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USEFUL INFORMATION 

LOCATION OF DEFIBRILLATORS 

Five Ashes Inn - on the wall to right of pub entrance 

Woodhill Surgery - in the entrance porch 

Mayfield Primary School - on the wall by steps to main entrance 

Defibrillators are housed in weatherproof boxes and are accessible 24/7 

Full audio prompts guide you through as soon as you open the lid 

PLEASE FAMILIARISE YOURSELF WITH THESE LOCATIONS - IT COULD 

SAVE SOMEONE’S LIFE 

STEPS YOU CAN TAKE TO ‘BE WINTER READY’ FROM UK POWER NETWORKS: 

Know your free emergency numbers: In a power cut dial 105 or, for a gas emergency, dial 0800 
111999. 
Prepare your home: Keep a torch handy and get your appliances serviced by a Gas Safe 
registered engineer to prevent carbon monoxide poisoning. 
Register as a vulnerable customer: Vulnerable households can get extra support by signing up to 
the Priority Services Register: 
www.ukpowernetworks.co.uk/internet/en/power-cuts/priority-services-during-a-power-cut/ 
Keep your eyes open: Keep an eye on the weather forecast and, if you have a power cut or a gas 
emergency, check on your neighbours. 

NATWEST MOBILE BANKING SERVICE 

The service operates on Mondays (except Bank Holiday Mondays) from 1.15 to 
2.15pm in the Memorial Hall overflow car park (near the Band Hut) 

MAYFIELD LIBRARY OPENING TIMES AS OF JANUARY 2017 

OPEN: Tues. 2.00pm–5.00pm, Thurs. 2.00pm–6.00pm, Sat. 10am–2.00pm. 
CLOSED: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, Sunday, Bank Holidays. 
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WELCOME FROM THE EDITORS 

So you are holding in your hands the new look Newsletter. We very much hope that you like it and 
look forward to receiving your feedback in due course.  

Now some people pay a fortune at this time of year to travel to Lapland to enjoy the Christmas 
spirit. They’d do better to come to Mayfield! In this Newsletter you will find details of a multitude of 
Christmas events happening in the villages over the coming weeks starting with the Late Night 
Shopping Event in the High Street starting at 6pm on Friday, December 1

st
. Subsequently there is 

the Live Crib, various Christmas fairs and bazaars, carol singing, services, and a Christmas walk. 
We are very fortunate to have such a wide range of shops in our High Street but the adage “use it 
or lose it” applies. If we wish to be able to enjoy them we should never take them for granted and 
should support them whenever we can rather than giving all our business to the big supermarkets 
or to Amazon. This is also an appropriate time to thank those on the Christmas Lights Committee 
for all their hard work and to urge you to purchase the Mayfield Calendar. After all, everyone 
needs a calendar and it makes a great gift.  

Hands up everyone who can recall (without going through all the preceding verses) what their 
true love gave them on the eighth day of Christmas. Well done if you said immediately “Eight 
maids a milking”. The twelve days of Christmas run from Christmas Day to the day before 
Epiphany (January 6

th
). This is a cumulative song meaning that each verse is built on top of the 

previous verses. Essentially it seems to have originated as a “memories and forfeits” game for 
children. The leader recited a verse, each of the players repeated it, the leader added another 
verse and so on until one of the players made a mistake and then had to pay a forfeit. There are 
various versions in different cultures which had been around for centuries but the song (and 
standard tune) as we know it today dates from 1909 by the English composer Frederic Austin. 
There are countless views about the significance of the individual gifts but when singing it one 
can sense that one is taking part in something much older and more mysterious than everyday 
life and that the practice of Christmas gift giving may be something lovely, noble and even exotic.  

In America the PNC Bank as a tradition releases a Christmas Price Index showing what every 
item in the list would cost bearing in mind that every item apart from the drummers is counted 
multiple times. (Lords a leaping is the cost of hiring ten ballet dancers for a day.) The total cost in 
December 2016 was $156,507. Now we are certain that you can all find your true love presents 
which will be very gratefully received in Mayfield High Street for far less! 

We wish you all a very Merry Christmas. 

Andrew Watson & Jeanette Hore Editors 

CHANGE OF DEADLINE FOR COPY FOR NEWSLETTER 

Copy should be submitted at the latest by noon on the 15th of the prior 

month. Early submissions are encouraged. Please send an email to 

mayfieldnewsletter2012@gmail.com with the name of your organisation or the topic of 
your copy in the Subject line; or deliver hand-written copy to The Shopping Basket (3, 
Station Road, Mayfield). Whenever possible please try to submit electronic copy - you 
can type the message in the body of the email or make an attachment. Please show on 
all submissions the subject, name of author and a contact number in case of queries. 
Ideally type in Arial (not Arial Black) 11pt.  

For advertising copy (payment with copy please) contact Paul Woodley (873258) or 
email to paulwoodley.zagon@gmail.com or deliver to The Shopping Basket also by 15th 
of the prior month. 

Unless otherwise stated the views expressed in MAYFIELD & FIVE ASHES 
NEWSLETTER are those of the contributors, and not of the Editors and Committee. The 
Editors reserve the right to omit, cut, or amend any contribution offered for publication. 

To Correspondents with diary dates: feel free to provide advance notice of future events 
for inclusion in the Dates for your Diary section. 

Finally, unless otherwise stated, telephone numbers given are those for the 
Mayfield village area and therefore, from outside, should be prefixed with 01435. 

MAYFIELD & FIVE ASHES PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 

A Merry Christmas and a Peaceful New Year to all residents of Mayfield and Five 
Ashes  

mailto:mayfieldnewsletter2012@gmail.com
mailto:paulwoodley.zagon@gmail.com


At the time of writing this article the Parish Council is having telecommunications 
problems due to the provider inexplicably cancelling the office telephone line and 
broadband connection. It is hoped that the usual telephone number will be reinstated 
promptly. However, apologies if you have been trying to contact us! 

 

New Councillor 

It is a pleasure to welcome Tommy Buck who has been co-opted on to the Parish 
Council. Tommy replaces Johnny Marsh who left earlier in the year. In the end three 
candidates applied to be considered as Councillor to represent Mayfield Ward at the last 
council meeting and it was a very difficult choice. Tommy has lived in Mayfield for the last 
ten years and is currently studying politics with legal studies at Sussex University. As an 
18 year old Tommy can bring an extra view to meetings from a younger generation. 
Welcome Tommy, it’s good to have you on board! 

 

Parish Council response to the proposed closure of Mayfield library 

Mayfield and Five Ashes Parish Council strongly opposes the closure of Mayfield 
Library for the following reasons: 

 East Sussex County Council (ESCC) has stated that it wishes to focus on areas such as 
improving literacy and digital skills therefore one has to question how this will be 
achieved by closing the library in Mayfield given that that it is a valuable community 
facility which is relied upon by vulnerable residents who cannot afford to purchase books 
and do not own computers but need internet access. 

 There appears to be little thought for services in rural communities such as ours. The 
Parish of Mayfield and Five Ashes is in a unique geographical position compared with 
other library locations earmarked for closure. The supporting evidence suggesting 
transport links to Crowborough is not correct, as no regular daily service exists from the 
village. There is a regular bus service to Heathfield but it is expensive and prohibitive to 
use – every half an hour and ticket prices of £6.20 per adult and £3.10 per child. Some 
rural villages have regular bus services every 10 minutes but this is not the case in 
Mayfield and Five Ashes. 

 The library is a much valued community resource for socially isolated and lonely 
residents. ESCC actively promotes voluntary organisations to set up Good Neighbour 
Schemes to help combat this growing problem then contradicts itself by removing a safe 
and friendly place to socialise in.  

 The computer buddies scheme run by Mayfield & Five Ashes Community Services 
(MAYFACS) in the library is an important initiative that bridges the generational gap 
bringing the community closer together. Since March this year, there has been at least 
one computer buddy session in 89% of the Saturdays in term time to date for 2-4 hourly 
sessions with different teenagers and elderly residents. 40% of Tuesdays and Thursdays 
also had an hour's session with teenagers after school. MAYFACS has recently received 
a grant from ESCC Building Stronger Communities Fund to develop this 
project. The library is the only place for residents to easily access public computers and 
they are crucial to the success of this project. Computer access and assistance is 
essential to an elderly population and to remove them risks a dangerous divide between 
the digital haves & have nots. 

The Government's Digital Inclusion Strategy states: 

"To make sure the web is truly for everyone, we need to provide more than just access. 
We need to equip the whole country with the skills, motivation and trust to go online, be 
digitally capable and to make the most of the internet. There is a lot of great work going 
on across the public, private and voluntary sectors to help people and organisations go 
online, but digital exclusion remains a big issue. Maintaining momentum is not enough. 
We need to bring together and scale up our efforts, more than ever before. No single 
organisation can tackle this alone and only strong partnership across all sectors will 
succeed.” 

 The closure of the library will impact on young school children that regularly use the 



library after school to choose books with their parents. The choice of books that might 
not otherwise be available to them allows children to develop the literacy, communication 
and social skills required for their future.  

 The computer services the library provides is an access point for benefit applicants. 
Universal Credit requires the majority of claimants to make their applications online and 
libraries are signposted as a nearby location where people can use a computer to make 
their application and manage their account. The library closure will limit our least wealthy 
resident’s ability to apply for Universal Credit thus discriminating against the most 
vulnerable members of our community. It will also deny members of the community 
digital assistance required to produce a CV and to help find and move back into 
employment. 

 The consultation supporting documentation provides an unfair presentation of statistics 
as we feel that the reduced opening hours correlates to the reduction in footfall - in 
particular the loss of opening hours on a Monday morning.  

 More appropriate opening hours to include mornings would very likely increase visits to 
the library especially as the High Street is at its busiest at this time. ESCC has not 
promoted the use of the village library, even though better signage has been requested, 
and over the years has gradually reduced the opening hours and therefore footfall 
serving its own purpose to prove that it is not an essential local village service.  

 The supporting evidence provided for the consultation concerning the running costs is 
misleading and incorrect. It includes the £2,800 that the Parish Council already 
contributes annually which reduces the relatively small savings that ESCC can make if 
they close Mayfield library. One also has to query the statistics for Annual Capital Costs 
for the refurbishment for such very small premises.   

 In the current climate the population is encouraged to reduce the number of vehicle 
journeys which ESCC is now contradicting by forcing additional road journeys to access 
libraries. This is in direct conflict with Wealden District Council’s draft Local Plan to 
reduce car emissions and nitrogen deposition in Ashdown Forest. 

 Closing the library will be yet another blow to retailers in Mayfield High Street who are 
already struggling. We have lost our banks and High Street Post Office which has 
severely affected footfall in our shops. If the closure goes ahead library users being 
forced to travel by car to Heathfield or Crowborough are most likely to choose to do their 
shopping while they are there. ESCC will be providing a nail into the coffin for retail in 
Mayfield High Street. 

 This public consultation appears to be fundamentally a biased paper shuffling exercise 
with inadequate questions to accurately ascertain the community’s feeling on the closure 
with a foregone and pre-determined conclusion. 

 In comparison to other county provided services and given the value of Mayfield Library 
to the community and its low running costs, the savings for ESCC are negligible 
compared to the impact of a reduced library service. 

The Libraries Deliver Report, Department for Digital, Culture, Media & Sport, updated 
June 2017 states: 

“Libraries change lives for the better. They not only provide access to books and other 
literature but also help people to help themselves and improve their opportunities, bring 
people together, and provide practical support and guidance. As a locally accountable 
service, they are well-placed to respond to local needs and issues.” 

We therefore call upon John Glen MP to intervene to prevent this library closure to fulfil 
his Department’s role to support, superintend and promote public libraries or the sector 
will continue to be seen as an easy touch by local councils. 

 

Help us keep Sussex safe 

With the cuts to local neighbourhood policing over the last year we feel it is important 
that all incidents are reported to Sussex Police so that they have an understanding of the 
actual crime rate in the area. If you have seen something suspicious or have information 



about a crime or incident please contact http://www.sussex.police.uk/contact-us/ or email 
101@sussex.pnn.police.uk or call 101. 

Remember after dark: 

 Leave some lights on if it will be dark before you get home. 

 When you go out in the evening, always leave a light on in a room that cannot be peered 
into from the road. 

 Fit security lighting - either dusk to dawn energy efficient lighting that will come on 
automatically as dusk sets in, or infrared activated lighting which draws attention to 
movement. 

 

Office opening times in December 

Please note that the Parish Council office will be closed on Wednesday 6th December 
due to the Wealden Parish Conference. It will close for the Christmas period on Friday 
22nd December and reopen on Wednesday 3rd January 2018.  

 
Parish Council meetings this month: 

Meeting  Date Time Venue 

Planning Committee Monday 11 December 09:30 Parish Council Office 

Full Parish Council Monday 11 December 19:30 Mayfield Memorial Hall 

Rights of Ways & Trees Wednesday 20 December 13:00 Parish Council Office 

 
Please note that minutes of meetings are available for viewing online at: 
www.mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk and at the Parish Council Office. 

Janna Todd 
Parish Clerk to Mayfield and Five Ashes Parish Council  

Old Manor House, High Street, Mayfield TN20 6AL  
873784  

Email: clerk@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk  

FEATURES 

SUSSEX WILDLIFE TRUST: WAKE ME UP WHEN IT’S OVER 

Well that was a scary year wasn’t it? Nuclear threats, freak storms and headlines filled 
with hate. Never before in my life have I felt such a strong urge to just curl up in a ball 
and go to sleep for a very, very long time. This defeatist attitude is a way of life for the 
hazel dormouse who each year scrawls the words ‘do not disturb’ across its calendar for 
November, December, January, February, March and April and turns in for a long, long 
nap.  

The feeling that your future is quickly becoming uncertain and dangerous is one which 
we can now all relate to. For the dormouse it’s an annual event. The onset of colder 
weather each autumn signals that the dormouse diet of flowers, fruit, seeds, insects and 
nuts will soon vanish. So each winter instead of struggling to survive it simply shuts 
down and sleeps. Dormice are nocturnal, feeding at night amongst trees and bushes. In 
October they can double in weight as they stock up on food before hard times arrive.  

When they have sufficiently stuffed their cute little faces these rotund rodents descend to 
a ground-floor dormitory, a tightly woven nest under moss and leaves, and become 
dormant. Heart-rate and breathing reduce by over 90% and body temperature is dropped 
to just a few degrees above freezing. This means dormice don’t need much energy to 
stay alive and valuable fat reserves are burnt very slowly. Not many British mammals 
actually hibernate. Sure, badgers and squirrels enter a deep sleep for longer periods but 
they’re not hibernating – they’re merely in ‘stand by’ mode and can reawaken quickly. 
Full hibernation requires a complete shutdown, pulling the power plug (almost) 
completely out of the wall.  Of our British mammals just dormice, hedgehogs and the 
bats hibernate. 

Yet it isn’t just Britain’s longest lie-in that has earned the dormouse its sleepy reputation. 
Even after it has woken up in May the dormouse will readily hit the ‘snooze’ button and 
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drop back into a torpid semi-hibernation as a way of avoiding any hassle. Not much food 
available yet? Back to sleep. Too wet to go out and find food? Back to sleep. Simply 
can’t be bothered? Back to sleep. Sleep seems like an easy alternative to life’s problems 
but hibernation and torpor have a high price; if a predator finds you you’re too tired to 
wake up and run away.  

So as our world shuts down around us and compassion, respect and hope get stripped 
away we can’t just shut down and forget about it like the dormouse. We can’t let ‘em 
catch us sleeping. We have to stay wide awake and vigilant, ready to stand up and make 
the world around us a better place. Let’s hope that when that sleepy ol’ dormouse wakes 
up again in 2018 the world will be a little bit brighter. For everyone.  

Michael Blencowe - People & Wildlife Officer 

www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk 

TRAVEL NOTES: So, as another year comes to a close and I look back, I can say, as 

usual, that it has been another eventful year in the world of travel. Failing airlines and 
natural disasters have made the headlines, causing chaos for some travellers. Those 
who had booked a package through a travel agent or tour operator were well looked 
after and repatriated with little or no financial loss. DIY travellers did not fare so well. 
Enough said. 

So where are my clients travelling? This year, I have booked cruises, tours to India, 
Costa Rica, lots to Australia and New Zealand, the Far East, Indian Ocean and indeed 
Europe. Far from slowing down, this has been one of my busiest years on record.  

Personally, I have been very lucky to travel to two jungles, namely Borneo and Costa 
Rica. I saw the Orangutans in Borneo, which was unforgettable and saw lots of colourful 
wildlife in Costa Rica, along with spectacular scenery. Both these trips were adventures, 
but done in comfort and style. By complete contrast, I have also experienced the glitz of 
Barbados. The Caribbean is beautiful and diverse. Some islands are all about the 
beaches and luxury, where others, like Grenada and St Lucia are more laid back and the 
scenery is stunning. Then I spent my personal holiday in Crete, the quiet part, where life 
was simple and the sunsets were breathtaking.  

People always ask me where the "in" place is. It is definitely Costa Rica! With a new 
direct flight from Gatwick, this is the place to go! I can't praise the country enough. It just 
has it all. It is civilised, clean and prosperous. Did you know that? Easy to get around 
and the wildlife and scenery will blow you away. Definitely my favourite place this year. I 
would move there tomorrow! 

Now, to end the year, I am off on safari to Botswana, so a full report on that next month. 

Have a very happy Christmas and New Year and let's start 2018 off with a bang! 

Liz King - Bespoke Travel - 01273 474273 
liz@lizkingtravel.co.uk 

THE JOINT AND BACK CLINIC: RIBS 

Most people are only vaguely aware of ‘ribs’ aside from the very nice ‘main course’ at 
some of the local pubs, that is until they become dysfunctional and invariably painful.  

Ribs are the long-curved bones that form the thoracic cage and are made up of twelve 
pairs (some people have extra ones, it gets complicated!). They protect the internal 
organs of the chest and to an extent abdomen and facilitate breathing through lung 
expansion and contraction.  

Breathing Is mildly important to most people, so to help explain the process, start by 
imagining the thorax is like a barrel. The top is the neck and head, bottom is a large 
musculotendinous sheet called the diaphragm, the walls are the ribs and intercostal 
muscles. When the diaphragm contracts and flattens the volume inside the thoracic cage 
decreases and air is drawn in and vice-versa. At the same time there is also some 
contraction of the intercostal muscles (between the ribs) and in heavy inspiration other 
muscles of the neck and shoulder region as well as spinal movement which helps 
facilitate the process.  

Most of the time ribs happily sit there doing their thing, barely noticeable and covered in 



the thoracic muscle and in my case a lot of adipose tissue. I do see patients with rib 
problems fairly regularly, normally restrictions where the ribs articulate with the spine. 
These small joints are synovial, the same kind seen in the fingers and the most common 
type of joint in the body. The ribs that play up most commonly are the upper 5, this in my 
opinion largely due to posture and environment. We sit at desks, drive cars, carry 
tension in upper back and shoulders, cough, sneeze, sleep on inappropriate pillows, 
become rounded with age and all of this and much more beside causes restrictions in 
the ribs and pain regularly affecting the muscle and joints of the neck and shoulders.  

There are many pathologies affecting the ribs; here are a few: 

Pleurisy is inflammation of the serous (highly lubricated) membrane that lines the inside 
of the thoracic cage and covers the lungs. In this condition an area can dry out due to 
local infection resulting in the two structures rubbing against one another and causing 
pain in the chest wall on breathing. 

Costochondritis, like all “itises”, is “inflammation” in this case of the joints in the front of 
the chest between the end of the bony rib and its junction with the cartilage that then 
attaches onto the sternum itself. There are lots of causes such as direct local trauma, 
arthritis, chest infection etc but basically these joints become inflamed, swollen and very 
uncomfortable.  

Lung cancer, well we know about this. There are many types and unfortunately a lot are 
not picked up until quite late, because unfortunately they can look like other conditions 
such as chest infections and can similarly cause coughs, chest pain, hoarse voice, 
weakness, fatigue, loss of appetite. You are all aware of the predisposing factors, 
asbestos and smoking, and this disease can also be found secondary to other cancers 
as it potentially spreads through the body. 

Osteoporosis, yes it can affect ribs and can be a source of great anxiety for osteopaths 
affecting what treatment can be safely carried out to the suspected osteoporotic patient’s 
ribs and thorax. A fracture presenting as a ribs restriction is always a possibility, so we 
look at the ‘mechanism of injury’, did the onset described by the patient be enough to 
cause a fracture in a patient with normal bone density or otherwise, does that patient 
have a family history of osteoporosis, did they have an early menopause etc?  

Nigel Kettle Registered Osteopath Mayfield Back Pain Clinic Roseland’s Avenue, 
Mayfield 

Appointments: 07939129626; Visit www.jointandback.com for more information or call at 
any time for advice. 

 

BOOK REVIEW: “Rebecca” by Daphne du Maurier 

Daphne du Maurier’s pre-war thriller was an immediate best-seller later dramatised in an 
equally popular Hitchcock film. Set in a huge mansion called Manderley, the narrative is 
in the Gothic tradition. As in “Jane Eyre” a young ingénue arrives at the house as the 
new wife of the owner, Maxim de Winter. A former lady’s companion in her twenties she 
meets and falls in love with Maxim and returns with him to his Cornish estate as mistress 
of Manderley. She soon discovers that Maxim, a widower, is silently tortured by his past, 
his first wife Rebecca having died, assumed accidentally, at sea the previous year. On 
first viewing Manderley the heroine is overwhelmed by its magnificence but is daunted 
by the prospect of having to govern its formidable array of servants. Maxim assures her 
that she has nothing to fear as the head housekeeper, Mrs. Danvers, is an old family 
retainer experienced in her role. The heroine is however chilled on meeting her. Danvers’ 
disapproval of her new mistress becomes increasingly manifest and all attempts by the 
heroine to fit into her role are subtly undermined. She is continuously reminded of 
Rebecca having been a great and accomplished beauty and a brilliant and witty hostess. 
Meanwhile Maxim, although caring, is subject to moodiness and outbursts of temper and 
the heroine wonders if he secretly regrets their marriage. 

Mrs. Danvers displays a grotesque and abnormal loyalty to the late Rebecca but 
gradually the heroine suspects that the latter had a dark side to her nature. The situation 
with Danvers peaks at an annual fancy dress ball. The heroine, wondering what she 
could wear, approached Danvers who persuaded her to wear a gown which unbeknown 
to the heroine had already been worn by Rebecca at the previous ball just before she 
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died. When Maxim sees her he is enraged and she flees from the scene. Later the 
heroine confronts Danvers as to why she played her malicious trick, at which the latter 
unleashes the full extent of her venom. She then tries unsuccessfully to persuade the 
heroine to commit suicide by jumping from a window. Immediately after it transpires that 
a boat has been found on the sea bed with a woman’s body inside. It is then that Maxim 
confides to the heroine that he had killed Rebecca after she taunted him that she was 
pregnant by one of her many lovers. After several more unexpected twists and turns the 
novel eventually reaches a happy, although highly dramatic, conclusion. 

While this novel does not lend itself to serious reflection it is difficult to ignore the 
character of Mrs. Danvers. Manically obsessed with preserving the memory of her late 
mistress and murderously jealous of the surviving de Winters she is obviously an 
extreme exaggeration, but could her existence in the unnatural hot-bed atmosphere of 
the servant hierarchy be totally confined to fiction? Or could she in fact be read as the 
embodiment of a vague fear some householders might have harboured towards some 
of the more powerful and intrusive members of their household staff? 

Cynthia M. Baker 

HERE IS THE NEXT COMMISSIONED FEATURE PIECE OF OUR 40TH 

ANNIVERSARY YEAR TO ENLIGHTEN READERS ABOUT THE HISTORY 

OF… 

MAYFIELD AND FIVE ASHES SOCIETY: This Society had its inaugural meeting 

on 31st January 1978 so our next Annual General Meeting will be an occasion to 
celebrate. Our President, John Logan, has written the following on how the Society came 
into being: 

“When I was a member of Wealden District Council (WDC) in the1970's and early 1980's 
representing Mayfield and Five Ashes, I was aware that neither WDC nor the Parish 
Council were regarded as listening to the parishioners’ representations. 

I was approached by the late Mrs Margaret Brown of The Four Winds in the High Street 
to help refer a planning case to the Local Government Ombudsman for her. The 
Ombudsman had been appointed to rule on a case of maladministration by the Local 
Authorities. Mrs Brown's neighbour had been granted permission for work which she felt 
adversely affected the integrity of her property and she had not been consulted. After 
studying the case I made the referral and was vehemently criticised by my WDC 
councillors and the Chairman of the Parish Council as a traitor. Mrs Brown felt that there 
should be another body, independent of the Statutory Authorities who could monitor 
cases and if necessary make representations. The Ombudsman found in her favour and 
she found enough like minded people to set up the Mayfield and Five Ashes Society. The 
WDC reviewed their policy on consultation and the Chair of the Parish Council eventually 
lost her seat.”  

Since then this Society has continued holding three weekly meetings to consult and 
comment on WDC planning applications. We were a major group working to get the by-
pass built, including holding traffic counts in the High Street.  

We must continue our watch on the various authorities and other large institutions who 
affect our environment, and we have many ideas to help improve the environment of our 
Villages, but to do that we need more active members. If you would like to join please 
contact me. 

W. Brian Pike, Secretary Mayfield & Five Ashes Society, 873367 

FIRST WORLD WAR CENTENARY 

MAYFIELD AND THE GREAT WAR - NO. 45 - DECEMBER 2017 Over the first 

week of December 1917 the British offensive at Cambrai was brought to an end with the 
British Army largely back at the line from which they had so successfully started in late 
November. For the time being General Winter and his forces closed down any large 
scale offensive action. In the Middle East, in Palestine, after a highly effective campaign 
the British were able to enter Jerusalem without a fight as the Turks abandoned the city. 
The relief and joy at this hard won success resulted in the ringing of church bells 
throughout Britain. In Russia the armistice was followed up by peace talks between the 



Bolshevik Government and Germany. Much to the dismay of the Allies, who recognised 
that any such peace terms would result in the large scale transfer of German troops from 
the Eastern to the Western Front. It was only in December 1917 that the USA declared 
war on Germany’s chief partner, Austria-Hungary. Nationally much encouragement was 
provided at national and local level to interest the general public in the purchase of War 
Bonds, either as a one time large investment or on a basis of regular small investments; 
the war had to be paid for one way or another. The K&SC published strong support for 
local investment in these bonds and printed a weekly league table of towns, similar in 
social make up/population to Tunbridge Wells, showing total weekly and cumulative 
sales and how much per head of population was being contributed. Alas, disappointing 
civic pride, TW wavered between 3rd and 5th position, behind towns such as 
Cheltenham and Harrogate. The call to the Nation at Christmas by the Prime Minister 
was for "stricter economy, more self-denial and greater effort" alongside a warning of 
more endurance required in the coming months before the power of America made itself 
felt. Growing queues for food were becoming more of a local problem in both Kent and 
Sussex and the cooperation of the nation was expected if the Food Controller had to 
introduce stricter measures. The country was suffering not just food scarcity but from 
inadequate means of distribution so that shop supplies were limited and the local shops 
in Mayfield, Rotherfield and Crowborough were only supplying goods to regular, weekly 
shoppers. The employment of female workers in agricultural labour was having some 
success in showing how well women responded to the rigours of manual labour and the 
skills of operating farm machinery. Releasing men for military deployment remained a 
prime objective. In Mayfield, the heaviest fall of snow (6 inches) in mid December for 
many years caused some disruption to daily routine and resulted in reduced attendances 
at school for a few days. On the 19th December the village witnessed an aeroplane 
making a hurried descent and landing on the slope of the railway cutting at Argos Hill 
due to the extreme cold and engine trouble. At St Dunstan’s, several beautiful wreaths 
were placed by relatives and friends at the foot of the Roll of Honour which contained the 
names of 38 local men who had made the supreme sacrifice and 2 who were missing. 

Brian Oldfield & Carole Stilwell 

OUR SCHOOLS 

NEWS FROM FIVE ASHES CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL: 

Term 1 at the School was certainly a busy and exciting one. We welcomed our lovely 
reception children into the school, we embarked on a whole school trip to the British 
Wildlife Centre and we all ventured into the woods for our first woodland days of the 
academic year. There are so many events that we could celebrate in this issue of the 
newsletter; the pupils have chosen a few of their highlights to share with you…  

We had an extremely active start to the term. We were thrilled to be visited by GB 
Olympic swimmer, Amy Smith, who led a special assembly and workshop with the pupils. 
During the assembly Amy shared her experiences with the pupils who were inspired by 
her words. During the workshop the entire school was involved in a sponsored fitness 
circuit involving spotty dogs/sit-ups, leg drives, press-ups and star jumps! All the staff 
were very impressed, not only by the pupils’ determination and energy during the 
workshop, but by the level of encouragement and support they offered their peers.  

Feeling energised, we leapt into our school Bible Week, in association with St. Dunstan’s 
and Colkins Mill churches. This week began with a visit by author Clare Luther who 
shared her superb books with the children. The next morning Oak Class arrived at 
school bright and early to catch the local bus to St Dunstan’s church and meet the 
Bishop of Lewes. During their visit, they also had the opportunity to explore the church’s 
wonderful exhibition which guided them through stories in the Bible. The exhibition, and 
the engaging activities that went alongside it, were also thoroughly enjoyed by Maple 
and Willow Class later in the week.  

Bible Week commenced with a truly spectacular event in St Dunstan’s church: the choral 
performance of ‘Captain Noah and his Floating Zoo’. Together with their peers from 
Mayfield Church of England Primary School, our KS2 pupils performed Captain Noah to 
our younger pupils, parents/carers and members of the community. As the performance 
ended, the congregation erupted in applause and the church was filled with comments 
about how lovely it was to see both schools working together, how they relished the 



opportunity to perform on such a stage and how beautifully they all sang.  

From choirs to carrots: on 19th October we were joined by Graham and Clara from Five 
Ashes Horticultural Society for the judging our carrot growing competition. There was a 
real buzz around school during the weighing. Maisie Nash came third with an impressive 
409g carrot, Layla-Mae Bell took second place with an amazing 579g carrot and Tiegan 
Bell was awarded first place for her humongous carrot which weighed a staggering 
1,121g!  

During half term our school was still a hive of activity. New carpets were laid, new 
bookshelves arrived and the construction of our reflection area in the playground 
commenced ready for the term ahead. This term will see the construction of our core 
behaviours tree which will stand tall by our school entrance. The whole school 
community will be involved in the making of the tree with the help of artist Deborah 
Thompsett. It will be covered in clay ceramics to represent our 4 core behaviours. The 
flowers and leaves on the tree will represent compassion, the tree bark will represent 
courage, respect will be represented by the insects and animals and responsibility will be 
represented by our fingerprints. We are really looking forward to have our pupils, staff, 
parents/carers, governors and local MP, Huw Merriman, working together to create such 
a special piece of art for our school.  

We would like to invite you to the community performance of our Christmas nativity 
which will take place at 5pm on Tuesday 19th December in Five Ashes Village Hall. We 
hope you can join us.  

Hannah Stanfield 

VACANCY AT FIVE ASHES PRIMARY SCHOOL: Required from January 2018 

Five Ashes CE Primary School is a small and thriving school which is looking for an 
experienced Teaching Assistant 3. To join our happy and ambitious team you need to be 
knowledgeable about the KS1 curriculum, confident working with children from Years 1 
and 2, have experience of delivering phonics sessions and be organised and self-
motivated. There will also be a requirement to work two lunch duties in addition to the TA 
hours. 

Are you keen to work on your own initiative and become part of our small, strong and 
very committed team? Visits to our school are essential to understanding our context 
and size so please telephone the office to make an appointment, 01825 830395. You will 
be made to feel very welcome. 

 

MUSINGS FROM MAYFIELD CE PRIMARY SCHOOL:    

What has happened this term already? You may have seen some Ancient Greeks 
walking into school on the first day back, as the Nightingales class participated in an 
exciting start to their Learning Journey. There were goddesses, gods, soldiers, Spartans, 
philosophers, tragedy writers – all eager to learn about the Bronze Age in Ancient 
Greece. During that day, they cooked and sampled some tasty ancient Greek morsels, 
learnt how to write their names using the Ancient Greek alphabet, made masks good 
enough to rival even the most skilled craftsperson, learnt about pottery and much more. 
They are now well on their adventure, learning about the many Greek myths and 
thinkers of that age. 

Some Year 5 and 6 children have been involved in the Big Draw this term and made a 
trip to Heathfield Secondary School to further their skills. Here they learnt about the work 
of Keith Haring, the artist responsible for the images used in the ‘Change4life’ campaign. 
They had not only to exercise their artistic skills, but their teamwork ones too, joining with 
other schools to create their works of art. We are proud to say there will be an exhibition 
of their work at Heathfield. 

Our commitment to promoting sport continues. This month we had the opportunity to 
participate in a football tournament sending both a girls and boys team to represent the 
school. We are really pleased to be able to offer so many sporting clubs at the school, 
run by both out-of-school professionals as well as members of our own staff team. 

The National Anti Bullying Week was held during the week beginning 13 November. This 



year the theme is ‘All Different, All Equal’. This is an important and very positive week in 
our school, which enables us to highlight how to recognise, deal with and be proactive 
about ensuring that bullying doesn’t happen to the children in or outside school. Each 
class has a focus to work on which is age appropriate and covers as a whole school all 
the areas of bullying. Cyber bullying, for example is an aspect covered by our year 5/6 
children as they prepare to start secondary school and will have increasing exposure to 
a range of social media sites. In contrast, our younger children look at what makes a 
good friend and how they can make sure they are one as they take greater responsibility 
for their own actions.  

This month’s final activity was our Christmas fair held on Wednesday 29 November. KS2 
pupils ran stalls whose wares were made by members of each class in the junior section 
of the school. This project enabled the children to have a glimpse into becoming an 
entrepreneur as they bid to be the class which made the most profit. With only a £15 
budget to purchase their resources, undertake an advertising campaign and gain an 
awareness of their competition, they had to generate products which would yield the 
most money whilst spending the least they could on their initial outlay.  

Of course, after this event the children will definitely be setting their sights on Christmas! 
We will be participating on 1st December in the Late Night Shopping evening singing 
carols and songs. Our version of the Christmas Nativity scene will also be displayed in 
the window of St. Dunstan’s Pharmacy – please do look out for it.  

Sian Collison 

OUR CHURCHES 

ST. DUNSTAN’S LATE NIGHT SHOPPING EVENING: MayZing Choir are 

coming to St. Dunstan’s at 7.30pm on Friday, 1st December whilst our wonderful Village 
Late Night Shopping Evening takes place. Come along and hear them sing their 
Christmas repertoire in our beautiful Church and enjoy our bar refreshments which will 
be on sale. 

ST. DUNSTAN’S CHRISTMAS MARKET: Don’t forget our Christmas Market is on 

Saturday, 2nd December from 10am until 2pm.  We have LOADS of fabulous local stalls 
where you will be able to buy lots of your Christmas shopping – come along and see.  
Entrance is £1 for adults and children are free. 

A ‘festive’ ploughman’s lunch will be on sale from 11.45am but our mulled wine and teas 
and coffees will be available all the time we are open. Please do come along and see us. 

Nicky Higgins 
St. Dunstan’s Parish Administrator 

ST. DUNSTAN’S TOY SERVICE: Each year St. Dunstan’s holds a Toy service in 

which the congregation are encouraged to donate an unwrapped present for a boy or girl 
ranging from birth to eighteen years in age. These are then donated to our chosen 
charity which this year is FSW, a Sussex charity which provides emotional and practical 
support to families in our area (www.familysupportwork.org/). The Toy service will 
operate in both of our services on 17th December. At 9.15am we host a more informal 
half an hour service without communion that finishes in London house with an 
associated craft and at 10.15am in our larger Eucharist service. You would be very 
welcome at either service! 

This year, our Christmas Eve service will be a Christingle service held in St Dunstan’s at 
5pm; look out for information about getting your child/ren involved in the service. We will 
be hosting a fun morning creating Christingle oranges, where there will be coffee, mulled 
wine and mince pies for everyone who is keen to get Christmas Eve started! This will be 
held on Friday 22nd December at 10am in St Dunstan’s- the more the merrier! 

Do look out for our posters for more information, watch our Facebook page and of 
course contact me if you would like more information. 

We all look forward to welcoming you during the festive period! 

Natalie Thomson (07889 780531) 
Children and Families Worker 

https://www.familysupportwork.org/


 

MAYFIELD SCHOOL LIVE CRIB: 11TH - 14TH DECEMBER 2017 

Monday evening, 11th December, is for the School community only and requires 
tickets for access to the Chapel. Anyone without a ticket will be turned away. It is open 
to the public on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 12th , 13th & 14th December 2017. 
The procession along the High Street from 6:30 pm is available to everyone on every 
night. 

 

ST. THOMAS OF CANTERBURY CHURCH; TIMES OF MASS OVER 

CHRISTMAS 

Sunday, 24th December, Fourth Sunday of Advent, Christmas Mass 10am 

Sunday, 24th December, Midnight Mass 9pm Convent Chapel 

Christmas Day, Mass 10am 

26th December, The Feast of St. Stephen, Mass 10am 

 

 

ST DUNSTAN’S CHILDREN AND FAMILY WORKER – is sought to provide 

Maternity Cover leading established activities for the young of Mayfield and Five Ashes 
from 1st January to 31st October 2018. 
Hourly rate of between £10 and £15 (depending on experience) for up to 15 hours per 
week.  A full DBS is required. 
For more details please contact Fr Nigel Prior at stdunstan@tiscali.co.uk or telephone 
873180. 
 

 

ROUND AND ABOUT 

LATE NIGHT SHOPPING FRIDAY 1ST DECEMBER: Come along from 6pm to 

visit the shops with their Christmas displays and gifts and to enjoy their hospitality. There 
will be a few surprises as well. It is a fantastic opportunity to find out or be reminded of 
the great range of products and services available. 

This year will again see new additions to the Christmas lights. They will be switched on 
at 6:30pm by local hero and lollipop lady, Mrs Martin.  

Father Christmas will be visiting London House from 4:30pm to 7pm. Tickets for children 
to meet him and receive a gift are available from Pink Cabbage. 

The children of Mayfield Primary school and Skippers Hill will be delighting us as usual 
with their Christmas songs and carols; and Mayfield Band will be, of course, be playing. 
Something new will be a chance for everyone to join in with some traditional carols 
during the evening.  

The 2018 Mayfield calendar will be going on sale, price £10. The illustrations have been 
chosen from the nearly 300 that were entered in our competition. Profits go towards the 
Christmas lights, the Mayfield Band and Mayfield Pre-School. It will be on sale in the 
High Street throughout December. 

Make sure you are there for this special festive occasion. 

Roger Stone (872764) / 07776 144056 

MONTHLY QUIZ SHEETS 

The December Christmas Quiz is now available at The Shopping Basket, back of St 
Dunstan’s Church and Truffles Bakery. £1 each in aid of Mayfield and Five Ashes 
Primary Schools. The Christmas one is double sided – Christmas Shopping and Carols. 
There is a £5 prize each month. These quiz sheets have been going for 16 years. Over 
time each school has received just over £2,765 which enables them to buy incidentals 
instead of dipping into other money pots. The more support we have the more the 
schools benefit. Why not pop one into a Christmas present, give as a tree present or use 
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for your Christmas entertainment? If you would like to receive a quiz electronically or by 
post (money paid in advance/SAE please) contact me on 01825 830625 

Margaret Neve 

MAYFIELD FOOTPATHS WALK: The December Walk will take place on 25th 

December, Christmas Day, starting at 10am but will be a shorter walk with a finish time 
of 12 at the latest. We have an additional January Walk, the New Year's Day Walk, again 
starting at 10am, when we will follow tradition and walk the 3 mile Mayfield Circular 
Walk. 

Deborah.dixon@hotmail.co.uk 

MAYFIELD AND FIVE ASHES COMMUNITY FOODBANK: As I hope you all 

managed to read last month, our Mayfield and Five Ashes Community Foodbank 
(situated in the Old Fire Station on Fletching Street, Mayfield, between Charity Cottages 
and The Carpenters Arms Cottages) is well and truly up and running and helping those 
in our local community. Our opening hours are Tuesdays, 11am-12noon and Fridays, 
5pm-6pm and, as we are not operating a voucher system, if you have a need then 
please do come and see us at one of our sessions. 

With Christmas coming there will be one session when we will be closed – Tuesday, 26th 
December. However, we will be open on Friday, 22nd December and Friday, 29th 
December between 5pm and 6pm. If you need help over this period, please do 
remember that our volunteers are happy to arrange a home delivery – so just contact us 
on 07895 260560 (and leave a message) or email: mayfafood@outlook.com. 

We would like to wish all the readers a very Happy Christmas and peaceful New Year 
and please do contact us if you need us. 

Mayfield and Five Ashes Community Foodbank Representative. 

KEEPING THE M&FA COMMUNITY WEBSITE UP TO DATE: Now that the 

website has been redesigned, it will remain useful if it stays up to date. You can help by 
sending in any changes  

 If you organise lots of events during the year, we can give you the ability to add your own 
events to the calendar so that they are publicised quickly.  Please get in touch if you are 
interested 

 If you are setting up a business or changing one of the 170 local businesses listed, 
please let us know 

 Also please tell us of any changes to contacts or venues for local clubs and societies 

It would be appreciated if you could send any information by email to 
admin17@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk 

Roger Stone (872764) / 07776 144056 

MAYFACS (Mayfield & Five Ashes Community Services) 

UPDATE 

Questionnaire 

Thank you to those of you who completed a transport questionnaire. 
It’s not too late to hand a completed form into The Shopping Basket. 
We’ll let you know the outcome next year. If you feel you would like 

to see a car scheme in place for journeys other than medical appointments, please make 
sure you complete a questionnaire. They are in the MAYFACS Newsletters available in 
many places in Mayfield and in Five Ashes Hall. 

IMPORTANT TEA & CHAT NEWS 

The last tea & chat before Christmas is Wednesday 13 December. It resumes on 
Wednesday 24th January from 2.30 – 4pm. Please see the invitation to the Skippers Hill 
tea party. Because of that there will be no meeting in Five Ashes on Wednesday 10th 
January. 

Zumba Gold resumes on Thursday 11th January and will be followed by an hour’s tone 
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and stretching class. If you are interested in the second hour and not the Zumba, please 
do come along at 10.30am. 

Computer Buddies  

We were welcomed to the lovely Hospice in the Weald coffee morning before Christmas 
where we chatted to a number of people about their devices. Look out for us at other 
events as 2018 unfolds. 

 Monthly Outings - Minibus trips 

The minibus trips will resume in February; more details in January. 

Dick Whittington and his Cat 

Devonshire Park Theatre, Eastbourne, Matinee on Thursday 11th January. Price £21 per 
person to include transport. Please contact us if you would like to attend. 

Tuesday Afternoon Club – 2.30-4.15pm, Scout & Guide Hall 

December 5th – Our Christmas party with entertainment from the children of Mayfield 
Primary School, Christmas games and activities. 

January 11th Tuesday Afternoon Club on a Thursday - Pantomime trip. There is NO 
meeting on Tuesday 2 January. 

Yoga for the Young at Heart 

Contact Sarah Ratcliffe on 873310 for more information. 

Scrabble and other games 

Please contact us if you would like to join. 

Knitting & Sewing Group 

Anyone interested in forming a little group to knit for The Queen Mother’s Clothing 
Guild? 

The Community Shed – more news next month. 

Middle House Lunches – For the over 60s, singles and couples; a subsidised two-
course lunch with coffee for £6.50. Contact Ruth Daniells on 865711 if you wish to 
attend. The next date is 12th December. 

New Lunch Club – starts in January 

Calling all soup makers! Could you make a batch of soup for one of these monthly lunch 
clubs or would you be willing to help for a couple of hours? If you feel you can help, we’d 
love to hear from you. The lunch club, coupled with a range of activities, both physical 
and mental is being held on the first Thursday every month from 12 until 2pm, starting on 
4th January, in Five Ashes Village Hall. If you would like a lift to attend, please contact us. 
Everyone welcome. 

Good Neighbouring Scheme 

Please get in touch with me if you or you know of a neighbour, who would like to be part 
of this initiative or if you would like to become a “good neighbour”. 

And finally…. Alex and I wish you a happy and peaceful Christmas. 

Contact Details – Shirley Holland or Alex Firrell 
Most Mondays - Old Library – next to the Memorial Hall (look for the sign outside) 

Telephone: 07908 516 875 
www.mayfacs.org.uk 

Emails: manager@mayfacs.org.uk or admin@mayfacs.org.uk 
If you prefer to write, please leave a letter at The Shopping Basket 

FIVE ASHES VILLAGE HALL 

The Management Committee held their annual Bonfire and Firework event on 4th 
November on the Playing Field. For the second year in a row we sold 350 advance 
tickets and were only able to sell “entrance only” tickets on the gate. Over 450 people 
attended the hugely successful event.  

mailto:manager@mayfacs.org.uk
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To put on this wonderful family event a small army of volunteers are needed both on the 
night and in the run up. A special thank you to our ticket outlets, The Pink Cabbage, 
Flamingo Trends and The Five Ashes Inn – we really couldn’t cope with tickets sales 
without you.  

Special thanks go to all our soup makers and sausage cookers; Trish our wonderful First 
Aider; Robert, Gemma and Henry on the bar; Sharon, Sue, Angie, Kate and David for 
handing out over 350 sausages and cups of soup; Penny and Suzie for running the 
kitchen; Tom, Duncan and William for manning the gates; Geoff and Graham for crowd 
control; Evie for glostick selling; and Clara for toffee apples.  

We’d also like to extend our gratitude to Andy & Pete who again put on a fabulous 
firework display. 

On December 9th there will be Community Carol Singing led by the children of 
Skippers Hill School and singers from the MayZing Choir. Refreshments will be 
supplied by the committee and all are welcome to join us from 5.30pm. 

For more information about the hall events and to book please refer to our website – 
www.fiveashesvillagehall.btck.co.uk or like and follow our Facebook page. 

Kas Shepperson 

CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING: On Saturday 16th December 10.30-12.30 in 

the cosy Courtyard of Mayfield School. There will be bottle and chocolate tombola stalls, 
games, raffles and a fabulous refreshments stall serving tea, coffee, mince pies and 
plenty of homemade cakes to buy. Everyone is welcome and entry is free. All funds 
raised will be donated to CAFOD (Catholic Aid for Overseas Development). 

READERS WANTED 

Our book group is looking for new members to meet monthly at 2.30pm generally on a 
Thursday and take it in turns to choose the next book which makes for a happy and 
eclectic mix of reading. The books chosen tend generally to be fiction, quite often new 
fiction just out in paperback although we have also read established classics. Authors 
have included David Mitchell, William Faulkner, Colm Tóibín, Philippa Gregory, Donna 
Tartt, Jean Paul Sartre, William Boyd and Julian Barnes. The group is friendly so if you 
would like to come along and give it a try do please contact Brenda Holding on 872735 
or Andrew Watson on 872202 for more information. 

INVITATION TO EARLY AFTERNOON TEA FROM SKIPPERS HILL 

SCHOOL AND MAYFACS FRIDAY 12TH JANUARY 

Please come and join us for an early afternoon tea (so don’t have much lunch!) from 
2.30 – 3.45pm on Friday 12 January in Five Ashes Village Hall. Everyone is welcome. As 
part of their “Wellbeing Week” the children will be serving home-made cakes and tea and 
there could be some entertainment too! There will be no set charge for this afternoon, 
just voluntary donations towards the costs. 

Those who came last year will recall it snowed in the morning, but some braved the 
elements and had a marvellous afternoon. The children were attentive and excellent 
hosts. 

If you would like a lift from Mayfield to Five Ashes, please contact MAYFACS on 07908 
516 875 

Shirley Holland, MAYFACS & Emma Harvey, Skippers Hill School 

MAYFIELD COMMUNITY PLAY OCTOBER 2018 

Fundraising for the project is progressing well. The Steering Group has put in grant 
applications to: The Arts Council England, Wealden District Council, East Sussex Arts 
Partnership, and Mayfield Parish Council. We are also very grateful that some generous 
local individuals and organisations have offered their services for free, or already 
pledged money to the project. 

We are very excited that we now have the beginning of a story to tell. Our playwright 
Suzi Hopkins, has come up with a creative theme to explore: starting with the Mayfield 
legend of St. Dustan’s visitation by the Devil, disguised as a ‘temptress', she will look at 
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the role Mayfield women have played in bringing about social and political change. Over 
the next couple of months Suzi and our director, Stephen Israel, will be visiting local 
groups and individuals to listen to memories and stories about Mayfield past and 
present. We are particularly interested to hear anything about campaigning for the vote 
in the early 20th century - do you have any family stories, or do you know any snippets 
of information about Suffragettes or Suffragists in Mayfield?  If you or your group would 
like to get involved email: info@mayfieldcommunityplay.org.uk or phone Jo Compton: 
873832. 

We are planning a variety of free workshops after February half term 2018 open to 
everyone who wants to get involved with acting or behind the scenes.  

Keep in touch with what's happening with the community play via our new website: 
www.mayfieldcommunityplay.org.uk and our Facebook page: @mayfieldcommunityplay. 

THE TUNBRIDGE WELLS INTERNATIONAL YOUNG CONCERT ARTISTS 

COMPETITION 2018  

Hosts needed during this competition which is from May 2nd - May 6th 2018. Last 
month Steve Swanton drew your attention to the Mayfield Festival of Music and the Arts 
and the TW International Young Concert Artists Competition, which is now held at 
Mayfield School. The young musicians competing, who are at the very beginning of their 
concert careers, need accommodating locally and so we are looking for hosts who can 
provide bed and breakfast, and in some cases transport, for as long as ‘their’ competitor 
is involved. This is a rewarding thing to do! Hosts are able to follow their contestant 
throughout the competition and it is a fantastic experience listening to these talented 
players as they progress through the heats, with friends and fellow hosts becoming very 
partisan. If you are interested in becoming a host and thus part of a valuable team 
making a real contribution to the competition, please contact Anna Thompson, either on 
872643, or at hosts@twiyca.org. 

CLUBS AND SOCIETIES 

MAYFIELD BONFIRE BOYES & BELLES:  We would like to thank everybody who 

supported us throughout 2017. Fundraising has already started towards our 2018 
Carnival, so please continue to support our events in 2018 to ensure that our very 
special and historic Mayfield Carnival will continue for years to come. 

We are nearing the end of the Bonfire season now. Since our Carnival in September we 
have been attending other Towns and Villages Bonfire events. Many thanks to the new 
supporters who have been out walking with us. I know you have enjoyed yourselves! 

One very special event we all look forward to is our Senior Citizens Christmas Lunch. 
This year it is on Saturday 2nd December, in the Memorial Hall, 12.30pm, for 1.00pm. If 
you are over 60, and you would like to attend this Festive annual get together, please put 
your name down on the list being held by Joy, at the Shopping Basket, in Station Road, 
(873231). Alternatively, you can call Jo Lee on 872717, or contact myself, Kevin, on the 
details below. Free transport is available to and from the Memorial Hall for those who 
require it. Also, if you were previously a resident, or you know somebody who was, who 
would like to attend, we would love to see you there. To all those folks from Mayfield & 
Five Ashes who have not been before please come along and join us. A great Festive 
time is guaranteed and it's free! 

Our annual Christmas Bingo Night is being held on Saturday 9th December, at 7.30pm, 
in the Scout and Guide Hall. We shall be having a Christmas Raffle, free refreshments, 
which include lovely homemade cakes, and delicious hot mince pies. Our free Mini-Bus 
transport service to and from the Venue will be available, as normal, to those who 
require it. If you do require transport, please contact me. You will be made very welcome. 
We all have a great fun evening, with music, a sing along, the odd quiz gets thrown in, 
just to keep those brains active, and we have a few good laughs along the way! There 
will be some special surprise treats too, at this one. Children are very welcome to join us 
too; we already have some young players! Thank you also, to the Bingo team, for all 
your help and support, you are all stars. 

If anyone has any good photographs of this year's Carnival Night, then please could you 
share them with the Bonfire Society, you never know, you may find your photo on the 
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front cover of next year's Carnival programme, or on our Website. 

For further details, on any of the above, please contact me on 872057 or 07973 727189, 
or email at kevinleeves@btinternet.com 

Happy Christmas and a very Happy New Year 2018! 

Kevin Leeves 
872057/07973 727189, or kevinleeves@btinternet.com. 

MAYFIELD BAND ….a band isn't just for Christmas. 

 
Grey sky, a chilly morning, an all too late warning, 
that cards need sending, and it's time for spending,  
Gifts for him, and gifts for her, and of course a Norwegian fir. 
Off to the High Street, Mayfield is best, 
To spend a few hours, buying candles and flowers, and all the rest.  
Chocolates and drinks, and festive food 
Baubles and ribbons for creating the mood, 
for brass and singing, and jingle bells jingling. 
Step forward the Band, with cornets in hand, 
To warm your hearts and play the songs 
of Christmases white, and Dings and Dongs, 
And silent nights, and wintry weather. 
Village folk, all playing together, and the WI, singing high,  
will raise the roof of the Memorial Hall,  
Where wine and mince pies will welcome all 
To a seasonal treat, a feast for the ears,  
Drink and eat, and roll back the years. 
Christmas and brass, it doesn't get better,  
So take a glass, and have some fun,  
And when it's all done, don’t forget,  
A Band isn't just for Christmas. 
So when the tinsel is gone, and the pressure is on 
to work really hard and pay off the card,  
Remember the band, and try your hand 
at a cornet, a horn, or a bass trombone. 
Don't sit at home, on a Friday night, 
as life will improve if you take up the fight 
to save our band by having a go, having a blow with your friends and neighbours,  
Entertaining us all with the fruits of your labours,  
People of Mayfield, you know what to do 
A band isn't just for Christmas, but it is here for you. 
 
And so the fingerless gloves are on, the jingle bells polished, and if you want to make 
sure you catch all the festive jingling, singing, and parping, transfer the following dates to 
your diaries. 
 
Friday 1st December Late Night Shopping Mayfield, around 7pm 
Saturday 2nd December Speldhurst Christmas concert, Speldhurst school 7.30pm 
Tuesday 12th December Rotherfield Christmas concert, St Denys church, 7.30pm 
Saturday 16th December Christmas concert, Mayfield, 7.30pm 
Friday 22nd December Carol Singing, MayZing, Middle House 7pm, approx.; Rose and 
Crown 7.30pm 
Saturday 23rd December Carols, Tesco Crowborough, c10.30am 
 
We very much hope that you can join us at our concert on the 16th December in the 
Memorial Hall. This is our ever popular concert of carols and festive music, where your 
singing forms a major part of the evening, fuelled by lashings of mulled wine and mince 
pies. Party time! Tickets are available from The Shopping Basket and Burnett’s at £6, 
half price for children. After that, weather permitting, we hit the road on the 22nd for 
Carol singing outside The Middle House and the Rose and Crown. Everyone is 
welcome, and the singing will be led by the angelic voices of MayZing. We’ll bring the 
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Carol sheets, so just bring your voices, your thermals, and a torch, and we’ll have a 
proper traditional festive village sing song with friends and family, and maybe a small sip 
of mulled wine or two. This has become another village favourite, with a great 
atmosphere, where we also make a collection for those less fortunate than ourselves. 
Don't miss it. 

Simon Rudge 872007 
simon@mayfieldband.co.uk 

MAYFIELD SCOUTS AND GUIDES: I thought I would use this update to introduce 

myself to you all. I am Jess Hardy and have recently become Group Scout leader of the 
1st Mayfield Scout group. I have gigantic shoes to fill but am pleased and relieved to say 
Gavin is not too far away and is now occupying the role of Assistant Group Scout 
Leader. Gavin has been such an inspiration to many young people in this village and 
also to myself, he is always there with an ear to listen and good advice, Gavin is also 
well aware of the pressures of life we all have which is why he makes such a great 
leader and friend. 

I have been part of the Mayfield Scout group for over 10 years now, it was by chance 
that I got involved and it was all down to sitting next to Lucy Baker at work all those 
years ago! In my 10 years, I have worked across all 3 sections. I started with Beavers 
being an assistant leader and then moved on to become cub leader and then working 
with Scouts to ensure a smooth transition for the cubs going up to Scouts. I have fond 
memories of playing “on the bus, off the bus” with the Beavers, tie-dying t-shirts with the 
Cubs and narrow boating around the canals of England with the Scouts. 

I took a year and half out to focus on my career but because Scouting was such an 
integral part of my life I couldn’t stay away and now find myself taking a new challenge in 
the role of Group Scout leader. When I am not Scouting or working you can find me at 
the gym, I exercise regularly and this ensures that I stay healthy both physically and 
mentally. I also enjoy spending time with my family and friends and I also love a sing 
song (especially around a camp fire). 

At the moment, all of our sections are getting ready for Christmas and we have an 
exciting programme planned over the next few weeks from reindeer making to 
swimming; our young people have plenty to get involved in. We also have started 
thinking about next year and what we want to achieve and dates for camps and outings 
are in the diary already. 

Finally, we rely on a band of faithful leaders to keep the group going but we do need 
more leaders and helpers. We especially need help on Tuesday evenings with our Cub 
meeting so if you can help please give me a call or drop me an email. 01892 853410 
GSL@1stMSG.org 

Jess Hardy 

MAYFIELD EVENING WI: As it was our AGM and also because we lost one of our 

members on Monday, we started our meeting on Tuesday 14th with singing Jerusalem. 
After the business, President Tania Eccleshall introduced Louise Riley, who has just 
opened a dog grooming salon in Mayfield. She explained the different methods needed 
for grooming different breeds of dogs and the other services she will be supplying at 
Dirty Paws in the High Street. Berenice then took over for the AGM and Tania Eccleshall 
was voted on as President and Berenice Blurton as Secretary. If you have any queries 
about the WI. please phone Berenice on 872039. Jenny Whittall was presented with the 
Packer Cup which she won for services to crafts. Members of the committee were then 
voted on and we had our tea and the raffle. A stall with bric-a-brac was on sale and 
garden plants with donations for our charity Nkuringo. Our next meeting is on 12th 
December and it is our Christmas Party. I am afraid Elvis will not be making an 
appearance this year but I hope we can top that this year. It is a 7pm. start and dress is 
glittery and Christmassy. So put on your glad rags and come along ready to enjoy 
yourself. 

Margaret Rae 

MAYFIELD LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY: Though our venue and date had to be 

changed to a Monday, all present enjoyed our Dutch Supper Evening with mouth 
watering goodies in plentiful supply accompanied by an amusing and very light-hearted 
look by Geoff Hutchinson at Christmas Folklore and Traditions in verse and song on 

mailto:simon@mayfieldband.co.uk
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Christmases past.  

Our next meeting will be on FRIDAY, JANUARY 26, 2018 and the talk will be “The 
Secret Service In England - from the Tudors to 2017” by Alan Judd. We shall return 
to our usual venue of the Scout and Guide Hall. Alan Judd, who lives in Sussex, will 
analyse the development of the secret service in England. He worked for MI5 in the 
1970s before joining the Foreign Office as a diplomat. He is now a security analyst and 
author of two biographies and nine novels, including the 1981 Booker Prize runner-up, 'A 
Breed of Heroes'. His authorised biography of the founder of MI6 was short-listed for the 
Westminster Prize.  

We wish all members a happy and rewarding Christmas and New Year. 

Brian O’Connor, MLHS Chairman – 873477 
Rob Foster, MLHS Secretary – 873215 

John Buddle, MLHS Treasurer – 872229 

GARDENING TIPS: I was sitting in a friend’s sun room looking at their magnificent 

nerines when I witnessed one of the most extraordinary wild-life encounters I have ever 
seen. A large rat approached the area under their bird feeders where there were some 
nuts. The rat picked up a nut and straight away a magpie dived on the rat, talons forward 
and making vicious pecking motions. Ratty responded by getting up on his hind legs and 
being equally aggressive. After each round one or other would retreat a few feet, and 
then have another sortie. The whole performance gave the impression of having been 
choreographed. I don’t think the animals ever laid a paw or claw on each other and after 
about ten minutes both withdrew as if by mutual agreement. 

Back to the nerines which were some of the best I have ever seen and yet they were 
growing in conditions the opposite of what we are told they need which is hot and dry, 
preferably at the foot of a wall. They seem to be a flower that either likes you or not. I 
know several people who have tried to grow them several times without success while 
for others they grow like weeds. The most common fault is planting too deep. They are 
best planted with a full half of the bulb above ground. They can be slow to flower after 
planting, more so if the bulbs or offshoots you plant are a bit small. If you are planting 
during a dry spell water for a while until roots start to grow. They provide a wonderful 
show of colour in October and November. 

I was listening to an “expert” the other day saying that housewives no longer want the 
Bramley apple preferring other varieties. In my experience anyone who has tried a 
proper Bramley would not agree. The trees can be very vigorous and quite big. If you 
have an overgrown Bramley (or any other apple) don’t do a lot of detailed pruning but 
take out two or three major branches each year otherwise you will encourage a lot of 
undesirable “water shoots”. I do not fertilise or spray my Bramley at all but it always 
produces great crops. I do try to thin the fruitlets out in late June, manually on the lower 
branches and by hitting some of the upper fruit bearing branches with the end of my long 
pruner. Crude, but it works and one soon learns just where to hit. 

We have been visiting gardens to see autumn colour recently.   Sheffield Park was great 
as usual but the outstanding tree, for me, was a golden larch which looked spectacular in 
Wakehurst. Not a tree for most gardens as it is a quick grower and can reach 80 feet. I 
am surprised that more people do not grow clerodenorum trichotomum for autumn 
colour. I have just looked at mine (on the 4th November) and they are still covered in 
steel-blue berries, each in a bright red calyx. From mid-July it bears clusters of slightly 
fragrant pinkish-white flowers. Some books make it out to be rather difficult but I have 
not found it so. It does sucker but is easily controllable and it is quite happy to be pruned 
hard. It is fast growing so you will see some results in a year or two. 

John Logan 

MAYZING COMMUNITY CHOIR: Come and listen to us in St. Dunstan's Church 

from 7.30 to 8.30pm on Friday 1st December after you have visited all the shops during 
the Late Night Christmas Shopping Evening. 

A few of us will also be carol singing with Mayfield Band later in the month. 

In the meantime we all wish you a very happy Christmas and if your New Year's 
resolution is to come and join us, you will be very welcome. Please contact Noel, for 



further details including when we start again in January, 01892 668059 / 07702 835154. 
email: noel.bannister@btopenworld.com website: http://www.noelbannister.co.uk. 

Shirley Holland 

MAYFIELD BUSINESS FORUM MEETING ON “BOOSTING THE HIGH 

STREET”: 24 attendees attended our November meeting, which was kindly hosted by 

Pink Cabbage. The retailers led the discussion on ways to increase footfall and 
encourage locals and visitors to use the wide range of shops that Mayfield is lucky to 
have. 

Topics included publicity, promotions, parking and making sure all businesses were 
involved.  A number of actions are being taken forward, including in the short term: 
reminding people about freeing up parking for shoppers; publicising all that is on offer at 
Christmas; and spreading the word to businesses who were not at the meeting. 

It was agreed that further meetings were needed to take forward some of the longer-term 
ideas. The February meeting of the MBF will be dedicated to this. 

Meanwhile, the MBF Christmas drinks and meal will be held at the Rose & Crown on 
Tuesday 5th December in the Rose & Crown. Everyone is welcome to come for the 
drinks at 7pm, but you need to book with me if you want to attend the dinner which starts 
at 8pm. 

Roger Stone (872764) / 07776 144056 

FILM ON FRIDAY: Film on Friday will show "Things To Come" on 8th December. 

Directed by Mia Hansen Love, this film was runner-up in last season's members' vote. 

Classy French cinema with Isabelle Huppert as a Parisian philosophy teacher coping 
with an elderly mother and marriage break-up. "Elegant, measured, held together with a 
thread of exquisitely reticent sadness.....Isabelle Huppert is a brilliant and commanding 
presence." Guardian. 

"A great performance by Huppert, on screen from start to finish, as a woman re-thinking 
her whole life so late, so assertive but also so vulnerable and tender, totally holding your 
heart yet also convincing you as one of those strange creatures, a thorough-going 
academic, in a way rarely seen." Evening Standard. 

Doors and bar in the Memorial Hall open at 8.0pm for an 8.30 start. Intending guests 
should phone me on 872165 beforehand. Full details on www.filmonfriday.org. 

Tim Cornish 

MAYFIELD HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY: The Society has been absolutely thrilled 

with all the beautiful entries we have had for the flower arranging classes in our Summer 
Show so I have included some information about a local, Christmas themed, flower 
demonstration at Crowborough Flower Club that we hope may be of interest.  

Thursday 7th December 2017, Doors Open 7pm - Crowborough Flower Club 
Christmas Open Evening. Crowborough Community Centre, Pine Grove, 
Crowborough. Tickets £10 including refreshments available by phoning 07979 815379. 
Angela Turner, who demonstrates nationally, will be creating some amazing 
arrangements with the theme ‘All is Calm, All is Bright’. There will also be a sales table 
along with a general raffle and a raffle of the arrangements produced on the night. 

Friday 16th February 2018, 7.30pm - ‘Plants For Early Spring’. Talk by the extremely 
knowledgeable and entertaining Stephen Moore, of Rapkyn’s Nursery, in the Scout and 
Guide Hall, Mayfield. Stephen will also be bringing some of his beautiful, high quality 
plants to sell. 

 

Wednesday 25th April 2018 - Afternoon Minibus Visit to the Fantastic Tulip Festival 
at Pashley Manor Gardens, Ticehurst. Departure 1.45pm from outside the Middle 
House, High Street, Mayfield. Cost £14 per person for minibus and entry. For the 23rd 
year Pashley Manor, in partnership with Bloms Bulbs, will be planting 30,000 tulips of a 
hundred varieties for this spectacular Tulip Festival. Bloms are winners of 65 Chelsea 
Gold Medals and will be putting on a wonderful display of 2000 cut tulips. The Gardens 



offer a sumptuous blend of romantic landscaping, imaginative planting, fine old trees, 
fountains, springs and large ponds surrounded by beautiful countryside to which the 
Tulip Festival brings an additional spectacle. The Bluebell Walk is often also in flower at 
this time. The café will be open for refreshments at additional cost which, weather 
permitting, can be eaten on the terrace. Please book early by emailing 
mayfieldhorticulturalsociety@gmail.com. 

Everyone is Welcome to Our Society Events 

Rosemary Bayliss 

LOGO 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION: Armistice Day, 11th November 2017 was observed in 

Mayfield at the village War Memorial by some twenty residents, the Branch Standard 
Bearer and a number of Scouts and Beavers who were supporting and assisting Poppy 
Appeal collectors. Jessica Hardy, our new Group Scout Leader (GSL), her predecessor 
in that role Gavin Ross and Branch Standard Bearer Mark Thomson handled the 
marshalling and collections which naturally ceased for the National Two Minutes silence. 
Following the silence, the assembled residents warmly applauded the youngsters who 
gamely carried on their Poppy Appeal duties despite the foul weather until stand down at 
12.30 hours. Thanks to all for a truly sterling effort. 

Remembrance Sunday, 12th November 2017. 

Definitely one of the best and well attended in my memory and it was particularly heart-
warming to see so many children and young people in the congregation both at the War 
Memorial outside service and subsequently in Church for the ecumenical service. All 
schools were represented with Mayfield School providing a formidable number and it 
was good to have a strong presence from Skippers Hill.  

Father Nigel Prior commenced the outside service at 10.50am. Following the 
Exhortation, District Councillor Dr Deveda Redman led other public service 
representatives in the wreath laying ceremony which concluded with all schools Scouts 
and Beavers paying similar respect. Mrs Rosemary Neal, a valued member of Mayfield 
Branch, laid the Branch tribute. Consequent to this ceremony a two minutes silence was 
observed after which the congregation moved into St Dunstan’s for the ecumenical 
service. Support (hymns, anthems and Last Post) was afforded by the Mayfield Band 
throughout in bitter weather conditions so well done them. 

A very moving Remembrance Service in church was highlighted by Father Nigel’s 
illustrated address based on his recent visit to WWI battlefields in particular 
Passchendaele accompanying Mrs Prior and her two sisters who were seeking the 
resting place of a relative in the area. He spoke with deep feeling about the history, the 
elegance of the beautifully tended cemeteries and their attendant memorials and frankly 
admitted astonishment at the hundreds present one Tuesday evening for the Menin Gate 
Last Post ceremony. 

Conclusion. 

Overall the occasion was truly memorable and one on which those present can look 
back on in happy reflection. I personally have been very involved as a participant and 
spectator on these occasions in many locations but have rarely been as moved as I was 
on Sunday by the congregation participation. Remembrance is not only about homage to 
the dead but living pride in what they stood and fought for and Mayfield’s parents can be 
justifiably proud of the conduct of their offspring over Remembrance 2017 

John Macdonald, 873138 

 

UP AND DOWN THE HIGH STREET 

NOTE FROM THE EDITORS: It looks as though your Christmas present 

dilemma is solved. Shop local, help the High Street and help 

yourselves! Below is just a selection of what is available from our 

wonderful shops in Mayfield. 
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PIN-UPS HAIR & BEAUTY CELEBRATING 10 YEARS  

 

On December 5th 2007, at the age of 21, local hairdresser Lucy Godden opened the 
doors to Pin-Ups Hairdressing in Mayfield.  

A lovely vintage-style salon with a relaxed homely atmosphere set in the centre of 
Mayfield High Street. The salon has grown from strength to strength and in 2009, with 
her now husband Terry Godden, they opened Pin-Ups Barbershop next door. 

Originally opened as a hairdressing salon, Pin-Ups has since expanded and now also 
offers beauty services, including gel nails. And now getting ready to celebrate 10 years 
on Mayfield High Street! The anniversary falls on Mayfield’s annual late night Christmas 

shopping event.... Sounds like a good excuse for extra mulled wine and mince pies! - 

and for one day only Friday, 1st December 10% off all products and gift 

cards. 

 

FOUR WINDS is the same but different! Full of unusual and useful gifts, Mayfield 

souvenirs, jewellery, clothes, accessories and toys from all over the world and now even 
more locally handmade crafts. Opened in 1971 by the mother of the present owner, the 
ethos of Four Winds was to create a boutique trading fairly and in an eco-friendly way 
with the makers, suppliers and customers for fashion and fun. Fair Trade felt and 
sustainable wooden items have been supplied as a BAFTS shop from 2012. As the 
longest running shop in the High Street, we have diversified over the years and have 
avoided competition by offering choice and variety in ethical products. The importance 
and value of local crafts is to conserve skills and reduce environmental impact creating 
inexpensive exquisite items for local residents and visitors to Mayfield. The creativity by 
artisans results in the superb quality of individual pieces made often using materials from 
the parishes and High Weald. Oak made into key and coat racks and bottle openers, 
various woods made into boxes and bowls. Local leaves used as impressions to make 
pottery and jewellery and many items inspired by the magic of our wonderful 
surroundings. There are now over 10 local craft ranges and each handmade piece is 
unique and not online and apart from events, pretty much exclusively available at Four 
Winds. 
  
Local author Ray Hamilton has had three new books published this year. His two most 
recent offerings are about the Royal Navy and the British Army, celebrating not just their 
incredible histories but also providing some insight into what it's like to serve in these 
fine institutions today. These two books on our armed forces were preceded earlier this 
year by 'A Short History of Britain in Infographics', his easy-to-read account of what 
makes Britain so very British.  
Signed copies of all three books, along with his 2016 title 'Knowledge: Stuff You Ought 
to Know' (around 10,000 copies sold to date), are available at Four Winds leading up to 
Christmas, including, of course, during late-night shopping on Friday 1 December. 
 

FOOT FACTS:  

Homeless? UK London Crisis at Christmas 

At Christmas, the UK Crisis centre in London helps the Homeless. The Crisis centre 
sends out Podiatrists to look after their feet- Podiatrists understand how important it is 
to appreciate how fortunate we are to have comfortable feet. Most homeless people do 



not get a chance to take off their shoes like we do or a chance to warm their feet up! 
Some of the conditions of their feet are serious and debilitating. So, this year in the 
month of December Mayfield Chiropody &  Podiatry Clinic will donate £1 for every 
pair of socks sold to go to the Homeless in London. We have Christmas novelty 
socks, Soft Top socks, Bamboo socks, Cotton socks, Wool socks, Cosy socks, Spotty 
socks, Plain Socks, Striped socks, pink, blue, red, purple, black, brown, green- you 
name it! 

If you need a Christmas stocking filler or a small present for someone special or for the 
person who has everything- you could help without feeling the pinch! 

Lots of love..Katy, Mo, Sam and Margot  

Mayfield Chiropody & Podiatry Clinic 873848 

SMITH&CRUMBLE: Unique Ladies Fashion & Bespoke Pet Wear  

S&C is a tale of 2 characters that met at a crossroad in their lives. Joining their creative 
skills they grew strong by forming a unique fashion label...Smith&Crumble. Starting 5 
years ago they hit the market with their own t-shirt designs and won 4th place in a 
Worldwide Competition with their design “Skeliskater”. Nadine has always had a passion 
for clothing and works very hard to find affordable clothes and gifts that are different from 
the high street. Nadine’s style is colourful and unique and has been quoted as “Ageless” 
and “Different” She understands women’s concerns and chooses her stock to ensure 
quality and comfort so you can look and feel good all the time. Nadine is also a huge dog 
lover and shows her love for fashion through her Unique Pet Wear Range. 

Open Tue – Sat 9.30 to 4.30pm 

PICK UP YOUR LOYALTY CARD & RECEIVE 10% OFF 

#SHOPLOCAL #FREECOFFEE #DOGSWELCOME 

Merry Christmas 

The Armoury, Mayfield High Street (down by the Dentist) 

 

AND FROM THE ESTABLISHED TO THE BRAND NEW: 

DIRTY PAWS NOW OPEN: Louise & John have opened Dirty Paws in the High 

Street offering puppy and dog grooming and stocking a variety of dog food and 
treats. Open Tuesday - Saturday, 9am - 6pm. Check out their website 
www.dirtypawsgrooming.co.uk or call 07506 467218. You are sure of a very warm 
welcome. 

OPEN FORUM/ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

EILEEN HONEYSETT, a well known and much loved resident of Mayfield for many 

years, passed away peacefully on November 6th. Many of you will remember her as a 
familiar figure in the various eating establishments in the High Street or sitting in the bus 
shelter with her great friend Win Hemsley. Eileen was a sweet and gentle lady who loved 
being part of village life and very much enjoyed attending the numerous social activities 
in Mayfield. There will be a short committal at Tunbridge Wells Crematorium on Monday 
4th December at 11.30am followed by a thanksgiving service at Colkins Mill Church at 
2.30pm. All are welcome to stay for refreshments after the service. 

Joy Pettit 

JOHN NEEVES 

Irene and family would like to thank everyone for the love and support you all have given 
us at this sad time. It was overwhelming to see so many of you who came to say farewell 
to John and thank you so much for the lovely cards, flowers and donations. 

STOLEN FROM FIR TOLL PARK LAKE around 22nd-28th October 2017, a green 

Fun Yak 280 rowing boat. It is 2.8m long, 1.25m wide, 0.36m deep, PIN no 
FRFYND0023L213. It has a grey bench seat, two yellow ball wheels, a bright blue 
mooring rope, lockers bow and stern, was missing the left hand rowlock and had been 
marked 'Fir Toll' in black indelible pen. Have you seen it, has it been offered to you for 



sale? We would be grateful for any information on its removal or current whereabouts - 
please call 07970 838726. 

A RESPONSE: I read Peter Deller’s commentary on the Foodbank with a combination 

of disbelief and impatience. I cannot fathom why a Mayfield resident thinks he is being 
constructive or insightful by attacking both Mary Pennington and the people who are 
driven to use the foodbanks. Peter seems to feel particularly vitriolic towards university 
students who may find themselves with little money. He simply passes judgement by 
branding them “dozy” and “unthinking” and saying the solution is not to have a 
smartphone. 

Clearly he has never met a university student from a low income background. I will help 
him understand how their financial set up might look. They immediately have to borrow 
tuition fees of £9,000 per year and additionally they’ll need a maintenance loan to cover 
the rent. This leaves a shortfall in the money they actually live off - food, utilities, 
transport etc. Students from low income families used to be able to apply for a non-
repayable government bursary. Bursaries for poorer students now have been turned into 
loans which have to be repaid in addition to tuition and maintenance loans. These 
students will enter the working world with a minimum of £30,000 of debt plus interest. 

Most “dozy” students find part-time work to fit around their course often on the minimum 
wage which is currently £5.60 per hour for under-20 year olds. Most probably they won’t 
be able to afford a car so money will be needed for transport in both directions to get to 
work. Once they have paid tax and national insurance (they can wait till next spring for 
their tax free allowance refund) and perhaps paid for work uniform not much is left to top 
up their weekly spending. Forget about working tax credit - this is not available to this 
age group. Course books are hundreds of pounds at the start of each year and when 
they leave halls of residence a hefty deposit is needed for rented accommodation in the 
second year. If the family is not in a position to help it is easy to end up totally stuck. 

As the use of a mobile phone seems to be a particular issue for Peter, I should explain 
that mobiles are not just for snapping selfies. Young people have to use phone apps for 
almost everything and this is not a choice. They will need them to book time with their 
tutors, register for course alerts, search for accommodation or flatmates, or apply for a 
part-time job. When they have found a job they will often need a phone app to book 
themselves onto shifts, receive work addresses or meet the taxi they’re taking home 
after that waitressing job runs over and finishes at 2am. It is not a luxury, it is an absolute 
necessity in today’s working world.  

These students Peter is attacking are already having a very hard time. Running out of 
money at university is easier than one could imagine. It is more likely due to food prices 
rocketing, wages stagnating and all financial help for low income students being 
scrapped. If a young person needs to visit a foodbank it will be because they cannot call 
their parents – or anyone - for financial help. They will feel ashamed enough that they 
are doing so without being told to eat bread until they learn to manage their money. 

Jennifer Stuchberry 

Note from the Editors:  

Though the editors took flak in some quarters for publishing Peter Deller’s letter they do 
believe in freedom of expression. They would ask though that any future letters should 
be phrased as politely as possible however strongly the author feels. The editors believe 
that the Foodbank shows Mayfield & Five Ashes is a caring community and have the 
highest regard for the compassion, kindness and commitment of those who set it up and 
who run it.  

Correspondence on this subject is now closed. 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

At tea time on Friday 3rd November, I was driving home when I found that the road was 
closed to traffic in both directions just after the Argos Hill section. Seemingly there was 
some escape of gas which needed urgent attention and motorists were duly advised to 
find another way. I and some others beat a retreat which meant having to access 
Mayfield from the roundabout which involved a transit through the village. 



Quite frankly the traffic-jamming scenes would have done justice to something akin to a 
prospective Armageddon. Our traditional “Patient Driver” stretches of road adjacent to 
the Shopping Basket store and also that stretch between the Parish Clerk’s Office and 
the pillar box outside the Church became free-for-all zones. That calm and considerate 
motoring behaviour, which I am sure the residents of Mayfield compliment themselves as 
being one of the civilised features of our local village scene, was totally absent. Pushing, 
barging, dodgem-car methods were fully on display. Admittedly, some participants were 
probably not villagers, but enough recognised locals were driving in that manner 
sufficient for me to understand that local life does carry a veneer which has its 
usefulness when it satisfies the individual who wishes it to be that way. ‘Hauteur’ is 
probably recognisable in most villages hereabouts. It is based upon a pride in the 
ambience of the local scene, covering a range of activity from Sunday church-going in a 
quiet idyll of tranquillity through to the mild ribaldry evident in some historically motivated 
events. 

Without question, such ‘hauteur’ sees itself superior to Third World standards. However, 
our TV screens have shown both the plight and the orderly stoicism of masses of 
refugees fleeing Myanmar into Bangladesh waiting for meagre allocations of basic food 
and the thousands queuing quietly for hours to vote in public elections in Kenya and 
elsewhere. Compare those episodes with our brittleness when faced with some irritating 
traffic delays as exhibited on 3rd November 2017.  

Peter Deller 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY - DECEMBER 2017 ONWARDS 

December 2017     

Fri. 1 Christmas Late Night Shopping  High Street 5pm-8pm 

Fri. 1 Pre-School Pop Quiz  Memorial Hall 8pm 

Sat. 2 Christmas Market  St. Dunstan’s 10am-2pm 

Sat. 2 Boyes & Belles Senior Citizens Christmas 
Lunch 

 Memorial Hall 12.30 for 1pm 

Tues. 5 Tuesday Afternoon Club  Scout & Guide 
Hall 

2.30-4pm 

Thur. 7 Zumba Gold  Memorial Hall 9.45-10.30am 

Sat. 9 Mayfield Pre-School Christmas Party  Memorial Hall 1.00pm - 5.00pm 

Sat. 9 Community Carol Singing  Five Ashes Village 
Hall 

5.30pm 

Tues. 12 Middle House Lunch for the over 60s  The Middle House 12.30 for 1pm 

Tues.-
Thur. 

12-14 Live Crib Procession   High Street/ 
Mayfield School 

6.30pm 

Wed. 13 Tea & Chat  Five Ashes Village 
Hall 

2.30 – 4pm 

Thur. 14 Mayfacs Poetry for Christmas  Coach House 
Cottage, Royal 
Oak Mews 

11am-12.30pm 

Thur. 14 Zumba Gold  Memorial Hall 9.45-10.30am 

Sat. 16 Christmas Coffee Morning in aid of CAFOD. 
(Catholic Aid for Overseas Development) 

 Courtyard 
of Mayfield School 

10.30 - 12.30  

Tues. 19 Five Ashes Primary School Nativity - 
Community performance 

 Five Ashes Village 
Hall 

5pm 

Sun. 24 Fourth Sunday of Advent, Christmas Mass  St Thomas of 
Canterbury 

10am 

Sun. 24 Christingle Service  St. Dunstan’s 
Church 

5pm 



Sun. 24 Midnight Mass  Convent Chapel 9pm 

Mon. 25 Christmas Day Mass  St Thomas of 
Canterbury 

10am 

Mon. 25 Christmas Day Mayfield Footpaths Walk  South Street car 
park 

10.00am 

Tues. 26 Feast of St. Stephen, Mass  St Thomas of 
Canterbury 

10am 

January 2018     

Mon. 1 Mayfield Footpaths Walk  South Street car 
park 

10.00am     

Thur. 4 Mayfacs Light Lunch  Five Ashes Hall Midday-2pm     

Thur. 11 Zumba Gold - followed by Stretch & Tone  Memorial Hall 9.45-10.30 

10.30 - 11.30am 

    

Thur. 11 Mayfacs Dick Whittington and his Cat  Eastbourne TBC     

Fri. 12 Skippers Hill School & Mayfacs tea  Five Ashes Village 
Hall 

2.30 – 4pm     

February 2018         

Fri. 16 Mayfield Horticultural Society  Scout & Guide 
Hall 

7.30pm     

April-May 2018         

Sat./Sun. 28-13 Mayfield Festival of Music & The Arts        

REMINDER: MAIN NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION POINTS 

Five Ashes Inn, Five Ashes Village Hall, Heal’s Farm Shop, The Shopping Basket, Pink 
Cabbage, Chiropody & Podiatry Clinic, Leppard’s Butchers, St. Dunstan’s Pharmacy, 
Middle House, Mace Stores, Public Library, Rose and Crown, plus several other 
premises around Mayfield where copies are available to browse. 

 


