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useful information 

LOCATION OF DEFIBRILLATORS
Five Ashes Inn - on the wall to right of pub entrance 

Woodhill Surgery - in the entrance porch 
Mayfield Primary School - on the wall by steps to main entrance 

 
Defibrillators are housed in weatherproof boxes and are accessible 24/7 

Full audio prompts guide you through as soon as you open the lid 
 

PLEASE FAMILIARISE YOURSELF WITH THESE LOCATIONS -  
IT COULD SAVE SOMEONE’S LIFE

NATWEST MOBILE BANKING SERVICE 

The service operates on Mondays (except Bank Holiday Mondays)  
from 1.15 to 2.15pm in the Memorial Hall overflow car park (near the Band Hut) 

 
MAYFIELD LIBRARY OPENING TIMES AS OF JANUARY 2017 

 

OPEN: Tues. 2.00pm–5.00pm, Thurs. 2.00pm–6.00pm, Sat. 10am–2.00pm. 
CLOSED: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, Sunday, Bank Holidays.

STEPS YOU CAN TAKE TO ‘BE WINTER READY’ FROM UK 
POWER NETWORKS:

Know your free emergency numbers: In a power cut dial 105 or, for a gas 
emergency, dial 0800 111999.

Prepare your home: Keep a torch handy and get your appliances serviced by a 
Gas Safe registered engineer to prevent carbon monoxide poisoning.

Register as a vulnerable customer: Vulnerable households can get extra 
support by signing up to the Priority Services Register: 
www.ukpowernetworks.co.uk/internet/en/power-cuts/priority-services-during-a-
power-cut/

Keep your eyes open: Keep an eye on the weather forecast and, if you have a 
power cut or a gas emergency, check on your neighbours.

 



CHANGE OF DEADLINE FOR COPY FOR NEWSLETTER
Copy should be submitted at the latest by 
noon on the 15th of the prior month. Early 
submissions are encouraged. Please send an 
email to mayfieldnewsletter2012@gmail.com 
with the name of your organisation or the topic 
of your copy in the Subject line; or deliver hand-
written copy to The Shopping Basket (3, Station 
Road, Mayfield). Whenever possible please try to 
submit electronic copy - you can type the message 
in the body of the email or make an attachment. 
Please show on all submissions the subject, name 
of author and a contact number in case of queries. 
Ideally type in Arial (not Arial Black) 11pt. 

For advertising copy (payment with copy please) 
contact Paul Woodley (873258) or email to 
paulwoodley.zagon@gmail.com or deliver to The 
Shopping Basket also by 15th of the prior month.

Unless otherwise stated the views expressed 
in MAYFIELD & FIVE ASHES NEWSLETTER are 
those of the contributors, and not of the Editors 
and Committee. The Editors reserve the right to 
omit, cut, or amend any contribution offered for 
publication.

To Correspondents with diary dates: feel free 
to provide advance notice of future events for 
inclusion in the Dates for your Diary section.

Finally, unless otherwise stated, telephone numbers given are those for the Mayfield village area 
and therefore, if phoning from outside the area, should be prefixed with 01435.

WELCOME FROM THE EDITORS
“You have such a February face 

So full of frost, of storm and cloudiness” 
(Shakespeare from “Much Ado about Nothing”)

If there were a Hit Parade of months in England we suspect that 
February would not be in many people’s Top 10 (nor would November). The festive cheer of Christmas has 
gone, spring is still to come, the New Year’s resolutions have generally be broken by now, the weather is 
chill and gloomy and there is little colour in the landscape. The Anglo-Saxons called it Solomonath (“mud 
month”) which given the current state of many footpaths seems very apt. Generally it has few highlights 
apart from Pancake Day (Shrove Tuesday) and Valentine’s Day. Not everyone enjoys the latter but all can 
and should enjoy the former.

Shrove Tuesday gets its name from the custom for Christians to be shriven (to go to confession and be 
shriven - absolved of their sins) before the start of Lent on Ash Wednesday. It was the last opportunity to 
use up eggs, fats such as butter, and milk before starting the Lenten Fast. Pancakes are a perfect way to use 
up such ingredients. Pancakes feature in cookery books as far back as 1439 and the custom of flipping and 
tossing them is almost as old. “And every man and maide doe take their turn, And toss their pancakes up 
for fear they burne” (Pasquil’s Palin 1619).

A bell would be rung on Shrove Tuesday to call people to confession which came to be called the 
Pancake Bell. We are all familiar with pancake races, one of the most famous of which takes place in Olny, 
Buckinghamshire to recreate an ancient event. According to tradition in 1445 a woman of Olny heard the 
pancake bell while making pancakes and ran to the church in her apron still clutching her frying pan and 
tossing the pancake to prevent it from burning.

Every family seems to have its own recipe for the perfect pancake and its own preferred topping. The 
blessed Delia of Norwich is prescriptive in saying that they should be served with freshly squeezed lemon 
juice and caster sugar whilst the equally revered Mary Berry in her website recipe does not prescribe a 
topping. Your editors are with Delia on this and one editor is also very partial to maple syrup. Anyway 
do enjoy your pancakes on Shrove Tuesday which like Easter itself is a moveable feast this year being on 
February 13th. And if you are taking part in a pancake race (or indeed any other village event this month) 
do please send photos to us for inclusion in next month’s Newsletter.

“On the wind in February 
Snowflakes float still  

Half inclined to turn to rain 
Nipping, dripping chill” 

(Christina Rossetti)

Despite the general feelings of gloom which February can induce, as you will see from this Newsletter there 
are many local events to brighten your days including the Dark Skies Event, the Community Play Workshops 

and the Boyes & Belles Quiz to name but a few. How lucky we are to live in such dynamic villages. 

Andrew Watson & Jeanette Hore Editors



MAYFIELD & FIVE ASHES PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
Mayfield Library

January is usually a fairly quiet month as there is no 
full Council meeting, however the Parish Council 
is continuing to look at different options to enable 
the community to retain its library facilities. East 
Sussex County Council’s consultation finished 
on 14 December 2017 and we are not optimistic 
about them changing their minds about closing 
our library. What we really need to do is determine 
whether the majority of our residents think that the 
library should be kept open before we commit any 
further.

There is already a post from Shirley Holland of 

MAYFACS on the Mayfield village Facebook page 
requesting residents to “Like” the post if they are 
in favour of maintaining a library. The Parish Council 
would like to hear from those residents who may 
not wish to use Facebook and request that you 
please contact us with your views on whether 
the library should be maintained. You can either 
email the office at: clerk@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk, 
telephone 873784 leaving a message if necessary, 
or drop us a line – the office is located in Old Manor 
House, High Street, Mayfield, TN20 6AL which is at 
the end of the High Street opposite the junction 
with West Street.

Mayfield Graveyard

Complaints have been received that some dog 
owners have been allowing their animals to 
defecate in the graveyard and are not cleaning up 
after their animals which is terribly disrespectful.  

So please clean up after your dog and bag it up! 
Once you’ve picked up after your animal please 
walk to a dog or litter bin or carry the bag home to 
dispose of it.

2018/19 Council Tax

The Parish Council has approved its 2018/19 budget 
and voted for no increase in precept for the next 
financial year. Wealden District Council’s Cabinet 
has recommended a council tax increase of £5 a year 
for Band D properties, with proportional increases 
for other bands. Leader of Wealden District Council 
Bob Standley said the Council faces challenging 
times ahead. “With central government grants 
disappearing, the Council’s budget will be under 

pressure and it will have to use some of its reserves 
to balance the books over the next 12 months.” 
The Council continues to make savings but is also 
having to factor in additional costs in readiness for 
the new waste and recycling contract and increased 
inflation risks. Results from its consultation about 
the 2018/19 Wealden council tax proposal are 
expected on 21 February 2018.

New Senior Officers for Sussex Police

Emma Brice has been temporarily promoted to 
Superintendent, Divisional Command for East 
Sussex and will have responsibility for policing 
across East Sussex.

Chief Inspector Anita Turner will replace Emma 
as District Commander for the Eastbourne, Lewes 
and Wealden districts. She will be responsible 
for all local policing and ensuring the new local 

prevention policing model is working well for our 
local communities.

Also supporting our area the recently appointed 
Prevention Inspector for Wealden, Jon Gross 
is taking over from Tony Wakefield and has a 
background in public protection and investigations. 
He has a broad range of policing skills combined 
with excellent knowledge of our local areas.

Advice from Action Fraud

Improve your internet security for free in two 
minutes: Domain Name Systems (DNS) are like 
public phone books for the web. They’re the reason 
you only need to remember a website’s name and 
not its IP address (think of these as phone numbers 

for computers). When you type “www.youtube.
com” into a browser, a DNS service translates that 
into the associated IP address (199.223.232.0) for 
you.



Imagine a phone book that automatically filters 
and removes phone numbers known to be used for 
fraud. That’s what Quad9 does for websites. Quad9 
provides an automated way to protect yourself 
and your business by blocking access to known 

malicious websites, like phishing sites designed 
to steal personal or banking details. It checks the 
website to determine if it is malicious. Visit Quad9.
net for a step-by-step guide on how to improve 
your online security in two minutes.

Universal Credit is here

Universal Credit (UC) is a new benefit for people of 
working age on a low income and is administered 
by the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP). 
It is a single monthly payment which will eventually 
replace:

• Income Support. 

• Income Related Job Seeker’s Allowance. 

•  Income Related Employment Support 
Allowance. 

•  Housing Benefit.

•  Working Tax Credit

•  Child Tax Credit.

Any help you get with your rent will be included 
in your UC payment and you will be responsible 
for paying your landlord. In some circumstances 
payments can be made direct to the landlord, for 
example, when there are rent arrears or threat of 
eviction or you find it difficult to manage payments. 
If you’re already claiming any benefits you don’t 
need to do anything. You’ll be told when UC will 
affect you. However, if your situation changes and 
this results in your benefits changing you may need 

to claim Universal Credit if it has started in your 
area.

As Wealden District covers a large area Universal 
Credit starts on different dates depending on 
your postcode and the individual Job Centre roll 
out. UC was rolled out to Hailsham, Polegate and 
Heathfield this January as part of its introduction to 
benefits claimants of working age across Wealden. 
It will come into effect in Crowborough and Forest 
Row in March, and finally Uckfield in June 2018. It 
may take five weeks before people receive their 
first payment which can cause hardship and cash 
flow problems. It can also affect public and private 
sector landlords whose tenants receive benefits. 

Wealden District Council is able to provide advice 
to people affected and assist people who are 
having difficulty applying online.  The Wealden 
website is also a useful source of information, visit 
www.wealdem.gov.uk/universalcredit. East Sussex 
Credit Union provides a free and friendly drop-
in service for money advice at Wealden District 
Council’s Vicarage Lane, Hailsham offices every 
Monday from 13.30 to 15.30 hours. No appointment 
is necessary - see www.eastsussexcu.org.uk or call 
0300 303 3188 for further details. 

Temporary Road Closure

East Sussex County Council has informed us that 
there will be a road closure for Meres Lane in 
Five Ashes from the junction with the A267 to its 

junction with Frog Hole Lane from 27 February 2018 
to 5 March 2018 to allow BT Openreach to carry out 
new service connection works.

Parish Council meetings this month

 Meeting     Date   Time  Venue

 Community Development  Monday 05 February 19:30  Parish Council Office

 Full Parish Council   Monday 12 February 19:30  Mayfield Memorial Hall

 Planning Committee   Monday 19 February 09:30  Parish Council Office

 Finance & General Purposes  Monday 26 February 19:30  Parish Council Office

Please note that minutes of meetings are available for viewing online at:  
www.mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk and at the Parish Council Office.

Janna Todd Parish Clerk to Mayfield and Five Ashes Parish Council Old Manor House,  
High Street, Mayfield TN20 6AL  873784  Email: clerk@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk 



MAYFACS (Mayfield & Five Ashes  
Community Services) UPDATE

MAYFACS OFFICE HOURS

Shirley or Alex will now be in the Old Library on 
most Tuesdays as well as Mondays. Please do come 
and see us.

COMPUTER BUDDIES

Please contact us or Lucy in the library if you 
would like any help with learning anything on your 
computer, tablet or mobile phone. If you would 
like to learn how to use excel, word or powerpoint, 
send an email, use the internet or even just how 
to use a computer from scratch. Let’s make use of 
these able teachers in case our lovely little library 
does go. Watch out for other opportunities to have 
some help as the year unfolds.

KNITTING & SEWING GROUP

This new weekly group is in the Old Library from 
2.00pm until 3.30pm every Monday to tie in with 
the bank being open. Just turn up, you’ll be given 
a warm welcome.

SCRABBLE GROUP

This meets monthly in Canterbury Court lounge. 
Please contact us for times and dates. Everyone 
welcome whatever age.

LIGHT LUNCH CLUB

The next two are 1st February and 1st March from 
12pm in Five Ashes Village Hall. There will be the 
chance to play table tennis and take part in activities 
that the girls from Mayfield School will be leading. 
If you could help by making a batch of soup for one 
of these monthly lunch clubs please get in touch.

LIFE STORIES PROJECT

This activity will be running for about 8 weeks. 
Eight villagers will be engaged in telling their life 
stories to girls from Mayfield School. Each girl will 
write up the life story of her partner to eventually be 
published in individual books. We are piloting this 
project for “Bridging Ages” a Community Interest 
Company based in Balcombe, West Sussex. If 
successful we will continue the project next year. 
To find out more please contact Alex who is co-
ordinating this project.

WEDNESDAY TEA & CHAT

February dates 14 and 28 February, 2.30 – 4pm. All 
ages, young or old welcome.

ZUMBA GOLD & STRETCH & TONE

Every Thursday, Mayfield Memorial Hall from 
9.45am. Come for one or both, it’s up to you.

MINIBUS TRIP MONDAY 26TH FEBRUARY

The next minibus trip will be a bit different – Ten 
Pin Bowling at Freedom Leisure in Hailsham. We’ll 
arrive in time for a light lunch in the café followed 
by a game. The cost will be about £6 to cover the 
game and transport. We can use the frames to 
roll the bowl down and buffers on the lanes if we 
wish and there are a range of lightweight bowls 
available. If you’ve never been bowling before 
come and give it a go – it’s good fun. Even if you 
have limited mobility they can cater for you. Please 
ring us to book your place.

YOGA FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART

Contact Sarah Ratcliffe on 873310 for more 
information.

GOOD NEIGHBOURING SCHEME

We have several volunteers who would very much 
like to spend some time with people who find it 
difficult to get out, but who would welcome some 
extra company. If you are one of these people or 
you know of someone, please do contact us.

THANK YOU SKIPPERS HILL SCHOOL

Thank you very much to the children of year 7 at 
Skippers Hill and their teacher, Mrs Harvey for 
the lovely tea and entertainment you provided in 
January. The children were attentive hosts and also 
entertained us beautifully.

Contact Details – Shirley Holland or Alex Firrell, Most Mondays - Old Library – next to the Memorial 
Hall (look for the sign outside) 07908 516 875 www.mayfacs.org.uk: manager@mayfacs.org.uk or admin@

mayfacs.org.uk If you prefer to write, please leave a letter at The Shopping Basket



FEATURES
SUSSEX WILDLIFE TRUST

LET’S GET CRACKING!

Each winter the big freeze consumes northern 
Europe and our island’s mild maritime climate 
provides a refuge and a lifeline to birds whose 
regular food sources lie buried under snow and 
ice. Blackbirds, bramblings, bitterns, starlings, 
sanderlings, smew and many other species head 
here to survive. But this year the winter visitor 
everyone is hoping to see is the hawfinch.

You probably won’t be familiar with the hawfinch so 
I’ll give you a few key identification features…aw, 
forget it. Just look at that massive beak! You can’t 
miss it. It’s as if someone crossbred a chaffinch with 
a puffin. I’m amazed it can stand up – you’d half 
expect that ridiculous beak to send it tottering face-
first to the floor. This pair of monstrous mandibles 
combined with powerful jaw muscles can exert a 
whopping 150 pounds per square inch of pressure 
and are designed to crack its favoured food; fruit 
stones and seeds.  You know how horrible it is when 

you bite down on 
an olive and find 
there’s a stone 
inside? Hawfinches 
would shatter that 
stone with ease.  
This winter Britain 
seems to have 
been the holiday 
destination for 

hungry hordes of hawfinches. There’s an estimated 
14 times as many here than usual. It’s a once-
in-a-lifetime invasion – the result of a successful 
breeding year for continental hawfinches followed 
by a drastic shortage of food; an equation that 
sends them flocking across Europe in search of 
seeds and stones.

We have a few pairs of resident hawfinches breeding 
in Sussex but we don’t know exactly how many 

because, despite being a bulky-billed bird of bulky 
build, it is famously hard to observe. Back in 1938 
Sussex ornithologist Walpole-Bond remarked that 
the hawfinch was “the very incarnation of all that is 
wary and shy” and commented on their propensity 
to roam far and wide. ‘Inclined to vagabondage’ as 
he put it. A wonderful phrase even though these 
days it sounds like something you’d read on a 
Tinder dating profile.

Sadly, for one winter wanderer, his travels would 
end in Sussex. I recently received a call from a 
lady who reported a hawfinch had collided with 
her patio window.  Considering that powerful 
beak, I was surprised that the window wasn’t the 
victim here but sadly the bird dropped dead. It was 
tenderly wrapped and laid to rest alongside some 
fish-fingers, its journey to escape the big freeze 
ending in a big freezer. I was asked if I had any use 
for a frozen hawfinch. Plans for creating a novelty 
nutcracker or a tin-opener sprung to mind but 
this hawfinch has not died in vain. His body will be 
donated to science and will contribute to current 
research into the diet and movements of these 
birds. His death hopefully will aid the conservation 
of his big-beaked brothers in the future.

Sussex Wildlife Trust is an independent charity 
caring for wildlife and habitats throughout 
Sussex.  Founded in 1961, we have worked with 
local people for over half a century to make 
Sussex richer in wildlife. We rely on the support 
of our members to help protect our rich natural 
heritage. Please consider supporting our work. 
As a member you will be invited to join Michael 
Blencowe on our regular wildlife walks and also 
enjoy free events, discounts on wildlife courses, 
Wildlife magazine and our Sussex guide book, 
Discovering Wildlife.  It’s easy to join online at 
www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/join or over the 
phone on 01273 497532.

Michael Blencowe - People & Wildlife Officer

TRAVEL NOTES

It gives me great pleasure when clients ring me and 
say they are overwhelmed with the sheer choice 
of holiday offers and do not know where to start. 
Can I help? Of course, I can! What takes you days 
to research, I can normally put together without 
growing any grey hairs. Whether it’s a family activity 
holiday in Croatia, bird watching in Sri Lanka, a 

honeymoon on a budget, a multi-generational trip, 
a solo river cruise or small group tour to India, I know 
just where to turn. Often, I remember planning a 
similar holiday in the past or I immediately know 
which suppliers I would like to use for a particular 
destination. It all comes down to experience. 
January was very busy for me and I managed to 



get some great deals for clients in the sales. I like 
nothing more than hearing clients express how 
happy they are with what I have found them and 
wondering how I pulled it off! It’s not magic, it all 
comes down to knowledge. Well, maybe a little 
magic!

So, what do I recommend this year? Close to home, 
the new Park Lane hotel in Cyprus is bound to be 
a hit. This renovated hotel is looking splendid, 
indeed! Ikos Dassia is another terrific new 5-star 
hotel on Corfu. Both will make fantastic upmarket 
family holidays. There are too many new hotels to 
mention here, so please ask, but I can tell you that 
it’s an exciting year!

Thinking outside the box, where can I recommend 
that’s different? Warsaw and its lovely Raffles 
Hotel, Athens and its new Four Seasons Hotel, 
Montenegro, Island hopping in Croatia or Greece. 
Long haul, I am still raving about Costa Rica, 
Botswana, Canada and Alaska.

My annual discounted offer on the Orient Express 
is better than ever this year. Certain dates apply, 
but it’s a wonderful deal on this iconic trip. From 
£2548 and that’s a good price, trust me!

There’s a whole world out there just waiting to be 
explored!

Liz King - Bespoke Travel - 01273 474273 liz@lizkingtravel.co.uk

BOOK REVIEW

“Invitation to the Waltz” and “The Weather in 
the Street” by Rosamond Lehmann.

At first glance these two novels by a distinguished 
author might appear strangely dated. However 
many readers today regard them as classics and I 
believe that much of their appeal lies in the fact that 
while they evoke upper and upper middle class life 
in the 1930’s they nonetheless still evoke a timeless 
quality which today can be appreciated by people 
of all ages and social backgrounds.

When reading “Invitation to the Waltz”, (1932), 
many sensitive adolescent girls would have no 
difficulty in identifying with the heroine, seventeen 
year old Olivia Curtis, who has to battle with 
shyness and deep insecurity as she looks forward 
to her first big dance. Despite the restricted setting 
of the story, mainly the dance and the conflicting 
feelings leading up to it, there is nonetheless a 
wealth of emotional experience deftly portrayed by 
the author. Readers follow Olivia’s journey through 
excitement, nervous anticipation, raised hopes and 
numerous minor disappointments which come her 
way during the course of the evening. A tantalising 
glimpse into the era is presented by the archaic 
ritual of the “dance card”. A relic from an earlier 
age this was still used at “select” dances and parties 
and it contained a list of the dances scheduled for 
the evening. A young man who spotted a girl who 
took his fancy would “book” her  for perhaps dance 
number 4 or whatever, whereby if she liked him she 
would use an attached pencil to tick that particular 
dance. Of course the prettiest girls would secure 
the most dances while the less fortunate, often the 
majority , would be humiliatingly stuck with their 
near-empty cards which they were obliged to take 
home to show to their disappointed mothers.

Olivia, suffering from an inferiority complex because 
of her much more poised and attractive older sister, 
is painfully aware of her social awkwardness and 
badly fitting red dress. Nonetheless throughout 
the evening she meets a varied and interesting 
assortment of partners and her life experience is 
broadened.

“The Weather in the Streets” written in 1936 and 
filmed in 1983, continues with the story of Olivia 
Curtis now older and divorced. This novel is about 
her disastrous affair with a highly attractive married 
man, Rollo, whom she briefly met some years earlier 
at the ball in the previous novel. She falls pregnant 
with Rollo and decides to have a back-street 
abortion. This book was an immediate best-seller in 
France but caused considerable controversy in this 
country involving as it did not only married infidelity 
but the taboo subject of abortion which was not 
legalised here until some thirty years later. In order 
to pay for the termination Olivia is forced to sell a 
much-valued emerald ring and her feelings of fear 
and distaste over the whole affair are memorably 
portrayed.

Rosamond Lehmann, who wrote several successful 
novels during her long life, admitted that these 
novels were partly autobiographical. Born in this 
country of Anglo-American parents she was bi-
sexual, controversial and a free spirit. A Cambridge 
graduate holding degrees in modern and medieval 
languages she socialised with many famous 
Bloomsbury Group figures. Before the War she was 
an active opponent of Fascism. Married with two 
children she was later divorced after which she had 
an “open” affair – not generally countenanced at 
the time. She died in 1990 aged 89 years.

Cynthia M. Baker.



THE JOINT AND BACK CLINIC

ALLERGIES: I am not a particularly allergic person, 
but I know a lot of people who are as they form a 
significant part of my patient list. As a consequence, 
within the practice and in all patient interactions, 
precautions are taken to avoid any issues.

Reading around the subject in preparation for this 
article the statistics on ‘allergy’ really surprised me. 
According to the website www.allergyuk.org the 
UK has the highest rates of allergic conditions in 
the world with over 20% of the population suffering 
from one or more allergic problems. 44% of Brits 
suffer from at least one allergy and the rate for 
hospital admissions for severe allergic reactions 
called ‘anaphylaxis’ (a severe allergic reaction) 
increased by 615% in the 20 years to 2012.

An allergy is the body’s reaction to a normally 
harmless substance such as pollen, food, moulds, 
medicines, or insects; there are lots of others out 
there. The body’s immune system, specifically cells 
called antibodies, incorrectly label these allergens 
as posing a threat and a reaction is started which 
involves the release of chemicals including 
histamine. These chemicals cause itching, swelling, 
sneezing, hives, respiratory symptoms, sinusitis, 
inflammation in the exposed tissues and sometimes 
body wide reactions.

In severe cases you can develop Anaphylaxis. 
Normally immune reactions are relatively local to 
the site of exposure. However, in anaphylaxis the 
chemicals are released into the general circulation 
and have more global and severe effects such 

as swelling of the throat or tongue, problems 
swallowing, breathing issues and other associated 
problems including loss of consciousness.

In some cases, the cause of the allergy is obvious. 
Patients have a good handle on the problem 
and practise avoidance of the allergen. Trying to 
identify the substance or substances causing the 
reaction can take some working out, but a decent 
discussion around the issue and possibly keeping 
a comprehensive daily diary can be useful in this 
regard.

Having talked about some steps in managing the 
condition the treatment that most of us know about 
is use of an adrenalin auto-injector, commonly 
known as an ‘epi-pen’, into the upper thigh. Since 
1st October 2017 schools can now order and keep 
these within their premises without prescription so 
they can be available for use if a reaction occurs in 
a child without a prescribed pen. Seems like a good 
idea, and on this theme……do you know where the 
local public access defibrillators (PAD) are? Well, 
they are located at: 

Mayfield Primary School, TN20 6TA, Mayfield 
Doctors’ Surgery (Woodhill) TN20 6BW and Five 
Ashes Inn TN20 6HY.

If this article has been of interest to you and you 
would like further information or advice, please 
contact me on 07939129626 or www.jointandback.
com for more information. 

YOUR HEALTHY SELF

After the indulgence of Christmas when we are 

all feeling the pinch in our waistbands (and our 
pockets for that matter!) we make our annual vow 
that ‘this year’ we will eat healthier, lose weight and 
get more exercise. 

Let’s face it, health and wellbeing are hot topics at 
any time of year but if you look at Google’s most 
searched terms for January you would soon realise 
you are not alone in your plight for a healthier year.

However by 15th January, Blue Monday (which 
is today as I write this.) most of us are already 
struggling to keep up with those promises we have 
made ourselves, which begs me to ask the question, 
is January really the best time to do this? 

Personally I am a firm believer in making small, 
consistent and yet manageable changes throughout 
the year. It does not take long to form a new habit 
so with that in mind we should try to focus on just 
one or two aspects we are struggling with at a time, 
like making sure we are eating healthier breakfasts 
or improving our snacking choices, taking more 
exercise, lowering alcohol consumption and staying 
clear of convenience food. Just by focusing on one 
meal or snack at a time we can get better practices 
in place. Don’t forget Rome wasn’t built in a day!

I am a naturopathic nutritionist, writer, mum and 
founder of Your Healthy Self. My mission is to 



change the world’s eating habits one meal at a 
time!

Starting in February I will be hosting a 6-week 
healthy eating/weight loss programme in Mayfield. 
Please come along and join me. Details will follow 

shortly although if you are interested it would be 
great to hear from you. Please email me on Kathy@
yourhealthyself.co.uk or call 07766 825980 for 
further details. It is always beneficial to work as 
a team and gain support from each other as we 
journey towards better health.

Kathy Sutton

PREDATOR  BY C.M. BAKER

A silken pool of light. Onyx catching sun-rays beam. 
Sublime hues layered like an onion skin. Flecks of 
jade and amber gleam. And at  its midst is a deep 
dark hole That watches from earths mystic centre No 
stranger to jungle or icy steppe Yet here we see it in 
our own High Street Or crouching in an alley-way.  
 
 

 
Hidden in trees or under hedgerows shade Or 
by cosy hearthsides in a million homes Or resting 
peaceful in a sunlit glade. But in the dark, green fire 
lights on an unwary prey. This murderous watcher of 
the night – my moggie’s eye.

FIRST WORLD WAR CENTENARY
MAYFIELD AND THE GREAT WAR - NO. 47 - FEBRUARY 2018

During February, British and French politicians 
and military leaders, (in ‘association’ with the 
Americans) continued their plans for a unified 
supreme command (Supreme War Council) for the 
Western Front. This command was established but 
not finalised until late March and for the British 
such was the mutual mistrust between PM Lloyd 
George and the Chief of the Imperial General Staff, 
Sir William Robertson, that the latter ‘resigned’ his 
post.

Meanwhile, the Germans continued to apply 
pressure on Russia for a peace agreement, which 
by early March the Bolshevik Government signed. 
However, since November 1917 the Germans had 
been transferring men and equipment from the 
Eastern to the Western Front where Germany now 
fielded approximately 190 divisions. As a result 
of this, the balance of manpower had changed. 
Wariness of allied politicians to sanction further 
mass offensives, the maintenance of allied forces 
in Italy, Salonika and the Middle East together 
with the attrition suffered during 1917 combat 
all contributed to a reduction in the allied forces 
to approx. 175 Divisions (including the large-size 
American divisions). Adding to British difficulties 
was the fact that FM Haig had agreed to extend 
the British line from around 100 to 125 miles.

All nations involved on the Western Front were 
aware that 1918 was certain to be a decisive and 
conclusive year. Peace proposals and suggestions 
for ending the war emerged from many quarters and 

great interest was taken in the armistice terms being 
discussed between the Russians and Germans. As 
the armistice discussions slowly foundered, on 
what were seen as humiliating German demands 
and subsequent military aggression, the prevalent 
mood in Britain was resolute determination to 
uphold the principles of freedom, justice and 
respect for the law of nations.

The first wave of the pandemic “Spanish flu” virus 
was beginning to take hold, although to maintain 
morale wartime censors minimised reporting of the 
outbreak amongst the Allied nations. Unusually, 
this Spanish flu affected healthy young adults 
rather than the usual very young or elderly. Some 
have speculated that the outbreak of the pandemic 
started in late 1917 in the overcrowded Etaples 
hospital camp in France, where military pathologists 
noted a new disease with high mortality rates that 
later was recognised as Spanish flu.

Nationally, rationing began in earnest as the 
U-Boat campaign seriously reduced the supply and 
availability of basic foodstuffs. Meat, bread, butter, 
margarine and sugar were all subject to rationing 
with severe penalties for misuse/abuse of the 
rationing system.

In response, a local Parish Council meeting 
considered a letter from the Board of Agriculture 
inviting the PC to assist in securing an increase, 
on the part of the working classes in the Parish, in 
the supply of vegetables and particularly potatoes. 
It was proposed by the PC that posters urging 



parishioners to do their utmost to increase the 
supply of potatoes, be placed in public places. 
Rationing of certain basic foods added to the 
confusion/rumours re food hoarding and what was/
was not permissible to keep as surplus to daily/
weekly requirements. Mischievously, one of the local 
papers commented that it might be coincidence 
that hospitals had received an increase in donations 
of food in the lead up to the forthcoming powers 
of inquisition and summons on such matters by the 
officers of the Food Controller agency.

The sale of War Bonds continued to exercise 
and excite the local committees established to 
promote their sale. A War Loan week was in the 

offing for early March and under consideration was 
a suggestion that Tunbridge Wells (and presumably 
neighbouring communities) should aim to raise 
an amount equivalent to the cost of a submarine, 
which was estimated at £100,000.

On a lighter note, a much-discussed question in 
Kent and Sussex was how far the rainfall in the two 
counties had been affected by the gun fire in France. 
The authorities freely admitted that there had been 
a high level of rainfall since the war started but so it 
was for several years prior to the war.

There are no names recorded on the Mayfield or 
Five Ashes War memorials for February 1918.

Brian Oldfield & Carole Stilwell 

OUR SCHOOLS
NEWS FROM MAYFIELD CE PRIMARY SCHOOL

As you can imagine, we have all sorts of plans and 
activities for the new term and have already started 
on our exciting learning adventures. Going into 
Early Years and Year 1, you may get a little chilly 
as they explore the frozen wastes of our planet 
(though sneaking into the igloo in Year 1 class may 
warm you up just a bit!) From here, if travelling 
to Russia whets your curiosity, then the Year 2 
children’s learning journey might be just the thing 
for you. Vladimir Putin and a set of giant Russian 
dolls decorate their doorway, and an enormous 
Russian flag bids you enter inside where later 
in the term you will be able to read all about the 
Wise Doll. Skylarks, in Year 3, are going to a much 
warmer place as they explore the exciting, though 
dangerous, world of the volcano.

If you come visiting us over the next two months, 
you may hear lots of poetry. Adorning our displays 
down the corridor are depictions and responses on a 
whole range of poetry through the ages. Robins will 
be looking at nursery rhymes whilst Falcons explore 
the world of pre 20th century poets. Macavity makes 
an appearance, so keep your pockets tightly zipped 
and the world of ice and snow reveals the wonders 
of rhyme. This all forms a backdrop to the children 
extending their performance poetry ability as they 
learn and perform selected poems. We are hoping 
that a budding Benjamin Zephaniah or Michael 
Rosen might emerge who will represent our school 
on 7th February in a competition between local 
schools at Parkside. 

As you might have guessed, our focus on sports 

continues and we are so excited that our indoor 
athletics team is through to the next round of 
their competition. Later this month, they compete 
against other primary schools in a bid to go even 
further. We are also participating in a Hockey Quick 
Sticks competition – the passion for this sport is 
high at the school so we are hoping for great things 
to come from it. We also have all sorts of other 
sports clubs happening at the school such as Judo, 
Tag Rugby and Football so our children must be 
very fit. We not only have clubs for sport, but also 
provide opportunities for the children to extend 
their craft skills in a club led by a specialist arts and 
craft teacher, to build on their science investigative 
abilities in our new STEM Science club, to explore 
their more dramatic sides in our drama club 
run by Zylo and, in Little Fishes to explore their 
understanding of the Bible led by a volunteer to 
the school. It’s definitely all go!

The Friends have also been busy and over the 
last two terms have raised over £3000 which will 
be used (in addition to a further £4000 they have 
raised) to buy new lap-tops for the children. We 
really value the time and commitment that the 
Friends give us so willingly and their efforts make 
an enormous difference to the experience of the 
children, allowing them to receive a continued 
enriching learning experience. 

As always, if you are interested in volunteering at 
our school to support the children with reading, art, 
computing skills or in the library, please do contact 
Mrs Gould in the school office. Your commitment 



would be much appreciated. We really value our 
current volunteers as they make such a difference 
to the children. 

Remember to watch out next time to find out 
more about our preparations for our much looked 
forward to Book Week happening at the beginning 
of March! 

Sian Collison

NEWS FROM FIVE ASHES CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL

2018 has been filled with adventure and excitement 
so far! We have ventured to Lancing College to 
visit their stunning chapel and working farm, which 
is set on 70 acres of the beautiful South Downs. 
Our classes have also ventured to the woods for 
their first woodland days of the year. Dens have 
been built, delicious food has been cooked on the 
campfire and many pairs of wellington boots have 
become very muddy indeed! 

There is also so much to report from our classrooms. 
Our Reception children have been busy in the 
outside area exploring different materials and 
constructing houses from straws, bricks and 
wooden lolly sticks for their own three little pigs. The 
children have thoroughly enjoyed reading the story 
of the Three Little Pigs and touring others round 
their wonderful houses. Very soon, the children will 
be recording the tale on a large story map which 
will adorn the classroom wall. 

Our reception children are not the only ones who 
have been enjoying reading a traditional tale. If you 
venture into our Year 1 and 2’s classroom, you will 
find all the characters featured in The Gingerbread 
Man. The pupils have been using the characters 
as they read and retell the wonderful story. In the 
coming weeks the pupils will be taking part in their 
own ‘Great Five Ashes Bake Off’ as they follow 
recipes and bake their own delicious gingerbread.

Our Year 3s and 4s in Maple Class wowed the 
rest of the school with their spectacular Victorian 
Fashion Show this term. They took to the catwalk in 
wonderful Victorian clothing which they designed 
and made themselves. The show was confidently 

narrated by Rose Quintana from Year 4 who shared 
some very interesting facts whilst the procession 
took place. It was certainly a very memorable 
occasion. 

Our Year 5 and 6 pupils in Oak Class have been busy 
designing and writing their own HTML webpages. 
They have been using this Hypertext Mark-up 
Language to set the font, colour and graphics 
on their own factual webpages. They have also 
been inserting hyperlinks to create links between 
their webpage, other websites and images. Once 
finished, their webpages will appear on our school 
website. Please do access the website to find out 
what our busy web-designers have been up to! 

Out on the playground, all our pupils and staff have 
been showcasing their football skills. We have been 
lucky enough to secure some free specialist training 
with Ian Dove from FA Skills. Ian has been coaching 
our children every Tuesday morning and has been 
up-skilling our teachers by working alongside them 
and modelling exemplary lessons. 

We wish to end this month’s article with a thank you. 
It was wonderful to see so many members of the 
community attend our evening performance of the 
Nativity. Thank you to everyone who attended and 
who helped to make the occasion so special. We 
hope you will join us again for future events. In the 
meantime, we are looking to welcome volunteers 
into school to listen to our pupils read. If you would 
be interested in supporting us, please do not 
hesitate to contact our school office. We would be 
delighted to hear from you.

Hannah Stanfield 



MAYFIELD PRE-SCHOOL – OFSTED ‘OUTSTANDING’

We would like to thank the Mayfield Bonfire Society 
Boyes & Belles for generously, giving a donation of 
£250.00. This was money raised from collectors at 
the Mayfield Carnival. Thank you for all your hard 
work & to everybody who gave money on the night 
- it’s very much appreciated. 

We will have lots of fund raising events for 2018, 

dates to be confirmed soon. In the meantime, 
please do what you can to support our jumble 
sale. Saturday 24th February 2018 10.00am – 12.00 
Midday – Entry fee 50p – Mayfield Memorial Hall. 
Please drop donations at the Pre-School from the 
12th February or before 10.00am at the hall on the 
day of the event. 

For further information please email – preschoolmayfield@hotmail.co.uk

Daniel Lee-Billinghurst, Mayfield Pre-School Chair www.mayfieldpreschool.co.uk

OUR CHURCHES
CHURCHES TOGETHER IN MAYFIELD AND FIVE ASHES

Our monthly ecumenical prayer meetings take place on the first Wednesday of every month, 11am at Stone 
House, to which everyone is also warmly invited.

ST. DUNSTAN’S CHURCH

Already in February we begin to think of Easter and 
our usual Lenten Lunches. All lunches will comprise 
a choice of soup with roll and butter, cheese and 
biscuits, fresh fruit. No tickets are required but a 
donation would be gratefully received. The times 
will be 12.30pm to 2pm in London House.

FEBRUARY 21st is the date of the first Lenten Lunch 
which will be in aid of the Cottage Hospice soon to 
be built in Five Ashes. This will bring the facilities for 
those needing palliative care and for the families 
involved much closer for all in this area which the 
Hospice will cover.

FEBRUARY 28th will be for a new Charity named 
Toilet/Twinning. In 2008 through the Charity 
“CORD” the issue of the high incidence of illness 
and deaths of all ages amongst rural communities 
in poorer countries was researched. It was found 
that due to lack of hygiene and sanitation, the need 
for toilets was essential for the well-being of these 
isolated villages. Where fund-raising has begun 
in many churches and enough has been raised to 
provide toilets in a few areas, it has been proved 
that the installations have vastly cut the numbers 
of illnesses and deaths. From this the idea of Toilet 

Twinning was conceived. It was found that the cost 
of a toilet was around £60 which also included 
advice on hygiene and sanitation, so by “twinning” 
our toilets we can provide for those in desperate 
need. Father Nigel is therefore suggesting a Lenten 
Soup Lunch will raise money to help those in many 
Parts of the world.

MARCH 7th is in support of Family Support Work 
which works with children and families in need of 
help in Sussex since 1890. This is achieved through 
qualified field workers, working with children and 
families to help them address their difficulties.

MARCH 14th is in aid of Friends of the Holy Land 
which was founded in 2009 to help and support the 
Christian population of the Holy Land. They work to 
improve education, health and housing which has 
greatly suffered through repression and conflicts. 
They help to develop a resilient and enduring 
Christian community there.

MARCH 21st the Mayfield and Five Ashes 
Community Services “MAYFACS” a Charity which 
was established in 2016 to promote Community 
based services and support for residents in our 
Parish who may be suffering loneliness and isolation. 

Jean Olney.

CHURCHES
TOGETHER



COLKINS MILL CHURCH

We have a morning service at 10.00am every 
Sunday. This is an informal style of worship and we 
love to have visitors along even if it is just to see 
what is happening. We have a Sunday School for 
children during the main talk. At the end of the 
service, or sometimes all the way through we offer 
tea and coffee and a snack. On the second and 
fourth Sunday of the month we take communion 
together. 

On the fourth Sunday of each month we have our 
Causeway Celebration. This is a time where people 
with special needs can come and join in with a 
craft activity, sing songs, have tea and snacks and 
listen to a short talk based around the Bible. This is 
from 6.00pm. We always welcome everyone to this 

celebration so please feel free to come along. Also 
if you think this is something you would like to help 
at please contact Phil or Liz Keene on 873469.

COGS runs on a Thursday and Friday evening. On 
Thursday it is for year 4 to year 6 and on Friday from 
year 7 onwards. Lots of games, fun and a Christian 
themed talk. If you want to know more please 
contact Judy on 873194.

Midweek we have housegroups. One on a 
Wednesday morning and at present one on a 
Wednesday evening. These are held in private 
homes. If you are interested in coming along to one 
of these please contact Liz Keene for the morning 
(873469) or David and Terry Steinegger for the 
evening (872635).

We are a praying community so if you would like us to pray for anything do make contact. Call Terry 
Steinegger on the above number or email terrysteinegger@me.com.

ROUND AND ABOUT OUR VILLAGES
DARK SKIES EVENT

THURSDAY 1 FEBRUARY AT 8.00 TO 9.30PM - FIVE 
ASHES VILLAGE HALL, TN20 6JA

The area in which you live is known for its Dark 
Skies, allowing you and your neighbours to enjoy 
the beauty of the night stars.

Join the High Weald AONB and the South Downs 

National Park teams to find out more about Dark 
Skies in your area; different lighting solutions to 
reduce light pollution; and hands-on training with 
light meters to see how dark our skies really are.

To book please contact Samantha Nicholas on 
s.nicholas@highweald.org or telephone: 01424 
723011

Samantha Nicholas Clerk to JAC, Grants & Team Support Officer

MAYFIELD FOOTPATHS WALK

We are walking this month on Sunday 25th 
February, starting at 10am from South Street car 
park. Join us for a ramble within the parish along 
public footpaths and bridleways. Each month we 

explore a different part of the parish so it’s a great 
way to discover new places. The pace is steady and 
everyone is welcome to join us.

Deborah.dixon@hotmail.co.uk

MAYFIELD BAND

Relax and breathe.... Why is everything I read at 
the moment trying to get me to give stuff up? We 
already have to forego sunlight and warmth at this 
time of year, so as far as I’m concerned you can 
keep dry January, Veganuary, and all the rest of it. 
This is an English winter with its unique blend of 
damp, dark, and cold, and we need something to 
keep us going.

The latest thing that is bad for us seems to be 
breathing. Apparently, we lose the ability to breathe 

properly at the age of about five, and if we don’t 
breathe properly, we will suffer from insomnia, 
depression, lethargy, panic attacks, bad skin, weight 
gain, and stress. The answer would appear to be to 
give up breathing. But before you do that, which 
might be a little disconcerting for anyone sitting 
near you, I might have an alternative strategy. All 
you need to do is relax, re-discover your inner five-
year old, and learn to breathe properly again, and 
thankfully your one stop healthy living shop, the 



Mayfield Band, is here to help. Not only do most 
of our players behave like five-year olds anyway, 
but some of them also breathe like five-year olds, 
because good breath control is arguably the single 
most important thing in playing brass well. So forget 
the celebrity diets and expensive creams, and get 
yourselves along to the bandroom on Friday night.

Rather than January being a time for giving stuff up, 
it should really be a time for doing more in order to 
combat those long dark nights, so how about this – 
set yourself the objective of playing an instrument 
in a band by the end of the year. You know how a 
year can fly past now that you are getting older, so 
it’s no time at all really, and if you start now and work 
hard you will have ticked off one of your lifetime 
ambitions by Christmas, or maybe next Christmas 
if you don’t work quite so hard! It can be fairly 
terrifying at times, and speaking from experience 
as someone who first picked up an instrument as 
a forty something, it will initially seem like your 
other lifetime ambition of making the first naked 
solo crossing of Antarctica was by far and away the 
easier option. It’s not easy, and even after 6 months 

you may still be looking at a page of dots with a 
sense of terror, but keep plugging away and you’ll 
get there. So please come along and give yourself 
a challenge, because we need you, and you need 
us, and let’s face it, the Antarctic crossing was never 
going to be a pretty sight.

And speaking of pretty sights, our friends from 
across the channel in Orchestre Harmonie de Dinan 
are working hard for their big concert performance 
here in Mayfield on May 19th, which is of course 
also St. Dunstan’s day, and FA cup day. Prince 
Harry has now added to the mayhem, so there will 
be plenty to celebrate on that day, depending on 
your footballing allegiances. We do hope that it is 
already in your diary, and as we are now likely to be 
staging the performance in St. Dunstan’s church, it 
will be a fitting celebration of our Saint’s day.

I’ll just finish with a bit of essential listening for you 
– Stephen Tomkinson’s “How Brass Conquered the 
World” on BBC World Service iPlayer at www.bbc.
co.uk/programmes/w3csvq4k, but do it soon as it 
will only be up for a few more days by the time you 
read this.

Simon Rudge simon@mayfieldband.co.uk 872007

MAYFIELD EVENING WI

It was a very busy evening on Tuesday 9th January 
at the Mayfield Evening WI. After the business, 
members read out the five resolutions suggested 
for the NFWI Annual Meeting in June. When all the 
WI’s have voted we will be told which resolution will 
be voted on at the Annual Meeting.

The booked speaker for the evening had to cancel 
through illness but one of our members stepped 
into the breach. Jacqueline Churchward-Cardiff 
brought along her dog Bud who is a member of 
Pets as Therapy which also use cats and donkeys. 
Jacqueline takes Bud once a week to Mayfield 
Primary School for “read2dogs” where some of the 
children read to Bud. This helps the children with 
their reading. Bud is a large dog but he is a soppy 

big thing and loved going among our members 
getting petted. He especially liked the raffle table 
as there were boxes of biscuits on it. I am sure 
the members enjoyed having Bud there and Bud 
looked as if he enjoyed it as well.

The next meeting is on Tuesday 13th February when 
the speaker is Lee Ede – Friends Against Scams. 
The subject will be “Take a Stand Against Scams.” 
This is something we are all looking forward to so 
we will learn what to avoid. If you would like to join 
us or just come for an evening and find out what 
we are like, we will make you very welcome. If you 
would rather talk to someone in advance please 
telephone our secretary Berenice Blurton on 872039

Margaret Rae

MONTHLY QUIZ SHEETS

The February quiz sheet is now available - ‘Spring 
Wedding’ word search - at The Shopping Basket, 
Truffles Bakery and the back of St Dunstan’s Church, 
£1 each in aid of Mayfield and Five Ashes Primary 
Schools. Thank you to those who have joined our 

supporters group and due to this and more people 
buying them in December each school was given 
£32 for December. The winners for December were 
Penny and Robert Kemp.

Margaret Neve



MAYZING COMMUNITY CHOIR

Welcome to 2018 as MayZing enters its fifth year. 
Those of us who have been here since the start have 
seen the choir go from strength to strength due to 
the wonderful patience and expertise of Noel and 
the talented and lovely Louise. We’ve made many 
new singing friends from nearby places too. If you 
would like to join us, now is a good time. We will 
be singing in Wadhurst on 3rd May and enjoying 

learning some new songs over the coming months 
- after songs from Jungle Book and the Frog 
Chorus to MayZing sing Gospel, who knows what’s 
in store this year. Please contact Noel if you would 
like to come along (especially men), Wednesday 
evenings, Mayfield Primary School Hall at 8pm. 
Your first session is free so you’ve nothing to lose.

Shirley Holland

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE QUIZ - SAVE THE DATE

Advance notice to start honing up those little 
grey cells in readiness for another Holland quiz on 
Saturday 24th March, 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall. 
More details of price etc next month, but the profit 

is to go towards MAYFACS and in particular the 
popular outings.

Shirley Holland

MAYFIELD LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

On Friday 26th January Alan Judd brought an 
insider’s knowledge of the development of 
England’s intelligence agencies from the days of 
Elizabeth 1 to date. Questions from the audience 
highlighted that some members had their own 
inside knowledge of various aspects. Our next talk 
will be Friday, 23 February 2018, Scout Hall, 7:30 
for 8:00 pm on Fishbourne & Early Roman Sussex 
by Helen Poole. Helen studied English, History 
and Archaeology at Bristol University before 
going on to postgraduate studies in archaeology 

at Durham and museum studies at Leicester. She 
has excavated on several sites from Fishbourne to 
Corbridge and has retained a great interest in the 
subject. She is currently curator of Crawley museum 
and a member of the teaching staff of the Sussex 
School of Archaeology.

Helen’s talks are fully illustrated and we should 
have a detailed and very informative talk on the 
development and end of the Fishbourne palace 
complex.

Brian O’Connor, Chairman, 873477 Rob Foster, Secretary – 873215 John Buddle, Treasurer – 872229



A POTTED HISTORY OF ALLOTMENTS

The allotment movement had many different origins 
such as landowners and benevolent industrialists 
but many clergy also played their part. Between 
1795 and 1835 as many as 184 pamphlets proposing 
allotment schemes were published, many by 
clergymen. The Bishop of Durham and William 
Wilberforce in 1796 set up the Society for Bettering 
the Conditions and Increasing the Comforts of the 
Poor. In 1830 the Bishop of Bath and Wells set up 
the Labourers Friends Society. The Reverend J.G. 

Sherer of Hampshire suggested that Parliament 
should set aside 1% of all land to be let at a fair rent. 
The Reverend Stephen Demainbray from Wiltshire 
told the 1843 Select Committee that he had started 
allotments as early as 1806. Sometimes the reasons 
for promoting allotments were not just to improve 
the diet of the poor. It was thought that having an 
allotment would keep them out of the Ale House 
and discourage the claiming of parish relief.

John Logan

MAYFIELD BUSINESS FORUM (MBF)

We met in November to discuss ideas to encourage 
footfall which is so vital if we are to retain life in the 
High Street. The meeting involved both the retailers 
and other businesses and a number of good ideas 
were discussed. A follow-up meeting is scheduled 
for early February including planning for events 
during 2018. 

At our March meeting on Wednesday, 7th, we 
will discuss GDPR, a new regulation coming into 
force in May which affects how all businesses and 
organisations store and manage personal data.

Further details are on the mayfieldbusinessforum.
com website. We look forward to seeing anyone 
who is interested at our meetings.

Roger Stone (872764) / 07776 144056

MAYFIELD’S FILM SOCIETY

Film on Friday will be showing “The Black Hen” on 
23rd February. We usually screen at least one film 
that gives an insight into exotic countries, and this 
year the film is from Nepal. Two young boys search 
for their pet hen against a background of civil strife. 
This gentle, humane and beautifully photographed 
film is by Nepalese director Min Bahadur Bham.

“A magic of mood and landscape.....seeing tragedy 
more clearly by holding it at arm’s length.” (FT).

By a strong majority, members voted for the new 

feature Sally Potter’s “The Party” to be shown on 
23rd March. Satire that puts Metropolitan political 
elite through witty and coruscating dinner party 
performance.

Doors and bar in the Memorial Hall open at 8.00pm 
for an 8.30pm start. Intending guests should phone 
me on 872165 beforehand. Full details on www.
filmonfriday.org

There may be a few tickets left for the dinner on 
Saturday 21st April.

Tim Cornish

ALEKSANDRA NIEMCZYK AWARDED £500 JURY PRIZE

Aleksandra Niemczyk was the winner of the Slow 
Short Film Festival’s £500 jury prize for her film, 
Centaur. Peter Treherne, the festival director, was 
high in his praise of Centaur, saying “With every 
viewing new subtleties appear.”

The award arrived at Christmas and capped another 
successful year for the young Polish filmmaker. 
Gallery Ramfjord in Oslo, Norway, where Aleksandra 
lives, held an exhibition of her abstract paintings, 

and in Zadar, Croatia, during an artist residency 
she designed and created street scenography for 
the 2017 International Festival of Contemporary 
Theatre. 

Aleksandra was among the first generation 
mentored by the Hungarian film director, Bela 
Tarr, a leading light of the slow film movement at 
his Sarajevo ‘film factory’. She also holds a masters 
degree in fine art.



The Slow Short Film Festival, the first of its kind in 
the world, was held in Mayfield in September. It 
attracted 153 entries from 37 countries. Centaur 

and the three films receiving audience awards are 
now being offered as a package to be shown at 
interested arthouse cinemas and art galleries.

Chris Lyle

MAYFIELD HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Friday 16th February 2018, 7.30pm - ‘Plants For 
Early Spring’. CHANGE OF VENUE. PLEASE 
NOTE, THIS TALK WILL NOW BE HELD IN THE 
MEMORIAL HALL, COURT MEADOW, TUNBRIDGE 
WELLS ROAD, MAYFIELD, TN20 6PJ. Talk, and sale 
of plants, by the extremely knowledgeable and 
entertaining Stephen Moore from Rapkyns Nursery. 
Coffee, tea and biscuits served from 7.30pm until 
8pm. Admission- members free, guests £2. There 
will also be the opportunity to book a place on the 
minibus visit to the lovely Pashley Manor Gardens. 
Rapkyns Nursery (www.rapkynsnursery.co.uk) is 
a fantastic cottage garden nursery in Street End 
Lane, Broad Oak and specialises in perennials, 
shrubs, climbers and grasses which are all grown on 
site. We do hope you will come to hear Stephen’s 
inspiring talk and fill your mind with the colour and 
joy of the season ahead!

Tuesday 20th March 2018, 7.30pm (Doors Open 
6.45pm). Swift AGM followed by a talk by Barry 
Newman “Preparing For The Show - Vegetables, 
Fruit and Herbs”. Memorial Hall, Mayfield.

Wednesday 25th April 2018 - Afternoon Minibus 

Visit to the Fantastic Tulip Festival at Pashley Manor 
Gardens, Ticehurst. Departure 1.45pm from outside 
the Middle House, High Street, Mayfield. Cost £14 
per person for minibus and entry. Pashley’s garden 
team have planted 40,420 bulbs in 112 varieties 
supplied by Bloms Bulbs (winners of 66 Chelsea 
Gold Medals). In the Bloms Bulbs marquee there 
will be a fabulous display of cut tulips with Bloms 
experts on hand to share their knowledge. Bulbs 
can be ordered on the day. The café will be open for 
refreshments at additional cost. Book at our February 
meeting or email mayfieldhorticulturalsociety@
gmail.com.

Saturday 21st July 2018, Summer Show – Sneak 
preview of Photography Class Titles!  “Nature in 
all her Glory”, “Buildings, Ancient or Modern”, 
“Photograph of Something Beginning with F”, 
“Fire or Ice”, “Up Close”. For the children under 
7 years of age, “A Photograph of Your Shoes 
or Boots” or for exhibitors aged 7–11 years, 
“My Favourite Food”. Children can send their 
photographs directly from their mobile phones/
iPads to mayfieldhorticulturalsociety@gmail.com 

Everyone is Welcome to Our Society Events

Rosemary Bayliss

MAYFIELD BONFIRE BOYES AND BELLES

Now we are into 2018, we are planning our 
fundraising events for the year. We will be having 
our monthly Bingo Nights, our quiz nights, and we 
are planning to have another Summer Music Event, 
and of course, our big event, Carnival day, which 
this year, will be on Saturday 15th September. Make 
a note in your diary now! Our monthly Bingo Nights 
have now kicked off for this year, and I would just like 
to say a big thank you to all the new faces that have 
joined us recently, it was great to see you all there, 
and I am glad you all enjoyed yourselves! Thank 
you for your lovely comments, and also for all the 
other lovely comments/feedback which we receive 
on a regular basis about our Bingo evenings. Thank 
you team, you do a wonderful job!

Our next Bingo Night is being held on Saturday 17th 
February, at 7.30pm, in the Scout and Guide Hall. 

Please note this is a Saturday, and not our normal 
Friday evening. Due to the Hall commitments, 
we are having to juggle a bit this year, so we will 
be having a couple of our Bingo evenings, on a 
Saturday night, instead of a Friday. Our March 
Bingo night, will be on Good Friday, 30th March, 
in the Scout and Guide Hall. Please keep an eye on 
Dates for your diary.

So, do come along and join us if you can. You will be 
made very welcome and children are very welcome 
too. We do have some young players already, who 
have been very lucky. We make it a fun evening, 
with free refreshments, a raffle, nibbles, music, etc, 
and also the odd quiz gets thrown in, just to keep 
those brain cells ticking over! We also have special 
treats thrown in at certain times of the year too 
and we also hold Charity night evenings as well for 



different causes. And don’t forget we have our free 
Mini-Bus service which is available for those who 
require it, to and from, the venue.

Our next fundraising event, will be our “Winter 
Quiz Night “ This will take place on Saturday 24th 
February in the Memorial Hall, at 7.30pm.Tickets will 
be available to purchase from Rosina Fabrics and 
Burnett’s, in the High Street, or from The Shopping 
Basket, or on the door, on the night. Tickets are 
£8.00 each, which includes a lovely hot supper. 
There will be a licensed bar available, as well. Do 

come along and join us if you can, it is always a fun 
evening for all.

We would just like to say a big thank you, for the 
lovely comments we received in the Open Forum/
Acknowledgements, in the January Newsletter 
about our Senior Citizens Christmas Lunch. It was 
very kind and much appreciated by us all.

For further details on any of the above, please 
contact me, on 872057, or 07973 727189, or by 
email on :kevinleeves@btinternet.com

Kevin Leeves

ADULT EDUCATION COURSES IN TUNBRIDGE WELLS FROM JANUARY 2018.

Are you interested in literature or music and film 
or art? If so, the WEA (Workers’ Educational 
Association) has the course for you.

Beginning on 12 February 2018 the Music and Film 
course looks at how music has been combined 
with camera angles and lighting to influence our 
responses and reactions.  Musicals and dance, 
action, animated, British and world films will all 
be used to see how composers added to the film. 
The tutor is Robert Carrington, a composer and 
musician.  The course duration is 6 weeks from 
1.30pm-3.30pm at the ToC H Hall, Little Mount 
Sion, Tunbridge Wells. The cost is £51.60.

The art history course, 6 Styles of Art from 
Impressionism to Surrealism starts on 21 February 
2018. Other art styles explored are Symbolism, 
Post-impressionism, Fauvism and Expressionism. 
An artist from each style will be studied in detail. 
The tutor is Debbie Crofts, an artist based in 
Folkestone. The course duration is 6 weeks from 
1pm to 3pm in the ToC H Hall, Little Mount Sion, 
Tunbridge Wells. The cost of the course is £51.60.

More information on the courses can be found on 
the WEA website, www.wea.org.uk or contact Jane 
Urquhart, jgurquhart@btinternet.com 

Jane Urquhart Treasurer, WEA Tunbridge Wells

FRIENDS OF ARGOS HILL WINDMILL

Happy New Year to all Friends and Supporters of 
Argos Hill Windmill.

I had hoped to be able to give some important 
dates for our Open Days for 2018, the first of these 
planned for Sunday March 11th. At present we have 
been unable to agree access for Open Days with 
the immediate landowner but we will continue to 
try to find a solution. 

Both English Heritage and Wealden District Council 
want a minimum of 12 Open Days a year. This was 
agreed as part of our Business Plan that brought us 
the large grants enabling the restoration . Now our 
main source of income is from donations, mostly 
at our Open Days. We will have to hold additional 

fundraising events later this year too. The Friends 
and the Trust need to build up sufficient reserves 
if it is to follow its repair and renewal schedule to 
avoid the mill falling again into disrepair. 

APRIL 13TH 2018:  SOCIAL EVENING AND A BRIEF 
A.G.M. Scout Hall Mayfield 7.30 for 8 pm.

Please come and enjoy a glass or two of wine and 
some nibbles. Hopefully the Open Day issue will be 
settled by then though if not a full explanation of 
the problem will be given. 

CONFIRMATION OF OPEN DAY MARCH 11th  
look out for posters and also further news on our 
website, Facebook and Twitter or by telephoning a 
committee member on 01892 853161.

W. Brian Pike 873367



MAYFIELD & DISTRICT U3A 

We look forward to welcoming to our February 15th 
meeting Professor David John, an eminent figure in 
the field of Environmental Research. Professor John 
, under the title of “Turning up the heat in the Gulf” 
will be speaking about the death of coral reefs in 

the Arabian Gulf and the implications of similar 
events worldwide. 

The monthly meetings are not restricted to members 
only and non-members are warmly invited to what 
promises to be a highly informative lecture. 

For further information on our general meetings or our many and varied interest groups contact  
Polly Bradford (Chair) 873946 or by email pbradford@live.co.uk

‘WRITING MORE, WRITING BETTER’ - CREATIVE WRITING AT LONDON HOUSE, 
MAYFIELD

This popular course for writers with some previous 
experience continues again this year with a new 
batch of classes starting this month. You don’t have 
to have attended previously to come along but 
we’ve only got a couple of spaces so don’t delay 
enrolling. Improve your writing skills, give and 
receive feedback and benefit from interaction with 
other writers. It’s fortnightly on Thursday mornings 
at London House.

Writing Workshop - Creative Writing at Five 
Ashes Village Hall

This creative writing group, for writers engaged 

in longer writing projects, meets one Saturday 
morning a month at Five Ashes Village Hall. Writers 
benefit from an individual critique of an extract of 
their writing, trouble shooting any issues and the 
motivation of being with other writers. February’s 
meeting is on the 17th, 10.30-1.30.

For further details, check the website www.
helenstockton.co.uk, contact Helen Stockton on 
07784538965 or e-mail: stocktonwriting@gmail.
com.

ST DUNSTAN’S BELLRINGERS

We have been saddened to learn that Roy 
Tappenden, a former Tower Captain at Mayfield, 
died suddenly just before Christmas. Roy helped 
in resurrecting a ringing band in Mayfield following 
the period of 13 years, between 1974 and 1987, 
when the bells were un-ringable due to problems 
with the structure of the Bell Tower. He served as 
Deputy Tower Captain from 1987 to 1994, and then 
Tower Captain until 1998. He was highly-regarded, 
not just locally but across the bellringing community 

of Sussex and further afield.

At the time of writing we expect special ringing 
will have taken place at St Dunstans on Saturday 
27th January to commemorate his life. Some of 
his bellringing friends from across the County 
hopefully will have completed a full peal (basically 
ringing the bells in different numerical sequences 
without repeating the order), starting at 10.00am 
and lasting around 3 hours.

Graham Holland 872163

MAYFIELD COMMUNITY PLAY 24TH – 27TH OCTOBER 2018

We are planning a variety of free workshops, open 
to everyone who wants to get involved with the 
Community Play either acting or behind the scenes 
- for example, helping with costumes, props, 
lighting, tickets or publicity. 

Do come along to a series of two workshops if you 
think you want to act or the first of each pair if you 

want to help behind the scenes:

Either Tuesday 20th February and Tuesday 27th 
February Mayfield Memorial Hall from 7pm to 9pm 
Or Monday 26th February and Monday 5th March, 
Skippers Hill School, from 7pm to 9pm. If you would 
like to attend with your children, come along to the 
special workshop on Monday 12th March Mayfield 



Primary School from 5pm to 7pm (every under 16 
year old will need to be accompanied by a parent/
guardian/responsible adult)

Then there will be a big get together for everyone 
who has taken part in the earlier workshops, to set 
us on our way: Monday, 19th March, St Dunstan’s 
Church, 7pm to 9pm.

For more information or to join our mailing list email: 
info@mayfieldcommunityplay. org.uk or phone Jo 
Compton on 873832 . Keep in touch with what’s 
happening with the community play by following our 
new website: www.mayfieldcommunityplay.org.uk 
and our Facebook page: @mayfieldcommunityplay.

UP AND DOWN THE HIGH STREET
HULLABALOO

 
As of the end of January 2018 Hullabaloo card and gift shop will be open every Sunday from 10am - 4pm. 
We will trial run this for at least a few months to see if we can get Sunday Trading on the High Street off the 

ground.

FOUR WINDS

Four Winds is pretty much 
open when you want -on demand and/or out of 
hours by appointment! There is a sign on the door 
when closed which says:

‘OPEN PLEASE RING 07918 759736 TO OPEN HERE 
AND NOW IF YOU WISH TO BUY ANYTHING AT 
FOUR WINDS’ e.g. Mayfield souvenirs and are only 

here for the day or if you wish to buy something 
urgently today.

We do open on many Sundays throughout the 
year,11am - 3pm, usually December and in the 
Summer and for calendar events and the Music 
Festival.

FOUR WINDS can open when you want!

Vicky Streeter

MAYFIELD FINE WINES
 

We are open every Sunday from February - 11.30am-3pm. Please do come in to see what we have to offer.

Paul Adams www.pauladamsfinewines.co.uk High Street, Mayfield, Tel: 01892 325335

OPEN FORUM/ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
After the flurry of submissions for the January 
edition of the Newsletter we have received nothing 
for February!

The editors would like to add a new Celebration 
Page some time in the future. If you have anything 

wonderful to celebrate such as a marriage, a 
notable wedding anniversary, a birth, a degree 
awarded or anything else noteworthy do please 
send us as much information as possible together 
with any appropriate photographs.



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY - FEBRUARY 2018 ONWARDS
FEBRUARY

Thursday 1 Mayfacs Lunch Club   Five Ashes Hall  Midday-2pm

Thursday 1 Dark Skies Event   Five Ashes Hall  8 - 9.30pm

Monday 5 Knitting & Sewing Group  Old Library   2.00-3pm

Tuesday 6 Tuesday Club    Scout & Guide Hall  2.30-4.15

Wednesday 7 Mayfield Business Forum -   Pink Cabage   6.30pm 
   “High Street Plans for 2018” 

Thursday 8 Zumba     Memorial Hall   9.45-10.30

Thursday 8 Tone & Stretch    Memorial Hall   10.45-11.30

Monday 12 Knitting & Sewing Group  Old Library   2.00-3pm

Tuesday 13 Mayfield Evening W.I.   Memorial Hall   7.30pm

Wednesday 14 Tea & Chat    Five Ashes Hall  2:30-4pm

Thursday 15 U3A General Meeting   Memorial Hall   2pm

Friday  16 Mayfield Horticultural   Memorial Hall   7.30 for 8pm 
   Society Talk

Saturday 17 Boyes & Belles Bingo Night  Scout & Guide Hall  7.30pm

Saturday 17 Writing Workshop   Five Ashes Hall  10.30-1.30

Monday 19 Knitting & Sewing Group  Old Library   2.00-3pm

Tuesday 20 Middle House Lunch   Middle House   12.30 for 1pm

Tuesday 20 Community Play Workshop  Memorial Hall   7.00-9pm

Thursday 22 Poetry Group    Coach House Cottage 10.30-noon

Friday  23 Mayfield History Society  Scout & Guide Hall  7.30 for 8pm

Friday  23 Film Society    Memorial Hall    8 for 8.30pm

Saturday 24 Boyes & Belles Quiz   Memorial Hall   7.30pm

Monday 25 Knitting & Sewing Group  Old Library   2.00-3pm

Monday 26 Community Play Workshop  Skippers Hill   7.00-9pm

Monday 26 Mayfacs Ten Pin Bowling trip  Contact Mayfacs 

Tuesday 27 Community Play Workshop  Memorial Hall   7.00-9pm

Wednesday 28 Tea & Chat    Five Ashes Hall  2.30-4pm

MARCH

Thursday 1 Mayfacs Lunch Club   Five Ashes Hall  Midday-2pm

Monday 5 Community Play Workshop  Skippers Hill   7.00-9pm

Wednesday 7 Mayfield Business Forum -   Rose & Crown   6.30-8pm 
   “GDPR: protecting your  
   customers’ data” 

Sunday  11 Argos Hill Windmill Open Day TBC

Monday 12 Community Play Workshop  Mayfield Primary School 5.00-7pm

Thursday 15 U3A General Meeting   Memorial Hall   2pm

Monday 19 Community Play Workshop  St. Dunstan’s   7.00-9pm

Tuesday 20 Mayfield Horticultural Society AGM Memorial Hall   Doors open  
            6.45pm



Thursday 22 Poetry Group    Coach House Cottage 10.30-noon

Friday  23 Film Society    Memorial Hall   7.30 for 8pm

Saturday 24 Mayfacs Quiz Night   Memorial Hall   7.30pm

Friday  30 Boyes & Belles Easter Bingo Night Scout & Guide Hall  7.30pm

APRIL

Friday  13 Argos Hill Windmill Society   Scout & Guide Hall  7.30 for 8pm 
   Social and AGM 

Friday  20 Mayfield Horticultural Society  Scout & Guide Hall  7.30 for 8pm

Wednesday 25 Mayfield Horticultural Society  Pick Up Middle House 1.45pm 
   Trip to Pashley Manor Gardens 

Thursday 26 Poetry Group    Coach House Cottage 10.30-noon

MAY

Wednesday 9 Lunch in Aid of   Memorial Hall   TBC 
   Opportunities for Children

Saturday 12 Plant Sale    High Street   9am

Saturday 12 Mayfair     High Street   1pm-4pm

Thursday 17 Mayfield & Five Ashes Society AGM Scout & Guide Hall  7.30pm

Saturday 19 Le Grand Concert with  St. Dunstan’s Church  TBC 
   Mayfield Band & OHD

Saturday 19 Royal Wedding  

Thursday 24 Poetry Group    Coach House Cottage 10.30-noon

JULY
Saturday 21 Mayfield Horticultural Society  Memorial & Scout   2.30pm
   Summer Show    & Guide Halls

SEPTEMBER

Saturday 15 Boyes & Belles Carnival  TBA   

OCTOBER

  24-27 Mayfield Community Play  TBA

N.B.:- The editors have received comments regarding various activities not being included in the 
Newsletter Diary. If we are not given the information we cannot include it! Therefore, to all leaders, 

secretaries, et al send us dates, days of the month, time and place of your activities PLEASE! You 
can also check on the Mayfield & Five Ashes website.

REMINDER: MAIN NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION POINTS
 

Five Ashes Inn, Five Ashes Village Hall, Heal’s Farm Shop, The Shopping Basket,  
Pink Cabbage, Chiropody & Podiatry Clinic, Leppard’s Butchers,  

St. Dunstan’s Pharmacy, Middle House, Mace Stores, Public Library,  
Rose and Crown, plus several other premises around  

Mayfield where copies are available to browse.



DIRECTORY
ADVERTISERS’ INDEX - JANUARY 2018

Allen's Farm Oast Holiday Let 8 Bespoke Care Company 10 Shopping Basket 10

Hoopers Farm Cottage 10 Fairy Aid - Rachel Mackay 21

Tend (Bespoke Care) 8 The Hair Studio 17

Cashflow Accounting 3 Promedica - Live-in Care 15

Burtons Solicitors 11 Homelife Care 9 East Sussex Hearing Resource Centre 1

H & R Solicitors, Heathfield 12 Home Instead Senior Care 21

Honey Barrett (Accountants) 15 Home Instead Care Givers Required 21 TW Housekeepers 6

4

Wealden Cycles 9 Keymark 16

Helen Armer - Accupuncture 13

Woodhill Dental Centre 5 Mayfield Joint & Back Osteopaths 6

Karenna Wilford 19 Mayfield Dental Centre 13

Go Pest - Wasps, bees & moths &c 14

Local Art Class 7 Mayfield Parish Council 23 Peter King - Moles, Rabbits & Squirrels 11

Wealden District  Council – B. Redman 5

Almond Barn, pottery & furniture 16 Mayfield Cattery 18

Balcombes 15

Infinite Beauty UK 12 ACE Total Tree Work 15

John Williams - Electrician 5 Herons Folly - Apple Trees 14

Barnes Construction 16 Quinn Tree Care & Woodland Services 20

Chris. Ping, Plumbing & Heating 8 Marco the Magician 5 D J Casey Tree Surgery, Garden Maint. 22

Digby Fox Heating & Plumbing 4

DW Construction 11 The Right Equity Release 9 PMF Services 20

J. Lunnon - Master Plumbers 10

J. Lunnon - Pools & Spas 3 Burnetts Properties Agents 17 P.A. for the Day 13

Mr Brush, Painting & Decorating 7 Lambert & Foster, Estate Agents 18

Paul S Hillman 9 Heffle Cars 3

Sussex Timber Buildings 22 East Sussex Fire & Rescue Services 2 Scout & Guide Minibus 1

Richard Puddick Carpentry & Joinery 13 MFA Community Cars 1

Jon Gaines - Handyman Services 19 Elm Green  - Creative Seasonal Food 14 Thorn Taxis 12

Pink Cabbage 19

Bus Times local 23 The Pished Fish 21 Creative Textile Workshops 4

Ross Atabey 19 Kate Joyner Curtains, Soft Furnishings 6 Katherine Lees-Jones MCSP 3

Katharine Raven Profess'nal Curtains 2

Mayfield Chiropody & Podatry Clinic 7 Rusdens Home. Curtains, Accessories 20 The Travel Concept 12

The Little Stitching Company 18

Four Winds Gift Shop 5 Wadhurst Curtains & Soft Furnishings 17 Chester Valuation Company 2

Rosina Fabrics 20

Peter d'Aguilar 18 Tony  Nunn 7

MAYFACS 1 Rupert Thacker - Antiques Restoration 4

Southern Window Cleaning 2

IT Workshop - John Gaunt 11 Auto Repairs & Welding 16

K&S Kent & Sussex IT Services 14 Mayfield Garage 17 Yoga (Mondays) with Lynne Carroll 8

Wellbrook Motors 8 Yoga with Sarah Ratcliffe 6

DC Engineering 16 Yoga for the Young at Heart 22

ADVERTISERS' INDEX - January 2018
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LOCAL BUS TIMES 

Deveda Redman – Chairman 
Fair Meadow Farm, Fir Toll Road, 
Mayfield, TN20 6NA
☎ 01435 872558
✉ devedaredman@gmail.com

Gill Weavers – Vice Chairman
September Cottage, Fletching Street,
Mayfield, TN20 6TE 
☎ 01435 872547  
✉ gill@weavers-sussex.co.uk

Monica Aitken
Coldharbour, Lake Street,  
Mayfield, TN20 6PT
☎ 01435 872454
✉ monicaaitken@btinternet.com

Patricia Balfour
Knowle, Newick Lane,  
Mayfield, TN20 6RD
☎ 01435 872920
✉ pfbalfour@knowlefarm.com

Tommy Buck
24 Southmead Close,
Mayfield TN20 6UJ,
☎ 07718 787748
✉ TommyRobertBuck@hotmail.com 

Robert Fitzsimmons  
6 Westfield Close,  
Five Ashes, TN20 6LA
☎ 01825 830886 
✉ RFitzsimms@aol.com 

Herb Hills
Old Warren, East Street
Mayfield, TN20 6TU
☎ 01435 872017 

Christopher Lilly 
Versyns Farm, Vale Road,  
Mayfield, TN20 6BD
☎ 01435 873631
✉ chrislilly@versyns.com

David Miles
39 Mayfield Grange, Little Trodgers 
Lane, Mayfield, TN20 6BF
☎ 01435 873980
✉ iberia75@hotmail.com

Rosemary Neal 
Hurst Hill, Rotherfield Lane,  
Mayfield, TN20 6ET
☎ 01435 872113 
✉ rjneal@btinternet.com

Ian Parker
Meriden, Sunnybank Close,  
Mayfield, TN20 6TT
☎ 07971 979137 
✉ clanfinance@live.co.uk 

Eleanor McDonnell-Slater
1 Queensmount, Five Ashes,  
East Sussex, TN20 6LH
☎ 07952471126
✉ emcdonnellslater@outlook.com

Julie Upton 
Little Hurst, Swife Lane, Broad Oak,  
Heathfield, TN21 8UX
☎ 01435 883404 
✉ jlouiseupton@msn.com

Jeremy Watkiss
Cherry Tree Cottage, Coggins  
Mill Lane, Mayfield, TN20 6UT
☎ 01435 873844
✉ jerrywatkiss@jswcreative.co.uk

Elaine Wheeler
31 Queensmount, Five Ashes,  
TN20 6LH
☎ 01825 830809
✉ elaine.wheeler@yahoo.co.uk

PUBLIC OPENING TIMES
Monday  09.00 – 11.00
Wednesday  09.00 – 12.00
Friday 09.00 – 11.00

OFFICE ADDRESS
Mayfield & Five Ashes Parish 
Council
Old Manor House, High Street,  
Mayfield TN20 6AL

Tel  01435 873784
Fax  01435 873726
Email   clerk@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk
Web  www.mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

Councillor details

www.mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk
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MAYFIELD AND FIVE ASHES GALLERY

CRANESDEN FROM PICCADILLY LANE - JANUARY 2018 

MAYFIELD GRANGE FROM PUBLIC FOOTPATH BEHIND COURT MEADOW JANUARY 2018

This page is for photos of Mayfield and Five Ashes and of local events.  
Do please send us your pictures to mayfieldnewsletter2012@gmail.com


