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useful information 

LOCATION OF DEFIBRILLATORS
Five Ashes Inn - on the wall to right of pub entrance 

Woodhill Surgery - in the entrance porch 
Mayfield Primary School - on the wall by steps to main entrance 

 
Defibrillators are housed in weatherproof boxes and are accessible 24/7 

Full audio prompts guide you through as soon as you open the lid 
 

PLEASE FAMILIARISE YOURSELF WITH THESE LOCATIONS -  
IT COULD SAVE SOMEONE’S LIFE

NATWEST MOBILE BANKING SERVICE 

The service operates on Mondays (except Bank Holiday Mondays)  
from 1.15 to 2.15pm in the Memorial Hall overflow car park (near the Band Hut) 

 
MAYFIELD LIBRARY OPENING TIMES AS OF JANUARY 2017 

 

OPEN: Tues. 2.00pm–5.00pm, Thurs. 2.00pm–6.00pm, Sat. 10am–2.00pm. 
CLOSED: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, Sunday, Bank Holidays.

telephone numbers

When to call 111: If you need medical help fast but it’s not a life-threatening 
situation you should call the NHS 111 number. When you call 111, a trained adviser 
will ask you questions to find out what’s wrong, give you medical advice and direct 
you to someone who can help you, such as an out-of-hours doctor or a community 
nurse. 

If the adviser thinks your condition is more serious, they will direct you to hospital 
or send an ambulance. The call is free from landlines and mobiles.

Only call 999 in an emergency – for example, when someone’s life is at risk or 
someone is seriously injured or critically ill.

112 is the common emergency telephone number that can be dialled free of 
charge from any mobile phone in order to reach emergency services (ambulance, 
fire and rescue, police) whether in the U.K. or on holiday in Europe. The 112 
operator will be able to ascertain exactly where you are within a few seconds and 
the emergency services will be able to locate you. This is something that cannot 
necessarily be done by dialling 999 from a mobile phone.

Use 101 when you want to contact the police but it’s not an emergency – i.e. an 
immediate response is not necessary

 

REMINDER: MAIN NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION POINTS
 

Five Ashes Inn, Five Ashes Village Hall, Heal’s Farm Shop, The Shopping Basket,  
Pink Cabbage, Chiropody & Podiatry Clinic, Leppard’s Butchers,  

St. Dunstan’s Pharmacy, Middle House, Mace Stores, Public Library,  
Rose and Crown, plus several other premises around  

Mayfield where copies are available to browse.



WELCOME FROM THE EDITORS
 

“Yes I will spend the livelong day 
With Nature in this month of May; 

And sit beneath the trees, and share 
My bread with birds whose homes are there; 

While cows lie down to eat, and sheep 
Stand to their necks in grass so deep; 

While birds do sing with all their might, 
As though they felt the earth in flight.”

William Henry Davies

May, a glorious month when nature is pulsing with life all around us and one feels full of energy and joy and 
that all things seem possible. How privileged are we to enjoy this month in our beautiful villages with their 
wonderful surrounding landscapes. The celebration of May Day dates back to ancient times, when Romans 
celebrated the festival of Flora, the goddess of flowers and spring. In Britain, Celtic people celebrated the 
festival of Beltane on the first of May to mark the halfway point between spring and summer. Locally May is 
more than usually full of activities with the Mayfield Festival of Music and the Arts, the International Music 
Competition and of course the Mayfair which is one of the highlights of the Mayfield and Five Ashes’ year 
and one of the events which makes this community so special. You will notice in this month’s Newsletter 
a special section highlighting the Mayfair. (We plan to do something similar for the December edition 
regarding the Late Night Shopping Evening.) The Newsletter team will have a stall at the Mayfair and whilst 
we cannot promise to be festooned with garlands we would be delighted if any of our readers would come 
and say hello. We’d be very interested to hear your comments on the Newsletter and any ideas you have to 
make it better (or should we say, even better!).

By the end of the month sadly the Post Office will have closed. We do, however, thank Raj and his team for 
running the Post Office for us for the past three years. One suspects that it was mostly very hard work with 
little or no profit. Your editors are not privy to any “insider” knowledge so know no more than you do about 
what is happening though there are some rumours that it may be possible that there will be Post Office 
here still in the future. Let us sincerely hope so. The High Street is like a very fragile eco-system and we 
suspect that the absence of a Post Office and cash machine would probably deal a marked blow to many 
of our traders. So let’s keep our fingers crossed and in the meantime continue to support the High Street 
whenever we can. 

The Food Bank will also be closing later this month. One can take some comfort from the fact that 
fortunately it seems that very few of our residents are in such need that they have to use it. Nonetheless 
we would like to pay tribute to the kindness, selflessness and care of all those who have devoted so many 
hours to setting it up and running it. That degree of community spirit reflects so well on our parish.

“But I must gather knots of flowers, 
And buds and garlands gay, 

For I’m to be Queen o’ the May, mother, 
I’m to be Queen o’ the May” 

Alfred Lord Tennyson

Andrew Watson & Jeanette Hore Editors

 DEADLINE FOR COPY FOR NEWSLETTER
Copy should be submitted at the latest by noon 
on the 15th of the prior month. Early submissions 
are encouraged. Please send an email to 
mayfieldnewsletter2012@gmail.com with the 
name of your organisation or the topic of your copy 
in the Subject line; or deliver hand-written copy to 
The Shopping Basket (3, Station Road, Mayfield). 
Please show on all submissions the subject, name 
of author and a contact number in case of queries. 
Ideally type in Arial (not Arial Black) 11pt. 

For advertising copy (payment with copy please) 
contact Paul Woodley (873258) or email to 
paulwoodley.zagon@gmail.com or deliver to The 
Shopping Basket also by 15th of the prior month.

Unless otherwise stated the views expressed 
in MAYFIELD & FIVE ASHES NEWSLETTER are 
those of the contributors, and not of the Editors 
and Committee. The Editors reserve the right to 
omit, cut, or amend any contribution offered for 
publication.

Finally, unless otherwise stated, telephone numbers given are those for the Mayfield village area 
and therefore, if phoning from outside the area, should be prefixed with 01435.



MAYFIELD & FIVE ASHES PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING REMINDER

This year’s Annual Parish Assembly will be held in 
Mayfield Memorial Hall on 21 May at 19.30. This is 
not a council meeting but a meeting of the parish 
electors which by law, has to take place between 1 
March and 1 June each year. All electors are invited 
and can contribute to the agenda and debate 
current issues in the community so please come 

along and have your say. The meeting agenda will 
be issued on 9 May so any items you might like to 
discuss need to be sent in to the Parish Council office 
before that date. There will be a short overview on 
the new General Data Protection Regulations that 
will hopefully prove to be informative to any village 
clubs or societies.

ANOTHER MOAN ABOUT DOG MESS

There have been more complaints from residents 
about dog mess not being cleared up. This time 
there has been a big problem on the pavements in 
East Street. Most dog owners are responsible and 
clean up after their animals but a few are letting 
everyone down.

Dog fouling in public areas is anti-social. Dog waste 
is associated with a number of diseases including 
toxocariasis. Toxocara is a roundworm commonly 
found in dogs, and almost all puppies. Eggs from 
the roundworm are found in dog waste and the 
parasite can cause stomach upsets, sore throats, 
asthma and in some cases blindness. The eggs 
remain active in the soil for years, long after any 
dog waste has weathered away, so the risk isn’t 
always obvious.

If you are witnessed failing to clear up your dog’s 
waste, you will be offered a Fixed Penalty Notice. 
Similar to a speeding ticket, you have the option 
to accept this Notice and pay the fixed penalty of 
£75 within 14 days, or alternatively face prosecution 
in the Magistrates’ Court. The maximum penalty 
upon conviction is currently £1,000. Registered 
blind people are exempt. Not being aware that 
your dog, or a dog under your control, has fouled 
the land or not having suitable means to remove 
the dog’s waste are not reasonable excuses for 
failing to remove it.

Please be prepared and always carry a poop-scoop 
or bag. A variety of disposable dog fouling bags 
and scoops are available from pet shops and other 

retail outlets - although a carrier bag will suffice. 
Ensure the dog waste is removed in its entirety and 
that bags are tied up before disposal. The bags 
can be placed in both litter and dog bins within 
Wealden as well as your own household waste bin. 
Whoever is walking the dog is held responsible to 
clear up immediately after the dog on all land, both 
public and private to which the public has access. 
These areas include:

• Footways and adjoining verges 

• All highway and land maintainable at public 
expense

• Pedestrianised areas

• Churchyards

• Open spaces owned by various councils, 
registered social landlords, public authorities or 
charities

• Playing fields /recreation grounds/ public parks

• Public footpaths, bridleways and adjoining 
verges

• Beaches

If you come across an area with an amount of dog 
waste you can contact Wealden District Council by 
telephoning 01323 443322 who will send a street 
cleansing team out to clean & disinfect the area. 
Please try to keep an eye on problem areas and 
report anyone you spot not cleaning up after their 
dog.

WEALDEN LOCAL PLAN UPDATE 

You may already be aware that Wealden District 
Council (WDC) has now received advice from Natural 
England in respect of the impact of air quality on 
the ecology of the Ashdown Forest Special Area 
of Conservation. The advice makes suggestions on 
clarifications and additions to the Air Quality and 

Ecology Report produced by WDC’s consultants. 

WDC is working with its specialists to update the Air 
Quality and Ecology report including undertaking 
additional work. The Natural England advice will 
form part of the evidence base feeding into the 



Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) which will 
continue to be progressed. 

It is critical that the HRA is as comprehensive and 
robust as possible and having reviewed the Natural 
England advice, WDC estimates this will result in 
the need to revise the date for consideration by 
Council of the updated Wealden Local Plan by 
two months from its current date of 25 April and 
expect to deliver an updated Wealden Local Plan 
to Council by the end of June.

Until the Appropriate Assessment and the HRA 

is completed they will be unable to determine 
planning applications submitted to Wealden 
District Council that result in additional vehicle trips 
across the Ashdown Forest and these will continue 
to be held. They will also be expecting that 
neighbouring authorities will continue to review 
any planning applications that they receive which 
may result in additional trips across the Ashdown 
Forest to determine if this is the case and, where 
appropriate, screen these applications and conduct 
an Appropriate Assessment if required. 

FALSE TELEPHONE PREFERENCE SERVICE CALLS – NEIGHBOURHOOD ALERT

Fraudsters are cold-calling victims, falsely stating 
that they are calling from one of the well-known 
UK telecommunication service providers. They call 
victims claiming to provide a ‘Telephone Preference 
Service’ - an enhanced call-barring service, which 
includes barring international call centres. They ask 
victims to confirm or provide their bank account 
details, informing them that there is a one-off 
charge for the service. Victims instead see monthly 
debits deducted from their accounts, which they 
have not authorised. 

In all instances, direct debits are set up without 
following proper procedure. The victim is not sent 
written confirmation of the direct debit instruction, 
which is supposed to be sent within three days. 
On occasions when victims attempted to call back 
the telephone number provided they were either 
unable to be reached or the victim’s direct debit 
cancellation request was refused. During 2017, 
there were 493 Action Fraud Reports relating to 
this.

Protect yourself:

• There is only one Telephone Preference Service 
(TPS). The TPS is the only official UK ‘do-not-call’ 
register for opting out of live telesales calls. It 
is FREE to sign-up to the register. TPS never 
charge for registration. You can register for this 
service at http://www.tpsonline.org.uk.

• You will receive postal confirmation of genuine 
direct debits. If you notice unauthorised 
payments leaving your account, you should 
contact your bank promptly.

• Always be wary of providing personal information, 
or confirming that personal information the 
caller already claims to hold is correct.

• Always be certain that you know who you talking 
to. If in doubt hang up immediately.

If you have been affected by this, or any other type 
of fraud, report it to Action Fraud by visiting www.
actionfraud.police.uk or by calling 0300 123 2040.

ONLINE MARKETPLACE FRAUD ADVICE FOR SELLERS

Action Fraud has received several reports indicating 
that sellers of items on online marketplace websites 
are falling victim to fraud by bogus buyers. Typically, 
the bogus buyers contact the seller wanting to 
purchase the item for sale and advise they will 
be sending the requested amount via PayPal or 
other electronic payment method. The seller then 
receives a fake, but official looking email stating 
they have been paid more than the asking price 
and to send the difference back to the buyer’s bank 
account. In reality, no money has ever been sent to 
the seller; the bogus buyer has spoofed an email 
and purported to be an online payment company. 
All contact is then severed with the seller.

It is important to remember that selling anything 

could make you a target to these fraudsters. 
However those offering sofas, large furniture and 
homeware are particularly vulnerable.

• Don’t assume an email or phone call is authentic. 
Remember criminals can imitate any email 
address. Stay in control. Always use a trusted 
payment method online, such as PayPal, and 
have the confidence to refuse unusual requests 
for payment like bank transfers. 

• Don’t be rushed or pressured into making a 
decision.  Always verify that you have received 
payment from the buyer before completing a 
sale. 



• Listen to your instincts.  Criminals will try and 
make unusual behaviour, like overpaying, seem 

like a genuine mistake.

RAISING AWARENESS OF CLARE’S LAW

Sussex Police are carrying out a campaign to raise 
awareness of ‘Clare’s Law’. The Domestic Violence 
Disclosure Scheme (DVDS) enables people to 
apply for information about their partner’s (or ex-
partner’s) history if they’re concerned about their 
own safety. It also enables a concerned family 
member, friend, neighbour or colleague to apply 
for that information to protect someone they 
believe to be at risk of harm.

A disclosure means sharing specific information 

about a partner for the purposes of protecting the 
person in a relationship with them from domestic 
violence, and is known as a ‘Right to Ask’ disclosure.

To make a Clare’s Law application contact Sussex 
Police:

• Visit a police station or speak to any officer 

• Email 101@sussex.pnn.police.uk

• Phone 101

EAST SUSSEX WILDLIFE RESCUE AND AMBULANCE SERVICE

East Sussex Wildlife Rescue Ambulance Service 
has a series of presentations which can be given 
at schools, colleges, universities and community 
groups for a fairly modest fee for any interested 

organisations – the list and costs are on their 
website www.wildlifeambulance.org/how-you-can-
help/talks/

PARISH COUNCIL GRANTS:

Please note that the application deadline for Parish 
Council grants each year is 30 September for the 
following financial year. Information on how to 
apply and the application form can be found in 
the “Key Documents / Finance” section on the 

Parish Council website at www.mayfieldfiveashes.
org.uk. Alternatively contact the Parish Council 
office on 873784 for a copy of the grants policy and 
application form.

Parish Council meetings this month:

Meeting  Date Time Venue

Full Parish Council  Monday 14 May  19:30 Mayfield Memorial Hall

Planning Committee Monday 21 May 09:30 Parish Council Office

Annual Parish Assembly Monday 21 May  19:30 Mayfield Memorial Hall

Please note that minutes of meetings are available for viewing online at: www.mayfieldfiveashes.
org.uk and at the Parish Council Office.

Parish Council office opening hours

The office will be closed on Wednesday 30 May 2018 and Friday 01 June 2018.

Janna Todd Parish Clerk to Mayfield and Five Ashes Parish Council Old Manor House, High Street, Mayfield 
TN20 6AL 873784  Email: clerk@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk 



MAYFACS (Mayfield & Five Ashes  
Community Services)

Annual Meeting

Please do come and join us for a cup of tea & cake 
at 10am on Saturday 5 May in the Scout Hall. We’ll 
be showing a short presentation and there will be 
a chance to hear from some of the people who 
participate in our activities.

(Our apologies to Stephen Israel, the community 
play director, for scheduling this gathering at the 
same time as he is doing a talk in the church – it was 
unwittingly done!)

Tuesday Afternoon Club

If you think this group is just for the very senior 
members of our community – you’d be wrong!

This is for men and women over 60 and we have a 
very varied and interesting programme of activities 
– from talks, quizzes, musical entertainment to trips 
out. Plus, there is the most delicious afternoon tea. 
Where can you get all that for just £3 – the Scout & 
Guide Hall on the first Tuesday in the month from 
2.30 – 4.15pm.

Why not come along on Tuesday 1 May to a free 
taster session to see for yourself. For existing 
members reading this, why not bring a friend or 
neighbour along. The activity will be a quiz done 
in small teams with prizes on offer, and no, it won’t 
be too difficult! It’s a chance to chat and interact 
with one another. If you are reading this after the 
1st May why not schedule Tuesday 4 September in 
your diary for your free taster session when we will 
be having a talk from Rotherfield Wildlife A&E.

If you are also reading this and thinking, “I can’t 
get up the hill to it, or I have no transport into the 
village.” don’t let that stop you, give us a call and 
we can arrange transport from your home and back 
again.

Monthly Trips

Letters to sign up for these monthly trips are 
available in various places in the village as well as 
from us, via email if you wish. Just drop us an email 
and we’ll send a copy to you. We have space to take 
between 22 and 26 people each month (depending 
on number of wheelchairs) so there is plenty of 
space. The cost for the transport is £5 each, and 
the dates and venues are as follows all Mondays:

21 May Brighton 

25 June Alfriston  

30 July Hastings 

20 August Bexhill-on-Sea ¬

24 September - Hurstmonceaux Castle &/or 
Science Centre

22 October – Hillier’s Garden Centre early Christmas 
shopping as there are a range of other outlets here 
as well.

26 November – Ten Pin bowling at Hailsham (extra 
charges will be levied for this trip)

Computer Buddies 

We are in the process of redeveloping this initiative, 
but there are sessions available with two young 
people between 1pm and 2pm in Truffles Café on 
10, 17 & 24 May. Just drop in and see us.

Cinema Trips

Would you like to see some of the latest films, 
but don’t fancy going to the cinema by yourself 
or haven’t transport to get there? Would you 
be interested in going once a month on the 2nd 
Monday of the month to see a film? If you are then, 
please give Kaye Lucas a call. She is willing to co-
ordinate this group so please ring her on 873193 to 
have a chat.

Scrabble Group

This meets monthly group is on the move to Truffles 
Café on the third Friday in the month. Next meeting 
Friday 18 May.

Light Lunch Club

Come and join us for soup, roll, fruit and company 
on May 3 and June 7, 12 - 2pm Five Ashes Village 
Hall.

Middle House Lunches

If you would like to come to this lunch and are over 
65 please contact Ruth Daniells (865711). Please 
don’t book through the Middle House.

Contact Details – Shirley Holland or Alex Firrell

Most Mondays & Tuesdays - Old Library – next to 
the Memorial Hall (look for the new sign outside) 
Telephone: Shirley 07908 516 875 or Alex 07389 
050605 www.mayfacs.org.uk

Emails: manager@mayfacs.org.uk or admin@
mayfacs.org.uk; If you prefer to write, please leave 
a letter at The Shopping Basket



FEATURES
HISTORY OF Mayfield’s MAYFAIR

In 1260, in the reign of Henry III, Archbishop 
Boniface obtained a charter for a Mayfield Thursday 
Market and a three-day fair around St Dunstan’s 
Day (May 19th). It was a very early custom to fix the 
fairs on the day of the saint to which the Church was 
dedicated, as the people of the surrounding district 
gathered together for the Church festival and 
the business of the fair combined. The festivities 
would appear to have been fairly ribald reading 
this account: - “Simon Meopham, Archbishop of 
Canterbury 1328-1333, held a Provincial Synod at 
Mayfield to regulate festivals and holidays. The 
result of the meeting appears in a circular letter 
addressed by the Archbishop. In it he affirms that 
“holidays, which were designed for the promotion 
of God’s glory, are too often profaned by rioting 
and drunkenness and all manner of iniquity.” 

By the 16th century May games and Morris dancing 
were closely associated as were maypoles. (The 
first recorded evidence of a maypole in Britain 
dates back to 1350.) Traditional maypoles were 
rough-cut trunks of any tall, straight tree topped by 
garlands, but braiding maypoles with ribbons for 
dancers to hold dates only from the 19th century. 
Early accounts of May Day celebrations chiefly refer 
to the practice of going out into the countryside 
to gather flowers and greenery and ‘bring in the 
May’. Hawthorn (May) took centre stage at May 
Day celebrations - ‘Gathering nuts in May’ actually 
refers to ‘gathering knots of May’ to make May Day 
garlands and decorations. 

In the mid-19th Century children and chimney 
sweeps enjoyed the Mayfield May Fair celebrations. 
Children, who had “picked every sort of flower that 
we could get” covered a long pole thickly with the 
blossoms. “To that was tied the prettiest garland we 
could make, and in the garland sat a doll.” Chimney 
sweeps were given the three days as holiday. A 
young chimney sweep recalled: “We danced as well 
as ringing a bell and clashing together my sweep’s 
shovel and brush to make more noise.”

Fred Lester, in his book “Looking Back” describes 
“a lot of fun, a bit of fighting, crowds of people, the 
High Street full of cattle and horses, stalls by the 
convent selling nuts, gingerbread and homemade 
sweets, coconut shies and horse dealers running 
up and down cracking their whips and yelling 
themselves hoarse. One year Tom Collins livened 
the proceedings by riding at full speed bareback 
several times up and over the steps of the Royal 
Oak!”

It would seem that the Spring Fair was held in some 
form or other up to the 1920s, when thereafter the 
tradition faded away. A Gala was held in 1959 as a 
celebration of 200 years of Schooling in the village, 
and Maypole dancing was part of the festivities. 
The Mayfield Chamber of Commerce renewed 
the tradition in May 2007 and it has gone from 
strength to strength with the introduction last year 
of the meeting of the Green Man whose leafy face 
represents nature, fertility, and the cycle of death 
and rebirth - in the past played by our much loved 
Johnny Marsh - to do battle with the Frost Queen to 
ensure there will be summer. Under Simon Rudge’s 
direction there was an attempt at setting a record 
for the most dancers round a Maypole but counting 
was slightly haphazard. He is hoping to do better 
this year with an official headcount! Come and join 
the fun. 

We really hope that you enjoy the event.

The Mayfair Committee

P.S. Please note that the high street will be closed 
from 11am until 4.30pm on the 12th May for the 
Mayfair. A diversion for the bus route will be in 
operation during these hours be in place during 
these hours.

SUSSEX WILDLIFE TRUST

Going nuts in May

You could set your calendar by it. Around the first 
day of May our ancestors would step outside to 
find foamy white clouds erupting across the Sussex 
countryside; the hawthorn was blooming, spring 
was turning to summer. The sight was so visually 
stunning and so linked with the arrival of May 

that hawthorn became the only British plant to be 
named after the month in which it blooms. Well, the 
name hawthorn is derived from the Anglo-Saxon 
‘hagathorn’ (‘haga’ meaning hedge). I’m referring 
to that other name for hawthorn; May. 

Unlike the impetuous blackthorn, which flowers in 
March before it’s even bothered to grow leaves, 



the hawthorn is more dignified. It waits until it has 
clothed itself in its lobed leaf undergarments before 
it dons a resplendent gown of exquisite white 
flowers. This stunning costume and perfect timing 
meant hawthorn took centre stage at May Day 
celebrations and it partied with Green Men, Morris 
Dancers, Maypoles and May Queens.  ‘Gathering 
nuts in May’ actually refers to ‘gathering knots of 
May’ to make May Day garlands and decorations. 

Then, in the middle of the eighteenth century, 
tragedy struck. I don’t know about you but I get 
thrown into disarray twice a year when the clocks 
change. My life would have gone into meltdown in 
1752 as our whole calendar changed from Julian 
to Gregorian and we lost an entire 11 days. In this 
new timeline hawthorn now found itself late for 
the party, blooming around May 12th on the new 
calendar. 

It wasn’t the first time hawthorn had been cast 
aside. Superstitions dictated that bringing 
hawthorn indoors led to misfortune – even death. 
This could stem from the fact that hawthorn blooms 
release trimethylamine, which gives the flowers 

that unpleasant smell of cat’s wee and attracts 
pollinating insects. It’s also a chemical formed 
in decaying tissue and reminded people of the 
smell of Black Death – and nobody wanted to be 
reminded of that. 

Hawthorn folklore still continues. I remember at 
primary school being taught “Ne’re cast a clout ‘til 
May is out.” I translated this gibberish into the fact 
that you should keep your warm clothes on until the 
end of May. I’ve only just discovered that ‘May is 
out’ refers to hawthorn blooming. My clouts could 
have been cast weeks earlier.

But the world has changed since I was a nipper – 
we’re warming up. For a temperature-sensitive 
plant like hawthorn, the blooming times they are 
a-changin’. Hawthorn is responding by flowering 
up to two weeks earlier than it was three decades 
ago. It has crept back to bloom around May Day 
and is now more commonly seen flowering at the 
end of April. So this May Day get yer clout off, get 
out into the great outdoors and welcome the return 
of the real May Queen. 

Michael Blencowe - Learning & Engagement Officer

THE TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS OF A MAYFIELD FARMER - APRIL

At the end of the last update, we were waiting 
for our fencer to come and make a new outdoor 
area for our pigs using an old oil tank as an ark. 
But then the forecast suggested snow which threw 
everything up in the air.

We decided that our pregnant ewes would not 
survive outside (we are a bit soppy like that) so 
spent a day getting them in from the field into the 
temporary pen we had used for our lambs earlier in 
the month. This was a stressful process as we had 
to round up 40 ewes (with a 9 month old sheepdog 
who did very well all things considered) then split 
them into those that were ours and those that 
belong to the shepherd who rents our land for 
grazing and was happy to leave his on the field (no 
time for soppiness if you have over 1000 sheep!). 
We did successfully get all our ewes into the pen 
but we both ended up frozen, wet and pretty fed 
up with life and each other!

We then noticed that 2 of the ewes had what is 
known as “pink eye” - conjunctivitis in sheep – so 
we had to separate them from the rest of the flock 
– it is highly contagious – and get antibiotics into 
them. Luckily we spotted the symptoms before 
the snow so were able to get to the vet for the 
antibiotics. This was just as well because in the end 
all of our ewes needed treatment. 

We forgot all plans to move the young pigs to the 

new ark - our fencer’s tractor was stuck in a very 
wet field so couldn’t do the fencing we needed 
anyway. We utilised all our indoor barns as best 
we could with the young pigs and pregnant ewes 
but we had to leave some of our adult pigs in their 
outdoor pens; they all had dry arks with straw and 
we simply had no other indoor space for them. 
Farming is often about compromises and we felt 
this was the least risky plan. We trudged through 
the snow twice a day to take more straw, feed them 
and provide water – all the water pipes in the farm 
that normally provide automatic water were frozen 
– and all of them seemed fine. However we hadn’t 
anticipated the dramatic and rapid increase in 
temperature causing the snow to thaw incredibly 
quickly and turn a once very dry and warm ark into 
a very wet and cold puddle in the space of about 
an hour. This dramatic change in conditions caused 
great stress to one of our sows and she sadly died 
before we could rescue her. We know a number of 
other farmers had very similar issues. 

A few days later we noticed that one of our ewes 
appeared to be blind. This is a typical symptom of 
Twin Lamb Disease (TLD) where the ewe doesn’t 
produce enough nourishment for herself and 
her lambs. It is easily treated if caught early and 
we gave her the relevant high energy drink etc. 
However, she didn’t seem to respond properly. We 
got the experienced shepherd to look at her when 



he came to collect his sheep from our fields – he 
also felt it was TLD so we persevered. At this stage 
we were having to manually feed her mushed up 
pellets via a syringe four times a day. A few days 
later, the vet came to scan our cows (one of them 
is pregnant, two of them sadly are not) and he also 
felt it was TLD but we felt she had suffered enough 
so agreed she should be put to sleep. It was only as 
part of this process that the vet discovered the poor 
ewe had a horrible growth on her chest so it wasn’t 
TLD at all. Our only sadness is that she suffered for 
longer than necessary.

Farming can be brutal at times.

We are now looking forward to lambing which is 
one of the busiest but also most rewarding times of 
the year – let’s hope we get some spring weather 
to help us although as I write this the forecast is 
suggesting it might snow again. Surely not!

Fred and Madeleine, Cranesden Farm, Piccadilly 
Lane, Mayfield,  874756 farm@thegamesbarn.co.uk

TRAVEL NOTES

Did you notice the article in the news this month 
about customers who had lost considerable 
amounts of money by booking holidays online? 
Please be careful, as fraudsters are getting so 
clever these days. They are able to hack into 
reputable websites and change small details, such 
as website addresses, so that you may not even 
notice anything is amiss. For example, they may 
change the website from .com to .co.uk. I would 
do some research if you do not know the company 
you are booking through. Better still, book through 
someone local and trusted, like myself.

I must say that I am impressed by the number of 
quality hotels opening in Europe and the Med this 
year. I have long bemoaned the fact the best hotels 
are to be found in the Middle East and the Far East. 
However, a whole plethora of brand new hotels 
catering for specific needs, such as adult only, spa, 
family are springing up and I am adding them to 

my list as soon as I hear about them. For example, 
in September, the adult only Amavi is opening in 
Cyprus. Looks fabulous.

Qatar Airways has added flights from Gatwick 
Airport commencing 22 May 2018, with destinations 
such as Malaysia and Vietnam, which is good news 
as they have good fares and connect worldwide in 
Doha.

Did you know that I am constantly doing training 
courses and now have certificates to prove I am 
an expert on many destinations? Coupled with my 
extensive travel, I am best placed to help you. In 
case you missed this, I have recently visited Costa 
Rica, Botswana, Borneo, India . I am keen to send 
you to these places that I have absolutely loved!

Liz King - Bespoke Travel - 01273 474273 liz@
lizkingtravel.co.uk

THE JOINT AND BACK CLINIC

HOW CHILDREN GROW

‘Osteopaths just treat bones’ at least that’s the 
common misconception. The choice of a name for 
the profession has been regretted by osteopaths for 
a very long time. It limits for many people, what we 
are ‘perceived’ to do and our areas of competence. 
Osteopaths treat lots of things - joints, muscles, 
ligaments, arms, legs, shoulders etc… a very much 
long list or problems and conditions. There used 
to be a wall poster that osteopaths could put up 
in their practices which along with an eye-catching 
picture plaintively stated ‘Osteopaths don’t just 
treat backs’; I am not sure it worked.

How osteopaths treat and assess patients varies 
according to a lot of factors including age. One of 
the issues that causes problems is how we grow, 
specifically going from small babies to large adults. 

When we are in the womb our bones are quite soft, 

although the process of forming bone or ‘ossification’ 
starts at around 6 to 7 weeks of embryonic life. Large 
amounts of cartilage and the special cells that make 
cartilage called ‘chondrocytes’ are present in the 
bones. As development occurs these chondrocytes 
enlarge, die and are replaced by other specialized 
cells called ‘osteoblasts’ carried in through the 
bones’ blood supply. These change the cartilage 
into mineralized bone (adding calcium) from the 
diet and so creating the hard bone we know. 

This process initially occurs within long bones 
like the femur (in other shaped bones it occurs 
differently) around the middle of the bone in what 
is called the ‘Primary Centre of Ossification’. As 
this centre is cooking away happily, at the same 
time, just below the joint at either end of the long 
bone, there is a special zone called an ‘epiphyseal 
plate’. Here the cartilage forming cells continue to 
function long after the centre of ossification in the 



bone shaft is largely calcified. At the same time in 
these ‘plates’ the osteoblastic cells also continue to 
work. This process proceeds into the teenage years 
and later and so bones grow longer, from the two 
ends….. and we get taller. The process ends earlier 
in girls than boys due to hormonal and growth 
factor reasons way beyond the scope of this article.

There are quite a few problems that can occur in 
growth e.g. Achondroplasia. This is where there is 
an issue with cartilage formation its more commonly 
called dwarfism. Another is Osgood-Schlatter’s 
disease which affects the growth plate at the top 
end of the shin bone/ inferior knee. Here stress 
from the quadriceps muscles in the front of the 
thigh pulls on the tendon, then bone and adjacent 
growth plate which is still forming cartilage and 

bone so it’s soft and malleable, deforming it. 
This occurs in teenage sporty types and is more 
common in boys, especially when they are growing 
rapidly in puberty.  Problems can also exist with 
diet. In extreme cases, childhood restricted diet 
can stunt growth and cause other issues like rickets, 
which you may think would not occur in the UK 
but do, especially if parents make children adopt 
certain diets which are limited in calcium, minerals 
and protein.

If this article has been of interest to you and you 
would like further information or advice, please 
contact me on 07939129626 or www.jointandback.
com Nigel Kettle Registered Osteopath The Joint 
and Back Clinic

FIRST WORLD WAR CENTENARY
MAYFIELD AND THE GREAT WAR - NO. 50 - MAY 2018

The German Spring Offensive along the Western 
Front had advanced many miles at certain sections 
of the front and yet fallen short of any decisive 
victory. The Allies, in some places, had retreated to 
secure secondary positions, in others, been forced 
to surrender ground and elsewhere had successfully 
resisted the German Army. The Channel Ports and 
important railway bridgeheads had been denied to 
the German Army. 

There are three names recorded on the Mayfield 
and Five Ashes War Memorials for May 1918. 
Lieutenant Hatton Charles R. Conron. Royal Air 
Force. 205th Squadron. Hatton was reported 
as missing in action 18th May 1918 aged18. He 
is commemorated on the Arras Flying Services 
Memorial, Pas De Calais. He was born 28 October 
1898 at Berkeley Lodge, West Hill, Putney. He 
failed the entrance to Sandhurst, owing, the written 
source claims, to the rather dubious fact that his 
chest measurement did not meet the required 
standard. Anxious to get into the Army he enlisted 
with the Artists Rifles Regiment, but by late 1917, 
keen for front line service had applied to join the 
Royal Flying Corps. His sparse RAF service records 
reveal that his parents lived at Crosleslie, Mayfield 
(no longer a known address) and that over the 
course of 6 months with the RFC he had been 
commissioned as Lieutenant. In early April 1918 he 
was posted to France for a further month of training 
with 205th Squadron and made his first flight over 
enemy lines on 5th May 1918. He participated in 
several daily bombing raids on Chaulnes railway 
station during May and had experienced engine 
failure on one mission. On May 18th he once more 
joined an attack against Chaulnes and his aircraft 

again developed engine trouble, losing height; 
separated from his squadron, he was exposed and 
attacked by multiple enemy aircraft. One of his 
fellow pilots saw his aircraft burst into flames and 
reported ‘it collapsed and went down like a ball of 
fire’. He was recorded as ‘missing’ at Quesnel and it 
assumed that he as well as his Observer, was killed. 
His body was never recovered. Both parents died 
in 1919, recorded in the Uckfield Register which 
suggests that they were still resident in Mayfield at 
that time. 

Maurice Edward Grant. Private 1st Battalion 
Welsh Guards. Service No 3814. Maurice died 
from Lobar Pneumonia 18th May 1918 aged 19 
and is buried at Mont Huon Military Cemetery, 
Le Treport, France. He was born in 1899 at Birch 
Grove Lodge, East Grinstead. By 1911 the family 
was living at Twitts Cottage, Five Ashes, where 
his father was a Domestic Gardener and Maurice 
a schoolboy. Maurice’s service records have not 
survived although it is known that he enlisted in 
the Welsh Guards in March 1917. Some 12 months 
later it is probable he was with the 1st Battalion at 
the successive Battles of St Quentin, Bapaume and 
the First Battle of Arras. The Guards Division was 
amongst the British Army troops confronted by 
overwhelming German forces in late March 1918 
and suffered from the largest artillery bombardment 
of WWI; attacks which included poison gas shells. 
This latter point may be telling as Maurice died in 
hospital 18 May 1918 from Lobar Pneumonia. Most 
pneumonias are caused by bacteria and viruses but 
can also be caused by inhaling toxic chemicals that 
damage the lung tissue. Maurice’s mother Annie 
died in 1938, as recorded in the Tonbridge Register. 



His father James, in 1939 was still living in Wadhurst 
and working as a jobbing gardener. 

Jesse Buck. Private: 1/5 Royal Sussex Regiment. 
Service No listed as 2935 and later renumbered T/ 
240751. Jesse died 25th May 1918 aged 28. He is 
buried in Staglieno Cemetery, Genoa. Italy. Jesse 
was born 1894 in Rotherfield/Jarvis Brook to Herbert 
(Farmer/Poultry Keeper) who had many farming 
connections in the Rotherfield/Jarvis Brook district, 
and Alice (nee Hoath). The family lived at multiple 
addresses in Rotherfield over the years, and by 
1911 census records reveal an address of Pinehurst 
Cottage, Jarvis Brook. Jesse, the eldest son, was 
employed by his father as a Poultry Man. Jesse was 
serving with G Company RSR (T) at the outbreak of 
war. His service records have not survived although 
from other sources it appears that he was wounded 
in August 1916 and authorised to wear the ‘Wound 
Stripe’. In November 1917 the 5th (Cinque Ports) 

Battalion RSR, by then reorganised as a Pioneer 
Battalion, was deployed to Italy where it remained 
until close to the end of the war when it moved into 
Austria. In May the battalion continued its April 
work on roads and mule tracks until relieved on 
21st May, when the battalion eventually moved to 
Cosmo where it rested/ trained until the end of the 
month. Jesse died on the 25 May 1918 possibly as 
a result of an accident or that he had contracted a 
fatal disease. All records researched provide Jesse’s 
home address as Walliss Farm, Mayfield (Bassetts 
Lane) at the time of death, although it is unclear if 
this is accurate. He is also commemorated on the 
War Memorials of Crowborough and Jarvis Brook. 

This is an abridged article, the full article can be 
read at the Mayfield RBL website: http://branches.
britishlegion.org.uk/branches/mayfield/mayfield-
five-ashes-and-the-great-war

Brian Oldfield & Carole Stilwell

OUR SCHOOLS
NEWS FROM FIVE ASHES CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL

During March, Oak Class enjoyed lunch with Neal 
Baker, a local geologist and STEM ambassador. 
STEM ambassadors are volunteers from Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics related 
jobs and disciplines across the UK. Neal came to 
visit the class to share his fascinating rock and fossil 
collection, to conduct some experiments, and to 
discuss future career possibilities with the class. It 
was without a doubt a thought-provoking lunch 
hour that was very much enjoyed by all.  

In March our pupils all took part in a fantastic 
photography workshop. During the workshop 
the pupils photographed each other using a 
professional digital camera in a photographic 
studio that was assembled in our very own hall. The 
children learnt about the equipment required in 
a photography workshop, how to create the best 
lighting for photographs and how to capture the 
perfect angle for a portrait. The pupils and staff had 
a wonderful time during the workshop and were 
dazzled by the stunning photographs that were 
captured during the day. 

Another memorable event which took this term 
was our Easter production of ‘The Selfish Giant’ 
by Oscar Wilde in Five Ashes Village Hall. All the 
pupils in the school, from Reception to Year 6, were 
involved in the production which contained acting, 
dancing and singing. We certainly felt very proud 
of the children for the hard work they put into the 
fabulous performance and would like to thank Mrs 
Prior for supporting us in making the production 
such a success and for transforming the hall with 
her beautiful scenery. 

   

As well as the Easter production, all our pupils 
took part in a sponsored Easter Egg Race which 
was organised by The Friends of Five Ashes. 
Thankfully, the sun shone on our playground during 
the afternoon of the race, making it even more 
enjoyable. We would like to say a big well done to 
Sonny, the overall winner of the Egg Race and to all 
of the year group champions: Tommy in Reception, 
Amelia-Lily in Year 1, Maisie in Year 2, Isla in Year 3, 
Roman in Year 4, Oliver in Year 5 and Mavianne in 
Year 6. 

This term The Friends of Five Ashes also organised 
an end of term Movie Night which the children 
thoroughly enjoyed - the choice of films and food 
available were very well received indeed! We would 
like to thank the Friends for organising yet another 
spectacular event. 

“I loved the film, I watched Paddington 2, and I 
was so comfortable when I was watching it because 
we put the mats out all over the floor in the hall.” 
Poppy

“I really liked all the food – especially the popcorn! 
The evening was a lot of fun!” Roman

“I had a great time! My favourite part was eating 
the delicious hot dogs and being able to spend 
time with my friends after school.” Oliver

Hannah Stanfield



NEWS FROM MAYFIELD CE PRIMARY SCHOOL

Creativity, flexibility, expression in many forms and 
lots of team work definitely characterised the last 
part of our Spring Term 2018! Despite the number 
of years that we teach, the children never fail to 
inspire and amaze us with their creations, ideas 
and very individual ways of approaching the same 
challenge! Undoubtedly, this was reflected in the 
Easter bonnets from our younger children and the 
egg scenes produced by those in KS2.

On the very last day of the spring term we were 
treated to a traditional Easter Bonnet parade in which 
the children from Robins, Pipits and Bramblings 
classes and Mayfield Pre-school proudly displayed 
the millinery treats that they and their families had 
been working on. Bright colours, decorated eggs, 
chicks, bunnies all were represented in a myriad 
of ways as they were paraded around the hall on 
children’s heads to the sounds of spring-like music 
- those privileged to witness the spectacle were 
truly amazed! The most difficult task, as always, fell 
to our judges (Mrs Debbie Bennett, our Executive 
Headteacher and Fr. Nigel Prior) who had to choose 
the winning entries.  Our lucky finalists from each 
class were: Evelyn Blake-Hatton, Hanna Williams 
and Ava Sayers. Well done to all of them!

Of course, the older children also thrive on the 
opportunity to exercise their creativity and each year 
they are challenged to make an egg scene. Around 
the hall, boasted the products of their hard work 
– the ‘eggs factor’, ‘eggsam season’, ‘eggspected 
level’ and even one in cake form were some of the 
‘eggsamples’ on show!  Again the judges had a 
very difficult choice, but in the end, selected Toby 
Reynolds, Lucy Robinson and Eloise Chandler as 
the winners. In combination with these two events, 
we also like to use this time to exhibit children’s 
art work, which each year has a spring focus. Each 
class have a board on which to showcase paintings 
and drawings, reflecting the theme and providing 
a vehicle for their work to reach a wider audience.  
This year, the children used a range of media such 
as acrylic paints, printing inks, pastels and crayons 
and immersed themselves in the opportunity to 
explore the capacity of the medium presented to 
them.  The gallery provides such a good backdrop 
to our other creative activities at this time as well 
as providing the children with a different purpose 
and audience. As well as this, the children also 
decorated papier-mâché bird houses or wooden 
eggs which were exhibited too and available for 
parents to purchase if they chose to.  We are grateful 
to Mayfield Girls School for lending display boards 
to us for this event. And of course, we appreciate 
all the time and effort members of FOMPS make 
to ensuring this is a positive experience, and of 
course, providing a very ‘chocolaty’ raffle to raise 
further funds for the school. Much appreciated!

Being a C of E primary school, it is very important 

that we facilitate opportunities for the children to 
gain and deepen their knowledge of the Lent and 
Easter period in the Christian faith.  To this end, our 
RE lessons across this period reflect this priority as 
does visiting St Dunstan’s for a special Lent Service 
led by Father Nigel.  This all culminates in an Easter 
play which, at our school, is traditionally performed 
by the youngest children in KS2, who are in Skylarks 
class (year 3).  The chosen play was ‘The Three 
Trees’ which tells the story of these characters who 
have big dreams to be the very best they can be.  
When they are cut down, they are disappointed to 
discover they are going to be used for very ordinary 
things – a feeding trough, a small fishing boat and 
to be put in storage.  Of course, they become very 
central to the life of Jesus and do achieve their 
dream – his newborn cradle, the boat in which he 
calmed the waters for the fishermen apostles and 
lastly the cross on which he died. Throughout the 
performance, the Year 3 children, alongside their 
teaching staff, showed how much effort, time 
and care they have put in to making sure that 
their performance was the very best it could be. 
Throughout, their audience of peers and family 
members were treated to a polished, expressive 
and very engaging play which made clear the 
central messages of Easter and those connected 
with the life of Jesus. Skylarks impressed by the way 
they worked together, each knowing their role well, 
spoke so clearly and acted expressively. Well done 
to each one of you!

Once the snow disappeared, it gave us the 
opportunity once again to continue our sports 
programme. We are very proud of our two tag rugby 
teams who went to play in a Heathfield Schools 
competition and demonstrated their growing skill 
level within this game. Our A team came 3rd and 
our B team came 5th out of 7 schools. We are now 
looking forward to all the sporting opportunities 
that are offered in the summer term both within 
and outside of school time as well as in competitive 
events.

As ever, we are always looking for volunteers, 
particularly to support the children’s reading 
progress. Reading is such an important skill to 
have and we would welcome those who would 
like to join with us in sharing in the journey of our 
young people as they experience so many different 
worlds and ideas through the written word. If you 
are interested, please do contact Mrs Gould in the 
school office for further details.

We will leave you with the words of Dr Seuss: “The 
more you read, the more things you will know. The 
more that you learn, the more places you’ll go.”

Sian Collison



OUR CHURCHES
COLKINS MILL CHURCH

We are hosting a table in the village at the Mayfair 
on May 12th. Please come and say hello.

19th May we have Café Church. This is an informal 
service with breakfast served. If you are curious to 
find out more about us pop in any time from 9.45. 
For the rest of the month of May we have our regular 
services. We have a morning service at 10.00am 
every Sunday. This is an informal style of worship 
and we love to have visitors along even if it is just to 
see what is happening. We have a Sunday School 
for children during the main talk. At the end of the 
service, or sometimes all the way through, we offer 
tea and coffee and a snack. On the second and 
fourth Sunday of the month we take communion 
together. On the fourth Sunday of each month 
we have our Causeway Celebration. This is a time 
where people with special needs can come and 
join in with a craft activity, sing songs, have tea and 
snacks and listen to a short talk based around the 
Bible. This is from 6.00 pm. We always welcome 

everyone to this celebration so please feel free 
to come along. Also if you think this is something 
you would like to help at please contact Phil or Liz 
Keene on 873469. 

COGS runs on a Thursday and Friday evening. On 
Thursday it is for year 4 to year 6 and on Friday 
from year 7 onwards. Lots of games, fun and a 
Christian themed talk. If you want to know more 
please contact Judy on 873194. Midweek we have 
housegroups one on a Wednesday morning and 
one on a Wednesday evening. These are held in 
private homes. If you are interested in coming along 
to one of these please contact Liz Keene for the 
morning (873469) or David and Terry Steinegger for 
the evening (872635).

We are a praying community so if you would like 
us to pray for anything do make contact. Call 
Terry Steinegger on the above number or email 
terrysteinegger@me.com.

ROUND AND ABOUT OUR VILLAGES
MAYFIELD & FIVE ASHES TO ENTER PARISHES IN BLOOM COMPETITION 2018

Recently the Mayfield Business Forum and High 
Street retailers/businesses met to discuss ways to 
increase footfall into the village and thus trade for 
the hard-pushed shops in particular but businesses 
generally.

One idea was to enter, and of course win, a best 
kept village or best floral village-type competition. 
It has been decided to enter the “Parishes In 
Bloom” competition this year which is a pilot 
scheme set up by Britain In Bloom to encourage 
parishes which either have never entered this type 
of competition or haven’t for some years. Time is 
fairly tight to get this organised as judging will take 
place between 15th June to 13th July. The Parish 
Council is fully behind this project. The committee 
is hoping as many businesses and residents who 
have frontages onto the High Street will really get 

involved in this competition and weed untidy areas, 
plant up tubs in front of their premises and most 
importantly water and maintain them. If any shops 
do not have ready access to water but would like 
to have tubs/planters we can arrange for this to be 
done. Equally, if anyone on the High Street would 
like to take part but could do with some help or 
advice please let us know via the Newsletter email 
address:- mayfieldnewsletter2012@gmail.com.

Although this competition will primarily involve the 
High Street, the outside of the Memorial Hall, the 
Primary School, Fletching Street, the South Street 
car park including the allotments, South Street, 
West Street and the centre of Five Ashes including 
the Sensory Garden, we do hope all residents will 
feel enthusiastic about this.



WATERYARD THEATRE GROUP: ALL THE WORLD’S A STAGE…ESPECIALLY IF IT’S 
MAYFIELD!

As part of the 
Mayfield Music 
Festival, on 
Saturday 5th 
May Stephen 
Israel (Director 
of the Mayfield 
C o m m u n i t y 

Play & Joint Artistic Director of the award winning 
Sussex theatre group, The Company) will be 
giving a talk in St Dunstan’s Church about site-
specific theatre - projects that are designed to be 
performed in a particular setting, which can be 
anywhere but in a theatre (unless the theatre was 
used site-specifically!).

This will not be a sit down and listen event - it will be 
fun, interactive and immersive, and will give you an 
understanding of how a non-theatre space can be 
used to greatest effect, when used in site-specific 
performances.

Venue: St Dunstan’s Church

Price: £5 (tickets available from Burnett’s Estate 
Agent)

Time: 11am - 12pm on Sat 5th May (10.30am for 
coffee)

For info: http://www.mayfieldfestival.co.uk/events/
all-the-worlds-a-stage/www.thecompanyuk.com

MAYFIELD ART TRAIL

May 4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13  - Studios Open 11am – 5pm

You are invited to experience an Art Trail in and 
around the village where you will be able to enjoy 
a wide range of art produced by local Mayfield and 
Five Ashes artists including, paintings, prints, mixed 
media, sculpture, ceramics, furniture, woodwork, 
photography, textiles and jewellery.

Ten venues can be found in or within easy walking 
distance of the High Street and there are also two 
near Five Ashes which must not be missed; Almond 
Barn, and the Hospice in the Weald Furniture Shop 
as well as a small cluster of artists in the Lake St/
Pennybridge Lane area.  Visiting the studios will 
give you the chance not only to browse but to talk 
to the artists about their work and processes which 
may prove inspirational for you personally. The Art 

Trail is always looking for new artists in and around 
Mayfield.  Refreshments will be available at some 
venues. 

F u r t h e r 
information and 
a map can be 
seen on www.
mayfieldartists.
org.uk  Leaflets 
can be found 
in the following 
shops: Hullabaloo, Truffles Bakery, The Pink 
Cabbage, Mayfield Chiropody and Podiatry, Pople 
Opticians and Burnett’s. A larger map and display 
can be seen in St Dunstan’s Pharmacy window.

Barbara Murray

STOP PRESS 

One of our finest local and national portraitists 
Daphne Todd, OBE, is displaying a small ‘vignette’ 
of her work in and around the north aisle of St 
Dunstan’s window area. Please come and see her 
pictures during the three week-ends of the ‘Art 

Trail’ to coincide with our Festival of Music and 
Celebration of the Arts. How privileged we are to 
look and learn from her. 

Fr. Nigel 

MAYFIELD FESTIVAL OF MUSIC AND THE ARTS

Saturday 28th April - Sunday 13th May

There are still tickets available for most of the events 
publicised. The programme this year has something 
for everyone with Kidenza workshops for children, 
poems from two acclaimed poets, Jonty Driver 
and Isobel Dixon, chamber music, choral works, 

and the chance to see musical stars of the future 
perform in the Tunbridge Wells International  Music 
Competition. For Frank Sinatra fans and for those 
yet to discover the American songbook, an evening 
with the Robert Habermann Trio is the one for you. 
We are also lucky to have James O’Donnell, one 
of the country’s leading organists and conductor 



of the Westminster Abbey Choir for an unmissable 
programme including works by Bach, Byrd and 
Mozart. Please see www.mayfieldfestival.co.uk for 

full information and tickets.

Barbara Murray

MAYFIELD CRICKET CLUB

Mayfield Cricket Club begins its 2018 season with 
four Saturday league sides, a Sunday side playing 
social cricket, and youth teams entered in various 
age groups from U11 through to U15. The club caters 
for players of all abilities, ages and both sexes, with 
an ever-growing number of girls involved in both 
the colts and senior sections of the club. MCC has 
entered competitive teams in T20 competitions 
and the National Village Knockout Cup, more of 
which later, and has a full slate of Sunday fixtures 
this summer, where the cricket played is of a slightly 
more relaxed nature. MCC is a happy, welcoming 
club, always on the lookout for new players of 
any age, so if you’ve an interest in playing cricket, 
please do get in touch.

MCC’s first team plays in the second division of the 
Sussex Premier League and have set themselves 
the goal this season of being promoted to the first 
division. Below the standards set at County cricket 
itself, the sport played at this level gets no better 
– and in an effort to ensure promotion, the club 
this season has secured the services of 21 year old 
Nisal Francisco, a high quality Sri Lankan opening 
batsman and leg spin bowler. Nisal has played first 
class and List A cricket in Sri Lanka and is a truly 
exciting prospect for the club. MCC’s second 
eleven, this year mainly made up of highly skilled 
and talented youngsters, many of whom will look 
to secure first team places in future years, have 
the exciting Australian batting all-rounder Joshua 
Whitfield joining them this season. The second 
team play in division 5 of the Sussex Premier League 
and will look to overturn a disappointing 2017 
campaign, which saw them drop out of division 4 of 
the Premier League.

Both the first and second teams play home games 
at the Wellbrook Ground, tucked away behind the 
trees just off the Mayfield roundabout. A wonderful, 
oak-framed clubhouse with bar, excellent changing 
facilities for the players, free wifi, and Sky TV 
available in the lounge area, the clubhouse has a 
large decking area from which to view the cricket 
and a safe children’s play area for the youngsters to 
run around in. 

MCC’s third and fourth teams play Saturday cricket 
in the East Sussex Cricket League, in divisions 9 and 
13 respectively. These teams offer a good standard 
of cricket for up and coming youngsters and 
wizened old pros alike, and home games are played 
at the club’s second cricket ground at Stonegate.

Mayfield Cricket Club offers 16 weeks of junior 
cricket training sessions beginning April 27th 
and finishing on August 10th, for reception age 
through to year 6 (5pm – 6pm), and year 6 to year 
11 children (6.15pm – 7.15pm), at the Wellbrook 
ground on Friday evenings. The youngsters are 
trained by County level cricket coaches (all of 
whom are ECB qualified and DBS checked) many 
of whom are members of, and players at the club, 
and the sessions have proven highly popular. The 
cost of junior membership and the training sessions 
is just £80, which includes social membership at 
the club for the parents, all match fees and a free 
playing/training shirt. Discounts are available for 
participating siblings.

The club has, for the seventh successive season, 
entered a side in the National Village Knockout 
Cup, the final of which takes place at Lords on 
September 16th. Mayfield has, in recent seasons, 
enjoyed considerable success in this time-honoured 
competition and a place in the finals is not beyond 
the realms of imagination! Indeed, last season the 
club lost a very close game to Reed Cricket Club 
who themselves went on to win the final, so we’re 
optimistic of another strong run this summer. If 
you’d like to support your village side in any of 
the competitions and leagues we have entered 
this year, including the NVKO Cup, dates of home 
fixtures will be published on the club’s FB page, 
the Mayfield village FB page, the Mayfield & Five 
Ashes Newsletter and other social media, so come 
along and get behind your club!

Finally, the club has an ever growing list of social and 
community events scheduled for 2018, including 
quiz nights, classic car shows, weddings, catered 
events and Christmas parties. MCC has always 
considered itself a village facility, somewhere for 
Mayfieldonians to come and either watch or play 
cricket, to enjoy a beer or glass of wine, or to book 
the facilities to use for themselves. So, if you have 
a function you wish to hold, or there’s an event you 
wish to attend, please do not hesitate to contact 
the club – and in the meantime, come along and 
watch some exciting cricket played by local players 
and support us in our endeavours on the pitch!

Neil Macdonald enb.macdonald@gmail.com



OFF-ROAD RIDING

Off-road riding is available to local riders in 
Hawksden Park Woods. These woods belong to 
Glynde Estates and have permits for £50.00 a year 
per horse. That is less than a £1.00 a week for lovely 
off-road riding. Permits can be purchased from Deb 
Findlater dmbpaddockview@gmail.com All that is 

needed is to contact Deb with your cheque made 
payable to Glynde Estates and a copy of your horse 
and rider insurance to purchase your tag then you 
are able to enjoy being away from all the traffic to 
enjoy riding your horse.

Deb Findlater

MAYFIELD FOOTPATHS WALK

We meet on the last Sunday each month to walk 
along some of the many footpaths, bridleways 
and quiet lanes that cover the parish. We walk at 
a steady pace but always make sure that no-one is 
left behind.

This month we are walking on Sunday 27th May and 
will meet as we always do at 10am in South Street 

car park. The May walk, weather depending, is the 
one where will expect to see swathes of bluebells 
and other wild flowers in the woods and along field 
boundaries.

We will aim to be back by 12.30 or thereabouts.

Any queries:Deborah.Dixon@hotmail.co.uk

MAYFIELD BAND AND ORCHESTRE D’HARMONIE DE DINAN

Il est arrivé! On Saturday 19th May, we are delighted 
to be welcoming, all the way from Brittany, 
France, Orchestre d’Harmonie de Dinan, who will 
be performing a concert of light orchestral and 
popular music at St Dunstan’s Church. And if that 
were not exciting enough, their visit coincides with 
a day of celebration in Mayfield, as it is not only 
St Dunstan’s day, but also the wedding day of the 
future Duke and Duchess of Sussex, if my sources 
are correct. And the coincidences don’t end there, 
as it is also St Yves’ day, St Yves being the patron 
saint of Brittany. As for the FA Cup final, like Harry 
and Meghan, we are trying to ignore it!

So, what can you expect at le concert? Well, a 
‘Harmonie’ is a similar principle to the British Brass 
band, in that it is a community orchestra, with 
players of all ages. The difference is that they also 
have woodwind instruments, and for the musical 
pedants among you, they play French horns (what 
else) as opposed to our tenor horns.  A sneak 
preview of the music they are working on has 
revealed a fantastic mixture of very French music 
(you don’t get any Frencher than Piaf and Aznavour), 
some very English music, film music, a little pop, 
and a little orchestral. In summary, la musique pour 
toute la famille (I do hope that nobody with even 
the faintest grasp of French is reading this – or a 
grasp of English for that matter). On top of that, 
we are promised some goodies from Brittany, so it’s 
hard to imagine that it will be anything other than 
a lot of fun and highly enjoyable. Magnifique! We 
are going to lower the tone by playing along with 
them on one or two pieces, and all being well, we 
are going to slip in a couple of quartets as well, and 

it’s all très exciting. So please finish off your special 
Mayfield day of celebration by coming along to 
the concert and giving our friends from across the 
water a great big Mayfield welcome. And don’t 
forget that if you like them, (and why wouldn’t you) 
get yourselves down to the seaside the day after, 
as they will be performing an afternoon concert on 
Brighton bandstand. And if you really, really like 
them, why not treat yourself to a hop across the 
channel sometime soon. Dinan is a beautiful and 
ancient port town, a good deal larger than Mayfield, 
on the river Rance in Northern Brittany, and they 
are blessed with a conservatoire with which the 
Harmonie is associated. Well worth a visit.

The trip to Sussex has proved very popular, with 
40 or so players, plus friends and family, cramming 
themselves onto the coach for Mayfield. Tickets for 
the concert can be purchased at Burnett’s, at £5 
and £3 for children, and we will also issue everyone 
with a free raffle ticket on arrival, with a chance to 
win a hamper of Breton goodies. The concert will 
start at 7pm, and the doors will open at 6.15 so that 
you can get yourself a glass of wine or Brittany cider 
and warm up your pew.

And if that wasn’t already far too much excitement 
for you, don’t forget the May Fair on 12th May. As 
always, we shall be chugging along for the dancers, 
and enjoying all the fun of the fair. And before that 
you’ve got the Festival, and the Arts Trail, so it’s a 
big month in Mayfield. Make sure you don’t miss 
any of it, least of all our bits.

Simon Rudge simon@mayfieldband.co.uk 872007



BRIGHT IDEAS FOR TENNIS -  
CHARITY OPEN DAY SUNDAY 27TH MAY 10 AM – 3 PM

‘Bright Ideas for Tennis’ is a Charity which aims to 
help more people play more tennis. Mayfield Lawn 
Tennis Club is holding an Open Day on Sunday 27th 
May with “Bright Ideas for Tennis” to raise money for 
the Club which will be used for capital projects and 
coaching sessions to encourage new members to 
join. On the day Danny Sapsford and Luke Milligan 
(ex Davis Cup players) will run Masterclasses and 
play an exhibition match with our coaches. There 
will something for everyone:

Taster sessions for beginners

Masterclasses with drills for juniors and senior 
players

Mini Touch Tennis competition

Speed serving competition

Exhibition tennis match

Barbecue with wine

Raffle

Sale of tennis clothing and rackets

Masterclasses: 10 am – 10.45 am – Minis 5-10 yrs – 
max 30

10.45 am – 11.30 am– Teens 11-16yrs – max 24

11.30 am – 12.30 pm– Social Adults – all standards 
– max 32

12.30 pm – 1.30 pm– Adult Team Players – max 16

Exhibition Match: 2 pm – 3 pm– Davis Cup Players 
with Dan Cole & Sean Yates (coaches)

There will be a charge for these masterclasses of £8 
for adults and £5 for juniors, and also £3 for adults and 
£1 for juniors for the barbecue. All those interested 
must book and pay in advance. Application Forms 
will be available in the Club House and on the Club 
Website from mid-April. Make sure you book your 
place as numbers are limited.

Jill Waters is running the Raffle and anyone who can 
donate a prize should contact her on 873142.

Offer for new members joining on the day: 
entrance fee waived and free 4 week coaching 
course with Dan.

Geoffrey Shackel 873113

MAYFIELD LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

Simon Mansfield gave an interesting talk on the 
Jute & Saxon settlement of Sussex and Kent and the 
meaning of village names which seemed to reflect 
the progress of the Saxon and Jute expansion 
into Kent and Sussex. The origins of place names, 
particularly those with “ham” or “ton” in them 
seemed to mark a second phase of settlement with 
the following pattern of suffixes:

• ings, ing or inges – forts or strongholds

• ingtons - fortified hill settlements

• ingham – fortified valley settlements

• ton – hill settlements

• ham – valley settlements

• ye, ey, sea, ney – probably islands

• hythe – significant landing places

• el – means people of.

Mr Mansfield did not claim to be a professional 
historian or geographer. His theories were however 
quite convincing to another non-expert.

May Fair May 12TH 

Due to illness, the society may have a smaller display 
than usual inside the courtyard at Stone House.

Thursday, July 5th Amberley Museum

This year we plan to visit Amberley Museum at 
BN18 9LT, leaving Mayfield by coach at 09:00hrs, 
& leaving Amberley at about 16.00hrs. Tickets at 
£30.00 per person are available from the Treasurer, 
John Buddle.

Brian O’Connor, Chair – 873477; Rob Foster, 
Secretary – 873215; John Buddle, Treasurer – 872229



FIVE ASHES HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY - SPRING SHOW

We held our Spring Show on Saturday, 24th March 
in the Village Hall and the floral exhibits, flowers 
and floral art made a lovely display despite the 
best efforts of the Beast from the East in the days 
leading up to the Show. Comments from visitors 
complimenting the efforts made by the exhibitors 
made their efforts worthwhile. There were fewer 
entries in the daffodil and narcissus classes this year 
and a drop in the entries in the Children’s classes 
but overall just a small reduction in total entries. 
The Trophies were awarded as follows:

Morse Cup   Dorothy Comley

Penn Memorial Cup  Mary Pennington

Foy Trophy   Kay White

Jack Wade  
Memorial Trophy  Clara Thompson

Children’s Classes: 

Dando Cup   Toby Neve

Thompson Trophy  Poppy Neve

Visitors enjoyed tea, cakes and chat after viewing 
the displays but were saddened to hear of the 
death of Frank Sellens, the Courier reporter, who 
had been a life member of the Society.

We look forward to our Summer Show, which will be 
our 100th Summer Show, on 28th July.

Graham Playfoot 01825 830511

MAYFIELD AND FIVE ASHES FOODBANK

The Mayfield and Five Ashes Community Foodbank 
has decided to close from the end of May as the 
demand for it has decreased now that we are 
through the winter months and our last session will 
be held on Friday, 25th May. We would very much 
like to thank all those in our villages who have been 

so supportive and helped out with this project – 
either directly or indirectly. 

Mayfield and Five Ashes Community Foodbank 
representative

MAYFIELD BUSINESS FORUM (MBF)

Our discussion on GDPR in April showed that 
there are just a few basic principles underlying the 
new regulations protecting personal information 
(GDPR). However all organisations (public 
authorities, companies, sole traders, charities and 
even voluntary organisations) need to be aware 
of how it affects them and put in place the right 
actions.

The basic principles of GDPR:

• Only ask individuals for the personal information 
that you really need

• Make sure you store it safely (whether it is printed 
or online)

• Let people know why you need their information, 
what you will do with it and when/how you will 
share it with others

• Obtain explicit consent for sending marketing 

information to individuals

• Respond quickly if someone asks for a copy of 
the information you hold about them or wants 
to correct something or for you to delete their 
information

• Report any stolen or lost data within 72 hrs if it 
could seriously affect anyone

• Make a written summary of what you are doing 
to keep to the above principles.

Obviously the biggest impact is on large 
corporations who hold potentially sensitive 
information on millions of people – we have heard 
a great deal about the impact of data leaking out 
from Facebook recently. However even the smallest 
organisation needs to take some actions before 
GDPR comes into force on May 25th.

The presentations and notes from our MBF 



meeting are available for anyone to download 
from the MBF website: look for details of April’s 
meeting on the meetings page of the MBF website 
(mayfieldbusinessforum.com/mbf-meetings). 
They include details of what to do and useful links 
(e.g. the official government helpline for small 
organisations).

If you have any questions, you are welcome to come 
along and ask them at our next meeting, informal 

networking on Wednesday 2nd May from 6:30pm in 
the Rose & Crown. Or send me an email and I will 
try to help – or point you to further information or 
experts if I cannot.

We are also looking forward to our next High St 
/ MBF meeting on Wednesday 6th June in the 
evening when we will continue to push forward 
actions to help promote the High Street. 

Roger Stone (872764) / 07776 144056

MAYFIELD HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Saturday, 12th May from 9am by the cannon, 
High Street, Mayfield - fantastic and hugely 
popular plant sale - plant donations gratefully 
received 8am-10.30am. Rain or shine the sale will 
be on and there will be people manning the stall 
who can advise on how to care for the plants. We 
would encourage you to come before 11.30am for 
the best choice. This is a great time of year to be 
planting so come and enjoy choosing some really 
lovely, healthy plants for your garden or window 
box.

Wednesday, 22nd August - Summer outing - RHS 
Wisley - everyone welcome. The Mixed Borders 
should be at their brilliant best and the Rose Gardens 
should still be full of beautiful English roses. Visit the 
kitchen garden for ideas on vegetables, fruit and 
herbs to try. If it is a hot day you can take a stroll by 
the river or through the shade of the woodlands or 
admire the massed flowers in the Trial Beds. Should 
the weather be less than perfect then the large, 
stunning glasshouse will provide shelter and plenty 
of interest. Picnic areas can be found throughout 
the garden but if you would prefer to buy coffee or 
lunch there are several excellent eateries available. 
Finally have a browse around the extensive shop 
and plant sales areas – you are sure to be tempted! 
The cost is £17 per person for the transport and tip 
for the driver. There is no entry fee as the Society is 
affiliated to the RHS and is allowed free entry for up 

to 55 people once a year. Please take advantage of 
this reasonably priced trip leaving from outside The 
Middle House, Mayfield at 9.15am and returning 
to the same location at approximately 5pm. Please 
book your place by contacting Bridget Blow by 
email at ericblow@btinternet.com or by phone, 
872829 or come along to one of our society events.

Free 2018 Summer Show Schedule Now 
Available! Pick up your copy at the lovely Truffles 
Bakery or the wonderful Mayfield Chiropody and 
Podiatry Clinic in Mayfield High Street. Thank you to 
John Wells for providing the colourful photograph 
of tomatoes for the cover.

This photograph 
shows Ken 
Audsley receiving 
the President’s 
Bowl from our 
current President 
John Logan. The 
bowl was awarded 
at the Society’s 
Annual General 
Meeting on the 

20th March 2018 for gaining the highest number of 
points across all classes in the Summer Show. The 
photograph was taken by Tessa Crowe.

Rosemary Bayliss

M&FA COMMUNITY WEBSITE

As mentioned in the newsletter a few months ago, 
there is a Mayfield High Street page in the “Visit” 
section of the website (mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk/
tourism/mayfield-high-street).

Checking with the shops and traders listed, I have 

found 190 different types of goods and services 
available. I bet there are some that will surprise you. 
So have a look – and “visit” the High Street even, or 
especially, if you live locally.

Roger Stone (872764) / 07776 144056



MAYFIELD WI - A CENTURY NOT OUT!

It has been brought to our attention that something 
remarkable was omitted from the article in the April 
edition of the Newsletter on the Centenary of the 
W.I. in Mayfield.

It was noted that Mrs. Lorraine Chapman was an 
original founding member of the Evening W.I. in 
Mayfield but what was not was the fact that Lorraine’s 
grandmother, Hetty Finch, was a founding member, 
and Treasurer, of the original W.I. in Mayfield one 

hundred years ago. Lorraine’s mother, Thelma 
Finch joined in 1936 after her marriage and was a 
member of both the Afternoon and Evening W.I.. In 
1962 Lorraine became a member and is the current 
Treasurer. This is a remarkable record indeed!

Lorraine has many fascinating stories about 
Mayfield life and we look forward to printing some 
of her reminiscences sometime in the future.

The Editors

MAYFIELD EVENING WI

The Mayfield Evening WI met as usual on the second 
Tuesday of the month of April. We had arranged a 
“Let’s talk – Social evening” but instead of getting 
us all talking about anything and everything it was 
decided we would discuss the item that I am sure a 
lot of you are aware of being in the papers recently 
- a blog written by an East Sussex Trustee who 
expressed her own views about some of the new 
WIs being set up in various parts of the country. 
After discussing the subject among ourselves we 
felt she was wrong to have written this blog. The 
ESFWI Board of Trustees has reminded us that 
one of the WI’s key messages is “The WI is what 

you want it to be” and we encourage all women 
to make their WI and their membership experience 
unique to them. We agree with ESFWI that cross-
generational friendships make the WI unique. 

Our next meeting is on 8th May when we will be 
discussing the Resolution put forward for the 
Annual Meeting in Cardiff followed by a brief talk 
about plastic pollution, finishing with a game for 
your enjoyment! If you are thinking of joining, 
please come along and meet us - you will be made 
very welcome! If you want to know anything about 
us before you come phone Berenice Blurton on 
87245.

FRIENDS OF ARGOS HILL WINDMILL

We held our Annual General Meeting on Friday 
13th April. Due to some health issues I have now 
resigned from being Chairman, but fortunately 
John Bowerman stepped into my seat. The post of 
Secretary is still vacant. Please, if there is someone 
interested in helping us with this come forward. 
Jenny Beaupain will continue as Treasurer.

Sadly this important meeting was very poorly 
supported, a great disappointment for the 
committee. Following the main A.G.M. business 
there was a lively discussion regarding future 
opening of the windmill to visitors. The windmill 
is owned by Wealden District Council (WDC) and 
leased to the Argos Hill Windmill Trust. Although it 
owns the mill, most of the land around it is owned 
by Mr and Mrs Derek Greenwood. WDC and the 
Trust have right of access to the mill at any time. 
The Landowners have now been advised by their 
Solicitor not to agree dates of Open Days. 

The Friends must open the mill to the public at 
least 12 times a year, as agreed with WDC and 
in accordance with our big lottery grant. The 
donations given during open days are our main 
funding for continued maintenance of the mill. 
Actually this income falls well short of the £5000 
needed annually.

The committee of the Friends decided that as we 
were forced to open the mill in March and April 
against the will of the landowners although we are 
entitled to do so, we should bring it to the A.G.M. to 
get agreement from more of our members. A show 
of hands supported opening on May 12th and 13th 
for National Mills Weekend. This is organised by 
the Mills Section of The Society for the Protection 
of Ancient Buildings when many mills do not usually 
open their doors.

Please come on the 12th/13th to see the work done 
during the last year by the volunteers.  Since the 
start of the restoration 7858 volunteer man-hours 
have been given, resulting in the mill as it is seen 
today.

Brian Pike.

On behalf of the Committee and members of the 
Friends of Argos Hill Windmill I must thank Brian for 
all he has done for us over the years.  We all wish 
him a speedy return to full health.

John Bowerman, Chairman of the Friends of Argos 
Hill Windmill



MAYFIELD MEMORIAL HALL AGM - Wednesday 16th May 7.30pm

This meeting (naturally) will be held in the Memorial 
Hall. Everyone in the village is welcome to attend this 
meeting. The Agenda for this meeting will include 
annual reports from the Chairman, Treasurer, Hall 
Manager and Booking Secretary. 

The Memorial Hall Management Committee is 
made up of representatives from a number of 
village organisations. Every organisation in the 
village is entitled to have a representative on this 
Committee. 

Those village organisations that currently have a 
representative on the Management Committee are 
as follows: Bonfire Boyes & Belles; Parish Council; 
Phoenix Theatre; Rifle Club; Local History Society; 
Mayfield & Five Ashes Society; Women’s Institute

The Hall Management Committee has a Chairman, 
Treasurer and Booking Secretary who do not 
represent any particular village organisation. 

The Management Committee currently meets 
in January, July, and October, on either the first 
or second Wednesday evening of the month. In 
addition to these three meetings, there is also the 
AGM which is held in mid-May. 

Clearly there are many organisations in Mayfield 
that utilise the Hall but which do not currently 
have regular representation on the Management 
Committee and hence have no opportunity to 
influence the running of the Hall.

The Hall Management Committee would be 
delighted for any unrepresented organisation to 
have a say in the running of the Hall. 

Any organisation wishing to become represented 
just needs to contact myself, through the contact 
details below.

John Neal 872113 rjneal@btinternet.com 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

Our Branch Meetings – Usually held at the Mayfield 
Cricket Club starting from 18:30. The recent 
meeting on 21 March was most enjoyable and well 
attended. A very informative and enlightening talk 
was given by Richard Snow about the Victoria Cross 
generally and about ten local recipients specifically 
who received this highest award for gallantry ‘in the 
presence of the enemy’.

We would dearly love to see new faces at our 
branch meetings, although non Legion members 
will be asked for a £5.00 attendance fee in addition 
to any meal costs – with no commitment to join 
up! I think you would enjoy the evening in convivial 
surroundings with bar and pre-ordered supper. 
Please telephone me or our secretary John Neal 
872113 if you are interested or would like more 
information.

Diary Reminders:

Branch Meeting - Wednesday 13 June. Speaker 
Simon Bellamy on ‘Operation Pedestal’. The story 

of the relief of the siege of Malta during WW2. We 
are hoping that Betsy Dixon, one of our members, 
will be fit enough to attend this meeting as our 
Guest of Honour. Betsy has lots of memories as 
she was in Malta during the German attempts to 
subjugate the island and enhance Rommel’s Afrika 
Corps in their operations

Branch Meeting – Wednesday 26 September. 
AGM and speaker Andy Saunders on ’Battle over 
Mayfield’. The story of the Battle of Britain fought 
in the skies above this area in WW2.

Royal Marines Association Concert Band 
Concert – Friday 19 October. To celebrate the 
Armistice ending WW1 and formation of the RAF.

More details about this concert will follow in future 
newsletters. 

Kevin Swaine 872197 / 07970 787465



For anyone who has not yet heard there is a 
Community Play taking place in Mayfield this year. 
The Mayfield Community Play Steering Group 
contacted a professional theatre company to run 
this project, and as I write the playwright is busy 
creating a play about, and for, our beautiful village. 

There will be five performances during the autumn 
half term, from 24th - 27th October 2018 (with a 
matinée and evening performance on the Saturday). 
The play will be site-specific and promenade, 
starting in St Dunstan’s Church then moving, as part 
of the action, to the Memorial Hall, and finishing 
in the Mayfield School Chapel.  Around 150 local 
people of all ages from Mayfield and Five Ashes 
are already involved – it’s a large scale, inclusive 
project.

We have held six initial workshops, where people 
decided how they would like to participate in 
the project. There is a cast of around sixty and a 
back stage, props, costume and support crew of 

approximately thirty. All those who have chosen 
to act are getting a part specially written for them. 
We also have local musicians involved: the Mayfield 
Silver Band, Beggars Gate and the MayZing Choir, 
as well as local film-makers taking part in the project. 

By the time you read this, we will have interviewed 
eight potential professional designers one of 
whom will be chosen to work with us on this 
exciting project. Then it goes a bit quiet until we 
hold four script development workshops (one on 
each Monday evening in June) for the cast and 
crew to read and rehearse parts of the play, and 
make suggestions to the director and playwright. 
The script will then be re-worked and finalised, so 
that we are all set to start rehearsals at the end of 
August. 

For more information contact the Director of the 
play Stephen Israel: stephen@thecompanysussex.
plus.com 0771 265 0568

FIVE ASHES STOOLBALL CLUB

The stoolball season will just be under way when 
you read this. Five Ashes play at the playing field by 
the village hall and belong to the Hailsham Mixed 
League. A team is made up of 6 men and 5 ladies 
and play games on a Thursday evening either at 

Five Ashes or various locations in the Hailsham area. 
If you are keen to keep fit on a summer’s evening, 
come along and join in the fun (we are especially 
looking for lady players).

Sue Wren 01825 830520

NATIONAL GARDENS SCHEME 

Mayfield gardens open for charity Saturday 9th 
June and Sunday 10th June, 

1pm-5pm

There are seven gardens to visit this year: Hoopers 
Farm and Meadow Cottage in Vale Road, Mulberry 
and Shaldon (new this year) in Station Road, May 
Cottage and The Oast in Fletching Street, Oak 
Croft in South Street and South Street Plots. 

Admission is £6.00 (free for children) to view all 
of the gardens. Homemade teas will be served at 
Hoopers Farm and The Oast. Steven Moore from 
Rapkyns Nursery will have plants for sale.  Dogs on 
short leads are welcome (except in the South Street 
Plots).

Your visits to our gardens helps to change lives: in 

2017 the NGS nationally raised over £3million for 
nursing and caring charities including Macmillan 
Cancer Support, Marie Curie, Parkinson’s UK and 
Hospice UK. 

Please make a note to visit in June, so Mayfield 
can continue to make a contribution to these very 
worthwhile causes. Last year we raised a record 
£5,746! 

Details of the Mayfield days and all other Sussex 
garden openings are listed in the Sussex NGS 
booklet which is free of charge and can be obtained 
from shops and cafés in the village. They are also 
available at local garden centres.

Sarah Ratcliffe



FORTHCOMING EVENTS FROM THE SCOUTS SUPPORTERS COMMITTEE

Our thanks to everyone who came along and 
supported our ‘Massive’ Jumble Sale at the end 
of April – all the monies raised are going to help 
our youngsters on their summer canal trip. We 
have 2 more fundraising activities to come in the 
next couple of months and, as always, we would be 
most grateful for your support. We will be holding 
a Coffee Morning in London House on Saturday, 
16th June from 10am to 12noon with wonderful 
homemade cakes for sale and there will also be a 
raffle.  Our main fundraising activity of the summer 
will be a BBQ/Garden Party on Sunday, 24th June 
by kind invitation of Sue and Charles Marshall in 
their gardens in Five Ashes and tickets (priced £10 
each or £25 for a family of 4) will be on sale very 
soon. As well as the food there will be a programme 

of games for all ages, a raffle and other activities. 
Please keep an eye out for further details in the 
forthcoming issues of this Newsletter. All the profits 
raised from these 2 events will go into our funds 
that support the running of the Scout and Guide 
Hall and support our scouting groups as and when 
they need some extra help.

We are always looking for members of the 
community to join our Supporters Committee and 
help give our youngsters the best opportunities 
that we can. If you would like any further information 
on ways that you can help, please contact me on 
873054.

Nicky Higgins Secretary, Scouts Supporters 
Committee

COFFEE MORNING FOR MACMILLAN AND ALZHEIMER’S

London House Saturday 23rd June 10.00-12.00 
noon

Pop in and see us for a coffee or tea and a delicious 
homemade cake to help us raise funds for our 
charities.

Sadly both our Mums are suffering this year, 
Catherine’s from Alzheimer’s and Janet’s from 
cancer so as well as coffee and cake we are also 

off on our walking challenges again. Catherine is 
aiming to walk 2000km (that’s a mere 1,250 miles!) 
during the year including two marathons and Janet 
is joining her for the Jurassic Coast one and also 
walking over all the Thames Bridges.

So please support us if you can. We look forward to 
seeing you.

Catherine Hawley & Janet Crossley

ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY CHURCH SUMMER FAYRE - SAVE THE DATE!

St Thomas’s Summer Fayre will take place on 
Saturday 7 July from 10.30am until 2.30pm in the 
beautiful Convent garden of Mayfield School. 

Be sure to save the date and come along to this 
popular village event. All are welcome!

FRIENDS OF ST DUNSTAN’S GARDEN PARTY - SAVE THE DATE

The Friends of St Dunstan’s Garden Party and 
Open Garden will this year be held on Sunday 8th 
July at Clayton’s Farmhouse, Newick Lane, from 
12 noon to 2pm by kind permission of Mr and Mrs 
Richard Nabavi.

All are welcome. Tickets are £10 at the gate and 

include a glass of wine, light refreshments and a 
walk around the garden.

Annette Nabavi Chair, Friends of St Dunstan’s 
Parish Church 873476

UP AND DOWN THE HIGH STREET

PIN-UPS is running the May Queen competition. £1 per entry with the winner drawn at random one week 
before the Mayfair on May 12th. See the back cover for a photograph of Mya, last year’s May Queen. Please 

do enter. 



CELEBRATION/OPEN FORUM/ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
I’d like to take this 
opportunity to wish my uncle, 
Bill Humphrey, a very happy 
105th birthday.

He was born on May 20th 
1913 at Mill Cottages, Fir Toll. 
At the age of 12 he moved 
a few yards down the road 
to Temple Grove which was 
built by his mother and father 
in 1925 and apart from 7 years 

doing his bit for King and country in the 8th army 
has lived there all his life.

He still is very active and often out in his garden 
either chopping wood or planting flowers. He also 
shows great interest in Mayfield and is the oldest 
member of Mayfield Cricket Club having played for 
them from a teenager, before retiring in his sixties.

So best wishes Bill - have a great day!

Daryl Burton

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY - MAY 2018 ONWARDS
MAY

Tuesday 1 Yoga - beginners Scout & Guide Hall 10-11.30am

Tuesday 1 Yoga – chair-based Scout & Guide Hall 12-1pm

Tuesday 1 Mayfacs Lunch Club Five Ashes Hall 12-2pm

Tuesday 1 Tuesday Afternoon Club Scout & Guide Hall 2.30 – 4.15pm

Wednesday 2 Weight Watchers Five Ashes Hall 9.15-10.15am

Wednesday 2 Yoga - beginners Scout & Guide Hall 10-11.30am

Wednesday 2 Mayfield Business Forum:  
  informal networking Rose & Crown 6:30 – 8pm

Wednesday 2 Pilates Five Ashes Hall 7.15-8.15pm

Thursday 3 Zumba Gold Memorial Hall 9.45 – 10.30

Thursday 3 Zumba Stretch & Tone Memorial Hall 10.45 – 11.30

Thursday 3 Mayfacs Light Lunch Five Ashes Hall 12 – 2pm

Saturday 5 Mayfacs Annual Meeting Scout & Guide Hall 10am - noon

Monday 7 Knitting Group Old Library 2 – 3.30pm

Monday 7 Yoga - intermediate Scout & Guide Hall 6.45-8.15pm

Tuesday 8 Yoga - beginners Scout & Guide Hall 10-11.30am

Tuesday 8 Yoga – chair-based Scout & Guide Hall 12-1pm

Tuesday 8 Mayfield W.I. Memorial Hall 7.30pm

Wednesday 9 Weight Watchers Five Ashes Hall 9.15-10.15am

Wednesday 9 Yoga - beginners Scout & Guide Hall 10-11.30am

Wednesday 9 Lunch in Aid of Opportunities for  
  Children Memorial Hall 12 – 2.30pm

Wednesday 9 Mayfacs Tea & Chat Five Ashes Hall 2.30 – 4pm

Wednesday 9 Pilates Five Ashes Hall 7.15-8.15pm

Thursday 10 Zumba Gold Memorial Hall 9.45 – 10.30

Thursday 10 Zumba Stretch & Tone Memorial Hall 10.45 – 11.30

Bill Humphrey



Thursday 10 Computer Buddies Truffles Café 1 – 2pm

Friday 11 Film on Friday Memorial Hall 8 – 11pm

Saturday 12 Plant Sale High Street 9am

Saturday 12 Maintenance morning  St. Dunstan’s Churchyard 10am-noon

Saturday 12 Mayfair High Street 1pm-4pm

Saturday/ 12/13 Argos Hill Windmill open for  
Sunday  National Mills Weekend  TBC

Monday 14 Knitting Group Old Library 2 – 3.30pm

Monday 14 Yoga - intermediate Scout & Guide Hall 6.45-8.15pm

Monday 14 Parish Council meeting Memorial Hall 7.30 – 9pm

Tuesday 15 Yoga - beginners Scout & Guide Hall 10-11.30am

Tuesday 15 Yoga – chair-based Scout & Guide Hall 12-1pm

Tuesday 15 Middle House Lunches Middle House 12.30pm

Wednesday 16 Weight Watchers Five Ashes Hall 9.15-10.15am

Wednesday 16 Yoga - beginners Scout & Guide Hall 10-11.30am

Wednesday 16 Pilates Five Ashes Hall 7.15-8.15pm

Wednesday 16 Memorial Hall AGM Memorial Hall 7.30pm

Thursday 17 Zumba Gold Memorial Hall 9.45 – 10.30

Thursday 17 Zumba Stretch & Tone Memorial Hall 10.45 – 11.30

Thursday 17 Computer Buddies Truffles Café 1 – 2pm

Thursday 17 Mayfield & Five Ashes Society AGM Scout & Guide Hall 7.30pm

Friday 18 Scrabble in Truffles Truffles Café 2.30pm

Saturday 19 Le Grand Concert with Mayfield  
  Band & OHD St. Dunstan’s Church TBC

Saturday 19 Royal Wedding  

Monday 21 Mayfacs trip to Brighton TBC 

Monday 21 Knitting Group Old Library 2 – 3.30pm

Monday 21 Yoga - intermediate Scout & Guide Hall 6.45-8.15pm

Monday 21 Annual Parish Assembly Memorial Hall 7.30pm

Tuesday 22 Yoga - beginners Scout & Guide Hall 10-11.30am

Tuesday 22 Yoga – chair-based Scout & Guide Hall 12-1pm

Wednesday 23 Weight Watchers Five Ashes Hall 9.15-10.15am

Wednesday 23 Yoga - beginners Scout & Guide Hall 10-11.30am

Wednesday 23 Mayfacs Tea & Chat Five Ashes Hall 2.30 – 4pm

Wednesday 23 Pilates Five Ashes Hall 7.15-8.15pm

Thursday 24 Zumba Gold Memorial Hall 9.45 – 10.30

Thursday 24 Zumba Stretch & Tone Memorial Hall 10.45 – 11.30

Thursday 24 Poetry Group Coach House Cottage 10.30-noon

Thursday 24 Computer Buddies Truffles Café 1 – 2pm



Sunday 27 Mayfield monthly footpaths walk South Street car park 10.00 – 12.30pm

Sunday 27 Mayfield Tennis Club  
  (Bright Ideas for Tennis) Station Road, Mayfield 10am – 3pm

Monday 28 Knitting Group Old Library 2 – 3.30pm

Monday 28 Yoga - intermediate Scout & Guide Hall 6.45-8.15pm

Tuesday 29 Yoga - beginners Scout & Guide Hall 10-11.30am

Tuesday 29 Yoga – chair-based Scout & Guide Hall 12-1pm

Wednesday 30 Weight Watchers Five Ashes Hall 9.15-10.15am

Wednesday 30 Yoga - beginners Scout & Guide Hall 10-11.30am

Wednesday 30 Pilates Five Ashes Hall 7.15-8.15pm

Thursday 31 Zumba Gold Memorial Hall 9.45 – 10.30

Thursday 31 Zumba Stretch & Tone Memorial Hall 10.45 – 11.30

2018 Mayfield Festival of Music and the Arts

May 1st 
Mayfield School Lunchtime Concert,  

Mayfield School Gresham Hall, 1.10pm

Armonico & Oz Clarke Drink to Music,  
Memorial Hall, 7.30 – 9.20pm

May 2nd 
Tunbridge Wells International Music Competition – Heats 1,  

Mayfield School (3 Venues), 2.15 – 6.30pm

May 3rd 
Tunbridge Wells International Music Competition – Heats 2,  

Mayfield School (3 Venues), 9.30am – 7pm

May 4th-6th 
Mayfield Art Trail,  

15 Venues around Mayfield & Five Ashes, 11am – 5pm

May 4th 
Tunbridge Wells International Music Competition – Heats 3,  

Mayfield School (3 Venues), 9.30am – 3.45pm

May 5th 
All the world’s a stage… Interactive talk,  

St Dunstan’s Church, 10.30 for 11am

Tunbridge Wells International Music Competition – Semi Finals (Piano Section),  
Mayfield School Concert Hall, 10am – 12.05pm

Tunbridge Wells International Music Competition – Semi Finals (String Section),  
Mayfield School Concert Hall, 1.30 – 3.35pm

Tunbridge Wells International Music Competition – Semi Finals (Wind Section),  
Mayfield School Concert Hall, 4.00 – 6.05pm

Mozart and Brahms – Chamber Concert,  
Mayfield School Chapel, 7.30pm



May 6th 
May Carols,  

Parvis Tower St Dunstan’s Church, 8.30am

Festival Mass,  
St Thomas of Canterbury Church, 10am

Tunbridge Wells International Music Competition – Finals (String Section),  
Mayfield School Concert Hall, 3.00 – 4.05pm

Tunbridge Wells International Music Competition – Finals (Wind Section),  
Mayfield School Concert Hall, 4.05 – 5.10pm

Tunbridge Wells International Music Competition – Finals (Piano Section),  
Mayfield School Concert Hall, 5.30pm

May 7th 
The Tinkers Bubble Ceilidh Band,  

Memorial Hall, 3.00 – 5.30pm

Oxford Camerata,  
St Dunstan’s Church, 7.30pm

May 8th 
James O’Donnell – The Organist Entertains,  

St Dunstan’s Church, 7.30pm

May 9th 
Stephen Kovacevich in Concert,  

St Dunstan’s Church, 7.30pm

May 10th 
“Poems of Home and Exile”,  

St Thomas of Canterbury Church, 3pm

Choral Vespers by Candlelight,  
Mayfield School Chapel, 6.30pm

May 11th-13th 
Mayfield Art Trail,  

15 Venues around Mayfield & Five Ashes, 11am – 5pm

May 11th 
Tales of Hoffmann – Matinee,  

Memorial Hall, 3pm for 3.30pm

Tales of Hoffmann – Evening,  
Memorial Hall, 8pm for 8.30pm

May 12th 
Onyx Noir, St Dunstan’s Church, 7.30pm

May 13th 
The Festival Eucharist,  

St Dunstan’s Church, 10.15am

Bell Ringers ring a Quarter Peal (40 Mins),  
St Dunstan’s Church, 6.45pm

Grand French Farewell – Choral and Orchestral Concert,  
St Dunstan’s, 7.30pm



JUNE
Tuesday 5 Tuesday Afternoon Club Away-day  Bluebell Railway 

Wednesday 6 Mayfield Business Forum TBC 

Thursday 7 Mayfacs Light Lunch Five Ashes Hall 12 – 2pm

Sat/Sun 9/10 NGS - Mayfield Gardens Open  
  for Charity 7 gardens open to visitors 1-5pm

Tuesday 12 Mayfield W.I. Memorial Hall 7.30pm

Wednesday 13 Royal British Legion Meeting Mayfield Cricket Club 6.30pm

Saturday 16 Scout Supporters Cttee  
  Coffee Morning London House 10am -noon

Saturday 16 Great British Dog Walk Frog Firle Farm, Alfriston 11am

Saturday 23 Coffee Morning for Macmillan  
  and Alzheimer’s London House 10am -  noon

Sunday 24 Scout Supporters Cttee  Sue and Charles Marshall   
  BBQ/Garden Party gardens in Five Ashes TBC

Monday 25 Mayfacs trip to Alfriston TBC 

JULY
Thursday 5 MLHS visit to Amberley Museum Coach leaves Mayfield at 09.00 

Saturday 7 Summer Fayre St.Thomas  Mayfield School   
  of Canterbury Convent Garden 10.30- 2.30

Saturday 7 Maintenance morning St. Dunstan’s Churchyard 10am-noon

Sunday 8 Friends of St. Dunstan’s Garden Party Clayton’s Farmhouse,  
   Newick Lane Noon-2pm

Tuesday 10 Tuesday Afternoon Club outing TBC 

Saturday 21 Mayfield Horticultural Society  Memorial & Scout & Guide   
  Summer Show Halls 2.30pm

Saturday 28 Five Ashes Horticultural Society –  
  100th Summer Show Five Ashes Hall TBC

Monday 30 Mayfacs trip to Hastings TBC 

SEPTEMBER
Saturday 1 Slow Short Film Festival Memorial Hall & Mayfield  
   School Concert Hall TBC

Tuesday 4 Tuesday Afternoon Club Scout & Guide Hall 2.30 – 4.15pm

Saturday 15 Boyes & Belles Carnival  TBA

Sunday 16 National village cricket cup final Lords Cricket Ground TBC

Saturday 22 “Know your Village Church” St. Dunstan’s Church 

Wednesday 26 Royal British Legion Meeting Mayfield Cricket Club 6.30pm

Saturday 29 Mayfield Horticultural Society Supper TBC 

OCTOBER
Friday 19 Mayfield Horticultural Society talk TBC 

Friday 19 Royal Marines Association  
  band concert TBC 

24-27  Mayfield Community Play TBA



1 

 



2 

 



3 

 



4 

 



5 

 



6 

 



7 

 

 



8 

 



9 

 



10 

 



11 

 



12 

 



13 

 



14 

 



15 

 



16 

 



17 

 

  



18 

 



19 

 



20 

 



21 

 



22 

 



23 

 

LOCAL BUS TIMES 

Deveda Redman – Chairman 
Fair Meadow Farm, Fir Toll Road, 
Mayfield, TN20 6NA
☎ 01435 872558
✉ devedaredman@gmail.com

Gill Weavers – Vice Chairman
September Cottage, Fletching Street,
Mayfield, TN20 6TE 
☎ 01435 872547  
✉ gill@weavers-sussex.co.uk

Monica Aitken
Coldharbour, Lake Street,  
Mayfield, TN20 6PT
☎ 01435 872454
✉ monicaaitken@btinternet.com

Patricia Balfour
Knowle, Newick Lane,  
Mayfield, TN20 6RD
☎ 01435 872920
✉ pfbalfour@knowlefarm.com

Tommy Buck
24 Southmead Close,
Mayfield TN20 6UJ,
☎ 07718 787748
✉ TommyRobertBuck@hotmail.com 

Robert Fitzsimmons  
6 Westfield Close,  
Five Ashes, TN20 6LA
☎ 01825 830886 
✉ RFitzsimms@aol.com 

Herb Hills
Old Warren, East Street
Mayfield, TN20 6TU
☎ 01435 872017 

Christopher Lilly 
Versyns Farm, Vale Road,  
Mayfield, TN20 6BD
☎ 01435 873631
✉ chrislilly@versyns.com

David Miles
39 Mayfield Grange, Little Trodgers 
Lane, Mayfield, TN20 6BF
☎ 01435 873980
✉ iberia75@hotmail.com

Rosemary Neal 
Hurst Hill, Rotherfield Lane,  
Mayfield, TN20 6ET
☎ 01435 872113 
✉ rjneal@btinternet.com

Ian Parker
Meriden, Sunnybank Close,  
Mayfield, TN20 6TT
☎ 07971 979137 
✉ clanfinance@live.co.uk 

Eleanor McDonnell-Slater
1 Queensmount, Five Ashes,  
East Sussex, TN20 6LH
☎ 07952471126
✉ emcdonnellslater@outlook.com

Julie Upton 
Little Hurst, Swife Lane, Broad Oak,  
Heathfield, TN21 8UX
☎ 01435 883404 
✉ jlouiseupton@msn.com

Jeremy Watkiss
Cherry Tree Cottage, Coggins  
Mill Lane, Mayfield, TN20 6UT
☎ 01435 873844
✉ jerrywatkiss@jswcreative.co.uk

Elaine Wheeler
31 Queensmount, Five Ashes,  
TN20 6LH
☎ 01825 830809
✉ elaine.wheeler@yahoo.co.uk

PUBLIC OPENING TIMES
Monday  09.00 – 11.00
Wednesday  09.00 – 12.00
Friday 09.00 – 11.00

OFFICE ADDRESS
Mayfield & Five Ashes Parish 
Council
Old Manor House, High Street,  
Mayfield TN20 6AL

Tel  01435 873784
Fax  01435 873726
Email   clerk@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk
Web  www.mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

Councillor details

www.mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk
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This page is for photos of Mayfield and Five Ashes and of local events.  
Do please send us your pictures to mayfieldnewsletter2012@gmail.com


