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Thanks to Mark Buttifant for the front cover 

LIFE STORIES PROJECT

Standing left to right:  Eleanor O'Conor, Fred Haslegrave, Ashley Tabansi, Sally Franks, Angel Chen, 
Lydia Wang, Hermione Mellor, Amy Gallagher, Sarah Mercer, Dennis Blurton

Sitting left to right:  Mary Hammond, Sheila Humphrey, Beryl Wallwork, Julia Houghton, Jean Rawlins 
and Margaret Harris

Left to right:  Alex Firrell, MAYFACS, Julie Rezac, Co-Founder Bridging Ages, Shirley Holland, 
Amanda Glubb, MayÞeld School, Charlotte Harvey, Co-Founder Bridging Ages  



useful information 

LOCATION OF DEFIBRILLATORS
Five Ashes Inn - on the wall to right of pub entrance 

Woodhill Surgery - in the entrance porch 
Mayfield Primary School - on the wall by steps to main entrance 

 
Defibrillators are housed in weatherproof boxes and are accessible 24/7 

Full audio prompts guide you through as soon as you open the lid 
 

PLEASE FAMILIARISE YOURSELF WITH THESE LOCATIONS -  
IT COULD SAVE SOMEONE’S LIFE

NATWEST MOBILE BANKING SERVICE 

The service operates on Mondays (except Bank Holiday Mondays)  
from 1.15 to 2.15pm in the Memorial Hall overflow car park (near the Band Hut)

 

EAST SUSSEX HEARING RESOURCE CENTRE

A registered charity working in partnership with Adult Social Care to provide a no charge 
mobile information and advice service for Deaf, deafened and hard of hearing people 
living in East Sussex. The vehicle, which is funded by the Big Lottery, is equippedto offer 

demonstrations of assistive equipment and hearing screening tests (if time permits). 

The mobile unit will be visiting Mayfield on Thursday 23rd August 2018, and will be in 
The Memorial Hall Car Park, Tunbridge Wells Road from 10.30am – 3.30pm.

The bus is accessible to wheelchair users and representatives from both the East Sussex 
Hearing Resource Centre and Adult Social Care will be available to provide individual 

information and advice on all aspects of hearing loss.

For further information please contact: East Sussex Hearing Resource Centre, 01323 
722505 (voice/text/fax) e-mail: info@eshrc.org.uk



WELCOME FROM THE EDITORS

Your editors have been out and about this month!

We were privileged to attend the dress rehearsal of Five Ashes Primary 
School’s play “The Mystery of Magpie Manor”. Wow! They have some 

very talented actors, singers and dancers and the stage sets were most impressive. Then we went to Mayfield 
Primary School’s sports day. It was great to see so many happy, smiling faces. They have some excellent 
runners, both boys and girls. Predictably by far the most fiercely contested race was the Dads’ 100 metres 
dash. You can’t tell us that some of those fathers hadn’t been training hard for weeks! We enjoyed strolling 
through both villages-what a delight the floral arrangements and gardens have been. Success in the Parishes 
in Bloom competition would be well merited. One of us helped to man the book stall at St. Thomas’ Church 
Fayre (the Lee Childs all sold very quickly but we couldn’t shift the Clive Cusslers for love nor money). Finally 
we popped into the Life Stories lunch to get a good group photo. Because there has been so much going on 
we have a double spread of photos this month. So impressed are we by our local schools and their children 
that this month we have given them additional space. Also we have a competition for our children! Details 
are contained later in this newsletter. We hope that they will enjoy this during the summer holiday.

In response to requests for more variety of content can we commend to you this month the article about 
the fascinating and very worthwhile Life Stories project and also our interview with Stephen Israel, director 
of the Mayfield Community Play. In next month’s issue there will be an interview with Suzi Hopkins the writer 
of the Play and also an interview with James Rackham of Mayfield Gin and the chance to win a bottle of this 
splendid gin so watch out for that! And in the meantime enjoy your August.

Andrew Watson & Jeanette Hore Editors

STOP PRESS: Mayfield Cricket club beat Worlington in the quarter-final on Sunday 22nd July and will, 
therefore, be hosting / playing in one of the two semi-final matches in Mayfield on August 5th.

This is a massive acheivement for the club.
Please Mayfield residents get behind our team and come down to the club to support them

DEADLINE FOR COPY FOR NEWSLETTER

Copy should be submitted at the latest by noon on the 15th of the prior month. Early submissions 
are encouraged. Please send an email to mayfieldnewsletter2012@gmail.com with the name of your 

organisation or the topic of your copy in the Subject line; or deliver hand-written copy to The Shopping 
Basket (3, Station Road, Mayfield). Please show on all submissions the subject, name of author and a 

contact number in case of queries. Ideally type in Arial (not Arial Black) 11pt. 

For advertising copy contact Kas Shepperson email mfanadvertising@outlook.com or deliver to The 
Shopping Basket also by 15th of the prior month.

Unless otherwise stated the views expressed in MAYFIELD & FIVE ASHES NEWSLETTER are those of the 
contributors, and not of the Editors and Committee. The Editors reserve the right to omit, cut, or amend 

any contribution offered for publication.

Finally, unless otherwise stated, telephone numbers given are those for the Mayfield village area and 
therefore, if phoning from outside the area, should be prefixed with 01435.



MAYFIELD & FIVE ASHES PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
Our thanks to Elaine Wheeler

During June we were sad to accept the resignation 
of Cllr Elaine Wheeler from the Parish Council. We 
thank her for her years of dedicated service to the 
Parish Council on behalf of the residents of Five 
Ashes. Wealden District Council has confirmed 
that the vacancy can be filled by co-option and we 
would like to hear from anyone who wishes to be 
considered to represent the ward of Five Ashes. To 
stand as a Parish Councillor you must:

• be a UK or commonwealth citizen, or;

• be a citizen of the Republic of Ireland, or;

• be a citizen of another Member state of the 
European Union;

• be at least 18 years old.

• be an elector of the parish, or;

• for the whole of the previous 12 months have 
occupied (as owner or tenant) land or other 
premises in the parish, or;

• during the previous 12 months have worked 
in the parish (as your principal or only place of 
work), or;

• for the whole of the previous 12 months lived 
in the parish or within three miles of the parish 
boundary.

You do not have to be connected to a political party.

The Parish Council meets once a month (for about 
2 hours) except during the months of January 
and August. The meetings take place in Mayfield 
Memorial Hall and Five Ashes Village Hall. Its 
following committees carry out the detailed work 
of the Parish Council:

• Planning Executive

• Finance and General Purposes Executive

• Community Development Advisory

• Rights of Way and Trees Advisory

• Community Safety and Traffic Advisory

You would be expected to attend the meetings of 
any of the Committees that you become a member 
of. Committees are scheduled to meet four times a 
year with the exception of the Planning Committee 
that meets every three weeks.

Be vigilant in the our play areas

I am sad to have to report that in June beer cans 
and more shockingly a razor blade was found 
in the play area in Five Ashes which is of great 
concern. Last year a drawing pin was stuck to the 
inside of the baby swing seat to deliberately harm 
a toddler. Although the play areas are checked on 
a weekly basis  please be extra vigilant when using 
the equipment and please report any suspicious 
activity to Sussex Police by telephoning 101 or by 
emailing:

 101@sussex.pnn.police.uk and contact the Parish 
Council as soon as possible – contact details below.

Parish Council grants

One of the important roles of the Parish Council is to 
provide grants to organisations within Mayfield and 
Five Ashes to help them move forward with their 
own projects. Our grants policy can be found on the 
Parish Council website at www.mayfieldfiveashes.
org.uk in the “Key Documents / Finance” section 
along with the approved grant application form. 
To apply for a grant for 2019/20 you will need to 
submit your application to the Parish Clerk by 30 
September 2018 with the financial information 
required. Individual grants may be made available 
up to a maximum of £500. They have to be match 
funded so applicants must cover at least 50% of the 
total project cost. If you do not have internet access 
please contact the Parish Council office on 873784 
so a copy of the grants policy and application form 
can be forwarded to you.

Wealden District Council (WDC) Local Plan 
update 

The new draft Wealden Local Plan was published 
on 27 June for consideration by WDC’s Local 
Plan Sub Committee on 5 July and then the Joint 
Planning Committee North and South on 6 July 
before proceeding to their Full Council on 18 July 
2018 (conclusions from this meeting were unknown 
at the time of writing this article).  We have made 
the plan available to download on the Mayfield 
and Five Ashes Community Website: www.
mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk It is understood that it 
will go to consultation for eight weeks finishing on 
08 October 2018. The section on Mayfield can be 
found on pages 301 – 312. 

WDC have undertaken a Habitats Regulations 
Assessment as the “competent authority” for 



the Wealden district, taking into account Natural 
England advice. This work has determined that 
there is an adverse effect on the integrity of the 
Ashdown Forest Special Area of Conservation from 
the proposed Wealden Local Plan, either alone 
or in combination with other plans and projects. 
WDC understands and supports development 
proceeding and wishes to achieve its objectively 
assessed housing need of 950 per annum. It has 
therefore investigated and is proposing a range of 
mitigation measures under the general heading of a 
low emission strategy which will allow development 
within Wealden to proceed up to the level of 950 
dwellings per annum but not beyond this, within 
the period of the plan (2013 to 2028). A key element 
of this approach is the continued monitoring of the 
level and impact of nitrogen deposition and the 
introduction of developer contributions to fund 
the mitigation measures. This approach follows 
the principles which apply to Strategic Access 
Management and Monitoring which has successfully 
allowed development to proceed in relation to the 
Ashdown Forest Special Protection Areas following 
the adoption of the Council’s Core Strategy.

Back Lane, Five Ashes

ESCC is proposing the seasonal closure of Back 
Lane (Byway 87) to prohibit motor vehicles between 
1 October and 31 March each year. (This is the lane 
that links the A267 opposite Crier’s Lane to Leeds 
Lane.) This was discussed by the Rights of Ways and 
Trees Committee at their last meeting and there 
were no objections raised. 

Planning alerts

Did you know you can now get alerts from Wealden 
District Council about the three most recent 
planning applications within 1 km of your property? 
You will need to sign up to “My Wealden” www.
my.wealden.gov.uk and set your planning radius on 
your account details page.

• Close pass of a horse

Operation Crackdown has recently added a new 
reporting category - “Close pass of a horse” to 
look to evidence an increasing amount of near 
miss reports that are received. This category is in 
addition to the “Close pass of a Cyclist” which has 
been in place for a year now. As with all reports 
to Op Crackdown - you will need the registration 
number of the vehicle concerned and ideally some 
form of corroborative evidence such as helmet 

cam. Visit: www.operationcrackdown.org

Distraction burglary

There has been a local distraction burglary reported 
in the area. Please be vigilant and don’t be afraid 
to question someone who comes to your property 
claiming to be from a company, such as Southern 
Water. Always ask for identification and if they are 
legitimate, they will not mind waiting while you call 
the company to check.

Phishing alert

Watch out for fake Argos texts offering refunds. 
The link in the messages lead to phishing websites 
designed to steal your personal information as well 
as payment details. 

West Street fence

After chasing Highways for nearly a year, information 
has been received that the fencing at the top of the 
bank in West Street will be repaired by the end of 
July. Let’s wait and see!

Finally, you may have noticed that one of the glass 
recycling bins is missing from the car park at the 
Memorial Hall. We were informed that it probably 
fell in the back of the lorry when it was being 
emptied. Rather surprising, but It makes a change 
from things falling off the back of a lorry I suppose. 

Enjoy the rest of the summer!

Summer Holiday Office Closure Dates

The Parish Council Office will be closed from 17 
August 2018 to 03 September 2018. 

Dates of council meetings this month:

Meeting  Date Time Venue

Planning Committee Monday 03 August 09:30 
Parish Council Office

Please note that minutes of meetings are available 
for viewing online at: www.mayfieldfiveashes.org.
uk and at the Parish Council Office.

Janna Todd Parish Clerk to Mayfield and Five Ashes 
Parish Council,  Old Manor House, High Street, 
Mayfield TN20 6AL 

Telephone 873784; email: clerk@mayfieldfiveashes.
org.uk www.my.wealden.gov.uk



MAYFACS (Mayfield & Five Ashes Community Services)

Old Library Holiday Closures

During August the Old Library will be closed on the 
following dates:

Monday 6, 20 and 27 August; Tuesday 21 August

Job Opportunity

Please see separate advertisement at the end of Up 
And Down The High Street.

Ceramics Mornings

As part of our commitment to develop 
intergenerational activities we are intending to 
hold a ceramics painting session, once a month, 
where you can come and create your own tile. 
For example, newborn’s can get their hands or 
feet painted and printed onto the tile, children 
can get creative and adults can come and enjoy 
painting one themselves. This is open to absolutely 
everyone of all ages who want to do something 
creative, whilst enjoying others’ company. We are 
hoping to start this in September for one morning 
a month, in either Five Ashes or Mayfield, location 
to be decided, so if you are interested please give 
Alex Firrell a call to find out more. 

Adult and Toddler Activity Mornings

As you may be aware there is no longer a mother 
and toddler group in the Scout Hall or in Five Ashes 
Hall. There are, however, some lovely activities 
in London House organised by members of St 
Dunstan’s Church. 

We have been approached by two people recently 
who would like to be involved in re-starting a 
mother/father/grandparents toddler morning. 
This would ideally be weekly with each week 
hosting a different type of structured activity. We 
are investigating how we can make this happen 
and MAYFACS would take the lead in organising 
these, but ideally, we would love to have some of 
the older community involved as well. Please get in 
touch if you think you would like to be part of these 
exciting activities.

Public Use Computers

The two public computers are available in the Old 
Library when the MAYFACS office is open. If you 
were a regular user in the library, why not come and 
try one of these?

Basic Computer Course

We plan to run courses on using tablets, smart 
phones, storing and editing photos and other 
topics, but we need to know what people want to 
know. Please do contact us and tell us. 

Can you offer your skills as a teacher or computer 
buddy occasionally? If you can please do get in 
touch with us.

Computer Buddies

We are pleased to say this will be on offer again 
on Mondays or Tuesdays from 4pm-5pm in the Old 
Library. Please ring Shirley to book a slot. Help with 
iPad, iPhone, Smart Phones, tablets and computers 
will be available. Please contact us if you would 
welcome help in your own home from a computer 
buddy

Shopping on Line

Much as we would all like to “shop local”, the reality 
is a large number of us do shop on line. Many of 
you may use Amazon. If you do please would you 
consider logging into Amazon using Amazon Smile 
instead. MAYFACS have registered with Amazon 
Smile and we will receive 0.5% of your purchase 
cost every time you buy from them. There is no 
difference in the price of the goods.

1166647 is our charity number. If you just log into 
Amazon Smile and are searching for us, use our 
charity number to find the correct page or copy and 
paste this URL into your search engine.

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1166647-0

Matinee Film Afternoons

The dates for these are as follows (time tbc):

12 October, 23 November, 7 December 2018 11 
Jan, 15 February and 15 March 2019

The cost has yet to be determined (we are awaiting 
news on whether we have successfully secured a 
grant). 



Would you be willing to bake a cake for the 
afternoon break, please?

REMINDER – Middle House Lunches

Please can we remind you that these cannot 
be booked direct with the Middle House. Ruth 
Daniells will contact regular attendees (or you can 
contact her on 865711) the week before the meal. 
The maximum we can take is 40 and the minimum 
age is 65.

Monthly Trips

The cost for the transport is £5 each, and the 

dates and places are in the Diary at the end of the 
Newsletter

sTOP PRESS

Advanced Notice – the Five Ashes Tea and Chat on 
September 26 will be a special one held in aid of 
Macmillan Cancer Support as part of their “World’s 
Biggest Coffee Morning” campaign. It will be from 
12 to 2pm in Five Ashes Hall with a book stall and 
bring and buy sale. Please keep the date free!

Contact Details – Shirley Holland or Alex Firrell

Most Mondays & Tuesdays - Old Library – next to the Memorial Hall (look for the new sign outside) 
Telephone: Shirley 07908 516 875 or Alex 07389 050605 www.mayfacs.org.uk

Emails: manager@mayfacs.org.uk or admin@mayfacs.org.uk; If you prefer to write, please leave a letter at 
The Shopping Basket

FEATURES
THE LIFE STORIES PROJECT

This is an absolutely fascinating and very worthwhile 
project which has been going on this year involving 
eight of the more senior members of our community 
and eight girls from Mayfield School. We’ll let some 
of the participants tell more in their own words. 

Charlotte Harvey, Director of Bridging Ages 
CIC:- 

Bridging Ages CIC is a small not-for-profit 
community company established in Sussex in 
2014 by three friends who were concerned about 
the issue of loneliness and a general lack of social 
contact between generations. In March 2017 it won 
a National Lottery Fund grant to develop a Toolkit 
and make the Life Stories Project available to all.

Life Stories is a project that brings young and old 
together. Teens visit older people in their homes, 
ask them about their lives, and then write a book 
about them. The books are professionally printed 
and then presented to the older participants.

In our fractured society, the generations are 
increasingly isolated from each other. More and 
more older people live in retirement flats or 
care homes. Most families no longer live near 
grandparents or extended family members. There 
are few opportunities for the two generations 
to meet. This can lead to ageist attitudes in the 
young and subsequent negative effects on the 

elderly. Both also lose the opportunity to have a 
rich intergenerational relationship that can be of 
benefit to their development or quality of life.

A Life Stories book is an important family document 
for future generations. Families can order more 
copies and usually do! However, the real value of 
the project lies in the process of making the books. 
The visits give support to older people who may be 
lonely. The conversations stimulate reflection on a 
life lived and honour that life. Young people get an 
opportunity to hear a first-hand account of history 
and learn from previous generations. For many, this 
project is an introduction to civic engagement and 
responsibility. In addition, the students meet the 
tremendous scholastic challenge of actually writing 
a book! Perhaps most importantly, the Life Stories 
Project builds respect, trust and empathy between 
generations – and that makes our communities 
stronger.

Mrs Amanda Glubb Director of Co-Curricular 
Activities at Mayfield School:- 

All Lower Sixth girls at Mayfield School take part 
in a volunteering programme called Actions not 
Words where every girl gives an hour of her time 
each week for the school year, often volunteering 
in local primary schools, day nurseries and care 
homes. The Life Stories project was first brought 
to my attention by Shirley Holland and Alex Firrell 



from MAYFACS when we met last autumn to talk 
about possible community initiatives the sixth form 
girls at Mayfield School could get involved with as 
part of Actions not Words.

Shirley had recently learned about Life Stories from 
its creators Bridging Ages. I thought it was a brilliant 
project and together we decided to take part in the 
pilot scheme, adapting the model slightly to make 
it work for our community.

Alex and I trained the eight girls who participated 
over five weeks, looking at communication skills, 
safeguarding, interviewing and note-taking skills 
while Shirley organised the older participants 
who would partner the Mayfield girls and reveal 
their life stories. By February we were ready for 
the girls and the older participants to meet each 
other. What followed was eight weeks of meetings, 
accompanied by tea, cake and biscuits, which, once 
the initial reserve was overcome, became an eagerly 
looked-forward to weekly event on both sides. The 
hum of chatter and the sound of laughter would 
ring out around London House and the Mayfield 
School Courtyard.

The next step for the girls was to write up their notes 
into a narrative which would focus on elements of 
their partner’s life that they had found particularly 
interesting or revealing. The older participants 
proof-read the finished text for factual accuracy and 
then the text and photographs  (which had been 
provided by the older participants) were submitted 
to be made into a beautiful hardbound book.

On 27th June, all eight girls and their partners came 
together for a celebratory lunch at Mayfield School 
with Shirley and Alex from MAYFACS and Charlotte 
Harvey and Julie Rezac from Bridging Ages.

The books will be available in September and a 
copy will then be given to every participant, old 
and young, at a special presentation.

The project has been quite challenging at times as 
we have all been very much learning on the job but 
it has been a fantastic project and I am so pleased 
to have been able to take part in it with MAYFACS. 
I think it has a real social value and I know the girls 
really enjoyed hearing stories from their partners’ 
lives. I have loved reading all the stories and, apart 
from the love, humour and sadness that has been 
reflected in those pages, what has struck me is that, 
however humble and insignificant we think our lives 
may be, there is no such thing as an ordinary life.

Sally Franks (who partnered Sheila Humphrey):-

Having the chance to do the Life Stories project has 
been such an amazing opportunity and privilege. 
My partner, Sheila, is just the most extraordinary 

woman with the most amazing life which I never 
would have had the chance to hear or become 
aware of had I not done this project. What I found 
rather poignant during my meetings with her was 
that events such as the Second World War which 
had a vast impact on her as a child was just another 
event in her life whereas for me hearing about it 
first hand was one of the best moments I had with 
her. As a keen history lover, learning about dramatic 
historical events such as WW2 or the rise of the 
Cold War or Second Wave Feminism in the ‘60s 
and ‘70s was an absolute dream as I learned how 
they all affected her life from a personal point of 
view as opposed to the general view you get from 
textbooks. Not only that but to explore the more 
personal details of her life too was another equally 
interesting experience. I have learnt a great deal 
about farming which I had always thought to be very 
laborious, (how wrong I was). I have been inspired 
to travel more due to Sheila’s stories of being 
abroad and the hilarious anecdotes she shared with 
me. I cannot thank Sheila enough for allowing me 
to document her life. It has been a privilege for me 
as well as her and I cannot recommend it enough 
to future students. 

Amy Gallagher (who partnered Margaret 
Harris):-

When I was first introduced to the Life Stories 
project, I was excited but also nervous. The idea 
of writing someone’s life story was a daunting task, 
especially as it was going to be published. I knew I 
would want to do their story justice.

I met Margaret, a quiet woman, and over the course 
of a few months she told me about her life. As well 
as discussing Margaret’s stories we often talked 
about our lives today, especially current affairs in 
the news. We also would complain to each other 
about more trivial things, like the closure of the 
local post office, or the impact of technology on 
people today.

I found my experience to be extremely personal 
and fulfilling. I’m usually a very busy person who’s 
always rushing from one thing to another, so I really 
enjoyed spending an hour a week to sit and chat 
over a cup of tea. Margaret was so open with me 
about her experiences and I’m honoured that she 
trusted me in such a way. I think Margaret’s bravery 
really shines through in her personality and her 
stories, and it has been a pleasure to get to know 
her.

I hope Margaret has also had an enjoyable 
experience, as our time together was filled with 
many laughs. I think we both learnt a lot about 
each other and ourselves as we delved into old 
memories, looked through photo albums together, 



and exchanged stories about the lives we lead.

This project has definitely inspired me to push for 
more interaction with people in the local village 
and in Mayfield School. I think it would be a 
brilliant project to extend to more teenagers and 
elderly people across the country to help combat 
loneliness. I would encourage anyone to take part 
in this project as I think it’s a wonderful experience 
which helps develop relationships with people in 
the local community.

And Finally Some of the “Lives” themselves.

Joint Editor Andrew Watson met with Sheila 
Humphrey (aged 94), Margaret Harris (aged 82) and 
Fred Haslegrave (aged 71) to see what they thought 
about the Project. They are probably known to 
many of the readers of this Newsletter, having lived 
locally for very many years. 

Fred:- “Eleanor who wrote my life was brilliant, 
a very nice girl. We spent much of the time 
laughing. She enjoys dance and music as do I so 
that was immediately a common bond. I’ve had an 
unbelievable life. I have a colourful way of saying 
things. I hate to think how much of what I said had 
to be censored!”

Margaret:- “I’d thought that my life wasn’t very 
interesting but somehow Amy managed to put 
things together. I am usually a listener rather than 
a talker but I found her very easy to talk to. It was 
very interesting for me to see how she felt about 
the world today compared with when I was her age. 
In some ways her life seems more restricted but 
equally she has far more interests than I was able 
to pursue. I don’t think she realised until we spoke 
what my generation has been through. It was not 

just the War but, for example, because my father 
had an accident and couldn’t work and there was 
no Welfare State I had to leave school at 13 ½ and 
work.”

Sheila:- “I think that I’ve been lucky to have such a 
long and interesting life and Sally was interested in 
it all. There were so many things she had not known 
about before so I think that she thoroughly enjoyed 
the experience. She is a lovely girl and we got on 
very well.” 

All three said that for them it had been a great 
experience which they would highly recommend. 
All are looking forward to receiving their books as 
are members of their families. Fred joked that his 
family would want to read the book “in case I’ve 
said something about them that I shouldn’t have!” 
All of them had shared photographs with the girls 
which they had enjoyed talking about and which 
will feature in the books. All had now proofread 
their books and all felt that the girls had “made an 
excellent snapshot of our lives.” They were asked if 
they hoped to stay in touch with the girls:-

Sheila:- “I’d like to think we’ll stay in touch.”

Fred:- “Not if she’s got any sense! But seriously it 
would be fun if she could write the “adult version” 
in a few years’ time.”

Margaret:- “I’m sure we will and I’d love to know 
how Amy gets on in the future.”

Editors’ Note:- Amanda is right that all lives are 
interesting once you scratch the surface. Having 
spoken to them it is clear that these three have had 
fascinating lives and, we are pleased to say, have 
agreed to be interviewed for future editions of the 
Newsletter.

THE TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS OF A MAYFIELD FARMER - JULY

The glorious weather we have had over the last 
few weeks (challenging is a better word if you are 
a farmer) means that we, and many others, took 
the decision to make our hay earlier than usual. 
The process requires 5 days of dry weather – not an 
issue! - so we watched as the grass was cut, tossed, 
heaped up and eventually baled over those 5 days. 
Then came the hard work; we had to load over 500 
bales into our hay barn. Mercifully we had already 
sold 250 to another farmer who collected them 
direct from the field, but the process of loading our 
500 still took well over 3 hours and ran well into the 
night. It always does!! Anyway we now have a nice 
full hay barn which is just as well because we have 
little or no useful grazing left for the sheep or the 
cows and will start feeding them our haylage from 
last year shortly.

We haven’t yet got rid of either of our Dexters – a 
combination of the fact that they are grazing very 
happily at the minute and a lack of freezer space 
means that we will leave it another month before 
one of them goes – it will be a very sad day. On a 
more positive note, neither of our heifers have got 
the neospora virus. We have discovered that most 
of the line from Toro (who has the disease) have 
also had it so we are convinced it is a genetic issue 
not something that she has caught on our farm 
which is a relief in some ways. We are now trying 
to source some dexter semen so we can AI one 
of our heifers again and hopefully have a bit more 
success. However, before we can do that we need 
to repair the brick wall in their pen that they broke 
the last time the vet was here!!



Our pigs continue to thrive – although rather than 
wallowing in mud as they were only 2 months ago 
they have to be content with having dust baths . We 
have sold 6 weaners in the last couple of weeks and 
have another litter due imminently. Water supply 
to them has become a huge challenge. We recycle 
large amounts of rain water gathered from all our 
barn roofs and feed it automatically into troughs 
in all the pens but of course the tanks are almost 
empty now and the pigs, keen to keep cool, stand 
in all the troughs and often break the feeder system 
causing a mini flood – which they love!! We are 
having to pump water from the stream to the tanks 
and have acquired an eclectic collection of hoses 
and pumps to do it. It does all seem to work albeit 
in a Heath Robinson way. We cannot remember 
having to pump so much water; it seems to need to 
be done 3 times a week.

We have just sheared our sheep who seem a lot 
happier with life. The fleeces are all bagged up 
ready to give to anyone that wants them so if one 
of our readers is interested, please let us know. 
Just before we did the shearing, one of our lambs 
succumbed to a bad fly strike attack – we have 
never seen it in such a young lamb before – but 
luckily we managed to treat it in time and she is 
now back with the flock eating what she can of the 
not very good grass.

Our duck pond is slowly turning into a green puddle 
and the ducks are increasingly struggling to walk up 
its steep sides to get to bed at night. There is very 
little we can do to sort it for them as the pond is far 

too far away (and uphill from) the stream. We just 
hope that rain will fall in the next couple of weeks 
otherwise we may have to use a paddling pool for 
them which they don’t really appreciate.

We never thought we would wish so much for a 
decent spell of rain – PLEASE.

The hot weather has also caused a few issues with 
our meat sales. Normally we need a lot of roasting 
joints and casserole meats for the months leading 
up to June, then the demand switches to burgers, 
chops etc. This year, the switch happened a lot 
earlier so we have roasting joints galore in our 
freezer – just what we want to eat in the middle of 
a heatwave! However, we are getting quite good 
at roasting a joint but letting it cool down and 
then having it cold with salad over 2 or 3 days. We 
continue to supply sausages to Pink Cabbage and 
pork to Fullers Butchers and our weekly egg run in 
the village is thriving – 17 customers now. We have 
a handful of regular customers buying our meat 
directly from us and are always keen to grow this 
part of our business. We have launched a monthly 
newsletter to people who have bought our meat in 
the past and it is pleasing to see so many people 
coming back for more and being so positive about 
our products. It is a good balance to the vegan 
protestors we regularly encounter at the abattoir.

Fred and Madeleine, Cranesden Farm, Piccadilly 
Lane, Mayfield fredandmadeleine@btconnect.com 
874756

SIMON MCLAY FURNITURE 

I would like to wish a fond hello to all my clients/
friends from my previous address at Old Place 
Farm, Little Trodgers Lane. I was happy working 
from there for many years though after the passing 
of the much missed blacksmith John Ashby it did 
get a bit lonely. Anyway I am now at North Yard in 
Pennybridge Lane which is a relative hive of activity 
and have settled in well over the last year or so. 

For those who don`t know me I would like to tell you 
about a few of the projects I have been involved in 
over the last decade or so. Happy to work in most 
areas of carpentry I am nevertheless at my most 
creative when facing fresh and challenging solutions 
for difficult commissions. An example of this is the 
work I have completed at St. Dunstan’s church. This 
started with an altar design selected from three put 
forward to Maggi Hambling to complement her bird 
“Spirit” which hangs above in the chancel. Following 
from this I was asked to produce the balustrading 
and ultimately the replacement stacking choir 

furniture which allowed for the chancel to be 
opened up for alternative use. This exciting work 
completed over a few years came after working 
with the church architect to produce all the other 
more utilitarian furniture in the rest of the church. 
Working with private clients I have developed 
quite a distinctive style for the more modern work 
though I think I still have great sympathy for design 
schools of the past. On my website you can find 
quite organic or post art deco furniture alongside 
classical and other pieces inspired by all manner 
of influences. The point has always been to design 
into the location and taste of the client. Take the 
extending table for example. This was made in 
maple and masur birch to a style originating from a 
coffee table previously constructed in walnut. It was 
supplied with chairs and benches unique (as far as 
I know) in design and highly complementary. One 
design often leads on to another. I also like to get 
involved in difficult or high quality joinery such as 
oak staircases where a particular style is sought and 



only a bespoke solution is possible. Every staircase 
is different so design can never be standardised 
and as they are quite difficult to make it is invariably 
gratifying when they fit in perfectly. In weather like 
this attention can turn to garden furniture. I have 
produced a great deal of outdoor items for private 
clients and eateries like Sankey`s in Tunbridge 
Wells. It is important to combine good design with 
durability which is a combination of appropriate 

timber selection and robust joinery.

Please feel free to visit me or phone. You 
would, as ever, be most welcome. Unit 2, North 
Yard, Pennybridge Lane, Mayfield, TN20 6QB. 
872877. www.mclayfurniture.com email:- simon@
mclayfurniture.com

book review

“The Reader” by Bernhard Schlink, 1995  (translated 
from the German).

This novel is one of a genre written since the Second 
World War dealing with the perplexities confronting 
young Germans over their country’s Nazi past and 
in particular the possible involvement of their own 
family members. To what extent did their parents 
and grandparents know about atrocities, did they 
actively participate etc.? How much was generally 
understood?

The story, set in three different time periods, is 
told in the first person by the protagonist, Michael 
Berg. In 1958 fifteen-year-old schoolboy Michael 
is walking back to his home in the city when he is 
taken ill in a courtyard. A passing resident, Hanna 
Schmitz, cleans him down and escorts him safely 
home. For months Michael is then confined to his 
bed having been diagnosed with hepatitis. During 
recuperation Michael visits Hanna, a thirty-five year 
old tram conductress, in order to thank her for her 
kindness with a bouquet of flowers. Her manner 
is cold but Michael is struck by her blonde beauty 
despite their difference in age. She once again 
escorts him home. Some days later Michael, bored 
by his confinement at home begins to fantasise over 
Hanna and whilst deceiving his family, decides to 
visit her again. Despite Hanna’s patronising manner 
it is soon evident that the attraction is mutual. A 
steamy love affair ensues which involves a curious 
ritual whereby Hanna persuades Michael to read to 
her from the classics prior to intimacy and sharing 
baths. These visits continue on a regular basis 
and while normally compliant, Michael begins 
to be disturbed by Hanna’s unpredictable and 
sometimes violent outbursts. Michael maintains his 
secret liaisons with Hanna but when she suddenly 
disappears he, now recovered, resumes normal 
relationships with his peers.

Six years later Michael, now a law student, attends 
a War Crimes trial. The defendants are a group of 
former female SS. guards at a death camp in Poland 

and Michael is shocked to see Hanna among them. 
They are charged with having locked Jewish women 
prisoners in a blazing church while the camp is 
evacuated, an incident revealed in a book written 
by a survivor and prosecution witness. Hanna had 
been the supervisor and the other guards insist 
she was solely to blame although witnesses claim 
otherwise. Michael is torn between shame over 
his former intimacy with Hanna while bemused as 
mounting evidence indicates that she is accepting 
more than her fair share of guilt - she only defends 
herself on the grounds that she had no option. 
When a written account of the fire is produced 
Hanna initially denies the charge that she wrote it 
but quickly admits to having done so when asked 
to produce a sample of her handwriting. Michael 
now realises that Hanna is illiterate which explains 
a great deal about her past behaviour towards 
himself. She is determined to keep her secret even 
though to accept the charge could only have dire 
consequences for herself. When it transpires that 
Hanna arranged for some of the weakest of the 
prisoners to read to her before being dispatched 
to the gas chambers Michael muses as to whether 
this was a humanitarian act or a cynical ploy to use 
the prisoners only to dispose of them once they 
realised her dreaded secret. Hanna is sentenced to 
life imprisonment which Michael could have saved 
her from had he admitted to his illicit under-age 
affair and knowledge of Hanna’s illiteracy.

Many years later and with a broken marriage behind 
him Michael, hamstrung with guilt, attempts to 
reconcile himself with his past by contacting Hanna 
in prison and devising a way by which she can teach 
herself to read. This she succeeds in doing but by 
achieving this Hanna is forced to confront her own 
past which is to have fatal repercussions for herself 
which I will not reveal here.

This story has been filmed with brilliant acting by 
Kate Winslet and Ralph Fiennes.

Cynthia M. Baker



SUSSEX WILDLIFE TRUST

Going for gold the Silver-spotted skipper

Am I the only one not interested at all in the World 
Cup? By the time you read this we’ll have already 
worked out which country is the best at kicking a 
ball and we can forget about it all for another four 
years. Meanwhile, I’ll be spending my July and 
August in pursuit of my favourite sport - butterfly 
watching - and I’ll be sat on the turf watching a tiny 
orange butterfly racing around and fighting. 

When it comes to sports, the Silver-spotted skipper 
is a true Olympian and stands on all levels of the 
podium. Their wings are golden and bronze with 
shining silver panels on the underside. It’s one of our 
smallest butterflies and it gymnastically zips, twists 
and flips around the downland turf at incredible 
speeds. The males are vicious little blighters too. 
They defend a territory and will attack any other 
insect that dares wander into their arena. 

And the one thing they love more than racing and 
fighting is sunbathing. In Sussex you’ll find them 
only on the hottest slopes of the South Downs 
where they seek out their favourite hotspots – the 
bare ground created by grazing animals. This bare 
earth heats up and forms a microclimate much 
warmer than the surrounding grass - and to a tiny 
butterfly that’s the difference between Iceland and 
Ibiza.

These butterflies were doing fine for centuries but 
back when England last won the World Cup in 
1966 the world above their hot hoof-print havens 
had begun to shift.  Changes in economics and 
agricultural policies took the sheep off the Downs 
and the cold shadows of tall grasses, brambles and 

thorns took over. With their habitat cooling, the 
future looked dark for our sun-loving skipper and by 
the tense semi-finals of the 1990 World Cup it was 
facing extinction in Britain. In Sussex it held on at a 
few colonies on the far eastern edge of the South 
Downs. But the world has started to change again; 
we’re getting hotter! As the global temperatures 
rise, people and polar bears are panicking but this 
little butterfly has kept its cool. It is finding that 
there are now more of those nice hot microclimates 
available. 

Meanwhile, conservation groups across the South 
Downs have brought back grazing to conserve our 
precious chalk downland habitat. Up on Malling 
Down near Lewes you’ll see my woolly colleagues, 
the hungry Herdwick sheep, at work on the Sussex 
Wildlife Trust’s reserve. It’s one of the hotspots for 
this skipper in Sussex. With the sheep creating the 
perfect habitat and the thermometers rocketing 
each summer the stage is set for a Silver-spotted 
comeback! And here he comes! Off to a flying start 
in the eastern South Downs! Passing Alfriston and 
Firle! Overtaking Lewes on the inside! Vaulting past 
Ditchling and Wolstonbury and, with a hop, skip and 
jump, he’s made it to Storrington! Re-conquering 
the South Downs - 42 miles in 28 years - surely that’s 
worthy of a medal!

Head out for a walk on the South Downs in August 
and you will be in with a sporting chance of spotting 
this skipper – as well as many other beautiful chalk 
downland butterflies. 

Michael Blencowe - Learning & Engagement 
Officer www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk

FIRST WORLD WAR CENTENARY
MAYFIELD AND THE GREAT WAR - NO. 53 - august 2018

The Allies had weathered the storm of the German 
spring offensive. Along the extensive front line 
they had, in some places, been driven back but 
had never been beaten. In August 1918, reinforced 
by hundreds of thousands of fresh US troops they 
faced an exhausted enemy. Prime Minister Lloyd 
George took the opportunity of the 4th anniversary 
of the outbreak of war to speak to the British 
Empire in a novel fashion. On Monday evening 6th 
August, at principal theatres throughout Britain, a 
message from the PM was read out to the public. 
The opening sentence of this speech said: ‘The 
message which I send to the people of the British 
Empire on the fourth anniversary of their entry into 

the war is HOLD FAST.’ (The full speech can be found 
on the RBL website within the August 1918 article). 
Within 48 hours the British and French launched a 
powerful counter offensive against German forces, 
around the area of Amiens. Spearheaded by the 
British, using 400+ tanks to drive through German 
defence lines along a 15 mile front, over the next 
2 days an advance of 10 miles was achieved. The 
opposing German forces were taken by complete 
surprise, suffered high casualties and had prisoners 
taken, a pattern which was to continue for the 
rest of the month. Locally, to observe the 4th 
anniversary of the outbreak of war, the Mayfield 
and Mark Cross Platoon of the Crowborough 



‘C’ Company 5th Volunteer Battalion of the RSR 
attended parade at St Denys Parish Church, 
Rotherfield. Continuing the effort to meet National 
Salvage targets, Mr Eastwood, Baker, Five Ashes: 
Mr Balcombe, Grocer, Colkins Mill: and Mr Ashwell, 
Grocer, East St, Mayfield received collections of all 
fruit stones, date stones, and hard nut shells. They 
were required immediately for urgent war purposes 
viz the manufacture of anti-gas masks. The Parish 
Council provided further information regarding 
South St, known as Richmeads, for allotments. 
Owners Messrs Page & Overton asked for £4.00 per 
annum which was agreed. Said ground had been 
measured out into 18 plots (16 already let) and it was 
proposed that 8d per rod be charged to tenants to 
cover rent and rates. Local newspapers contained 
warnings of food and fuel shortages if the coming 
winter was severe. As if in response to the latter 
warnings local schoolchildren were encouraged by 
the Ministry of Food to pick wild blackberries for 
jam making. Collectors to be paid 3d a lb. At the 
end of week one, 104 lbs had been brought in by 
local children. The Mayfield WI continued to attract 
membership and at its monthly meeting reported 
12 new members. A concert was arranged at the 
Parish Hall, the proceeds going to funds being 
raised to establish a national kitchen in Mayfield 
before winter. In the event a sum of £23/7/10d was 
raised after expenses (a sum in today’s money of 
over £1400). There are four names recorded on the 
Mayfield and Five Ashes War Memorials for August 
1918 and a fifth name incorrectly recorded (see 
below) as September 1916. 

George Colvin. Private 1st Battalion The Queens 
(Royal West Surrey Regiment). Service No G/68986. 
George died of wounds 5 August 1918 aged 18 
and is buried at Mendingham Military Cemetery, 
Belgium. George was born in Mayfield 1899, one 
of twin boys, to parents Frederick and Maria Jane; 
both born of Mayfield families. The twin brother 
died within 3 months of being born leaving George 
the youngest of seven children, who as a family 
lived at Coggins Mill from the 1880s onwards. 
George’s service records are missing but it seems 
likely he was called up late 1917 or early 1918. The 
only comment found relating to his death is found 
in the local newspaper which reported ‘ Mrs Colvin 
of Coggins Mill, received the sad news on Thursday 
that her youngest son , Private G Colvin Queens, 
Royal West Surrey regiment, has died of wounds 
received in action in France. Previous to joining the 
army Private Colvin was employed as Porter at the 
railway station and was in his 19th year. This makes 

the third Porter from Mayfield station that has 
made the supreme sacrifice. He is buried in what is 
known as Mendinghem Military Cemetery, Belgium. 
Mendinghem was a popular name given by British 
troops to a casualty clearing station. Other names 
included Dozinghem and Bandaghem illustrating 
the sometimes black humour of the British Tommy. 

Leonard Dawson. Lance Sergeant Royal Sussex 
Regiment Service No GS/2283. Leonard died of 
wounds 9 August 1918 aged 22 and is buried at 
Pernoid British Cemetery, Halloy-Les-Pernois. 
France. Leonard was born in Ewhurst 1896 to parents 
Caleb and Louisa, one of twelve children. For at 
least 20 years the family lived at Cripps Corner, 
Ewhurst but by 1911 the family had moved to Harts 
Cottages, Five Ashes where Leonard is described 
as a carter’s mate on a farm. His Army service 
records are missing but it is known that he enlisted 
into Kitchener’s new army at Eastbourne prior to 
October 1914. The circumstances of his wounding 
and the nature of his wounds are unknown. It is 
possible he was involved with 7 Battalion RSR at the 
Battle of Amiens in early August 1918. To date no 
local newspaper reports of Leonard’s death have 
been found. However, his name is also recorded 
on the Hadlow Down memorial tablet together 
with that of his brother Herbert who was killed in 
September 1916 (see article No 30). 

Edward William Palmer. Sergeant. 10th Battalion 
Essex Regiment (Service No 400940 (formerly with 
the Royal Sussex Regiment Service No 2967). He 
was killed in action 8 August 1918 aged 21 and is 
buried in Dive Copse British Cemetery, Sailly-Le-
Sec. Somme. It is probable that he was first buried 
in the Essex Cemetery which was established by 
the 10th Essex regiment in August 1918. Research 
suggests that William Edward Palmer, as recorded 
on the Mayfield War Memorial, is mistakenly 
identified as William Edward Palmer of the 14th 
Battalion Hampshire Regiment who was killed in 
action 3/9/16. Variously referenced as W; E; WE; or 
EW, William Edward (as he was christened) was born 
1898 in Mayfield to James (Labourer/Brickmaker) 
and Emily Booth. One of five children the family lived 
in the 1890s at Coldharbour, Tidesbrook, Mayfield 
and by 1911 were residing at Sharnden Cottage, 
Mayfield. In the 1911 Census his employment is 
recorded as house work and gardening. His mother 
is recorded as employed as a Laundress. Edward 
Palmer’s service records are missing but he enlisted 
early in the war at Hastings into the Royal Sussex 
Regiment. At a later date he transferred into the 10 
Battalion Essex Regiment. The 10 Essex Battalion 



were heavily involved in early August 1918 in the 
advance against the German army around the area 
between Morlancourt and Malard Wood. The local 
paper reported:’ ‘The sad news was received at his 
home that Sergt W E Palmer was killed in action 
on August 8th. He was 21 years of age and joined 
the army soon after the outbreak of war. His elder 
brother Sergt Major J Taylor is with the forces in 
Italy and another brother is in France.’ Parents 
James and Emily are recorded in the 1939 Register 
as living at Colkins Mill, Mayfield.

William George Baugh. Rifleman. Rifle Brigade. 
2/10 Battalion London Regiment. Service No 48915. 
William was killed in action 8th August 1918 aged 
18. His body was not recovered and he is listed on 
the Vis-En-Artois Memorial, Pas De Calais. George 
William (as registered) was born 1899 in Mayfield 
to Frederick J (General labourer) and Alice V (nee 
Skinner). In 1901 they were living at Pound Hill, 
Mayfield which was the address of Alice’s father 
James Skinner. William had one sister, Edith born 
1901 and Alice is noted as being deaf. William’s 
service records are missing but presumably enlisted 
after his 18th birthday, at Brighton in 1917. The brief 
details of his military service record that he was with 
the Rifle Brigade and at some time posted to the 
2/10 Battalion London Regiment. Local newspapers 
reported ‘news reached here (Mayfield) on Monday 
that Private W Baugh, Sussex Regiment was killed 
on August 10th. He was in his 19th year’. Local 

newspaper reports of William’s death appear to 
reference incorrect military service details. 

Herbert Dann. Gunner Royal Field Artillery. ‘A’ 
Battery 56 Brigade. Service No 103660. Herbert died 
of wounds 16 August 1918 aged 19. He is buried 
in Bac-Du-Sud British Cemetery. Bailleulval. Pas de 
Calais.France. Herbert was born 1891 in Five Ashes 
to Albert (Bricklayer/Ag Lab/Hay Binder) and Fanny 
(nee Pratt). Herbert was a middle son of 9 children. 
At the time of Herbert’s birth the family were living 
at Criers Cottage, Five Ashes; a cottage the parents 
eventually lived in for over 50 years. By 1911 Herbert 
had moved into lodgings at Crowborough where 
his occupation is recorded as Nursery Assistant. 
His army service records are missing and all that is 
known is that he enlisted at Lewes. Research has 
not yet uncovered the circumstances of his being 
wounded or the nature of his wounds. Herbert is 
recorded on the Mayfield, Five Ashes and Hadlow 
Down War memorials. By 1939 the register records 
parents Albert and Fanny living at Catts Cottage, 
Rotherfield, with daughter Fanny. Father Albert T 
Dann died in 1942 and mother Fanny died in 1956 
at the grand age of 94. 

All newspaper images and transcripts reproduced 
with kind permission of The British Newspaper 
Archive (www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk)

Brian Oldfield & Carole Stilwell

OUR SCHOOLS
CHILDREN’S SUMMER COMPETITION - TO WIN IT YOU HAVE TO BE IN IT!

This competition is open to all children living in Mayfield and Five Ashes. Entries close on Friday, 7th 
September. Please submit your entries to either the Shopping Basket in Mayfield or in the receptacle 
provided in Five Ashes Village Hall. There are three age categories: 4-7; 7-11 and 11-17. The winners and 
runners-up and their entries will feature in the October Newsletter. There will be a first prize of £5 in each 
age group and smaller prizes for the runners-up.

Our feature this month on Life Stories inspires one to think of the links between the generations and how 
rewarding this can be for both children and their elders. So the topic for the competition is “Me and my 
Grandmother” or “Me and my Grandfather”. (However, it could also be “Me and My Great Grandmother/
Great Grandfather/Great Uncle/Great Aunt etc.)” We leave it to the imagination of the children how they 
will interpret this. It could, for example, be a picture or a drawing or a piece of writing. It could be serious or 
amusing. However, the aim is to demonstrate or illustrate the special bond which can exist between these 
generations.

Entries should be accompanied by the following information:- your name; your age; which school you 
attend; contact details of parent/grandparent/carer, preferably email or phone number.

We hope that you all enjoy participating in this. Good luck!



NEWS FROM FIVE ASHES CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL

Our lovely little school has been a hive of activity 
filled with smiles this term. The children have 
chosen some of the main events to share with you 
in this edition of the newsletter – we hope you enjoy 
reading about their summer experiences. 

Sports Day

Our Sports Day took place on a beautiful summer’s 
morning down on the Five Ashes Village Hall 
playing field. The children took part in a variety of 
running races and the very popular fun races. This 
year also saw the introduction of the school’s first 
ever teachers’ race!   

“It was challenging racing against other people.” 
Roman N

“I enjoyed the teachers’ three-legged race because 
it was great fun seeing the teachers race for the first 
time!” Poppy

“I enjoyed our own three-legged race because it 
was quite funny seeing everyone try to run in time 
– some people did fall over during the practice– it’s 
harder than it looks!” Tiegan

“It was a fun and exciting morning! We all had ice-
lollies after.” Jack

Mystery at Magpie Manor

The entire school community was involved in our 
end of year production: Mystery at Magpie Manor 
– a 1920s razzmatazz mystery musical! The children 
‘Charleston-ed’ the performances away making the 
audience laugh and cheer as they did so. 

Amy reports on the Play:- 

“On Thursday 5th July, our whole school put on two 
performances of ‘Mystery at Magpie Manor!’

What is Mystery at Magpie Manor all about? 

Mystery at Magpie Manor is a razzmatazz mystery 
musical set in the 1920s. 

The Story: The Pica family (who own Magpie Manor) 
needed to raise lots of money to prevent their 
lovely home from falling down. So, they arranged a 
Grand Auction Ball and Auction in order to sell their 
famous ‘Pica Pica pitcher with the magpie picture’ 
(a pitcher is a jug). Unfortunately, at the start of the 
auction, they realised the pitcher had gone missing 
leading Inspector Spector and Agatha Christie 
to start an immediate investigation. After close 
inspection, Agatha realised the inspector was the 
one who stole the pitcher and that he was in fact 
the family’s long-lost cousin, Percy! 

Our Show

We all had a part to play in the show (everyone 
from reception to year 6!). The whole school 
sang songs and performed actions to them which 
made the audience cheer very loudly. Reception 
performed as menacing, dancing magpies (they 
were fantastic!). Willow Class performed as the 
manor staff and danced an incredible ‘Staff Dance’ 
in their maid and butler costumes. Maple Class 
performed a wonderful ‘Who-Dunnit?’ dance (they 
blamed one person during their dance to show the 
audience who they thought stole the pitcher). They 
also showcased their acting skills as some members 
took on lead roles. Oak Class performed a cheerful 
Charleston during the show and dazzled the 
audience with their amazing acting - they played 
the main characters and made the audience laugh 
a lot! 

Everyone was involved in making our show 
spectacular in different ways: by helping us learn 
lines, finding costumes, building stages, gathering 
props and even designing programme artwork. One 
of our teachers worked very hard on painting the 
backdrops (which you can see in the photographs – 
how amazing is that manor house!).

Overall putting on our show was a brilliant 
experience; everyone loved performing it and the 
audience loved watching!” 

By Amy 

“It really made me laugh out loud!” Rose

“I enjoyed it because it was very funny and very 
entertaining!” Roman N

“I really enjoyed playing two parts in the evening 
performance. I was pleased because I got to 
perform more lines to the audience.” Cameron

“I enjoyed hearing people laugh and cheer in the 
audience. It was great to hear their reaction and 
applause!” Charlotte

Magic Maths Workshop 

In the classroom, our Year 5’s jaws dropped as they 
took part in an incredible Magic Maths workshop 
with HCC. 

“We all picked a playing card and completed 
some calculations with our chosen number. Then 
the magic maths leaders worked out the colour, 
suit AND number of ALL of our cards just from 
the number we ended up with. It was absolutely 
astonishing!” Destiny



“We completed an activity where we were given 
a number, we had to find that number round the 
room and complete the calculation on the card 
attached to it. That card then led us to the next one 
like a treasure hunt. It was fun and it really got my 
brain going!” Tiegan

Oak’s Residential Visit 

Outside of the classroom, our Year 5 and 6 pupils 
ventured to Marchant’s Hill in Surrey for their 
residential week. The visit was an enormous success 
and a good time was had by all who attended! The 
children took part in a wide range of activities such 
as raft building, abseiling and rock climbing. There 
was not a dull moment from dawn ‘til dusk and 
many life-long memories were made. 

“I LOVED going on the residential and staying in 
accommodation with my friends. My favourite part 
was the Giant Swing and Zip Wire because at the 
start they got your heart going but in the end they 
were really exciting!” Mavianne

“I enjoyed our visit because we were all with our 
friends and there were fun activities to do ALL 
day AND in the evening. One of the best evening 
activities was ‘Ambush’ (which is like hide and seek 
but if your opponent walks past your hiding place 
without seeing you, you can shout ‘Ambush!” and 
win the round). Amy

Hannah Stanfield

This charming poem was written for the Year 6 leavers who were leaving
Five Ashes CoE Primary School in July - 

A YEAR 6 JOURNEY

Amy, Charlotte and Evie
Your story began in Willow,
When the fabulous five were a 3,
4 was your age,
And you took trips to the Brighton sea.

You learnt your letters and sounds,
And learnt so much through play,
You mastered the art of counting,
And sang throughout the day,

You often dressed up in costumes,
And brought things to show and tell,
You shared smiles, laughs and stories,
You were there for each other when you fell.

Then you moved to Maple,
And fired bows and arrows on the field,
You pretended to be a Victorian,
And designed St. George’s shield,

You organised a French café,
And designed a water park,
You visited the Ashdown Forest,
You learnt about light and dark,

You walked like an Egyptian,
And sped through sports day,
You sang beautifully at events,
And worked hard in every way,

At the start of the Oak adventure,
Mavianne made the team a 4,

It felt like she’d always been there,
She smiled as soon as she stepped
through the door,

In Oak you designed your own Apps,
And dazzled at The Big Dance,
You swam your socks off at the gala,
And all events, you did enhance,

You worked so hard in all subjects,
You ate many a Barney Bear,
You attended lots of trips,
And threw sponges at the fair,

Teddie arrived in Year 6,
And the fabulous 5 was born,
He definitely completed the team,
With his calm ways and charm,

You are all such wonderful role-models,
In so many different ways,
You each have your own special talents,
You brightened up our days,

You make our school so special,
We will, of course, miss you,
But we wish you all the best,
And care for you – it’s true,

Your secondary schools are so lucky,
To be welcoming each of you,
Share your special talents with them,
And be happy in everything you do.

You are a fabulous five, Year 6!



NEWS FROM MAYFIELD CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
Over the last few weeks so many things have happened in our school - we hope you enjoy reading about 
some of the activities we have been involved in, especially those written by some of our children.  

Interschool Swimming Gala
On 5th July a band of very excited and skilled 
swimmers made their way to Eastbourne Swimming 
Pool to participate in the annual HASP swimming 
gala. This is always an event we look forward to 
every year, especially as we are able to offer all our 
KS2 pupils swimming lessons for much of the year. 
This year was to be a very proud one for us as we 
came first! It was particularly fitting this year as Katy 
Rees, a parent helper who has been supporting 
our swimming lessons for many years, is due to 
hang up her swimming goggles. She has been a 
much appreciated volunteer, who has given her 
time, energy and expertise to help the swimming 
experience become a very positive and successful 
one. She will be very much missed.

Year 5 Stem Event at Mayfield School (written by 
Jack Jervis, Charlie Stow and Harry Crisp)

‘On Tuesday 3rd July, the Year 5 pupils went on a 
day trip to Mayfield Girls School and we were taught 
four different lessons: Physics, Chemistry, Biology 
and ICT.  In Physics, we learnt about the transport 
spell which presented an objective you must try to 
complete by bending your mind to the limits to 
figure out how to transport as many marbles as you 
can from one end of the room to the other. After 
that we were tested in the Chemistry lab that also 
looked cool.  Our task was to make copper out of 
copper ore, ‘What? How do we do this?’ said Emily, 
but the teacher explained step by step.

In Biology we investigated an owl pellet. Anthony 
found a skull in his pellet, it was really weird! We 
also found out lots of facts about owls like their 
different eye colours and what tends to kill them.  
We were surprised that water troughs are their 
biggest enemy. In ICT we made our very own web 
page on owls. We also did some very interesting 
coding which was needed in order to make our 
web page. Now we are smarter than our parents at 
computing which we found quite funny!

We had an amazing day and are sure that Year 5s 
next year will have fun too!

Pipits’ Class Visit (written by year 1 child, Jaya 
Patel)
‘First we got on the coach and had a long drive to 
Knockhatch. We looked at the lovely, sweet animals 
and had a snack. We went in to a spooky place, 
there we saw a spider! We had our delicious lunch 
and then went into the playground and had fun on 
the tractor. We walked some more and saw lots 

of owls. I loved it when we saw the Meerkats. My 
favourite part was the owl show and lunch. It was 
a 3This year our Sports Day had a different look to 
it - being a mixture of traditional and whole school 
participation. It began by the children rotating 
around eight different activities, trying all the 
while to accrue points for their ‘houses’ (Bodiam, 
Hastings, Pevensey and Herstmonceux). It then 
moved onto the traditional running races including 
one for pre-school children and the parents! It was 
such a lovely day, the sun shone and those children 
in Hastings were particularly proud as they won the 
Sports Day cup this year! We really do appreciate 
the time and effort that our Head of PE put into 
making the Sports Day such a success.

Prayer Spaces Week
Each year, together with our friends at Five Ashes 
Primary School, St Dunstan’s, St Thomas’ and 
Colkins Mill churches we stage a prayer spaces 
week. Here, many work really hard together to 
create 6 spaces which reflect ideas such as the 
importance of the emergency services, being 
proud of who we are, considering the heart and 
its associations with love. The children from both 
schools were given opportunities to visit each 
space looked after by volunteers, to reflect and, 
should they wish to, pray, learning how to do this 
in many ways. We were also privileged to take 
our pupils from both schools to experience the 
labyrinth in St Dunstan’s Churchyard – another 
chance for a moment of quiet and reflection. We 
really appreciate the support for this received 
from so many volunteers and feel it provided the 
children with much to ponder on and support 
them through their many future experiences.

Nightingales’ Class Visit (written in 
conjunction with Year 4 children Piera 
Lincoln, Holly Merriman and Annalise 
Husey)
On Monday 9th July, Nightingales’ Class had a 
once in a lifetime experience (unless of course you 
become an MP as pointed out by Annalise).  You 
might have guessed it – we had the wonderful 
opportunity of visiting 10 Downing Street and the 
Houses of Parliament.
All 29 children and 14 adults excitedly met at 8.30 on 
that morning at Wadhurst Station where we boarded 
a train bound for Charing Cross.  When we arrived 
in London, the sun was shining and we marched up 
Whitehall until we spotted big black gates, lots of 
newspaper reporters and Huw Merriman MP who 



along with his team had arranged our visit.  We 
were so excited because not only were we allowed 
to go down Downing Street and stand outside, 
but Holly was allowed to knock on the door ‘it was 
cool!’ she said and we were let in!  We stepped 
inside and were asked to be very quiet as Teresa 
May was busy in a nearby room choosing her new 
Brexit minister (yes it was that day!).  Seeing some 
of the rooms that we had only seen on television 
was so exciting, going up the staircase with the 
photographs and paintings of previous prime 
ministers, walking through a room decorated in 
gold (thanks to Margaret Thatcher) and identifying 
that corridor in the film ‘Love Actually’ made us all 
feel as Piera said, ‘so overcome, with lots to take 
in!’. After having our photograph taken in front of 
the famous black door, we made our way to the 
Houses of Parliament where Mr Merriman gave us 
a guided tour including the House of Commons 
and St Stephen’s Hall.  After all our learning about 
the Rights of the Child as well as the democratic 
process, we gained so much from seeing just where 
all the major decisions are made that influence the 
way the country is run.  A big thank you to Huw 
Merriman and his team, it was certainly a day to 
remember!

Open Garden Event
We take so much pride in our garden and each year 
we encourage the children to take responsibility for 
each area of the plot. This year, with the massive 
support from Mrs Sullivan who gave up so much of 
her time to help, the children created their floral and 
vegetable masterpieces. Our theme this year was 
‘The Rainbow’ and each class was given a colour to 
reflect in their part of the garden. Alongside this, 
our pupils were also encouraged to consider some 
issues which may be represented through their 
colour, and wrote prayers and reflections which 
hung all around the garden as well as being part of 
their own plot. Visitors were encouraged to ponder 
and think about such things as our beautiful oceans, 
recycling, feelings of happiness and peacefulness. 
We were also excited that during our open garden 
day, the EYFS and KS1 children held their enterprise 
event, learning early about the market place - how 
to create things, sell them and hopefully make 
a profit at the end! It was so lovely to see all our 
young entrepreneurs selling and being proud of 
their wares!

Another exciting part of this was that we also played 
a part in the ‘Parishes in Bloom’ competition. 
Judges came along to admire and comment on all 
the children’s efforts and we are keeping our green 

fingers tightly crossed that we have a high standing 
in their eyes.

Joseph and his Technicolour Dreamcoat

Over the last few weeks there has a sense of 
anticipation in the air, children found in spaces 
around the school practising lines, scripts found 
in the most unusual of places, piles of costumes 
and props appearing in the library and down the 
corridors. We are sure you’ve guessed that years 4, 
5 and 6 children have been preparing for their end 
of year production, this year an all singing affair. 
Joseph is one of those productions that most of 
us have some experience of, whether it has been 
performing in a version ourselves or going to see 
it on stage or just knowing some of the songs from 
it - the children had a lot to live up to, and live up 
to it they did! They worked really hard to learn the 
lines, know their cues, choreograph their moves, 
learn routines, refine nuances in their singing and 
it was worth the many hours of rehearsal because 
they certainly rose to the occasion and participated 
in a performance that will live in both their and the 
audience’s memories for many years to come! After 
all, who can forget the swirling colours of the coat 
reflecting the many emotions presented by Joseph, 
the Elvis moves from the Pharaoh, the camaraderie 
of the brothers, the clarity of the narrators and the 
moves of Potiphar and his wife amongst so many 
others.  Andrew Lloyd Webber – you’d be most 
proud! We would like to thank the parents and 
school staff who worked so hard to enable this 
production to be the success it was.

So many experiences and all in the sun! We are 
so near the end of the year now and still have 
many adventures to embark on – connect with 
the Countryside at Ardingly for the Year 5/6s, 
swimming gala for KS2 and of course the sad but 
celebratory occasion of the Year 6 leavers service 
as we say goodbye to the children, many of whom 
we have known, guided, enjoyed and been amazed 
by for seven years, as they continue their education 
journey in their new secondary schools.

Of course, we also look forward to the coming year 
and as always, if you are interested in volunteering 
at the school please do get in touch with Mrs Gould 
in the school office – particularly if you can spare 
some time to hear our budding readers.

Books are the plane, and the train, and the road. 
They are the destination, and the journey. They are 
home. —Anna Quindlen

We wish you all a lovely summer holiday and look forward to sharing with you the life and adventures of 
Mayfield CE Primary School in September.



OUR CHURCHES
COLKINS MILL CHURCH

Colkins Mill Church would like to invite you to come and join us on Sunday mornings from 10.00-11.30 
during the month of August. We are looking at the life of Elijah. The services will be informal, interactive 
and suitable for any age. We will have coffee/tea/refreshments every week and tasty things to eat. So 
please drop in and say hello and enjoy something different for a Sunday morning. 

SPECIAL NOTICE If you would like to book the church or have booked the church in the last few weeks 
please can you call Terry on 872635.

ROUND AND ABOUT OUR VILLAGES
INTERVIEW WITH STEPHEN ISRAEL, DIRECTOR OF MAYFIELD COMMUNITY PLAY

Stephen, tell us a little about yourself.
I am 54 years old, married with a son and daughter 
and we live near Lewes. My wife Suzi is the writer 
of the play. I was brought up in Hampstead Garden 
Suburb and read history at the University of East 
Anglia. I had intended to go into law and went to 
our family solicitor’s office to see what it would be 
like. After the phone had rung about thirty times in 
twenty minutes I decided that this was not for me!

How did you get involved with the theatre?
Instead of going into the law I went to drama school 
and then did loads of theatre work in repertory 
before deciding about twelve years ago to set up 
a theatre company because I wanted to direct. It 
is a charity and is called The Company. We started 
by touring village halls and Arts Centres and then 
got a commission to create a site-specific piece of 
theatre for Buchan Country Park in West Sussex. 
That led to other commissions and we’ve now done 
close to thirty of these site-specific productions in 
all sorts of locations, for example, on a steam train 
and on a bomb site at the seafront in Peacehaven. 
One exciting project involved the audience walking 
several miles on the Downs near Lewes, donning 
tabards and joining with some of the actors to 
become Simon de Montfort’s Army. I hasten to 
reassure your readers though that nothing like that 
degree of energy will be needed from the audience 
at the Mayfield Community Play!

How did the Mayfield Community Play come 
about?
We were approached in the autumn of 2016 to 
create a play for the community by some of your 
residents who were familiar with our work. Our brief 
was to take in the village, its people and its history. 
As always in these projects it took about a year to 
get funding in place from various sources including 
The Arts Council, East Sussex County Council, 

Wealden District Council, Mayfield Parish Council, 
High Wealden ANOB, donations from individuals 
and so on. A steering group was set up and Suzi and 
I were frequently over in Mayfield making contacts 
and friends and finding out more about Mayfield 
and its history and people and particularly its oral 
history. In a project like this you have to get a feel for 
the culture and nature of the community and their 
perceptions and to know your potential audience. 
You also need to consider potential venues for the 
performances and to work with them e.g. in terms 
of being able to get access to them.

What involvement is there from Mayfield 
residents?
We have no “outside” paid professional actors. All 
the actors (about 56 of them) are from Mayfield and 
Five Ashes or else have close links with the villages. 
There is some tremendous talent there. Nearly 20 
of the actors are of school age. Interestingly in this 
type of project more women than men tend to want 
to act (often in a ratio of 2:1). In addition there will 
be involved in the performance the MayZing Choir 
(40 or so), the Mayfield Band (25 or so) and a terrific 
six-piece local band called Beggars Gate. So even 
if it’s not a “cast of thousands” there are still over 
120 performers involved plus about 30 people 
engaged in backstage activities. Most important of 
all of course will be the members of the community 
who we hope will be coming to the performances!

So how has your experience of Mayfield been 
so far?

It’s been fantastic in every respect. Not just the 
local financial support and the skill set of the 
performers but also the very positive vibes. People 
really want to be involved and there is a very real 
sense of community here. We have three different 
venues - The Memorial Hall, St. Dunstan’s Church 
and the Chapel of Mayfield School - which will be 



used during the play.

What would you say to anyone who might 
be wary of coming to the play because they 
are not regular theatre-goers?
My answer is why wouldn’t you want to come to a 
play about your community set in village venues 
and with local performers. How exciting is that? 
This is not one of those plays where you go and sit 
in the dark for a couple of hours watching actors on 
stage. This is not a normal theatre show. It’s inter-
active, the audience will move from one venue to 
another and things will be happening around them. 
There will be music, laughter, tears, spectacle and 
excitement. The aim is for it to be both interesting 
and fantastic fun and essentially my job is to ensure 
that everyone has a laugh. It’s no exaggeration to 
say that it will be amazing - call it a roller coaster of 
a theatrical ride.

So how is it all coming along?
In writing the play one needs to know how many 
performers there are and what are their particular 
talents and abilities and also the features and 
qualities of the venues.

We started in early 2018 with initial workshops. 
The play is now written and the casting done. 
Rehearsals are ongoing. We are well on schedule 
in every respect. We will soon start workshops 
for props and costumes. A professional theatre 

designer is involved and we are also assisted by 
Elaine Horwood who used to be a props mistress 
at English National Opera. If anyone would still like 
to be involved the only possibilities now will be with 
backstage, props, costumes and stewarding. 

What’s the most important quality of a 
director?
I would say to know when to shut up and when to 
say something to the performers and how to say it.

Finally, some quick-fire questions

Football team? Arsenal. Best ever gigs? Springsteen 
at the Wembley Arena, the Stones at Twickenham 
(recently) and The Zombies at the Haunt, Brighton.

Favourite food?  Anything as long as it’s a large 
portion! Acting role you’d most like to do? Without 
hesitation Iago in Othello. Book you’d recommend? 
Darkmans by Nicola Barker.

Note from the Editors:- The play will be performed 
on Wednesday, 24th October through to Saturday, 
27th October at 7.15pm. There will also be a 
matinee on the Saturday at 2.30pm. There will 
be 150 tickets per performance. The September 
edition of this Newsletter will contain an interview 
with Suzi Hopkins, the writer of the play

THE FILMMAKERS WILL BE AT THIS YEAR’S SLOW SHORT FILM FESTIVAL

This year’s Slow Short Film Festival in Mayfield, the only festival for slow short film in the world, has received 
generous support from the Lund Trust, a charitable fund set up by Lisbet Rausing and Peter Baldwin. This 
has enabled the festival, among other things, to have the directors of some of the short-listed films present.

“To have the filmmakers there, with us at the festival, adds an extra dimension”, said a delighted Nathaniel 
Durman, the festival director, on announcing the Lund Trust support.  “They’ll be in the audience, mingling, 
chatting, and after their film is screened, there to discuss their work with the audience in a Question and 
Answer session”. 

A short-list of eight films will be screened from over 160 submitted from 42 countries.  The films are from 
Portugal, Taiwan, America, Israel, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cambodia and, intriguingly, North Korea.   
Ninety Seconds in North Korea is a glimpse in slow motion of the everyday life behind the military parades.

“We had work of real quality submitted,” said Nathaniel Durman. “Some of the films worthy of short-listing 
but not included will be made available through Tao Films.” SSFF is now run in association with Tao Films, 
the online platform for independent and arthouse films from around the world. 

This year’s festival will be held on Saturday, 1st September in Mayfield School’s Concert Hall.  It is an all-
day event starting at 11.30am. Tickets will be available from Burnetts in the High Street or online at www.
slowshortfilmfesival.com.

In May SSFF became a registered charity with the objective of promoting interest in contemplative film.

Chris Lyle



PARISHES IN BLOOM

On a fine summer’s day at the end of June, Peter 
Holman, the judge for Parishes in Bloom visited 
Mayfield and Five Ashes. We met in Court Meadow, 
and were delighted to hear he had had a delicious 
lunch in the Rose & Crown – one part of the very 
tight itinerary completed!

We viewed the recreational area from the top of 
Court Meadow and he was completely bowled over 
by the view. We then walked to the Primary School 
where we were met by Jo Warren, Head of School, 
and some of the children who showed us around 
their impressive themed garden. From there we went 
along the High Street viewing the front gardens and 
floral displays, explaining the historic nature of the 
buildings as we went. We stopped off at the Middle 
House, and after a short break drove to Five Ashes 
where we viewed the Village Hall, recreational area, 
sensory garden and the War Memorial. It was then 
back to Mayfield to see the South Street allotments 
and the amazing view, along the south side of the 
High Street to West Street. We crossed to the north 
side viewed Royal Oak Mews, saw the butcher’s 
wonderful “on your bike flower display”, turned 
left into North Street through the churchyard, past 
the War Memorial, admiring the shops on the way 
to our final destination of the Archbishop’s Palace, 
now Mayfield School. There we were treated to a 
very interesting talk on the history of the Palace by 
the Bursar. 

Mr Holman is a very experienced and 
knowledgeable judge. He was impressed on so 
many levels including the historic nature of the 
village, the beautiful High Street, the involvement 
of the schools and community. However, he singled 
out for particular praise the retailers and businesses 
whom he felt had put so much effort into making 
the High Street successful as well as to residents 
who have taken such trouble over their tubs and 
hanging baskets.

We were given very positive feedback by Mr Holman 
but we will not know how he has marked us until the 
award ceremony by mid-September. Criteria to go 
to the next level of the competition will be released 
early next year.

Our thanks go to all the people involved - the 
residents, shopkeepers and businesses, both the 
Mayfield and Five Ashes Horticultural Societies, 
the Parish Council, and to the whole community 
for the inspirational spirit displayed in supporting 
this competition and which makes Mayfield such 
a special place to live. Also, not least to the small 
working party (Chris Lilly, Diane Kirkness, Eddie 
DuCann, Graham Playfoot, Jeanette Hore, Ian 
Parker) who made this all happen. (Note from the 
Editors - and a huge thank you to Monica for all her 
hard work.)

Monica Aitken On behalf of the Working Party

WOODHILL SURGERY PATIENTS REFERENCE GROUP MINUTES

TUESDAY 15TH MAY 2018
Present: Andrew Cornell, Practice Manager (ATC)

  David Miles (DM)

  Brian O’Connor (BOC)

ATC advised that Dr Brewerton has now left the surgery for pastures new but will be covering some 
appointment sessions as a locum in the coming months. On behalf of the partners and the entire team, 
ATC offered his thanks to Dr Brewerton and wished her every happiness in the future.

ATC advised that her morning sessions have been covered and confirmed the weekly GP cover as follows:

Day             Full day GP    Morning GP

Monday Dr Miller (M)    Dr Cannon (F)

Tuesday Dr Heal (F)    Dr Cannon (F)

Wednesday Dr Baseley (M)    Dr Fyfe (F)

Thursday Dr Fyfe (F)    Dr Cannon (F)

Friday             Dr Baxter (M)    Dr Fyfe (F)

Saturday Dr Cannon (F) + Nurse - mornings only 



Following on from the last PRG meeting, the list of questions to form a survey were agreed by those 
present. 14 questions in total (7 general and 7 clinical). It was agreed the survey will run for 2 months from 
June 2018. ATC will create a survey in paper form and also use survey monkey to facilitate on-line users 
to complete. The results will be collated and will form the discussion at our next meeting. Those present 
felt the survey contains a variety of questions that would facilitate and identify areas that are priority to 
our patients. Full results will be made available to all patients. The link is:- www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/
RTN2XWS.

DM raised a query with the telephone system – patients are pressing options on the telephone system and 
it would seem that callers are then getting the ring tone and hanging up as they feel their call could be 
stuck in a loop. ATC agreed to investigate this and upgrade the telephone system to include a “place in 
queue” option on the telephone system so callers were aware that they are in a queue and not stuck in a 
telephone loop.

Date of next meeting: Tuesday 4th September 10.30 am – Council offices

MAYFIELD CRICKET CLUB

Mayfield Cricket Club’s dominance of the Sussex 
Cricket League continues - as we start the second 
half of the season, three of the four Saturday League 
sides top their respective divisions in one of the 
toughest cricket leagues in the country. The club 
is also enjoying a spectacular run in the National 
Village Knockout Cup, the final of which, I’m sure 
you are bored of hearing me say, is played at Lords. 
Mayfield Cricket Club has made it through to the 
quarterfinals of this prestigious competition and will 
travel to play against Worlington in West Suffolk for 
their next match. If successful in this away fixture, 
the club will play a semi-final at home against the 
winner of the South West region on August 5. We 
will, of course, keep you posted through social 
media and the Mayfield Newsletter as to the result 
of our quarterfinal fixture, but I’d advise you all to 
keep that date for the semi-final clear in your diary.

The club was open to all for the Football World Cup 
matches and it was fantastic to see so many people 
from the village, as well as club members, come to 
the club to watch and enjoy England’s spectacular 
run during the tournament. It’s not coming home, 
not this year anyway, but we’ve all enjoyed watching 
a young England squad acquit themselves well on 
the global stage – a great effort.

Friday evenings are, of course, Colts Night and it 
has been wonderful to see so much enthusiasm 

and passion for the game shown by the Mayfield 
youngsters. They continue to play cricket with skill 
and dedication and remain successful in all their 
age range matches. Well done to you all!

The fantastic weather we have enjoyed so far this 
summer has seen many more people from the 
village visit the clubhouse to enjoy the facilities and, 
hopefully, some of the cricket too. Social activities 
at the club, open to any and every one from the 
village, continue unabated, with the ‘Bottomless 
Prosecco’ evenings proving enormously popular! 
As I have mentioned before, if you are interested in 
attending any activity the club may be organising, 
keep an eye on social media and the Mayfield 
Newsletter for dates and times.

Finally, Mayfield Cricket Club begins its cricket week 
on July 30, and ends on Friday August 3 with the 
Finchkins Day, when a 20/20 match will be played 
by the club against an all-star Sussex Legends XI. 
There will be bouncy castles, a ‘Rum Shack’, Gin 
tent, BBQ and food throughout the day, jazz band 
and evening entertainment. Feel free to come by 
any day of the week for some excellent cricket, but 
do not miss Friday – we hope to see you there.

Neil Macdonald enb.macdonald@gmail.com

FRIENDS OF ARGOS HILL WINDMILL

Our Open Day this month is Sunday August 12th, please come and visit. We offer a very interesting tour of 
this local historic landmark. 

To keep it looking as good as it does at present depends on visitors taking an interest and coming along to 
support us and a warm welcome is guaranteed. 

Parking is available nearby. There is no charge for the visit though we welcome donations.
John Bowerman, Chair of the Friends of Argos Hill Windmill



MAYFIELD LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

The History Society made a visit to Amberley 
Museum for the annual Summer Outing.

Amberley Museum & Heritage Centre is set in a 
36 acre site in the South Downs National Park. On 
arrival, we were given an introductory talk, explaining 
that the site was until fairly recently a chalk quarry, 
this material then being converted into quicklime, 
by several large lime kilns that are still on site. Coal 
was supplied initially by a canal, later superseded 
by the railway. Dedicated to the industrial heritage 
of the South East, exhibits include a narrow-
gauge railway and bus service (both provide free 
nostalgic travel around the site), Connected Earth 
Telecommunications Hall, Milne Electricity Hall, 
Printing Workshop and much more. The Museum 

is also home to traditional craftspeople, such as the 
blacksmith and potter. We also of course enjoyed 
the good cafe, and the sunny weather enhanced 
the visit. We returned to Mayfield having learnt 
much about the manufacture of lime, and many 
other technical matters.

Until our next season the committee wishes 
all members most enjoyable and safe summer 
holidays. Our meetings start again in October with 
a review to commemorate the end of World War 1 
in November, 1918. Our website www.mayfieldlhs.
org.uk/ has the complete programme for next 
season.

Brian O’Connor, Chair – 873477 Rob Foster, 
Secretary – 873215 John Buddle, Treasurer – 872229

MAYFIELD HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Wednesday 22nd August 2018 - Summer Outing 
To RHS Wisley- Cost £17 per person for entry 
and transport. Departs The Middle House, 
Mayfield 9.15am, returning approximately 5pm. 
To book contact Bridget Blow, email via ericblow@
btinternet.com, phone 872829.

Saturday 29th September 2018– another of our 
famous suppers! – do you remember the wonderful 
puddings from last time? Doors open 6.30pm, 
meal 7pm. Speaker Val Bourne ‘The Living Jigsaw; 
The Secret Life In Your Garden’. Come and join us 
for a delicious meal and what promises to be an 
interesting and thought provoking evening with the 
award-winning organic garden writer and lecturer 
Val Bourne. Gardening since the age of three, she 
describes her garden as her best friend, her solace, 
her exercise class and her inspiration, sentiments 
that I am sure will be familiar to all of us! Her lovely 
garden, where she works in harmony with nature, 
can be seen on her website www.valbourne.co.uk. 
She is coming to talk to us about how we too can 
have a beautiful flower-packed garden while also 

helping wildlife. Increasingly we are all aware of 
how our gardens are highly important green spaces 
and Val is going to help us understand how we can 
maximise the benefits of these miniature wildlife 
sanctuaries. Her new book, ‘The Living Jigsaw’, 
champions natural gardening and says in a chemical 
free garden we will encounter fewer problems not 
more, we will enjoy it more, be healthier and so will 
our planet. Tickets for the evening are £18 and are 
available from Burnetts, Mayfield High Street. There 
will be a cash bar and raffle. Tickets will give details 
of who to contact if you would like the vegetarian 
option or to enquire about menu ingredients. We sit 
at long tables so nobody has to sit by themselves. 
The first time I went to one of these events I was 
amazed by how friendly everyone was and chatted 
to lovely people I would never otherwise have met. 
Please come and be part of a very special evening.

SUMMER SHOW 2018 – Results in Next Month’s 
Newsletter!

Rosemary Bayliss mayfieldhorticulturalsociety@
gmail.com

GARDENING TIPS

On  4th July we visited Sedgwick Park, near 
Horsham, which I had not heard of previously. 
We were guests at a garden party sponsored by 
Investec whose logo is a zebra and a number of one 
& half size zebras lent a surreal air to the afternoon.

After a super tea we had a talk by the head of the 
National Garden Scheme which began in 1922 with 

an entry fee of one shilling (if you are old enough 
to know what that was). Sedgwick was one of the 
gardens that opened for the N.G.S. in that first year. 
The garden is 15 acres, the main feature of which 
is a water garden with 19 ponds designed by Sir 
Harold Petu. There is much more besides including 
lots of fine yew hedges, all sorts of sculpture, 



stone walls and terraces and a great view across to 
Chanctonbury Ring.

I recently did some research for a talk on the history 
of roses and came across some strange tales.

Marie-Joseph Rose Tascher de la Pagerie who 
was born in Martinique married the Viscompte de 
Beauharnais who was executed soon afterwards.   
She retired in poverty but soon caught the eye of 
a young general, Napoleon Bonaparte, whom she 
married in 1798.  While he was away campaigning 
she bought, with borrowed money, the Chateau de 
Malmaison and 650 acres. Dumped by Napoleon 
she devoted her life to the creation of an English 
garden. All this at the height of hostilities. She 
employed an English gardener named Howatson 
and many of her plants came from a nursery in 
Hammersmith, Lee and Kennedy, who had special 
passports to enable them to travel between 
England and France during the war! In one year they 
supplied Empress Josephine, as he had become, 
with the equivalent of £75,000 worth of plants. 
The British Navy had orders that if they captured 
any ship carrying plants for Josephine it was to be 
allowed to proceed. One can hardly imagine such 
goings on in the interests of horticulture during the 
Battle of Britain!

My garden, like many others, is looking a bit 
parched at the moment as many of the herbaceous 
flowers fade. Two areas are keeping things going. 
One is my gravel garden which is a thicket of 
steel blue sea holly, mauve verbena bonariensis, 
osteospernum and the silky tails of pennisetum. 
This bed has had no feeding or watering for about 
15 years bar cutting back in late winter and some 
spring weeding. Now that drought is back in fashion 
it might be worth considering such a bed which has 
the advantage that most plants are rabbit, deer and 
squirrel proof. The other area which is still colourful 
is an herbaceous bed which is full of crocosmia 
“Lucifer”. This is a tall, brilliant red, crocosmia which 
comes up every year with a minimum of trouble. It 
is probably better if divided regularly but this is not 
essential. The spectacular flowers last 3 – 4 weeks 
but do not repeat flower. Not to be confused with 
the common orange crocosmia or montbretia which 
will not perform without attention. There are some 
good smaller crocosmias in yellows and oranges 
but not as vigorous as Lucifer. “Solfatare” and “Star 
of the East” are good but slightly later and less 
hardy. Crocosmias are best planted as corms in the 
autumn.

John Logan

MAYFIELD BANDROOM..….THE LAST CHANCE SALOON

As a Ralph Vaughan Williams nerd, it came as a 
bit of a blow to discover this week that apparently 
the great man wasn’t that keen on writing for brass 
bands, which is definitely going to affect his ranking 
in my top ten composers list.

To be fair to him though, I am very much aware of 
the limitations of brass bands, as they will never 
have the variety of texture that an orchestra can 
deliver, or the timbre of vocal and choral music, but 
we are what we are, and we were here before he 
was born and we are still here now.

And thank goodness for that, because across the 
country in village halls and bandrooms just like 
our own, the brass band movement continues to 
plough its own furrow into which the seeds of this 
country’s musical heart are planted. Not only are 
brass bands the nursery for most top players, but 
they are also providers of amazing opportunities for 
idiots like me. As a teenager I was no different from 
any other, and in the general confusion of spots, 
sprouting hair, and the discovery of girls and prog 
rock, the few musical opportunities that came my 
way were squandered. Thus I came out blinking into 
the sunlight of adulthood as a talentless oik, with 

a guitar that I couldn’t play, envious of those that 
could. And that was that – the end of my musical 
life, outside of the shower – until that is, I strayed 
slightly too close to the Mayfield Band bandroom, 
and an arm came out of the door and dragged me 
in by the throat. And when they let me out again, 
I was living the dream. The music inside me that I 
thought was lost had been given a second chance 
at the age of 40 something. I was playing music 
in a band, playing an instrument alongside other 
musicians, playing tunes that I knew and loved, and 
playing tunes that I never knew I would love. It really 
was quite unbelievable. Seriously. OK, if this was 
a Google search on my musical life it might read 
“missing; fame, rock’n’roll”, but thank goodness 
for that. 

So if like me you were also a lazy long-haired 
(yes, don’t laugh) layabout teenager, think of the 
Mayfield Band as your musical last chance saloon. 
We can fill the hole that has existed in your life since 
you realised that superstardom had passed you by, 
and make you grateful that it did. Disabuse yourself 
of any notions of what would be good music or a 
good instrument to play. Music itself is the key. Just 
playing music in a band is what you need, and the 



joy of a brass band is that there is something for 
everyone to enjoy. And that’s why I still love old 
RVW – despite being a genius, he was a champion 
of amateur music making, whether he liked it or 
not, and understood that it was the heartbeat of 
the nation.

And as we approach the school holidays, if you 
are the parent of a 7/8 year old, or older, make 

September the time that you shove them through 
our door. You may then be able to avoid having 
a yob like me in your house through the teenage 
years. I don’t mean that we will lock them in the 
bandroom and not let them home until they are 
adults, although for the right price…….

Simon Rudge simon@mayfieldband.co.uk 872007

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

Next Branch Meeting will be at the Mayfield Cricket 
Club on Wednesday 26 September at 6.30 pm and 
will incorporate our AGM. Our speaker is Andy 
Saunders who will be talking about the story of the 
‘Battle of Britain’ fought in the skies above this area 
in WW2.

Simon Bellamy entertained us with the story of the 
relief of the siege of Malta during WW2 at our last 
meeting. Betsy Dixon, who was resident in Malta 
during this period, managed to attend. We have 
received feedback from her daughter who was also 
present who said…”I am writing to thank you so 
much, on behalf of Mum, for a wonderful evening 
on 13 June and an excellent talk on Malta. You were 
all so very welcoming and inclusive and I have to 
say, it was without doubt the most successful and 
happy time she has had out of the Home since 
she moved there in January. She was so thrilled 
with everything - seeing old friends, listening (and 
being able to hear clearly!) to Simon’s fantastic 
description of Operation Pedestal - and she hasn’t 
stopped talking about it since. So I cannot thank 
you enough - it always gives me huge pleasure to 
see her happy and you certainly all did that for her. 
Thank you.”

It was good to see some new faces at that meeting. 
We hope this continues. There is no commitment 
to join up! I think you would enjoy the evening in 

convivial surroundings with bar and pre-ordered 
supper.  Please telephone me or our secretary John 
Neal 872113 if you are interested or would like more 
information.

Royal British Legion Armistice and RAF Centenary 
Concert - Over 100 years ago Britain’s bravest 
were laying down their lives for the sake of future 
generations. Of those who returned many faced new 
battles at home. These included unemployment 
and homelessness – often on top of devastating 
injuries. In 1921 the Legion was founded to help 
these returning heroes. Thanks to the support of so 
many, the Royal British Legion has continued to do 
so ever since – caring for servicemen, women and 
their families whatever hardships they face.

As we mark the centenary of the Armistice ending 
WW1 and also the formation of the RAF, we cordially 
invite you to attend our celebration of these 
events at a concert featuring the Royal Marines 
Association Concert Band. Mayzing Choir will also 
be performing a few appropriate songs for this 
celebration on – Friday 19 October, at St Dunstan’s 
Church, Mayfield. 

More details to follow in the September Newsletter. 

Kevin Swaine 872197 / 07970 787465

MAYFIELD BUSINESS FORUM (MBF)

Due to the success of the England football team we had to postpone our July meeting. It was scheduled 
for the night of the England match against Colombia. We decided that it was better to postpone than risk a 
low turnout for our speaker. Judging by the viewing figures for the match, we made the right decision.

Apologies to those that were looking forward to attending. We will try to re-arrange for September. If the 
speaker is not available then, it will probably be next year. 

In the quiet month of August we will have an informal networking meeting on Wednesday 1st August. If 
attendees want to turn it into a social outing to mark the holiday season, then please let me know.

Roger Stone (872764) / 07776 144056 roger@rogerstoneconsultancy,com



MAYFIELD EVENING WI
Our summer event on Tuesday 14th August will be held at Deb Findlater’s house, 6-15 for 6.30pm. 
Members are asked to bring a plate of food to be pooled for all to enjoy. Savoury or sweet.

Data Protection Forms were enclosed in the last issue of the East Sussex WI News. Not all forms have been 
filled in and returned yet so could we have them returned as soon as possible.

‘The Power of Portraits’ Study day at the National Gallery on 30th November. If any other members would 
like to go please let us know. Cost £25 to be paid as soon as possible.

If you have any questions, please phone our secretary Berenice Blurton on 872039

Margaret Rae 

MONTHLY FOOTPATHS WALK

Join us for a summer bank holiday stroll on Sunday 
26th August along shady footpaths through local 
woodlands and meadows.

We will leave South Street car park at 10am for a 

2 hour walk. Any queries, please contact Deborah 
Dixon deborah.dixon@hotmail.co.uk

MAYFIELD BONFIRE BOYES AND BELLES

Thank you to everybody for your continuing support 
for our monthly Bingo Nights. These really do go 
from strength to strength, with new faces joining us 
all the time, so a big thank you goes out to those 
new faces that have joined us recently. It was great 
to see you all there, and I am glad you all enjoyed 
yourselves!

We are taking a summer break from our Bingo 
Nights but we will recommence them in September, 
date will be advised in the September issue of 
this Newsletter. Have a good summer everybody, 

and we look forward to seeing you all again in 
September.

We will be submitting an article in next month’s 
Newsletter, regarding our future fundraising events, 
but in the meantime, for further details, please feel 
free to contact me on 872057, or Mobile 07973 - 
727189, or by e-mail on :kevinleeves@btinternet.
com

Kevin Leeves

UP AND DOWN THE HIGH STREET 
S AND S STATIONERS

S and S Sattioners are delighted to announce they will be opening in Mayfield in September 2018 in the old 
Flamingo Trends shop. S and S Stationers will also be offering a 24 hour alteration service by Rosina Marks. 

AND they are in negotiation with the Post Office to open up a counter service soon thereafter.

Watch this space.....



ROSINA FABRICS
This is from Rosemary Leary who has now closed Rosina Fabrics after almost 31 years of happy trading in 
Mayfield. “I would like to thank all of my customers who have been in to see me to say goodbye and to 
wish me a happy retirement. Some wonderful things have been said to me which have made me feel very 
humbled. You have all been very kind and friendly so it has been easy to come into Mayfield and to serve 
you all in the shop and to help you as much as I could. I have made many friends and I think I know more 
about things going on in the village than I do about things in my own home town. Mayfield is lovely with so 
many different activities going on, quite remarkable for a small village. Something for everyone. I wish you 
all well and look forward to seeing some of you when I visit Mayfield.” 

Rosemary Leary

MARGARET AND JOHN NEVE
Invite you to join in their Golden Wedding Celebrations Sunday September 30th at the 10.15am Parish 
Eucharist in St Dunstan’s church. We will be renewing our vows and there will be a drink and piece of cake 
after the service. Pop along to an ‘open party’ from 2.30 til 5.30 in the Scout and Guide Hall, Mayfield and 
join us for a drink and some nibbles. Come and stay for as long as you like. No presents just your presence. 
You are welcome to join us at both

 THANK YOU
Following the death of my husband Bill, I want to thank the following truly marvellous people: Liz Maltman; 
Christine Currer; Nicole Currer; Rene Neeves; Angie Rowe; Paul And Natalie Thomson; Sandra and Mac 
Mclay; Sheila Hicks and David Newman. Their kindness has known no bounds. I also want to thank our 
friends at the Rose and Crown, our neighbours in North Street and the many Mayfield residents who sent 
me messages, cards and flowers.

Linda Baines

LONDON HOUSE BOOKINGS
Jeanette Hore has taken over London House bookings from Jo Woodliffe who has been filling in on a 
temporary basis. London House is a very convenient meeting place situated in the middle of the High 
Street with disabled access at the rear of the building. There are two good-sized rooms, a kitchen and toilet 
facilities so if you are thinking of holding a coffee morning, a lunch, an afternoon tea party or an evening 
gathering, whether it’s for the villagers or it’s a private event, do consider London House. Charges are a 
very reasonable £7.50 per hour or part thereof which includes lighting, heating and Wi Fi. Contact Jeanette 
via email:- londonhousemayfield@gmail.com or mobile 077 483 70717.

jOB VACANCY - MAYFACS ADMINISTRATION ASSISTANT

Job description

• Help develop and deliver intergenerational 
projects

• Develop and coordinate transport initiatives
• Assist in delivering and developing MAYFACS 

services
Person specification

• Have good and accurate organisational skills
• Ability to work on own initiative and as part of a 

team
• Ability to work and interact with people of different 

ages
• Knowledge of Mayfield and Five Ashes area and 

services available
• Good communication skills and familiarity with 

social media

• IT and telecommunication skills and eye 
fordetailThis role is for 10 hours a week, at £8.50 
per hour, working in the MAYFACS office at The 
Old Library and from home.

Entitlement to statutory paid holiday (pro rata).

Please write and tell us what you think you would 
bring to this role and include contact details for two 
referees.

Closing date: 1 September 2018; Interviews: w/c 
10 September 2018 Send to: Caroline Kemp at 
carolinemkemp@btinternet.com



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY - AUGUST 2018 ONWARDS
       

      AUGUST 
  Wednesday 1 Yoga - beginners  Scout & Guide Hall  10-
11.30am

Wednesday 1 Mayfield Business Forum Rose & Crown   6.30-8pm
   Informal networking  
         
Friday  3 Cricket week begins July 30, and ends on Friday August 3

   Mayfield Cricket Club
 
Monday 6 Yoga - intermediate  Scout & Guide Hall  9.30am

Monday 6 Yoga - gentle   Scout & Guide Hall  11.15am

Monday 6 Hearing aid maintenance Old Library   10am – 12pm

Monday 6 Yoga - intermediate  Scout & Guide Hall  6.45-8.15pm

Tuesday 7 Yoga - beginners  Scout & Guide Hall  10-11.30am

Tuesday 7 Yoga – chair-based  Scout & Guide Hall  12-1pm

Wednesday 8 Yoga - beginners  Scout & Guide Hall  10-11.30am

Wednesday 8 Mayfacs Tea & Chat  Five Ashes Hall  2.30 – 4pm

Sunday  12 Argos Hill Windmill open day     2 – 5pm

Monday 13 Yoga - intermediate  Scout & Guide Hall  9.30am

Monday 13 Yoga - gentle   Scout & Guide Hall  11.15am

Monday 13 Yoga - intermediate  Scout & Guide Hall  6.45-8.15pm

Tuesday 14 Yoga - beginners  Scout & Guide Hall  10-11.30am

Tuesday 14 Yoga – chair-based  Scout & Guide Hall  12-1pm

Wednesday 15 Yoga - beginners  Scout & Guide Hall  10-11.30am

Monday 20 Mayfacs trip to Bexhill TBC 

Monday 20 Yoga - intermediate  Scout & Guide Hall  9.30am

Monday 20 Yoga - gentle   Scout & Guide Hall  11.15am

Monday 20 Yoga - intermediate  Scout & Guide Hall  6.45-8.15pm

Tuesday 21 Yoga - beginners  Scout & Guide Hall  10-11.30am

Tuesday 21 Middle House Lunches Middle House   12.30pm

Wednesday 22 Yoga - beginners  Scout & Guide Hall  10-11.30am

Wednesday 22 Mayfield Horticultural Society summer outing to RHS Wisley  

Thursday 23 Poetry Group   Coach House Cottage 10.30 – 12.00

Thursday 23 East Sussex Hearing   Memorial Hall car park 10.30 – 3.30pm
   Resource Centre
   – mobile outreach service



  
Sunday  26 Mayfield monthly  Street car park   10.00 – 12.30pm
   footpaths walk South

Monday 27 Yoga - intermediate  Scout & Guide Hall  9.30am

Monday 27 Yoga - gentle   Scout & Guide Hall  11.15am

      SEPTEMBER   
Saturday 1 Slow Short Film Festival Memorial Hall & Mayfield TBC    
   School Concert Hall  TBC

Tuesday 4 Tuesday Afternoon Club Scout & Guide Hall  2.30 – 4.15pm

Wednesday 5 Mayfield Business Forum Rose & Crown   6.30-8pm

Friday  7 Mayfacs Lunch Club  Five Ashes hall  12.30 – 2pm

Sat/Sun 8 - 9 Argos Hill Windmill Heritage Weekend   TBC

Monday 10 Yoga - intermediate  Scout & Guide Hall  6.45-8.15pm

Tuesday 11 Yoga - beginners  Scout & Guide Hall  10-11.30am

Tuesday 11 Yoga – chair-based  Scout & Guide Hall  12-1pm

Wednesday 12 Yoga - beginners  Scout & Guide Hall  10-11.30am

Wednesday 12 Mayfacs Tea & Chat  Five Ashes Hall  2.30 – 4pm

Saturday 15 Boyes & Belles Carnival     TBA

Sunday  16 National village cricket Lords Cricket Ground  TBC
   cup final

Monday 17 Yoga - intermediate  Scout & Guide Hall  6.45-8.15pm

Tuesday 18 Yoga - beginners  Scout & Guide Hall  10-11.30am

Tuesday 18 Yoga – chair-based  Scout & Guide Hall  12-1pm

Tuesday 18 Middle House Lunches Middle House   12.30pm

Wednesday 19 Yoga - beginners  Scout & Guide Hall  10-11.30am

Saturday 22 “Know your Village Church” St. Dunstan’s Church 

Monday 24 Yoga - intermediate  Scout & Guide Hall  6.45-8.15pm

Monday 24 Mayfacs trip to Herstmonceaux    TBC 

Tuesday 25 Yoga - beginners  Scout & Guide Hall  10-11.30am

Tuesday 25 Yoga – chair-based  Scout & Guide Hall  12-1pm

Wednesday 26 Yoga - beginners  Scout & Guide Hall  10-11.30am

Wednesday 26 Mayfacs Tea & Chat  Five Ashes Hall  2.30 – 4pm

Wednesday 26 Royal British Legion
   Meeting & AGM  Mayfield Cricket Club  6.30pm

Thursday 27 Poetry Group   Coach House Cottage 10.30 – 12.00

Friday  28 Film on Friday       TBC 

Saturday 29 Mayfield Horticultural Society Supper   TBC 



       OCTOBER   
Wednesday 3 Mayfield Business Forum  Rose & Crown   6.30-8pm
   & High Street Retailers
   quarterly meeting     

Friday  12 Mayfacs Film on Friday     TBC 

Sunday   14 Argos Hill Windmill open day     2 – 5pm

Friday  19 Mayfield Horticultural Society talk    TBC 

Friday  19 Royal British Legion
   Armistice & RAF
   Centenary Concert  St Dunstan’s Church  TBC

Friday  26 MLHS: ‘Mayfield in WW1’     TBC 

Oct   24-27 Mayfield Community Play     TBA

      NOVEMBER   
Wednesday 7 Mayfield Business Forum Rose & Crown   6.30-8pm
   Presentation by Business
   East Sussex on business
   support and finance options

Friday  30 Late Night Shopping &  High Street   5-8pm
   Switching on of
   Christmas Lights 

Photo Credit: See Simon McLay’s Article

Photo Credit: Margaret and John Neve



PUZZLE PAGE

RIDDLES
This month submitted by children from Five Ashes C of E Primary School

1. Charlotte Poland – What sound does a road sweeper’s engine make? 

2. Evie Shepperson - What type of cheese guards a castle?

3. Poppy Neve - Knock knock. Who’s there? Doctor. Doctor who? 

4. Charlotte Poland – I am slimy but I am also hard. Wherever I am, my house is too. What am I? 

5. Teddie Brind – What do you call a bear with no teeth? 

6. Amy Packham – How do you get straight As? 

7. Poppy Neve – What do you call a camel with no humps? 

8. Tiegan Bell– Why was the Egyptian boy worried?

9. Roman Bitca – What did the cheese say to himself in the mirror? 

10. Charlotte Poland– Why did the golfer wear two pairs of trousers? 

11. Mavianne Munoz- I have four fingers and one thumb. I am not a hand. What am I?

Not to be outdone, your editors offer this one:

12. Why was Tigger staring intently into the loo bowl? 

THIS MONTH’S QUIZ

1. Who are said to be members of the 3-comma club?

2. What is acetylsalicylic acid’s more common name?

3. Who studied at Xavier’s School for gifted youngsters?

4. Bauxite is the main ore for which metal?

5. A Parliament is the term for a group of which birds?

6. Richard Nixon served as Vice President to which American President?

7. What distance is a rod and what other names can be used to describe this distance?

8. What does hyundai mean in Korean?

9. Whose father was Pepin the Short and his son Pepin the Hunchback?

10. Who made his last stand at Glenrowan, Victoria in 1880?
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LOCAL BUS TIMES 

Deveda Redman – Chairman
Fair Meadow Farm, Fir Toll Road, 
Mayfield, TN20 6NA
☎ 01435 872558
✉  deveda.redman@mayfieldfiveashes.

org.uk

Gill Weavers – Vice Chairman
September Cottage, Fletching Street,
Mayfield, TN20 6TE 
☎ 01435 872547  
✉ gill.weavers@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

Monica Aitken
Coldharbour, Lake Street,  
Mayfield, TN20 6PT
☎ 01435 872454
✉  monica.aitken@mayfieldfiveashes.

org.uk

Patricia Balfour
Knowle, Newick Lane,  
Mayfield, TN20 6RD
☎ 01435 872920
✉ patricia.balfour@mayfieldfiveashes.
org.uk

Tommy Buck
24 Southmead Close,
Mayfield TN20 6UJ,
☎ 07718 787748
✉ tommy.buck@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk 

Robert Fitzsimmons 
6 Westfield Close,  
Five Ashes, TN20 6LA
☎ 01825 830886 
✉  robert.fitzsimmons@mayfieldfiveashes.

org.uk 

Herb Hills
Old Warren, East Street
Mayfield, TN20 6TU
☎ 01435 872017 

Christopher Lilly 
Versyns Farm, Vale Road,  
Mayfield, TN20 6BD
☎ 01435 873631
✉ chris.lilly@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

David Miles
39 Mayfield Grange, Little Trodgers Lane, 
Mayfield, TN20 6BF
☎ 01435 873980
✉ david.miles@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

Rosemary Neal 
Hurst Hill, Rotherfield Lane,  
Mayfield, TN20 6ET
☎ 01435 872113 
✉  rosemary.neal@mayfieldfiveashes.

org.uk

Ian Parker
Meriden, Sunnybank Close,  
Mayfield, TN20 6TT
☎ 07971 979137 
✉ ian.parker@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk 

Eleanor McDonnell-Slater
1 Queensmount, Five Ashes,  
East Sussex, TN20 6LH
☎ 07952471126
✉  e.mcdonnellslater@mayfieldfiveashes.

org.uk

Julie Upton 
Little Hurst, Swife Lane, Broad Oak,  
Heathfield, TN21 8UX
☎ 01435 883404 
✉ julie.upton@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

Jeremy Watkiss
Cherry Tree Cottage, Coggins  
Mill Lane, Mayfield, TN20 6UT
☎ 01435 873844
✉ jerry.watkiss@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

PUBLIC OPENING TIMES
Monday  09.00 – 11.00
Wednesday  09.00 – 12.00
Friday 09.00 – 11.00

OFFICE ADDRESS
Mayfield & Five Ashes Parish 
Council
Old Manor House, High Street,  
Mayfield TN20 6AL

Tel  01435 873784
Fax  01435 873726
Email   clerk@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk
Web  www.mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

Councillor details

www.mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk



Answers:
  Riddles      QUIZ

1. Broom Broom!’     1. Billionaires (1,000,000,000)
2. MOATzzarella!     2. Aspirin
3. You just said it!’     3. Young X-Men (Marvel Comics)
4.  A snail      4. Aluminium
5. A gummy bear!’     5. Owls
6. Use a ruler!      6. Dwight D. Eisenhower
7. Humphrey'      7. 5 ½ yards (also known as a perch or pole)
8. Because his daddy was a mummy!'  8. Modernity
9. Halloumi!'      9. Charlemagne
10. In case he got a hole in one!'   10. Ned Kelly
11. A glove
12. Because he was looking for Pooh



St. Thomas’ Church Summer Fayre  photos by Sr Maria Dinnendahl

MayÞeld in Bloom

    



Design and production by Kingsline Solutions Ltd.

This page is for photos of Mayfield and Five Ashes and of local events.  
Do please send us your pictures to mayfieldnewsletter2012@gmail.com

MayÞeld Primary School visit to London
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THE CAST OF MYSTERY AT MAGPIE MANOR   Photo by Penny Kemp
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