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WELCOME FROM THE EDITORS 

Time passes and people’s lives take them in a different, sometimes unexpected, direction.  Little did we think a 
year ago we would be editors of the very much loved Mayfield & Five Ashes Newsletter, or Yellow Pages as it 
is fondly called. Big changes are also being planned for the Newsletter itself as from the December issue. You 
might be aware that the Newsletter has been printed over a couple of days or more each month by a small 
team of volunteers, some of whom have been doing this for more than twenty years. They have had to battle 
with a temperamental printer in very cold conditions in the winter and very hot conditions in the summer 
(occasionally), and this wonderful band of volunteers is not getting any younger. It has been decided 
unanimously by the Committee that in future we should turn to a professional print company to produce the 
Newsletter. We have chosen a local company, Kingsline, headed by David Saunders who is very involved with 
the villages and has children at the local primary school. He understands the ethos of the Newsletter and has 
been exceptionally helpful in planning the changes.  

The Newsletter, the appearance of which has changed very little since its first issue in 1977 will look very 
different although the content will be very much the same. It will have a colour front and back page with 
photographs. The inside pages will be on white paper rather than yellow. We accept that there will be those 
who will lament the passing of the yellow pages, as indeed do we, but equally we hope that with time you will 
all come to love the new format as much as the old and that you will understand why we have decided to make 
the change. Being professionally printed on white paper the Newsletter will be cleaner and clearer in 
appearance. Also we shall be able to include more photographs in the body of the Newsletter which although 
initially in black and white will reproduce more clearly than on yellow paper. At present the cost of having 
colour photographs in the body of the Newsletter would be prohibitive. It has always been our policy not to 
charge for the Newsletter and that remains the case but if you are able and willing to make a donation that is 
always gratefully received. The greater the donations the better our chances of being able to afford colour 
photographs in the body of the Newsletter in the future which is something we would very much like to 
achieve. 

We do hope that you will enjoy the new look Newsletter but perhaps you may wish to retain this one as a 
souvenir and as a piece of local history! 

Please note that the copy deadline as from November will be brought forward to the 15th of each month. If you 
are submitting an article and a photograph would enhance it please attach the image rather than embed it into 
the email. 

Andrew Watson & Jeanette Hore Editors 

MAYFIELD & FIVE ASHES PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 

Proposed closure of Mayfield Library: The Parish Council and MAYFACS met with the Head of Customer 
and Library Services from East Sussex County Council (ESCC) on 16th October to discuss possible options to 
maintain a library in Mayfield. We were informed that their Library Services is aware of how very unpopular is 
the proposed closure of the seven libraries and the withdrawal of the mobile service.  

Libraries are safe and trusted spaces in the community where there is free access not only to books and 
information but also professional advice and support which is needed to help find resources and to use them 
effectively. The Parish Council does not want to see this valuable service cut and a way forward is currently 
under discussion with the following options being considered: 

 Retaining the existing library facility managed by ESCC but paid by community funding 

 Meeting half way with ESCC providing some elements and the community running and funding the rest  

 Paying ESCC to keep the library on the existing basis with additional volunteer run opening hours 

 Paying ESCC to maintain the existing stock control only with the community running and funding the 

library 

 Running the library on an entirely voluntary basis with book stock operating by means of donations and 

community fundraising. 

East Sussex Libraries – The Way Forward consultation is open until 14th December 2017 and you can take 
part by accessing the below link. Hard copies are available at the library. 

https://consultation.eastsussex.gov.uk/economy-transport-environment/draft-strategy/ 



Advertising at Court Meadow car park: At the October Parish Council meeting it was agreed that from 1st 
January 2018 advertising will not be allowed on the railings and gates to the Court Meadow car park in 
Tunbridge Wells Road. Recently the area has been a real eyesore with banners and posters being erected for 
long periods of time without permission. The car park is within the Conservation Area – the definition being an 
area considered to be of special architectural or historic interest, the character or appearance of which it is 
desirable to preserve or enhance. Inappropriate and unsympathetic signage has a detrimental effect on the 
character of the area which the Parish Council does not want to be eroded through the installation of 
inappropriate signs. 

Please clean up after your dog: There have been more complaints of increased amounts of dog excrement 
which is disappointing and a health concern as it can cause infections. This is a disregard of the rules, 
exercised by a minority that causes grief to all residents. So please bag it up! Once you’ve picked up after 
your dog please walk to a dog or litter bin or carry the bag home to dispose of it. This is not only for when 
walking along pavements but also applies to when using footpaths across the countryside. Please 
remember that neospora eggs are excreted by infected dogs in their faeces and are responsible for the 
highest percentage of all cattle abortions in the UK. Cattle become infected when they eat food or drink water 
contaminated with the eggs and they then have to be destroyed. Also please remember that dogs only have 
the right of way on official footpaths and do not have the right to run around the fields. 

Rotherfield Surgery: As it is likely to impact a number of residents, the clerk to Rotherfield Parish Council has 
been in contact with us regarding the proposals for the closure of the Rotherfield Surgery with the care 
transferred to the Brook Health Centre at Jarvis Brook. The partners of Rotherfield Surgery have considered 
the challenges they have experienced in finding new partners for their General Medical Services contract 
decided that they are unable to continue to provide primary care services across two surgery sites. The site at 
The Brook, near Crowborough, offers more opportunities for expansion to accommodate the existing clinical 
and administrative workforce and consequently the partners have submitted an application to close the 
Rotherfield Surgery site. The date that they wish the closure to take effect from in their application form to the 
Primary Care Contracting Committee is 31st March 2018. 

Stand Up for East Sussex: The County Council is urging people in East Sussex to stand up for their county 
by calling on the Government to give them a fairer deal. They have launched the ‘Stand Up For East Sussex’ 
campaign and are asking residents to sign a petition to the Prime Minister which calls for an urgent rethink on 
the resources the county receives. The county has a high and fast-growing elderly population, wages below 
the national average, few large firms to boost its business rates and a transport network which often lets 
residents down. Yet savings of £112 million have been made from services in East Sussex since the start of 
the decade – enough to meet the yearly costs of caring for 5,600 vulnerable people, or to repair 2 million 
potholes. To show your support and sign the petition please visit: 
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/yourcouncil/consultation/stand-up-for-east-sussex 

Fire safety at home: You are at least four times as likely to die in a fire at home if you haven't got a working 
smoke alarm. A smoke alarm is the easiest way to alert you to the danger of fire, giving you time to escape. 
They are cheap, easy to get hold of and easy to fit. The more alarms you have, the safer you willl be - as long 
as they are working - so make sure you test them weekly.  

You should have a minimum of one alarm on each floor. However, if you have only one alarm and two floors, 
put it somewhere you'll be able to hear it when you're asleep. If you have a large electrical appliance such as a 
computer, in any of the bedrooms a smoke alarm should be fitted there too. Free smoke alarms are available 
at the Mayfield, Heathfield and Uckfield Fire Stations and they will fit the smoke alarms if required. They also 
offer free home visits for fire safety checks that involve fire-fighters visiting your home and offering fire safety 
advice for you and your household. 

Tree safety: With winter coming up it is a good idea to remember to inspect any trees on your property that 
might cause injury or place property at risk especially after severe storms. The owner and/ or occupier of land 
upon which trees stand is generally liable for any loss or damage resulting from falling branches or from the 
falling of the tree itself. Whilst the incidence of accidents is low, falling branches have resulted in deaths and 
caused serious road accidents.  

 

 Parish Council meetings this month: 

Meeting  Date Time Venue 

Community Development Monday 06 November 19:30 Parish Council Office 

Full Parish Council Monday 13 November 19:30 Mayfield Memorial Hall 

Planning Committee Monday 20 November 09:30 Parish Council Office 

Finance & General Purposes Monday 27 November 19:30 Parish Council Office 



 

Please note that minutes of meetings are available for viewing online at: 
https://mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk in the Parish Council section and at the Parish Council Office. 

 
Janna Todd 

Parish Clerk to Mayfield and Five Ashes Parish Council  
Old Manor House, High Street, Mayfield TN20 6AL  

873784  
Email: clerk@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk  

FEATURES 

SUSSEX WILDLIFE TRUST: RED ALERT – INCOMING TRANSMISSION: Tseeep. For centuries 

we have looked to the stars above hoping for a sign. An answer to all our problems. Tseeep. And each 
November we get one. But we’re just too wrapped up in our little lives to notice. Tseeep. Stand anywhere in 
our county on a clear November night and listen. Tseeep. There it is again; a thin, sibilant whistle. 
 Somewhere, up there between Sussex and the moon, something is happening. Tseeep. As the Earth slowly 
turns and the seasons change that noise is the sound of our big, old planet on the move. It’s the sound of the 
redwing. 

Redwing are small thrushes, like a pale, streaky-breasted blackbird. Their name comes from the flash of red 
revealed by the birds in flight – an underwing that looks like it has been rubbed raw from flying. Their furrowed 
‘eyebrows’ and blonde, drooping ‘moustache’ give them the appearance of a permanently annoyed 
Scandinavian – and that’s exactly what they are. 

The planet turns, the bit at the top gets colder and redwing are begrudgingly forced to flee from the freeze and 
head for the warmth of England. Once here they roam the countryside in nomadic flocks, constantly harassed 
by the weather during their anxious search for berries and wild fruits. 

The scale of the annual redwing invasion is massive – maybe a million birds, but this number changes each 
year depending on the weather conditions further north. Those that do arrive in Sussex are kettled around the 
county by cold fronts.  40,000 redwing were observed passing Beachy Head ahead of an advancing storm on 
Feb 16th 1969; a blizzard of snowflakes and blazing armpits. 

They mostly migrate under cover of the night.  That tseeep is their contact call; a single note of reassurance 
for their fellow travellers. Novelist John Fowles described it perfectly; “a sudden small gleam of old silver in a 
dark room”. 

Redwing breed across a wide northerly stretch of our planet running from Iceland to the Kolyma Basin in 
eastern Siberia. In March and April, they’ll leave Sussex and chase the retreating winter back to their 
defrosting fjords.  But until then stare up at the stars and listen out for that thin, wild, mercury whistle. Tseeep. 
A gentle reminder that, whatever your own little problems are, they’re insignificant. You’re just a tiny part of 
something much bigger; a planet on the move. 

Michael Blencowe - People & Wildlife Officer 

www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk 

TRAVEL NOTES: Well, it has been an interesting month in the world of travel. The collapse of Monarch 

Airlines was very sad. Although I have never flown with them, I understand they were a nice company and I 
am sure many of you will have taken their charter flights or package holidays. Many reasons have been given 
for their demise, not the least of which is the loss of their core business to Egypt, Tunisia and Turkey, due to 
people not travelling to these places. The other airline in trouble has been Ryanair, of course. I have flown this 
airline as a means to an end and it is their staff I feel sorry for, not their owner. Airlines who continually push 
prices down to unrealistic and unsustainable levels endanger all other airlines. If Ryanair fails, I will be sorry 
only for the staff who will lose their jobs, but not for the management. My advice this month is to be careful 
who you book with. 

I have a number of older clients who are enjoying travelling short-haul as they no longer feel they can manage 
long haul. There are so many possibilities, such as river cruises, small group tours, music and cultural tours. 
Don't let the fact that you are having to travel alone put you off, either. Many clients have a wonderful time and 
make new friends on their trips and there is no need to fear solo travel. 

In fact, no need to stay close to home if you are physically able. I have two ladies travelling to India on a 
marvellous tour where I know they will be looked after and spoiled. So, go ahead, enquire about visiting places 
you have always wanted to go to. 



There is some limited availability for Christmas but I am already booking well into 2018. It is always advisable 
to book well in advance to get the best availability and prices. For example, villa holidays for summer 2018 are 
in high demand and your villa can be secured for a small deposit. 

I look forward very much to your enquiries. 

Liz King - Bespoke Travel - 01273 474273 
liz@lizkingtravel.co.uk 

BOOK REVIEW: Precious Bane by Mary Webb 

By the 1920s, writers who were born in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries were already wistfully 
recalling the beauties of a pastoral existence yet untouched by the disfiguring sprawl of industry. They deeply 
regretted the sweeping away of age-old communities whose customs, superstitions and speech idioms had 
thrived for generations and which were now irredeemably lost. No writer’s novels can have more successfully 
evoked this sense of a lost age than those of Mary Webb. 

‘Precious Bane’, Webb’s most famous novel, is a deeply poignant tale involving greed, cruelty and 
hardship but it is also a story of courage, compassion and stoicism. Mary Gladys Webb (l881-1927) was born 
in the village of Leighton, Shropshire, and it was in this county where she lived for much of her life and which, 
as novelist and poet, she chose as the setting for her fictional characters and their ways of life. Her father was 
a schoolteacher and it was from him that she acquired her love of literature.  At the age of twenty Mary 
developed Graves Disease, a type of thyroid disorder which permanently blighted her health as well as her 
looks. This affliction influenced her writings and inspired her to create the heroine of ‘Precious Bane’, Prue 
Sarn, who is cursed with a harelip.  

‘Precious Bane’ was first published in 1924 and is set in rural Shropshire during the Napoleonic Wars. Even as 
late as the 1920s, parts of Shropshire were still very isolated and Mary, living among the local inhabitants, 
could empathise with their ways. Prue Sarn is the daughter of a cruel farmer and the sister of a ruthless and 
ambitious brother, Gideon, who is obsessed with making money. In his quest to do so he forces both himself 
and Prue to work slavishly on the farm and he is devoid of all sensitivity and compassion. Prue on the other 
hand is deeply sensitive and intuitive and is caring towards her mother. Aware of her disfigurement, her harelip 
is a source of misery to her and her life is generally hard. However, a neighbour, Beguildy, teaches Prue to 
read and to do numbers and as a result she begins to develop a sense of self-worth. Ultimately, she realises 
her own stoicism and starts to view her harelip as a blessing as well as a curse, hence the title of the story. 
Another welcome turn of events occurs when an educated itinerant weaver, Kester Woodseaves, enters her 
life and recognises Prue’s finer qualities despite her disfigurement. However, matters take a turn for the worse 
when Gideon decides to marry Beguildy’s daughter - which is strongly opposed by Beguildy. One disaster 
follows another with tragic results which I will not reveal here. Meanwhile the local community have become 
convinced that because of her harelip, Prue is a witch and therefore responsible for the tragedies. However, 
attempts to drown Prue in a local pond are happily thwarted when she is rescued by the timely appearance of 
Kester Woodseaves. 

Mary Webb was perhaps to Shropshire what Thomas Hardy was to Wessex.  Both writers became renowned 
for their love of nature and their observations of it which are beautifully interwoven with the intricacies of 
human psychology. Their novels, frequently tragic in theme, are nonetheless richly peopled with colourful 
characters, quaint and often amusing. Both were fatalists, some people find unbearably so, but this has not 
prevented either from bequeathing a lasting legacy to the world of literature which is still much appreciated 
today. 

Cynthia M. Baker 

FIRST WORLD WAR CENTENARY 

MAYFIELD AND THE GREAT WAR - NO. 44 - NOVEMBER 2017: Along the Western Front in early 

November, Canadian troops finally captured the village of Passchendaele and brought some finality to the 
Third Battle of Ypres. It was followed later in the month by a British offensive known as the Battle of Cambrai, 
led by nearly 500 Tanks. 

Internationally, the Bolshevik revolutionaries in Russia overthrew the Provisional Government and sought 
negotiations with the Germans for an armistice by launching a ‘peace offensive’. This raised a distinct 
probability of allowing the Germans to transfer large numbers of men and volumes of equipment to the 
Western Front. 

Locally, another £25.00 from an ‘Entertainment at the Parish Hall’ was added to the Mayfield Christmas 
Parcel Fund, for local men serving in the armed forces. As costly postage to over 300 men was anticipated a 
jumble sale was arranged which added a further £36.00 to the funds. 



There are four names recorded on the Mayfield & Five Ashes War Memorials for November 1917. 

Gunner John Godfrey, 307th Siege Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery, Service No. 124926. John died from 
accidental injuries, in Italy on 1st November 1917 aged 28 and is buried at Treviso Communal Cemetery. 

John, born 1889 in Frittenden, was the youngest of at least eight children. By 1901 at the age of 13 he 
was already working as a Domestic Houseboy and by 1911, with both parents deceased, the family had 
split up and John was living as a lodger with his married sister and elder brother at Back Lane, Mayfield. 
John’s service records are missing but it is known that he enlisted at Folkestone. 

Richard John Carter, Ordinary Seaman, Merchant Navy. Richard was aboard the Merchant Navy SS 
Cape Finisterre when it was torpedoed 2nd November in the English Channel off the Cornish coast. His 
body was never recovered. He is also commemorated on the Tower Hill War Memorial and the Marden War 
Memorial. 

Richard was born in Mayfield around 1897 and lived at Colkins Mill with his parents. Unfortunately, by 1911 
his parents were living at the Union Workhouse. Richard had been taken into care and in 1911 was resident 
at a South Shields, County Durham Industrial School. This School received boys who, on reaching the age 
of 12, transferred to a training ship in preparation for service in both the Royal and Merchant Navies. 

Captain Percy Jones DCM VD, 2nd Battalion 13th Duke of Connaught’s Own Lancers (Watsons Horse). 
Percy Jones was killed in action at Amara, Mesopotamia on 3rd November 1917 aged 48. He is buried in 
Baghdad (North Gate) War Cemetery. 

Percy was born in 1869 at Ratby and was one of six children. In the 1901 Census he is at his parents' 
address, single, and occupation recorded as an Indigo Planter (in India). By the end of the decade he was 
in South Africa serving in the Boer War 1900/1901 as a Corporal/Sergeant with the Behar Light Horse. He 
was Mentioned in Dispatches by Lord Roberts in 1901 and subsequently awarded the DCM. To date no 
record of his enlistment and service in WWI has been discovered apart from the brief details of his death. 

He married Olive Mary Clark in1902 at Eastbourne and it appears they spent time in India before returning 
to England. His wife was living at Holton, Mayfield at the time of his death. 

Private Arthur Hicks. 8th Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment), Service No. 60740. He was formerly 
with the Royal West Kent Regiment. Service No 14703. Arthur was killed in action 30th November aged 39 
during the Battle of Cambrai and is commemorated on the Cambrai Memorial. 

Arthur was born in 1878 in Ticehurst and was the youngest child in a family of 7 children. By 1891 his father 
had died and the family home was at Station Road, Mayfield. By 1901 Arthur was boarding with the Lusted 
family at Woolbridges Farm, Five Ashes, his occupation described as house painter and by 1911 he was 
living alone at Cross in Hand. 

He enlisted in the Royal West Kent Regiment at Eastbourne, around 1916, and sometime after that he 
transferred to the Royal Fusiliers and eventually participated in the first mass Tank offensive at Cambrai late 
November 1917. Details of his death are unknown. 

Brian Oldfield & Carole Stilwell 

OUR SCHOOLS 

MUSINGS FROM MAYFIELD CE PRIMARY SCHOOL: Phew! As promised in last month’s Yellow 

Pages, we really have had a full-on first term!  We would like to pick out a few of our really successful events 
and activities to share with you.  

Our Harvest Festival saw the first opportunity for the whole school to come together as a community to 
produce a shared celebration. This was followed by the roads in Mayfield for one week sporting the very 
special appearance of the Year 6s as they began a life-long adventure of cycling on the roads. Bikeability, led 
by East Sussex Cycle Training, was very much on the curriculum, providing the oldest children at the school 
with the knowledge and understanding of how to stay safe whilst riding their bikes through the streets. They 
then went out on local streets to the school learning all about how to indicate to turn at T junctions; pass 
parked cars safely; undertake emergency stops and have a good awareness of traffic around them.  They 
were also expected to learn about road signs and were tested on their knowledge to ensure they could follow 
them correctly. We are all really proud of their achievements, gaining Bikeability levels 1 and 2, and know that 
they have taken that first step into making sure they stay safe on their cycles whilst enjoying the freedom it 
gives them 

It wasn’t long before we were participating together again as a school community in Bible Week, in association 
with St. Dunstan’s and Colkins Mill churches. Our week began with a visit by author Clare Luther who spoke 
with the children about her work, shared her books and discussed with us how the Bible is a very special book 



and shared ways in which it can be accessed by all. This was followed in succeeding days by a visit by 
Skylarks class to meet the Bishop of Lewes, who talked with the children and surprised them by wearing a 
leather jacket, just right for riding his motorbike! Each class also had the opportunity, armed with a clipboard 
and interactive booklet, to visit the exhibition held in St. Dunstan’s Church, designed to promote and extend 
their understanding of the Bible This very special week was concluded with a wonderful choral performance by 
the older children from Mayfield and Five Ashes CE Primary schools of ‘Captain Noah and his Floating Zoo’. 
Children from Five Ashes School then joined with their peers from Mayfield Primary for an ‘Aspire Federation’ 
day, filled with activities to form new friendships as well as extend their understanding of the Bible. It was 
indeed a full-on enriching week!  

Finally, you may have seen children practising hard for the cross-country competition in Burwash in 
September. Well, we are delighted to say that we took 23 children and our school came second overall, 
despite all the mud and the very challenging terrain!  We are therefore really proud to reveal that 6 runners 
from years 4 - 6 from Mayfield earned the accolade of being part of the team representing the Heathfield area 
at Beacon on October 18th – the most that have ever reached this stage over the years that we have 
competed in this sport.  The day dawned and yet again it was muddy, windy and foggy! Despite the conditions, 
all of our competitors ran exceptionally well, achieving good placings. Our fastest runner came 19th, just 
missing out on qualifying for the next round.  

When we look back over our first term, it certainly has been a busy one filled with knowledge-creating 
adventures across all the curriculum areas! Now we are entering into Term 2 and looking forward to our new 
learning journeys. After all, Christmas is just round the corner, heralding all those traditional activities linked to 
the season as well as the many amazing learning experiences which will enable us to extend our thinking, 
investigate, explore and so much more! 

Sian Collison 

OUR CHURCHES 

COLKINS MILL CHURCH INVITES YOU TO:  

CAFÉ CHURCH - “HOPE IS ALIVE” - 19TH NOVEMBER 2017 

Continental breakfast will be served from 10.00 am. Please join us, we would love to see you. All ages 
welcome. 
(This service is specifically for people who may be wondering if there is any hope in this world…). 
 

Terry Steinegger 

ST. DUNSTAN’S ON LATE NIGHT SHOPPING EVENING: We are very pleased to announce that 

MayZing Choir are coming to St. Dunstan’s at 7.30pm on Friday, 1st December whilst our wonderful Village 
Late Night Shopping Evening takes place.  Please do come along and hear them sing their Christmas 
repertoire in our beautiful Church and enjoy our bar refreshments which will be on sale. 

ST. DUNSTAN’S CHRISTMAS MARKET: Our annual Christmas Market will be held on Saturday, 2nd 

December from 10am until 2pm in St. Dunstan’s. We have lots of our favourite stallholders coming along 
again this year and you will be able to browse and buy your Christmas presents without having to struggle to 
park in a busy town centre. We will have local Artisan jewellery, wooden crafts and gifts, sweets and treats, 
homemade cakes and preserves, local honey, beautiful Christmas decorations, St. Dunstan’s Christmas cards 
(being sold in aid of our PCC Charities), Usborne Books, the Vicar’s Gin Tombola, a raffle for a Luxury 
Christmas Hamper and much, much more. You will be able to join us for a light lunch, festive mulled wine & 
ginger biscuit and a cup of tea & mince pie. 

Please do contact me if you need further information – 873484.  Hope to see you there! 

Nicky Higgins 

St. Dunstan’s Parish Administrator 

ROUND AND ABOUT 

WOODHILL SURGERY: 2017/18 FLU CLINICS – “STAY WELL THIS WINTER” 

We are pleased to advise that Flu vaccine appointments are now available. The injected flu vaccine is offered 

free of charge on the NHS to people who are at risk. The GPs greatly encourage eligible patients to book into 

one of our clinics so please call 873000.  



Flu is an unpredictable virus that can cause mild or unpleasant illness in most people. It can cause severe 

illness and even death among vulnerable groups including older people, pregnant women and people with an 

underlying health condition. 

You are eligible to receive a free flu jab if you are 65 years of age or over; are pregnant; have certain medical 
conditions; are living in a long-stay residential care home or other long-stay care facility; receive a carer's 
allowance, or you are the main carer for an elderly or disabled person whose welfare may be at risk if you fall 
ill. Front-line health and social care workers are also eligible to receive the flu vaccine. It is your employer's 
responsibility to arrange and pay for this vaccine.  

Pregnant women and the flu jab - If you're pregnant, you're advised to have the flu vaccine, regardless of the 
stage of pregnancy you've reached because there's strong evidence to suggest pregnant women have an 
increased risk of developing complications if they get flu particularly in the later stages of pregnancy. It will help 
protect your baby as they will continue to have some immunity to flu for the first few months of their life. It's 
safe to have the flu vaccine at any stage of pregnancy from conception onwards. Talk to your GP, midwife or 
pharmacist if you want more information. 

Flu vaccine for children - The flu vaccine is free on the NHS for children over the age of six months with a 
long-term health condition; children aged two and three on 31 August 2017; children in reception class and 
school years one, two, three and four. Children eligible for the flu vaccine aged between two and 17 will 
usually have the flu vaccine nasal spray.  

Andrew Cornell Practice Manager 

MAYFIELD FOOTPATHS WALK: We will be rambling along some of the local footpaths on Sunday 26th 

November, meeting as usual in South Street car park for a prompt 10am start. The paths at this time of the 
year can be a bit muddy in places so please make sure you have appropriate footwear. Some dates for your 
diary:  

The December Walk will NOT be on the last Sunday in the month, but will take place on Monday 25th 
December- again starting at 10am in South Street. We will make sure the walk is over by midday. And 
following tradition, the New Year's Day Walk will see us walking the Mayfield Circular, a 3 mile route around the 
perimeters of the village. 

Deborah.dixon@hotmail.co.uk 

MAYFIELD AND FIVE ASHES COMMUNITY FOODBANK: The Mayfield and Five Ashes Community 

Foodbank is well and truly up and running and has already received positive feedback from the people who 
have come along to use it. Our opening hours are Tuesdays – 11am-12noon and Fridays – 5pm-6pm and, as 
we are not operating a voucher system, if you have a need then please do come and see us at one of our 
sessions. We are based in The Old Fire Station on Fletching Street (and this is between Charity Cottages and 
The Carpenters Arms Cottages.) 

If you are unable to get to us then please do remember our volunteers are happy to arrange a home delivery – 
just contact us on 07895 260560 (and leave a message) or email: mayfafood@outlook.com. 

We do have a great team of willing volunteers but we always have room for more! If you have a spare couple 
of hours a month and would like to help, then please do ring or email us as we would love to hear from you. 

Thank you. 

Mayfield and Five Ashes Community Foodbank Representative. 

ARGOS HILL WINDMILL: We have reached the end of our Open Days for this season and we have had a 

great response from our many visitors, which gives us a boost for next year. We hope to have the dates for 
Open Days 2018 by the end of this year. We took part in both Mayfield and Rotherfield torchlight walks and 
had a wonderful time despite getting rather wet in Rotherfield. We had great fun, made all the better by being 
judged second in the competition, and are already planning next year’s events. With regards to our Tuesday 
working sessions, we are getting on with the next phase of our programme having repaired the drive to the 
Shutter Opening Mechanism to the sweeps. The Tuesday Volunteers are a very friendly bunch and would love 
to see you if you have a few hours to spare on Tuesdays, even if your skills rest at knowing which end of the 
paintbrush to hold! 

Brian Pike Hon. Chair of the Friends of Argos Hill Windmill 

UPDATED PARISH WEBSITE – USEFUL INFORMATION: If you have not already done so, please 

have a look at the village information page on the new website – click on the middle box on the home page or 
else go directly to https://mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk/about-us/. 

http://www.nhs.uk/Conditions/vaccinations/Pages/child-flu-vaccine.aspx
mailto:Deborah.dix@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:mayfafood@outlook.com
https://mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk/about-us/


It contains lots of information about  

 health services including out-of-hours services, community cars, late night chemists and where to find 

defibrillators 

 police and fire 

 public transport 

 the library 

 our elected representatives 

Is there anything important that is missing (or wrong)? Is the information easy to find?  

Please let us know and we will make any suggested improvements. 

 admin17@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk 

Roger Stone (872764) / 07776 144056 

MAYFACS (Mayfield & Five Ashes Community Services) UPDATE 

www.mayfacs.org.uk (Mayfield & Five Ashes Community Services) 
Questionnaire 
I hope you will have seen our new Newsletter about. In it is a questionnaire asking for 
opinions about transport within the community. Please complete it and return it via The 
Shopping Basket, as it will help decide how MAYFACS progresses. Any comments or 
suggestions you may have about MAYFACS are also welcome – whatever you wish to 

say! Please use the back of the form. 
 
Mayfield Poetry  - A MAYFACS Venture 
Robert Browning, Elizabeth Barrett Browning and Walter de la Mare, three poets the poetry group have 
enjoyed this autumn. The meeting in December is on Thursday 14th where Christmas poems and mince pies 
will be the order of the morning. Time 11.00am to 12.30pm, Coach House Cottage, Royal Oak Mews, cost £2. 
Ring Pat Robson for more details 01435 872445.  
Apart from Christmas time the group meets the 4th Thursday in the month throughout the year. 
 
Five Ashes Tea & Chat 
8 November - The community play writers, Stephen Israel and Suzi Hopkins are visiting to listen to stories 
about Five Ashes. Please note START TIME 2pm just on that day.  
22 November - Jenny Deering from the Conservation Volunteers is talking about health walks. Please come 
and join us, even if you have never been before, if you might be interested in either of these special 
afternoons. 
 
Zumba Gold every Thursday at 9.45-10.30am in Mayfield Memorial Hall. 
 
Computer Buddies  
Look out a computer buddy at an event near you! We will be taking the buddies “on the road” at various events 
happening in our villages. There is help available at the Five Ashes tea and chat too. Make a note of any 
questions you might want to ask, bring your mobile or tablet and we’ll see what we can do to help. The new 
village website will also be available to look at. 
  
Monthly Outings - Minibus trips 
Please contact Alex or myself to check availability about the trips. 
27 November – Hilliers Garden Centre & Outlet Stores, Stone Cross, Hailsham 
11 December – tbc 
 
Dick Whittington and his Cat 
Devonshire Park Theatre, Eastbourne, Matinee on Thursday 11th January. Price £21 per person to include 
transport. Please contact us for a form or pick one up from The Shopping Basket. Wheelchair spaces are 
available. 
 
The Shed 
After an inspiring visit to the project in Eastbourne, an enthusiastic band of potential “Shedders” has been 
formed. A lot of investigation is being undertaken behind the scenes, so watch out for further details on this 



exciting project. For those readers who are scratching their heads in bewilderment, if you can access the 
internet, please take a moment to look up https://en-gb.facebook.com/TheEastbourneShed/ and watch the 
videos. 
 

Tuesday Afternoon Club – 2.30-4.00pm, Scout & Guide Hall 
Talks for the remaining year are:  
November – A musical entertainment 
December – Our Christmas party with entertainment from the children of Mayfield Primary School, Christmas 
games and activities. 
January 11th Tuesday Afternoon Club on a Thursday - Pantomime trip.  
 
Yoga for the Young at Heart 
Contact Sarah Ratcliffe on 873310 for more information. 
 
Scrabble and other games 
The first Scrabble Afternoon took place on 20th October in the lounge of Canterbury Court. Please contact us if 
you would like to join. 
 
Knitting & Sewing Group 
Anyone interested in forming a little group to knit for The Queen Mother’s Clothing Guild? 
 
Middle House Lunches – For the over 60s, singles and couples; a subsidised two-course lunch with coffee 
for £6.50. Contact Ruth Daniells on 865711 if you wish to attend. The next two dates are 21st November and 
12th December. 
 
New Lunch Club 
In addition to the Middle House lunches, we’ll be starting our new light lunch club in Five Ashes Village Hall 
on the first Thursday in each month starting on Thursday, 4th January. This will be incorporating an opportunity 
to go for a short level walk, play table tennis, cards or what anyone wants to do. The lunch will be soup, roll, 
cheese, crackers and fruit. Could you spare a couple of hours to help with one of the sessions, please, or 
make some of the soup? All expenses would be reimbursed. 
 
Good Neighbouring Scheme 
Please get in touch with me if you or you know of a neighbour, who would like to be part of this initiative or if 
you would like to become a “good neighbour”. 

Contact Details – Shirley Holland or Alex Firrell 
Most Mondays - Old Library – next to the Memorial Hall (look for the sign outside) 

Telephone: 07908 516 875 
www.mayfacs.org.uk 

Emails: manager@mayfacs.org.uk or admin@mayfacs.org.uk 
If you prefer to write, please leave a letter at The Shopping Basket 

Logo 

HOSPICE IN THE WEALD: Our date for our Christmas Coffee Morning is Saturday, 11th November in the 

Scout and Guide Hall from 10 am to 12 noon. Our stalls will be selling the Hospice Christmas cards, wrapping 
paper and gift labels. Cakes and savouries, craft goods, new gift items and a good quality raffle. Coffees or 
teas will include hot mince pies as always. This time our Christmas event will be a bumper one as it will be the 
last one we will be holding. 

Jean Olney 

HOSPICE CHRISTMAS MARKET: Saturday 18th and Sunday 19th November from 10am-4pm at Hospice 

in the Weald, Maidstone Road, Pembury, TN2 4TA. Entrance is £3 for adults and children go free. Father 
Christmas will be in his grotto on both days from 11am-2pm. 

Anyone wishing to browse the stalls and make purchases ahead of the crowds can buy tickets for the launch 
event on Friday 17th November, 6-8pm. Tickets cost £10 (includes a glass of bubbly and canapes) and are 
available via the event page on the Hospice website, www.hospiceintheweald.org.uk  

FIVE ASHES FIREWORKS & BONFIRE: Five Ashes Village Hall management committee will be holding 

their annual Firework Display and Bonfire on 4th November 2017 on the Playing Field from 5.30pm.  

Last year we had an unprecedented number of attendees with almost 500 people enjoying the evening, which 
is our maximum capacity for this event. To avoid disappointment we are asking everyone to obtain their tickets 

https://en-gb.facebook.com/TheEastbourneShed/
mailto:manager@mayfacs.org.uk
mailto:admin@mayfacs.org.uk
http://www.hospiceintheweald.org.uk/


in advance this year available from The Pink Cabbage and Flamingo Trends in Mayfield and from the Five 
Ashes Inn in Five Ashes. You can also contact Kas Shepperson on 01825 831945 or Penny Kemp on 01825 
830748. Tickets bought in advance will be £20 for a family (2 adult + 2 children) or £7 per adult and £4.50 per 
child. Under 3's are free and a child is aged 3 to 16 years.There will be a maximum of 350 tickets available 
which will include the traditional cup of home made soup and locally sourced sausage in a roll for sale prior to 
the event. The committee have also agreed to have 150 "entrance only", i.e. no food, available once the initial 
350 have been sold. 

For more information keep an eye on our facebook page www.facebook.com/fiveashesvillagehall and our 
website: www.fiveashesvillagehall.btck.co.uk 

Kas Shepperson 

MAYFIELD FESTIVAL CHOIR - VIVALDI'S GLORIA AND OTHER BAROQUE MASTERWORKS: 

Sunday 19th November 7.30 pm, St. Dunstan’s Church, Mayfield 

A brief reminder of the date of Mayfield Festival Choir's concert and an announcement that tickets (£10- £24, 
half price for under 18s) are now on sale. You can get them online, in person from Rosina Fabrics and Wools 
and by phone from 0333 666 3366. Full details are on the choir website www.mayfieldfestivalchoir.org. 

Jane Bolger 

MAYFIELD FESTIVAL OF MUSIC AND THE ARTS – 2018: The Mayfield Festival is every 2 years 

and now includes the Tunbridge Well International Music Competition. We are planning for the next festival 
which will run from Saturday 28 April – Sunday 13 May 2018. The Competition is in the middle from 
Wednesday 2 – Sunday 6 May 2018. Do put these dates in your diaries for next year. The Festival is already 
taking shape and the invitations to competitors for the TW Competition have already gone out to over 300 
Schools and Conservatories worldwide. We have a wonderful team of people helping to organise this festival 
and if you would like to help do contact Steve Swanton at hs.swanton@talk21.com or on 873156. You can get 
early updates on the events as well as priority bookings by joining Friends of Music in Mayfield; see 
www.friendsofmusicinmayfield.info 

Steve Swanton 

WOODHILL SURGERY: Following on from John Gaunt in September’s edition, the partners, management 

and staff would like to pay thanks to the Woodhill Patients Group who achieved so much over the years. It is 
sad to see that the group has been dissolved and we would like to pay thanks to all members for their hard 
work and devotion. 

The Partners, Management and staff at the practice strive to provide high quality care that meets the needs of 
its patients and carers. In light of the loss of the WPG, we are keen to set up a Patient Participation Group 
(PPG) that consists of patients and practice representatives who come together to discuss the work of the 
practice and identify any areas for improvement. Members must be over 16 and we are keen to get a cross 
section of age groups. The NHS requires every practice to have a PPG. 

Members of the PPG will be requested to attend and contribute to regular PPG meetings. These will take place 
2 to 3 times a year and will be advertised on practice noticeboards. We aim to ensure that practice decisions 
are influenced by patients and carers and we want to enable them to participate in the work of the practice. 

Why should I join? You have been to the surgery as a patient, parent, carer or friend and your experiences 
matter and you can bring different ideas to the surgery to help us treat patients better or to improve what we do 
in some way.  In addition you will also gain a better understanding of the NHS, and gather feedback from other 
patients. 

Will my views be heard? Your views are important and will be listened to. It may not be possible to act on 
every suggestion, but all feedback is very valuable. Working in a spirit of mutual respect, openness and trust, 
all patients' views will be discussed and, where appropriate, we will work together on solutions. 

If you are willing and keen to join our new PPG, please contact me by email hwccg.woodhill@nhs.net or call 

reception 87300 to log your interest and I will be in touch very soon! As soon as I have a reasonable number 

of members, I will schedule our first meeting. 

Andrew Cornell Practice Manager 

LATE NIGHT SHOPPING FRIDAY 1ST DECEMBER: The annual Late Night shopping will be on the 1st 

this year.  Make sure you are there to watch the turning on of the Christmas lights, to hear the children and 
adults singing and, of course, to wander round the shops, enjoy their hospitality and see what they are 
offering. 

Watch out for posters and information on the M&FA website giving more details. 

Roger Stone (872764) / 07776 144056 
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CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING: On Saturday 16th December 10.30-12.30 in the cosy Courtyard of 

Mayfield School. There will be bottle and chocolate tombola stalls, games, raffles and a fabulous refreshments 
stall serving tea, coffee, mince pies and plenty of homemade cakes to buy. Everyone is welcome and entry 
is free. All funds raised will be donated to CAFOD (Catholic Aid for Overseas Development). 

GREAT GIFT! INTRODUCTORY CREATIVE WRITING SESSION: Do you know someone who 

harbours a secret desire to be a writer but hasn't yet plucked up the courage to do anything about it? Or 
perhaps it's someone who would like to try a creative writing class but isn't sure about commiting to a course. 
Why not buy them a 'Ten Pound Taster' as a gift? This will entitle them to a two and a half hour introductory 
creative writing session, on Saturday 27th January, at Five Ashes Village Hall, with local writer and creative 
writing teacher, Helen Stockton. If you buy a voucher, we guarantee a Taster session will run. 
To buy a 'Ten Pound Taster' voucher, go to www.helenstockton.co.uk, email stocktonwriting@gmail.com, or 
phone 07784538965. 

CLUBS AND SOCIETIES 

MAYFIELD BONFIRE BOYES & BELLES: Firstly, a very big thank you to everybody who supported our last 

Quiz Night of 2017 on Saturday 7th October. A fun evening was had by all. Our first Quiz Night of 2018 will be 
in February, so watch this space for further details..... 

Our November Bingo Night is being held on Friday 24th, at 7.30pm, in the Scout and Guide Hall. We have, of 
course, got our Christmas Bingo Night coming up in December. More details to follow on this in the December 
Newsletter. 

One very special event coming up for us, is our SENIOR CITIZENS CHRISTMAS LUNCH, our annual 
Christmas event. This year it is being held on Saturday 2nd December, in the Memorial Hall, at 12.30pm for a 
1.00pm lunch. If you are over 60, and you would like to attend this Festive annual get together, then please put 
your name down on the list which is being held by Joy, at the Shopping Basket, (873231). Alternatively, you 
can call Jo on 872717, or contact myself, Kevin on the details below. Free transport is available to and from 
the Memorial Hall to those that require it. Also, if you were previously a resident of Mayfield, or you know 
somebody that was, who would like to attend, we would love to see you there, so please contact us. To all 
those folks from Mayfield who have not been before please come along and join us. A great Festive time is 
guaranteed and it's free! 

Further details on our up and coming events will be in the December issue of the Newsletter. 

Kevin Leeves 
872057/07973 727189, or kevinleeves@btinternet.com. 

MAYFIELD BAND…..just do it: What a joy it is to see the children of our youth band working on their 

Christmas repertoire, and whilst at this stage in the season the level of enthusiasm is still slightly ahead of the 
level of expertise, the gap will soon be closed under the guidance of their leader, Jenny Pursglove, who puts 
them through their paces with the patience of a saint. The bad news though, children, is that actually saints are 
not always that patient. Take St. Dunstan for instance, who wasn't terribly patient with the devil, and George, 
who clearly lost his cool with that dragon. So let's just say that if you don't practice, Jenny will at best pinch 
your nose with a set of large tongs, and at worse, repeated failure to remember all your sharps and flats could 
result in you being run through with a large sword. Hey, nobody said it was going to be easy.  
But seriously kids, we all appreciate the hard work that you put in to your music, and what you are doing is of 
huge importance not just for you, but also for the whole village, as you are carrying on a great tradition going 
back two centuries. So thank you to Camilla, Ralph, Lucy, Pippa, Archie, Monty, Thomas, Phoebe, Ellie, Milly, 
Eloise, Tara, Georgia, and Emily. We are very proud of you all. We are also delighted to welcome another new 
adult learner to the group, Martin, who for a complete beginner is rocketing along with great enthusiasm.  

But without taking anything away from the endeavour of the aforementioned stars, if you have ever wanted to 
play a musical instrument, but still haven't quite got round to it, just bear in mind that BRASS IS EASY. If you 
try to learn piano, you will soon find that your ageing brain simply can't cope with using both hands, let alone 
getting them to do different things at different times, at the same time as doing other things with your feet, and 
trying to read your music. Likewise, a guitar needs two hands, as do saxophones and various other wind 
instruments. A violin not only needs two hands, but also has no fixed notes, meaning that you will have been 
thrown out of your family home well before you start to make a decent noise. Brass however, is essentially a 
one handed job, meaning that even idiots like me that normally struggle with anything more complicated than a 
wheelbarrow, can manage to get on relatively quickly and make a decent noise, from the instrument not the 
wheelbarrow, although my nearest and dearest have argued with some justification that my wheelbarrow is 
more tuneful than my trombone, and also keeps better time. We won't go into their comparisons of manure 
carrying capabilities. 

http://www.helenstockton.co.uk/
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So dither ye not. We really, really need you, as the band is critically short of players, and unless we can get 
more people, including complete beginners like Martin, we will not survive. Our kids do a great job, but 
inevitably they move on just as they become really good, which is why the Martins are so important. There are 
parts for everyone, and you will soon be able to play the simpler parts with the senior band, and progress from 
there. And who cares if it's not the “cool” instrument you promised yourself. At least you will be able to play it, 
and that's the really important thing. And I shouldn't be apologising for lack of cool anyway. Have you not heard 
of Chet Baker, Louis Prima, Miles Davis? These were brassers whose coolness was in another league from 
today’s rock stars, and I know Mayfield Band itself isn't necessarily cool, but it is a band, in Mayfield, with its 
own instruments, in which YOU can play, and enjoy something you have always wanted to do, in the company 
of friends. And anyway, have you seen what’s on telly on Friday nights? So, at the risk of infringing global 
corporate copyright laws, Just Do It! 

Simon Rudge 872007 
simon@mayfieldband.co.uk 

MAYFIELD EVENING WI: Our speaker on Tuesday 11th October 2017 was Janie Ramsey who used to run 

an antique shop in Tunbridge Wells.  Her subject was  “The History of Fans”. With the use of slides and fans, 
we learnt that fans had been used since the 1600s made from materials as diverse as lace, tortoiseshell, 
vellum, parchment, ivory and feathers. We also heard how the shape of fans changed over the years. She 
brought two exquisite embroidered fans from China and ended her talk by asking one of our members, Deb 
Findlater, to help her to show us the language of fans. 

The 4 members who collected on Carnival Night raised £374.85p between them. A consultation paper is 
available from our local library about the possible closure of Mayfield Library. If you care about our library 
please get a copy and fill it in. 

Our next meeting is on Tuesday 14th November. It is our AGM, but don't worry about being forced to volunteer 
for the committee as we have already got members willing to come on. It is at 7.15pm for 7.30pm start. There 
will be entertainment during the evening.  If you are wondering if you would like to join us why not come along 
and meet us and make up your mind.  If you would like to speak to someone before you come you can phone 
Berenice Blurton on 872039. 

Margaret Rae 

MAYFIELD LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY: The new season’s meetings began on Friday, October 27th, and 

memberships were updated for many. If you could not attend then you can join on Monday, November 27th.  
The talk was on “The Development of Mayfield Town and its Early Buildings” by David Martin. As expected 
David’s talk drew on his many years of experience looking at the development of vernacular architecture in 
Sussex. Until he retired he and his wife were consulted in numerous planning enquiries relating to the many 
listed buildings in Mayfield and other villages.  

Monday, 7.30 for 8pm, November 27th, 2017, Memorial Hall: DUTCH SUPPER EVENING: “What is 
Christmas?” by Geoff Hutchinson. Please note change in venue and date to a Monday. This year we shall be 
back to our past pattern with a talk by Geoff Hutchinson on Christmases past. Geoff is an accomplished and 
amusing speaker, so a good evening is to be anticipated. 

We wish all members a happy and rewarding Christmas and New Year. 

Brian O’Connor, MLHS Chairman – 873477 
Rob Foster, MLHS Secretary – 873215 

John Buddle, MLHS Treasurer – 872229 

ST. DUNSTAN'S BELLRINGERS: Whilst it is some time since our last piece in the Newsletter, St. 

Dunstan's bell tower and its ringers have not been resting on their laurels, continuing to carry out their weekly 
obligations to the church by ringing for Sunday service, as well as for special occasions such as the St. 
Dunstan's Day service and the Summer Fete. 

The ringers have also had the pleasure of ringing at three weddings - those of Mr. and Mrs. Dixon in May, Mr. 
and Mrs. Douglas in June, and Mr. and Mrs. Sanderson in July and naturally the bellringers wish each couple 
every happiness in their marriage. There have also been several occasions during the past few months when 
visiting ringers from other churches have enjoyed ringing the wonderful bells of St. Dunstan’s. 

By way of this entry the bellringers wish to acknowledge the generous gift of replacement muffles given by the 
previous tower captain, Richard Barraclough. The new muffles that are used on occasions such as Armistice 
Sunday to provide a sombre sound to some of the ringing, make the task of preparing the bells for 'muffled 
ringing' much quicker and easier. 

mailto:simon@mayfieldband.co.uk


Finally, the bellringing team has a new learner. Should you or any of your visitors wish to join them on the 
journey to become a bellringer then please do not hesitate to get in touch with Sue Ellis (Secretary) 01892 
784026 or Graham Holland (Tower Captain) 872163. 

James D Morgan 

GARDENING TIPS: I am always on the lookout for bizarre tit-bits to include in these articles and recently 

came across one which I felt I had to include. We visited the Knepp Castle Estate in West Sussex, where, due 
to poor soil, longhorn cattle, sheep and pigs run freely with no human interference except for urgent welfare 
needs such as a broken leg. I asked if the animals became aggressive under such a regime. It seems they do 
not but do alter their behaviour. Recently the owner was walking by a lake and saw a stream of bubbles. A few 
seconds later a pig surfaced and swam off for they have learned to dive for freshwater shellfish on the lake 
bed!  

In mid-September we had a most interesting tour and talk at Marchants Hardy Plants, near Laughton. Two of 
the things the owner told us are worth repeating. They grow a lot of grasses and the method they use for 
cutting them down in winter is labour saving. They tie a rope tightly around the grass then cut through with a 
hedge cutter below the rope. The tops can then be taken away in one bundle. This also minimises walking on 
the soil if it is wet; this preserves the soil structure. On this subject they are very keen on the use of grit to 
improve the soil rather than compost. Part of the garden is on heavy clay so they spent a year adding masses 
of grit. 

The colours of autumn may be mists and mellow fruitfulness but the sound of this autumn is the “plink” of 
super-sized acorns on corrugated roof or rather the alarming “plonk” as one hits the car roof just above your 
head. From the gardening point of view they can lead to lots of little oaks starting to grow in the middle of 
herbaceous plants or shrubs. Get them out before they get too well rooted to pull. Cattle can become addicted 
to them and over the years we lost a couple of cows with acorn poisoning and one, who was an addict we had 
to bring in early. 

On October 9th we visited Sissinghurst. There was quite a lot of colour left; much of it provided by the many 
varieties of salvia, a large family of plants, which include a few annuals but are mainly herbaceous or sub-
shrubs. Most are hardy provided they do not get water-logged and many have aromatic foliage but 
s.turkestanica can be fairly evil smelling. I grow three varieties. S.nemorosa, a fairly short herbaceous plant 
with blue flowers that looks their best in a large group, “Hot Lips”, a small shrub that has a long flowering 
period, likes hard pruning and full sun and the red and white flowers turn white late in the season. It is 
supposed to be slightly tender but I have never lost one. My favourite is s.uliginosa, which has blue flowers on 
long black stems. It is herbaceous, likes a bit of moisture and is a late starter so can get lost or damaged 
unless marked. A useful highlight plant for a late autumn border.  

Finally some more useless information, during a recent visit to a Sussex vineyard we were told that the 
pressure in a sparkling wine bottle is the same as the tyre pressure in a double decker bus. Cheers! 

John Logan 

MAYFIELD & DISTRICT U3A: The Speaker at the November General Meeting will be Ian Keable, whose 

professional life has encompassed accountancy, lecturing and, intriguingly, the world of magic. On Thursday, 
November 16th his subject will be the 18th century political cartoonist James Gillray whose satirical eye spared 
neither the political elite nor the royal family and who is now regarded as the first and greatest of the political 
cartoonists. 

Meetings take place on the third Thursday of each month, excepting August and December, at 2pm in the 
Memorial Hall. Visitors are always welcome. 

Further information may be obtained from Polly Bradford (Chairman) 873946 or Sue Petrie (Membership 
Secretary) 01892 862769 or by visiting our website http: //u3a sites.org.uk/Mayfield. 

 

MAYZING COMMUNITY CHOIR: Thank you to everyone who came to "MayZing Sing Gospel". We hope 

you enjoyed it. We are very lucky to have the talents of Noel and Louise. We are starting on Christmas music 

in readiness for the late night shopping on Friday 1st December. We will be singing inside St. Dunstan’s 

Church at 7.30pm, so after lots of successful shopping in the High Street, please come for a sit down, a listen 

and join in with some Christmas music. 

If you are thinking of joining MayZing, we have a few spaces, sopranos included. Please contact Noel if you 
would like more information. Tel: 01892 668059 / 07702 835154. email: noel.bannister@btopenworld.com 
website: http://www.noelbannister.co.uk. 



Shirley Holland 

MAYFIELD BUSINESS FORUM MEETING WITH OUR MP AND FUTURE MEETINGS: Our meeting with 

Nus Ghani on 13th October proved very interesting, with Nus answering our questions on broadband/mobile 
connectivity, Brexit, Ashdown Forest planning constraints, transport, tax and regulation followed by discussions 
on each topic. You can read a summary of the meeting on the MBF website at 
mayfieldbusinessforum.com/discussion-with-nus-ghani-mp/. 

We are now planning for our November discussion, Tuesday, 7th November at the Rose & Crown, 6.30pm - 
8pm on “Boosting the High Street”. We will be looking at ideas to boost footfall and encourage more people to 
use our shops. This is so vital if we are to retain life in the High Street. The meeting will involve both the 
retailers and other businesses as we brainstorm good ideas. 

Finally, we are planning our Christmas meal and drinks, so MBF members are requested to tell me their 
preferred date and venue. 

Roger Stone (872764) / 07776 144056 
 

FILM ON FRIDAY: On November 3rd Film on Friday will be showing "Heal the Living" a recent work by the 

promising young French director, Katel Quillevere. In present-day Le Havre: a teenager on a road trip that 
ends in tragedy, a woman with a failing heart and the doctors struggling to save lives every day - the heart 
transplant brings them all together, without dwelling on the surgical detail.  

"Stunning....her film-making is as clinical as a scalpel incision, but it's also peppered with moments of 
lyricism....This is truly cinema to make the heart beat faster." Wendy Ide, Observer. 

Robbie Colin in the Telegraph says of the surgery scenes that viewers "may be surprised by how easy they are 
to take......Feels like bearing witness to a secular miracle." 

Doors and bar (now a dynamic in-house operation) open at 8.00pm for an 8.30 start. Intending guests should 
phone me beforehand on 872165. Full details on www.filmonfriday.org 

Tim Cornish 

FRIENDS OF ST. DUNSTAN’S: The Friends of St. Dunstan’s Parish Church AGM will be held on Monday 

20th November at 19:30 in St. Dunstan’s Church. Refreshments will be provided.  

We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the meeting where the Committee will be available to 
answer questions about the work of the Friends including new work to be done on the windows in the Lady 
Chapel and work on the South Chancel Roof where further insect infestation has been found. 

The Friends remit is exclusively focused on raising funds for the preservation and maintenance of the church 
building and was set up as a charitable trust to enable everyone in the village and beyond to contribute 
towards this goal. Joining forms can be found in the back of the Church. 

Annette Nabavi, 873476 

FIVE ASHES HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY: Our 2017 AGM was held in Five Ashes Village Hall on 

Thursday, 12th October and was a very successful and enjoyable evening. At the end of the “official business” 
we were treated to a fascinating talk by Debbie and Sue of Wildlife A&E Rotherfield. They spoke of their 
successes, and sometime sadness, in efforts to rescue and save all sorts of animals, birds, mammals, etc. To 
illustrate their successes they brought some baby squirrels, hedgehogs and also Ozzy the Barn Owl who 
seduced everybody with his gorgeous looks and impeccable behaviour. Having been in human company all 
his life he tolerated all the oohs and aahs, stroking and touching without a ruffled feather. The evening ended 
with a light supper and drinks. 

The Village Pumpkin-growing Competition weigh-in was held at the Five Ashes Inn on Monday, 2nd October 
with 11 pumpkins entered. The winners were:- 

1st Tim & Claire Hall 42.3kg 

2nd Keith & Chris Ketley 34.4kg 

3rd Janet & Nick Noble 33.8kg 

 

The Five Ashes Schoolchildren’s Heaviest Carrot Competition weigh-in took place at the School on Thursday, 
19th October. Eleven children had managed to grow carrots, and were congratulated because of the hot, dry 
start to the summer. The winners were:- 



1st Tiegan Bell 1,121g 

2nd  Layla-Mae Bell 579g 

3rd  Maisie Nash 409g 

 

The children then voted and decided to grow pumpkins in 2018, the seeds for which will be provided by the 
Horticultural Society. 

Graham Playfoot 01825 830511 

MAYFIELD HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY: Friday 17th November 2017, 7.30pm - ‘Self Seeders – Love 

Them Or Hate Them?’. Talk by Gillian Regan in the Memorial Hall, Mayfield. Members Free, Visitors £2. Tea, 

coffee and biscuits available 7.30 to 8pm before our Speaker starts. Members may remember Gillian from her 

previous visit to Mayfield. Having been given a beautiful self-seeded Purpletop Vervain (Verbena Bonariensis) 

by a friend this year, I am full of enthusiasm to learn more about the self-seeders I could have in my garden. I am 

not so enthusiastic about the self-seeding weeds I have though! Gillian has a true plantswoman’s garden down 

a narrow country lane near Faversham Kent, which she and her husband Peter open for the National Garden 

Scheme. The garden is packed with plants that she has travelled to see growing wild in many countries during 

the last thirty years. The garden is described in the National Garden Scheme handbook as ‘a riot of plants 

growing together as if in the wild.  No neat edges or formal beds’. The garden has also featured in ‘Kent Life’ 

and the Royal Horticultural Society magazine ‘The Garden’. Please come and join us to hear this outstanding 

gardener share her knowledge, and be forewarned before browsing the plant catalogues over the winter 

months! 

Friday 16th February 2018, 7.30pm – ‘Plants For Early Spring’. Talk by Stephen Moore, Rapkyn’s Nursery 
in the Scout and Guide Hall, Mayfield.  

Do You Have An Idea For A Future Summer Outing? If you have visited or been told of a wonderful garden 
to visit that has interest if the weather is fine or wet, suitable for visitors of all ages, with easy walking, access 
for disabled people and without hazards, a good sized vehicle parking area for coaches, and a large and 
comfortable café serving good food we would love to hear from you.  Please either come along to one of our 
meetings and speak to a Committee Member or send an email to mayfieldhorticulturalsociety@gmail.com. 

Everyone is Welcome to Our Society Events 

Rosemary Bayliss 

 

LOGO 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION: At the Annual General Meeting of the Branch on 11th October the following 

persons were elected to office: 

President: Warwick Child 873252 

Chairman: John Macdonald 873138 

Secretary: John Neal 872113 

Treasurer: Brian Stilwell 873407 

Welfare: John Logan 883371 

Member: Poppy Appeal Organiser Gavin Ross 07771 965517 

Branch Webmaster Carole Stilwell 873407 

 

As can readily be seen the Branch committee has absolutely no spare capacity and volunteers (must be 
members) to assist in committee work are more than welcome. Contact any of the above if you wish to help 
either by joining the committee or purely on a temporary basis. 

Following official business and supper, our meeting was addressed by Simon Bellamy, Chair of the Sussex 
Military History Society. He gave an excellent talk on the combined operations raid on the massive docking 
facilities at St. Nazaire in 1942, the objective being denial of their use to the German Navy. The forcing of the 
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English Channel by a fleet of German ships under the noses of the RN and RAF plus the menace of the Tirpitz 
to our Atlantic supply fleets clearly weighed on the mind of Mr Churchill. 

The plan was to drive an old destroyer (ex USN) with 4+ tons of explosives concreted into her bows into the 
dock gates, the subsequent explosion putting the dry dock out of action. Secrecy was lost through an alert 
German AA commander raising the alarm although he imagined the target were the nearby U-Boat pens. A little 
known fact is that one of the 5 VC’s awarded posthumously was to a Royal Engineer Sgt. on the 
recommendation of a German officer.  

Although costly in terms of men and material, it was ‘mission accomplished’ and Tirpitz was reduced to 
comparative insignificance. 

Remembrance Fortnight Annual Remembrance commences on 29th
 October and runs until 12th November. 

Principle dates are Saturday 11th November, which is Armistice Day when nationally people observe 2 minutes 
silence at 1100 hours. In Mayfield persons wishing to observe in public should gather at that time at the Village 

War Memorial in the High Street. 

Sunday, 12th November is Remembrance Sunday when Father Nigel Prior and associated clergy will conduct a 
service at the War Memorial commencing at 1100 hours. Persons wishing to be present should foregather at 
the War Memorial from 10.45am. Following this ceremony will be the Commemoration in St. Dunstan’s 
Church. 

At 2.30 pm at Five Ashes Memorial there will be a short service to honour the fallen. 

At 15.00 hours at St Mark’s Church, Hadlow Down there will be a Commemoration Service. 

Poppy Appeal 

The time is nearly upon us starting on 28th October we are always in need offers from anyone willing to help 
with the house-to-house collections or for static locations. Do please contact me, Gavin on 873770, 07771 
965517 or email gavin@rossma.co.uk  

John Macdonald, 873138 

 

UP AND DOWN THE HIGH STREET 

FOOT FACTS: Mayfield Chiropody and Podiatry Clinic: Beat the winter blues by keeping your feet warm, 

cosy and colourful! We have now received our new Autumn Range of socks! 

There is a great choice on offer with comfortable non-elastic ‘Soft tops socks’ particularly beneficial for those 

with circulation conditions or swollen ankles  in both cotton and wool blends.  Also, new designs in our very 
popular Bamboo socks in blues, greys and berry red colours. Soon to add to this collection are new ranges 

of rambler socks and hi tech walking socks. 

Having had huge success in the summer with the introduction of the new bamboo/cotton brand, ‘Doris & 

Dude’, we now have the autumn range in stock with their quirky designs in exciting and bright colours. 

Designs with sheep, dogs, hearts or stripes, spots, & more! We are also displaying their special Christmas 

range of novelty socks such as polar bears and sheep with Christmas hats on! This adds a great element of 

seasonal fun and offers great ideas for Christmas gifting. 

Remember, Albus Dumbledore to Harry Potter "One can never have enough socks!" 

All are welcome to come in and have a browse 

Katy McSundey Mayfield Chiropody and Podiatry Clinic 873848 

TRUFFLES BAKERY: We are planning to open the tea room during the week commencing Monday, 30th 

October. We will be serving hot drinks and cakes as well as light lunches and breakfasts. We will also have an 
area dedicated for children to sit and play. 

 OPEN FORUM/ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Mayfield Library: Proposed Closure: This proposal makes little sense. The plan to save money 
would release a few thousand pounds (£4000 annually?) since the Parish Council contributes a 
substantial sum. A saving of this sort is quite out of proportion to the damage that this would do to this 
thriving community. 

This library is the only licensed one in the County, which presumably refers to its status in occupying 
half of a room in the primary school. It would be difficult to imagine cheaper (or more imaginative) 
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provision of a library facility. East Sussex County Council's report says that Mayfield Library has the 
second lowest cost per open hour. 

The plan is that users could use car or bus to travel to Heathfield, an option not open to many of our 
seriously elderly population. I have been one of the main users, so am aware that the library is 
particularly well-used by the primary school children: I often have to queue, waiting for parents and 
children to choose multiple books, expertly managed by the Librarian. This use is unlikely to continue if 
travel to Heathfield is imposed. 

ESCC's paper talks of "The lack of published evidence as to what is behind these changing use  
patterns" which must beg serious questions about the closure proposal. Any well-planned proposal 
must attempt some proper analysis. Mayfield's hard copy loan figures for the last three years show an 
increase in the second year, not evidence of uniform decline. The argument that libraries need to 
"modernise" appears to be based on the premise that new technology can replace the book. However, 
growth of Kindle has slowed, bookshops are re-opening (Waterstones in Lewes) and the history of 
cultural change shows that new methods often do not replace the old. (Television has not killed Radio 
nor the Cinema: Lewes has opened a new one). How, in the absence of research, can ESCC assume 
that library use will decline? 

One brief suggestion that volunteers can substantially cut costs is countered by ESCC's statement that 
"volunteers do not replace paid staff". No blueprint is offered as to how a volunteer library could be run. 

Mayfield's Library is a much valued community resource.  Proper stewardship from ESCC should take 
a positive attitude to the neglected north of the County. For instance, a sign should be provided that is 
visible from the main road that there is a library in Mayfield. I lived in adjoining Fletching Street for 10 
years before I realised it was there. Increase use from increased publicity could increase income from 
booking fees, which have to be paid by most Mayfield users, due to limited stock. The arguments for 
access to books which initiated the Library movement many years ago have not gone out of fashion, 
nor has the statutory obligation for library provision been removed by government.  

ESCC's consultation ends on 14th December. Details of how to respond are on 
www.eastsussex.gov.uk/haveyoursay 

Tim Cornish 

Note from the Editors:- Consultation papers are available from the Library. Please get a copy and fill it 
in. 

FOODBANK: It was very pleasing to read Mary Pennington’s latest piece of charming prose poetry in 
October’s Open Forum. Sharing her thoughts and observations about some of the late summer scene and 
activity near our dwellings was invigorating. I can but observe that the principal avian creatures seen regularly 
in my garden in the last couple of weeks have been the magpies, doing what they usually do, domineering and 
trying to get something for nothing by their scrounging habits. 

Mary also provided us with her take on the local Foodbank scene, seeming to invest that particular activity with 
a type of local governmental moniker by naming it as the Mayfield and Five Ashes Foodbank. Doubtless some 
Five Ashes residents, like Mary, are participating in its organisation and conduct, but I thought that the essence 
of the title of such a place identified its whereabouts rather than its voluntary supporters’ environment. It would 
seem to indicate that when someone wants a free donation of food and is not sure of the address of such 
generosity, they will have to telephone using what is probably their smart phone to check whether the 
sanctuary of goodies is in Mayfield OR Five Ashes. Just a thought, but please retain the reference to the 
mobile telephone in your memory. 

The picture painted by way of an example of a hungry person was that of a university student who had come 
upon hard times. As a fully paid-up member of that group that Mary identified as “doubting Thomases”, I would 
respectfully ask her to revisit the founding of doubt in the Apostle Thomas’ mind in the context of whether he 
was being asked to assess fact or some other explanation. In similar vein, let us note a couple of the relevant 
facts about University based students. Except for the miniscule numbers of child prodigies, almost all the 
others with a UK residential home address are eligible to vote in a General Election i.e. they are at least 18 
years of age. It is also probable that their life styles include the use of the sort of mobile telephone that was 
mentioned above, requiring outlays of £30-50/month. 

I recall that the original premise of the hunger concerns, aired publically in the Courier in June, for setting up a 
Foodbank in Mayfield were the circumstances whereby some people, presumably parents, had mismanaged 
their financial affairs to the extent that food was not available for their school-age CHILDREN. It is highly 
probable that most balanced mature citizens do take serious notice of utterances which claim to inform us that 
children are literally short of a sufficiency of nourishment to maintain an acceptable standard of health. 



Similarly, they would also consider that such incidences need early and thorough examination to establish the 
facts of the circumstances. Early searching and simple enquiries would provide useful guidance. Have the 
schools reported that children in their jurisdiction are lacking good health in circumstances which may indicate 
lack of proper nourishment? Were any “alarm bells” registered in the village medical surgery by the 
appearance of a number of ill-fed patients, both children and adults? Nothing has been heard in the public 
arena and the Parish Council has no record of concerned discussion about such matters. 

I and other “doubting Thomases” are now being addressed by Mary to look at a situation which does not 
embrace those young children mentioned above but specifically involves adults. Not just any bunch of 
humdrum adults but the cream of the academic crop in our country. A better defined description would be 
those dozy, unthinking university students who blow their cash whilst almost certainly holding a set of beliefs 
and practising life style activities (like the smart mobiles), which are beyond their financial means. They should 
re-assess their priorities in life. There is absolutely no reason whatsoever that anyone studying at University 
level should become hungry to the point of desperation. The solution to normal hunger pangs brought about by 
ill-considered expenditure is to eat bread and jam for as long as it takes to restore financial stability. Similarly, 
those inclined to display their love and care by holding out the option of Foodbank solutions for such situations 
should realise that, in the long term, they are neither favouring those whose basic modus operandi is to lead 
an ill-disciplined financial existence nor the future of our nation.  

Peter Deller 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY - DECEMBER 2017 ONWARDS 

(FOR NOVEMBER 2017 - SEE LAST PAGE OF NEWSLETTER) 

December 2017     

Fri. 1 Christmas Late Night Shopping  High Street 5pm-8pm 

Sat. 2 Boyes & Belles Senior Citizens Christmas 
Lunch 

 Memorial Hall 12.30 for 1pm 

Sat. 9 Mayfield Pre-School Christmas Party  Memorial Hall 1.00pm - 5.00pm 

Mon. 11 Mayfacs Outing TBC    

Tues. 12 Middle House Lunch for the over 60s  The Middle House 12.30 for 1pm 

Thur. 14 Mayfacs Poetry for Christmas  Coach House 
Cottage, Royal Oak 
Mews 

11am-12.30pm 

Sat. 16 Christmas Coffee Morning in aid of CAFOD. 
(Catholic Aid for Overseas Development) 

 Courtyard of Mayfield 
School 

10.30 - 12.30  

Mon. 25 Christmas Day Mayfield Footpaths Walk  South Street car park 10.00am 

January 2018     

Mon. 1 Mayfield Footpaths Walk  South Street car park 10.00am     

Thur. 4 Mayfacs Light Lunch  Five Ashes Hall Midday-2pm     

Thur. 11 Mayfacs Dick Whittington and his Cat  Eastbourne TBC     

February 2018         

Fri. 16 Mayfield Horticultural Society  Scout & Guide Hall 7.30pm     

April-May 2018         

Sat./Sun. 28-13 Mayfield Festival of Music & The Arts        

REMINDER: MAIN NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION POINTS 

Five Ashes Inn, Five Ashes Village Hall, Heal’s Farm Shop, The Shopping Basket, Pink Cabbage, Chiropody & 
Podiatry Clinic, Leppard’s Butchers, St. Dunstan’s Pharmacy, Middle House, Mace Stores, Public Library, 
Rose and Crown, plus several other premises around Mayfield where copies are available to browse. 

  



CHANGE OF DEADLINE FOR COPY FOR NEWSLETTER 

Changes to the Newsletter are coming as from the December issue. From November copy 

should be submitted at the latest by noon on the 15th of the prior month. Early submissions 

are encouraged. Please send an email to mayfieldnewsletter2012@gmail.com with the name of your 
organisation or the topic of your copy in the Subject line; or deliver hand-written copy to The Shopping Basket 
(3, Station Road, Mayfield). Whenever possible please try to submit electronic copy - you can type the 
message in the body of the email or make an attachment. Please show on all submissions the subject, name 
of author and a contact number in case of queries. Ideally type in Arial (not Arial Black) 11pt.  

For advertising copy (money with copy please) contact Paul Woodley (873258) or email to 
paulwoodley.zagon@gmail.com or deliver to The Shopping Basket also by 15th of the prior month. 

Unless otherwise stated the views expressed in MAYFIELD & FIVE ASHES NEWSLETTER are those of the 
contributors, and not of the Editors and Committee. The Editors reserve the right to omit, cut, or amend any 
contribution offered for publication. 

To Correspondents with diary dates: feel free to provide advance notice of future events for inclusion in the 
Dates for your Diary section. 

Finally, unless otherwise stated, telephone numbers given are those for the Mayfield village area and 
therefore, from outside, should be prefixed with 01435. 

 

 

 

 

LOCATION OF DEFIBRILLATORS 

Five Ashes Inn - on the wall to right of pub entrance 

Woodhill Surgery - in the entrance porch 

Mayfield Primary School - on the wall by steps to main entrance 

Defibrillators are housed in weatherproof boxes and are accessible 24/7 

Full audio prompts guide you through as soon as you open the lid 

PLEASE FAMILIARISE YOURSELF WITH THESE LOCATIONS - IT COULD SAVE 
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SOMEONE’S LIFE 

 

 

NATWEST MOBILE BANKING SERVICE 

The service operates on Mondays (except Bank Holiday Mondays) from 1.15 to 2.15pm in the Memorial 
Hall overflow car park (near the Band Hut) 

 

MAYFIELD LIBRARY OPENING TIMES AS OF JANUARY 2017 

OPEN: Tuesday 2.00pm – 5.00pm,  Thursday 2.00pm – 6.00pm,  Saturday 10.00am – 2.00pm. 
CLOSED: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, Sunday, Bank Holidays. 

 

NOVEMBER DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

November 2017 PLEASE NOTE ALL REGULAR EVENTS 

ARE LISTED IN THE JUNE NEWSLETTER 

   

Fri. 3 Film on Friday “Heal The Living”  Memorial Hall 8pm for 8.30pm 

Sat. 4 Antique Fair supporting Marie Curie Cancer 
Care 

 Memorial Hall 9am-2pm 

Sat. 4 Five Ashes Fireworks and Bonfire - ticket event 
only 

 Five Ashes playing 
field 

5.30pm 

Tues. 7 Mayfield Business Forum - Boosting the High 
Street 

 Rose & Crown 6.30-8pm 

Wed. 8 Tea & Chat  Five Ashes Village 
Hall 

2pm 

Sat. 11 Hospice in the Weald Christmas Coffee 
Morning 

 Scout and Guide Hall 10am-noon 

Sat. 11 Armistice Day   Mayfield War 
Memorial 

11.00am 

Sun. 12 Remembrance Sunday Service  Mayfield War 
Memorial 

10.45am 

Sun. 12 Remembrance Service  Five Ashes Memorial 2.30pm 

Sun. 12 Commemoration Service  St. Mark’s Church, 
Hadlow Down 

3pm 

Tues. 14 Mayfield W.I. meeting  Memorial Hall 7.15 for 7.30pm 

Thurs. 16 U3A monthly general meeting  Memorial Hall 2pm 

Fri. 17 Mayfield Horticultural Society  Memorial Hall 7.30pm  

Sat./Sun. 18/19 Hospice In The Weald Christmas Market  Maidstone Road, 
Pembury 

10am - 4pm 

Sun. 19 Cafe Church, Continental Breakfast  Colkins Mill Church 10am 

Sun. 19 Mayfield Festival Choir Concert  St. Dunstan’s Church 7.30pm 

Mon. 20 Friends of St. Dunstan’s AGM  St. Dunstan’s Church 7.30pm 

Tues. 21 Middle House Lunch for the over 60s  The Middle House 12.30 for 1pm 

Wed. 22 Tea & Chat  Five Ashes Village 
Hall 

2.30-4pm 

Fri. 24 Boyes & Belles Bingo  Scout & Guide Hall 7.30pm 

Sun. 26 Mayfield Footpaths Walk  South Street car park 10am 

Mon. 27 Mayfield Local History Society – Dutch Supper  Memorial Hall 7.30 for 8pm 



Mon. 27 Mayfacs Outing Hilliers Garden Centre & Outlet 
Stores, Stone Cross, Hailsham 

 TBA  

 


