Garner   arlingtonparishcouncilesussex@aol.co.uk 
  Deveda Redman  devedaredman@gmail.com 
  Martin Cooper   martinrcooper@hotmail.co.uk 
  Penny Strudwick  pennystrudwick@btinternet.com 
  Joanna Dix   jojdhooe@hotmail.com 
  Helen Firth   helen.firth@uckfieldtc.gov.uk  
  Lucy Buck   lucy.buck@rotherfieldparishcouncil.co.uk 
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7. Confirmed Directors of East Sussex Association of Local Councils are:   
 
  Keith Stevens   keithbd.stevens@btinternet.com 
  Mike Garner   arlingtonparishcouncilesussex@aol.co.uk 
  Kay Moss   kayjmoss@msn.com 
 
8. Confirmed Local Strategic Partnership: 
 
  Patrick Coffey    cllr.patrickcoffey@hwpc.org.uk 
  Helen Firth    helen.firth@btinternet.com 
  Douglas Murray  cllr.d.murray@polegatetowncouncil.gov.uk 
 
9. Elected to the Standards Committee: 
 
  Penny Strudwick  pennystrudwick@btinternet.com 
  Joanna Dix   jojdhooe@hotmail.com 

Keith Stevens   keithbd.stevens@btinternet.com 
Deveda Redman  devedaredman@gmail.com 
 

10. Elected to the Joint Action Group: 
 
  Keith Stevens   keithbd.stevens@btinternet.com 
 
If Councillor Stevens is unable to attend Councillor Garner (arlingtonparishcouncilesussex@aol.co.uk) 
will stand in. 
 
Councillor Alder (Cllr.Jenny.Alder@herstmonceuxparish.org.uk) or Councillor Stewart  
(Cllr.Ian.Stewart@herstmonceuxparish.org.uk) will attend the next Joint Action Group Meeting to see 
if they would like to be available to call on for future meetings. 
 
10. End of Year Accounts 31st March 2020: – Members formally approved the audited accounts to 
31st March 2020 and thanked the Honorary Treasurer for preparing them. 
 
11. Appointment of the Honorary Secretary/Treasurer: – Councillors resolved that Alison Stevens 
continues in her role as Honorary Secretary and Treasurer to the Association. 
 
12. Appointment of the Honorary Auditor: – Mr Baker has announced his retirement and there is 
now a vacancy for an Honorary Auditor. Councillors were asked to let the Honorary Secretary know 
the name of anyone who may wish to act as the Honorary Auditor. The Association would like to 
thank Mr Baker for all his help over the years. 
 
13.  Wealden Updates – Wealden District Council provided the following updates; 
 
Councillor Standley thanked Parish Councils for helping out their communities during the current 
crisis. He said Wealden; 

• Was ahead of the game in that most staff were already working from home. 
• Ran a very successful Community Hub in that it helped a lot of residents. 
• Collected waste bins on time and brown bin collections have been extended by one month 

for those who have re-subscribed so no one is out of pocket for the period of non-collection. 
• Has already paid out £38m in grants to help businesses during the Coronavirus crisis, and 

just under £1 million in discretionary grants. There is more money available still and 
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businesses are being encouraged to apply for a revised discretionary scheme which will go 
live on 13 July.  

• The agenda for next week’s Cabinet Meeting includes an item to approve Wealden’s Covid-
19 Restart and Recovery Plan. 

• Wealden District Council has prepared a draft Statement of Community Involvement (SCI). 
(The SCI is a document that sets out what consultation will take place when the Council is 
developing and reviewing its planning policy documents, which includes the Local Plan). 

• The Environmental Health Officers have been helping businesses get ready to re-open as 
lockdown eases and they have also been involved in producing the Local Outbreak Control 
Plan. The Local Outbreak Control Plan describes measures to identify and contain outbreaks 
and protect the public’s health in East Sussex. 

 
In answer to Councillors’ questions Councillor Standley updated those present on the following; 
 
Cornonavirus: 

• Wealden is working with ESCC in considering blocking off Hailsham High Street so that 
restaurants and cafés can use the pavements during the current crisis.  

• Parish and Town Councils need to use their own judgement when deciding whether or not 
to open their play parks. 

 
Wealden Local Plan: 

• Early engagement on The Wealden Local Plan is due to start in September.  
• Different types of communication are being considered and is expected to include the use of 

social media.  
• The Local Plan first draft in Spring 2022 will be more detailed and is expected to be in its 

final form and ready for submission to the Secretary of State in Spring 2023.  
• The Call for Sites is out now (which is where landowners are invited to submit sites they 

wish to be considered) and the results will be published in due course.  
• An Infrastructure Delivery Plan will be produced to look at the District’s infrastructure 

requirements.  
• Housing numbers are still controlled by the Government.  
• Cost of housing is not a planning issue.  
• Councillors who think most of the development should take place around towns and villages, 

and those who think a new town should be built will need to say so in the consultation. 
 
Councillors agreed they wanted to be consulted more and at an earlier stage this time. Wealden 
agreed to this. 
 
Other: 

• Data on secondary and primary school places can be found on the East Sussex County 
Council website. 
 

The Chairman thanked the District Council for the good working relationship it has with the 
Association.  
 
14. Questions from Members:  
 
Councillors; 

• Asked if the new Chief Constable can be invited to the next Association Meeting. 
• Asked if any other parishes or towns are considering handing over the ownership of their 

street lights to ESCC. It was suggested those who would like to could form a group and 
challenge the County Council. Some said they liked owning their lights because it meant 
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they could update them to LED ones. It was also noted that there is funding available to 
help with this. 

• Noted ESCC Fire and Rescue is sending out a new set of proposals which will replace the 
ones sent out recently.  

• Noted some parishes are now holding SLR (Strengthening Local Relationships) Meetings 
virtually. 

 
15. The date of the next Association Meeting is Wednesday 14th October 2020. The venue will be 
confirmed near the time. 
 
There being no further business, this meeting closed at 7.55pm. 
 
  
  


