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useful information 

LOCATION OF DEFIBRILLATORS
Five Ashes Inn - on the wall to right of pub entrance 

Woodhill Surgery - in the entrance porch 
Mayfield Primary School - on the wall by steps to main entrance 

 
Defibrillators are housed in weatherproof boxes and are accessible 24/7 

Full audio prompts guide you through as soon as you open the lid 
 

PLEASE FAMILIARISE YOURSELF WITH THESE LOCATIONS -  
IT COULD SAVE SOMEONE’S LIFE

NATWEST MOBILE BANKING SERVICE 

The service operates on Mondays (except Bank Holiday Mondays)  
from 1.15 to 2.15pm in the Memorial Hall overflow car park (near the Band Hut)

 

THINK BEFORE YOU PARK
 

A few people are parking their vehicles inconsiderately making access to properties 
difficult and some roads a challenge if emergency or service vehicles have to get past.

The vast majority of people park considerately - Are you one of the few who do not?

When you park please ensure:

You leave extra room near tight corners

Do NOT park on double yellow lines

Check there is enough space for a fire engine or ambulance to pass

Mayfield & Five Ashes Parish Council



WELCOME FROM THE EDITORS

Although May 12th was slightly damp and not too warm there was 
an excellent turnout for the Mayfair. Congratulations to all the hard 
working organisers and thanks to all the participants and spectators 

for making this another special day. We had many excellent photographs submitted to us some of which 
we are featuring - see if you can see yourself in any of them! As you will see in our new format we can have 
four pages of coloured photographs so do please contribute in the future. Congratulations also to all those 
involved in putting on another memorable Music & Arts Festival which was a huge success. It’s a shame that 
we have to wait two years for the next Music Festival!

Just before this was written Court Meadow was mowed for the first time this year. There’s nothing like the 
smell (one’s tempted to say the aroma) of a large area of newly cut grass conjuring up memories, as it does, 
of school sports days, cricket matches, fêtes, barbecues, a cold pint of ale after a good hike and all the other 
delights of an English summer in the countryside. One such delight is visiting and admiring gardens and your 
editors are looking forward keenly to Mayfield’s NGS Open Days on 9th and 10th June. Fingers crossed for 
fine days. The National Garden Scheme was formed as long ago as 1927 with the aim of “opening gardens 
of quality, character and interest” to the public for charity. (All the Mayfield gardens open this year certainly 
fulfil those criteria.) When the scheme began 609 private gardens were opened and the sum of £8,191 was 
raised. Originally the money raised was for district nurses (this was in the days before the NHS). The link with 
nursing has remained and these days the principal beneficiaries of the money raised are Macmillan Cancer 
Support, Marie Curie, The Queen’s Nursing Institute, Hospice UK and the Carers Trust and the NGS is the 
most significant funder of nursing charities in the country. There are now over 3,600 gardens participating and 
to date over £50 million has been raised.

There are other summer events to enjoy locally in June including St. Dunstan’s Church Fête on Saturday, 30th 
June and Argos Hill Windmill Open Day on Sunday 17th June.

We wish you all a happy and hopefully sunny June.

 Andrew Watson & Jeanette Hore Editors

DEADLINE FOR COPY FOR NEWSLETTER

Copy should be submitted at the latest by noon on the 15th of the prior month. Early submissions 
are encouraged. Please send an email to mayfieldnewsletter2012@gmail.com with the name of your 

organisation or the topic of your copy in the Subject line; or deliver hand-written copy to The Shopping 
Basket (3, Station Road, Mayfield). Please show on all submissions the subject, name of author and a 

contact number in case of queries. Ideally type in Arial (not Arial Black) 11pt. 

For advertising copy (payment with copy please) contact Paul Woodley (873258) or email to paulwoodley.
zagon@gmail.com or deliver to The Shopping Basket also by 15th of the prior month.

Unless otherwise stated the views expressed in MAYFIELD & FIVE ASHES NEWSLETTER are those of the 
contributors, and not of the Editors and Committee. The Editors reserve the right to omit, cut, or amend 

any contribution offered for publication.

Finally, unless otherwise stated, telephone numbers given are those for the Mayfield village area 
and therefore, if phoning from outside the area, should be prefixed with 01435.



MAYFIELD & FIVE ASHES PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
Annual Parish Meeting 

At the time of writing this article the Annual Parish Meeting on 22 May 2018 had not yet been held. In case 
you were unable to attend the Chairman’s report review of the last year follows:

Mayfield and Five Ashes Chairman’s Report 2017/18

Another year has passed with a number of items 
that the Parish Council has worked on to try and 
enhance the villages that we are so proud of.

The Planning Committee and Council worked 
hard to fight against the Planning Approval given 
by Wealden District Council for the Permitted 
Development for the Telecoms Mast planned at 
Little Trodgers Lane. (Planning Committee minutes 
of 05 June 2017).  

Parking problems continue as residents and 
shop keepers continue to park on double yellow 
lines, close to corners and at road junctions, for 
long periods of time. Wealden District Council 
voted against Civil Parking Enforcement and the 
introduction of parking meters, especially in our 
smaller villages.  Any residents with bright ideas on 
how to improve the parking situation please speak 
to the Parish Clerk.

A Councillor vacancy occurred in June 2017 and a 
new young Councillor, Tommy Buck, was appointed 
in November 2017. We welcome Tommy and 
hope that he will bring different ideas and a new 
perspective to our Council.

The Community Website went live and is a great 
success promoting parish events and keeping 
residents up-to-date with information, clubs and 
societies. We would like to thank Cllr Jerry Watkiss 
and Roger Stone for all the work done on the 
Community Website and for the newly designed 
information leaflet that promotes the High Street 
and we hope will encourage tourism.

Thanks are also due to Cllr Ian Parker and the 
Skate Park Upgrade Team for all the work done on 
the first stage of improvements to which we have 
contributed. His work with the team of volunteers 
to improve the Christmas lights, organising the 
Mayfair and the Late Christmas Night Shopping 
event are greatly appreciated.

The new Village Sign was erected in May 2017; our 
thanks are due to Farmers Oak Buildings for their 
great help in this project.

The Parish Council continues to manage the 
South Street Toilets and thanks go to the excellent 

maintenance by the Caretaker who keeps them in 
pristine condition and opens and unlocks them for 
daily public use. Thank you also to the litter picker 
who works very hard for us keeping the streets and 
Court Meadow clean and tidy.

The Parish Council Community Safety and Traffic 
Committee is working towards obtaining licenses 
for two speed-indicating devices in various locations 
in Five Ashes and Mayfield. These will record traffic 
speed that can be provided to the Police and it 
is hoped will slow down traffic. They continue to 
monitor and report potholes and street repairs as 
needed but getting the work carried out is proving 
to be a daunting task 

Due to the necessity to cut budgets, East Sussex 
County Council went out to consultation on closing 
seven libraries across the county. Unfortunately 
Mayfield was one of these. The Parish Council 
worked really hard in trying to put forward plans 
to continue the service either in its current location 
or in a different building. Unfortunately, this turned 
out not to be economically viable due to the low 
number of residents who actually use the facility. 
The Library is now closed although we continue to 
investigate other options. 

Austerity cuts have also led to the County Council 
reducing the number of urban grass cuts each year 
from 2018/19 from six to two and so to maintain 
the standards we expect, we will be funding the 
additional four grass cuts. We anticipate that there 
will be further services cut in the future with the 
Parish Council relied on for additional funding.

The Parish Council continues to support MAYFACS 
and recognises the excellent service it provides in 
helping and befriending the elderly and vulnerable 
residents of our villages.

The Parish Council is working with the Horticultural 
Societies and Mayfield Business Forum to enter 
“Parishes in Bloom 2018”. There will be additional 
planters and improved displays that we hope will 
enhance the appearance of the High Street and 
surrounding Conservation Area.

Historic England has informed us that the Mayfield 



War Memorial has been added to the list of Buildings 
of Special Architectural or Historic interest. The 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission will also 
be hanging a plaque on the railings to indicate that 
there are First World War graves in the churchyard

During the year the Streetlight upgrade and 
conversion to LED was completed. This has led to 
significant savings of over 67% on the electricity 
charged to light the 102 streetlights we are 
responsible for which is very pleasing. 

In 2017/18 the Parish Council has financially 
supported the following organisations by means of 
grants or community donations:

Mayfield Bonfire Society

MAYFACS

Five Ashes Village Hall

The Samaritans

Primary School Prizes

Mayfield WI commemoration plaque at the Mayfield 
noticeboard.

A lot of work has been done on the design and 
requirements for the upgrade of Mayfield children’s 
play, particularly by Cllr Lilly which is greatly 
appreciated. It was anticipated to be completed 
during the year.

General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) will 
apply in the UK from 25th May 2018. GDPR is a 
major reform which will affect all organisations 
that hold and process personal data. The Parish 
Council is working towards compliancy engaging a 
Data Protection Officer and completing an Impact 
Statement and has the daunting task of a document 
audit. This also means that all Councillor email 
addresses will be changed to a generic address 
rather than a personal one.

Finally, many thanks go to the volunteer Rights of 
Ways Maintenance Team for their support provided 
to maintain our footpaths and bridleways and thank 
you to all the Councillors and lay-members who 
dedicate their time and effort for the benefit of our 
very special villages.

Cllr Deveda Redman

Chairman, Mayfield and Five Ashes Parish Council 

Facebook posts

At the last Community Safety and Traffic meeting 
it was noted that there have been reports on the 
village Facebook page recently of a suspicious van 
and of theft from a van. The Committee would like 
to remind residents not to leave tools in their vans 
overnight and to please ensure that you report 

the registration numbers of any suspicious vehicle 
to Sussex Police. It is easy to email 101@sussex.
pnn.police.uk to provide information. It may assist 
them with other previously reported activities by 
increasing their intelligence.

Potholes

As you are no doubt aware we have seen an increase 
in the number of potholes forming across the 
County, notably since the beginning of January as 
a consequence of the winter weather. East Sussex 
Highways has provided the following update:

We are experiencing a much higher level of 
contacts and reports from the public than usual and 
this has resulted in some delays in dealing with and 
responding to customer queries but we are working 
on resolving these as soon as possible. 

To manage this and ensure that the network is safe 
we have more than doubled the number of gangs 
working to fix potholes with many working full time 
over holidays and weekends and we are currently 
fixing potholes at around four times the normal rate. 
In addition to the standard method of cutting out 
and applying hot materials to fix potholes we are 
also using a different method as an interim measure 

to ensure we can respond in time and maintain a 
safe network. This method involves a product which 
can be used both in wet and freezing conditions 
and simply requires the removal of loose debris 
from the pothole, the product is then raked into 
the hole with some water added to start the setting 
process, it is then squared off and hand tamped to 
compact it to a level slightly above the level of the 
road surface. Normal trafficking then does the rest. 
This process is quick and enables more potholes 
to be repaired and the product is designed as a 
permanent material that does not necessarily need 
further work. However, we will be monitoring the 
effectiveness and the quality of the repairs and 
further works will be undertaken if required. 



Changes to bus times

Although there have been no changes to Mayfield 
and Five Ashes bus services there have been some 
to others in Wealden. Please access the following 

link for more information: www.eastsussex.gov.
uk/roadsandtransport/public/buses/bus-service-
changes

Parish Council office opening hours

The office will be closed on Wednesday 30 May 2018 and Friday 01 June 2018. 

Parish Council Grants

Please note that the application deadline for Parish 
Council grants each year is 30 September for the 
following financial year. Information on how to 
apply and the application form can be found in 
the “Key Documents / Finance” section on the 

Parish Council website at www.mayfieldfiveashes.
org.uk. Alternatively contact the Parish Council 
office on 873784 for a copy of the grants policy and 
application form.

Parish Council meetings this month:

Meeting    Date   Time  Venue

Community Development  Monday 04 June 19:30  Parish Council Office

Planning Committee   Monday 11 June 09:30  Parish Council Office

Full Parish Council   Monday 11 June 19:30  Five Ashes Village Hall

Finance & General Purposes  Monday 25 June 19:30  Parish Council Office

Rights of Ways & Trees  Wednesday 27 June 13:00  Parish Council Office

Please note that minutes of meetings are available for viewing online at:  
www.mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk and at the Parish Council Office.

Janna Todd 
Parish Clerk to Mayfield and Five Ashes Parish Council  
The Old Manor House, High Street, Mayfield TN20 6AL  

Telephone 873784  
E-mail: clerk@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk 

NATIONAL RURAL CRIME SURVEY

It’s three years since the last National Rural Crime 
Survey revealed the huge cost of crime to rural 
communities – both financial and in terms of public 
confidence and fear of crime.

The National Rural Crime Network produced a 
series of recommendations and, in many areas – 
including Sussex – the police took steps to improve 
matters. 

Now it’s time to find out what’s changed.

The survey is available now at www.
nationalruralcrimenetwork.net/survey and is open 
for submissions until Sunday 10 June.

Katy Bourne Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner



MAYFACS (Mayfield & Five Ashes  
Community Services)

Computers for public use

With the demise of our library, we have lost the 
facility of public use computers, so using money 
kindly donated by the Boyes & Belles Bonfire 
Society from last year’s carnival, we are about to 
purchase a computer which will be for public use. 
Initially, it will be sited with us in the Old Library on a 
Monday and Tuesday when the MAYFACS office is 
open, but we will be looking at making it available 
at other times and possibly other locations. It will 
be a laptop and A4 printing will be available on an 
inkjet printer.

Because we only have the one computer available, 
we’ll start with booking a time slot, so you do not 
have a wasted journey. Just drop us an email if you 
can access another computer (manager@mayfacs.
org.uk), drop in and see us or telephone us. It 
should be available for use from the middle of June 
– contact us to check.

Computer Buddies

We need your ideas – please contact us with what 
you would like from this scheme. We are currently 
looking at how this can be more effective, so more 
news later.

Monthly Trips

Letters to sign up for these monthly trips are 
available in various places in the village as well 
as from us, via email if you wish. Just drop us an 
email and we’ll send a copy to you. We have space 
to take between 22 and 26 people each month 
(depending on number of wheelchairs) so there is 
plenty of space. You are more than welcome to join 
us even if you don’t currently attend any other of our 
activities. The cost for the transport is £5 each, and 
the dates and venues are as follows all Mondays:

25 June Alfriston   
30 July Hastings  
20 August Bexhill-on-Sea  
24 September - Herstmonceaux Castle &/or 
Science Centre 
29 October – Hillier’s Garden Centre early 
Christmas shopping as there are a range of other 
outlets here as well. 
26 November – Ten Pin bowling at Hailsham (extra 
charges will be levied for this trip)

Life Stories

As I write this, 8 girls from Mayfield School will be 
beavering away (we hope!) writing up their notes 
from the meetings they have had with their 8 older 
partners. It has been a privilege to have seen this 
project in action and we are all looking forward to 
the publication of their books at the end of this 

month. We very much hope to run this again in the 
next academic year.

The “Man Shed”

As you may recall, this project has been discussed 
recently. Heathfield Age Concern are taking the 
lead on this and we will give assistance as and when 
required. They are still trying to find a permanent 
location, but the shed will be sited somewhere in 
Heathfield and all people from the surrounding 
area will be invited to use the facility. We will keep 
you updated on progress.

Tuesday Afternoon Club

There is no meeting in the Scout Hall now until 4 
September as we are off out on our travels. 

Knitting Group

This has stopped meeting in the Old Library for the 
summer months and will resume again on Monday 
3 September.

Cinema Trips

Please give Kaye Lucas a call if you are interested in 
joining others to go to the cinema. She is willing to 
co-ordinate this group so please ring her on 01435 
873193 to have a chat.

Scrabble Group

This meets monthly group is on the move to Truffles 
Café on the third Friday in the month. Next meeting 
Friday 22 June.

Light Lunch Club

Come and join us for soup, roll, fruit and company 
on June 7, 12 - 2pm Five Ashes Village Hall.

Middle House Lunches

If you would like to come to this lunch and are over 
65 please contact Ruth Daniells (865711). Please 
don’t book through the Middle House.

Contact Details – Shirley Holland or Alex Firrell

Most Mondays & Tuesdays - Old Library – next to 
the Memorial Hall (look for the new sign outside) 
Telephone: Shirley 07908 516 875 or Alex 07389 
050605 www.mayfacs.org.uk

Emails: manager@mayfacs.org.uk or admin@
mayfacs.org.uk; If you prefer to write, please leave 
a letter at The Shopping Basket



FEATURES
SUSSEX WILDLIFE TRUST

Butterfly Summer

Nothing sums up a Sussex summer more than 
watching our beautiful butterflies while they dance 
over the Downs, wander through our woods or circle 
us while we sunbathe in our back gardens. We’re 
very lucky here in Sussex as we are surrounded by 
some great, diverse countryside and, in this part 
of England, you don’t have to travel too far to find 
some fantastic butterfly habitats. The diversity of 
habitats here – woodlands, fields, heathland and 
downland - means you could encounter 45 different 
species of butterfly throughout the year.

The first butterflies you would have seen in the early 
part of the year will be the ones which have spent 
the winter as an adult hidden in garden sheds or 
tucked away under ivy and holly. In the early spring 
you may have seen Small Tortoiseshells, Commas, 
Peacocks and Red Admirals which have awoken 
from their slumbers and visited your gardens to 
top-up on nectar. Back in that mini-heatwave in 
April it was great to see the Brimstones emerging 
from hibernation. These bright yellow butterflies 
are the granddaddy of them all – they stay in the 
adult stage of their life cycle for up to ten months 
(although, admittedly, they spend most of this 
time hibernating in the undergrowth through the 
winter). Despite snoozing through months of rain 
and snow they always look perfect when they make 
their entrance in the spring – they must be made of 
Teflon.

As we head into the summer the number of different 
butterfly species you can see in Sussex increases. 
Woodlands may not be ideal habitats for butterflies 
– they’re generally too shady and dark - but along 
open, sunny woodland paths in June and July you 
may be lucky enough to encounter the two-tone 
White Admiral or the Silver-washed Fritillary. The 
Fritillary is a large orange butterfly which gracefully 
glides along woodland rides and frequently stops 
to nectar on brambles. If you’re lucky you’ll see their 
amazing display flight – the male frantically flying 
in loops around the female in order to impress his 
potential partner. 

In July I’ll be leading some butterfly walks nearby as 
part of Natural England’s ‘Wonderful Woodlands’ 
project. We’ll get out in the sunshine (hopefully) and 
look for fritillaries, admirals and other woodland 
species. I’ll give you some information on how to 
identify these species and hopefully it’ll inspire you 
to record the butterflies you see on a free app you 
can download on your phone. 

I’ll be leading two walks at Rowland Wood 
(between East Hoathly and Laughton) on 3rd 
and 15th July between 10:30-12:30. These are 
free events but places are limited so if you are 
interested in coming along drop me an email at 
wonderfulwoodlands2018@gmail.com and let me 
know your preferred date. 

Michael Blencowe - Learning & Engagement Officer

THE TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS OF A MAYFIELD FARMER - MAY

Spring (if we can call it that this year) is always a very 
busy time for sheep farmers. Even our small flock 
of 18 ewes require close monitoring at lambing 
time. Many farmers have no indoor facilities and 
have to leave the ewes out on the fields throughout 
the lambing season. We initially were in the same 
situation mainly due to our total incompetence at 
moving sheep from the field to the barn and back 
again so we would let them lamb outside and only 
bring in the newborn lambs and associated ewes if 
there were problems. However, over the years we 
have developed a routine which they seem to like 
and is much easier for us where we bring the sheep 
in each night (we are pretty good at this now!) to 
a large shed where we can feed them and make 
sure they are OK. We then let them out again in the 
morning unless they have lambed, in which case we 
put them in a pen on their own for a day or two until 
the lambs are “sorted” - more on this later.

Lambing started on 30 March and it was all go. We 
ended up with 27 lambs from our flock but there 
were some difficulties on the way. The first ewe, 
who had been a little bit poorly for a few days, 
tried to produce some very large twins but got into 
difficulties and we were unable to pull them out so 
this required a trip in the trailer to the vet at Uckfield. 
He did successfully deliver the twins but they were 
very weak and sadly did not survive. We then had 
a succession of twins and a couple of single births 
over the next 3 weeks with no real problems. We 
were then very pleased when an orphan we had 
bottle reared 2 years ago successfully gave birth to 
twins but she got very irritated with one of them and 
refused to feed him so we had to bottle feed him. 
The following day, our eldest Mum then sadly had a 
still born lamb but we successfully managed (a first 
for us!) to foster the rejected lamb to her. We then 
spotted that one of the earlier lambs really wasn’t 



doing very well so we separated her and realised 
she simply would not suck. We tried everything to 
sort her out but she clearly had a problem and she 
died overnight. We still have one ewe who has not 
lambed so we think she never got pregnant – but 
we’ll know for sure in the next week or so.

Whilst helping out where necessary during the 
birthing process, we also have to “sort” the lambs. 
This involves tagging their ears with a unique 
number (a Defra requirement), docking their tales 
to reduce the risk of fly strike (a horrid disease 
where maggots end up buried in the sheep’s dirty 
fleece, feeding off the sheep and eventually killing 
it) and castrating the boys so they can stay with their 
Mums for longer (sheep are sexually active at about 

17 weeks). We also spray paint the lambs and their 
Mums with a number so we can see who belongs to 
whom and we put some tar on the lamb’s forehead 
to try to keep foxes and crows away. We then keep 
a register of the Mum, how many lambs she had, 
their numbers and any issues at birth. This is all 
useful input for the following season.

Our next job is to vaccinate the lambs against 
clostridial diseases and spray the Mums with a 
product that further reduces the risk of fly-strike. We 
can then declare that lambing and its associated 
tasks has finished and maybe have a day off !

Fred and Madeleine, Cranesden Farm, Piccadilly 
Lane, Mayfield,  874756 farm@thegamesbarn.co.uk

HEARING DOGS FOR DEAF PEOPLE

“Hearing Dogs for Deaf People” trains dogs to alert 
deaf adults and children to important sounds and 
danger signals, thereby providing independence, 
security and companionship. Deafness is more than 
just hearing loss; Hearing Dogs also help to relieve 
the stress, isolation and loneliness that deafness 
can bring. 

The charity has its own breeding scheme to ensure 
that puppies going through the training have the 
best chance of passing their final accreditation from 
Assistance Dogs UK. This accreditation enables 
the dogs to get their own passport which shows 
they are qualified assistance dogs and allows them 
access to public places such as supermarkets, on 
public transport and in workplaces.

Each Hearing Dog is trained to their recipient’s 
needs, whether that’s alerting them to the fire alarm 
or letting them know their baby is crying in the 
night. Each dog is carefully matched at around 16 
months old with the deaf person who needs their 
support and they will help them until they retire at 
around the age of 12. 

It costs over £10,000 for the initial training of a 
Hearing Dog puppy and the average cost for the 
dog’s entire lifetime is around £40,000. To continue 

training these incredible dogs the charity is always 
planning lots of fun events and challenges for 
people to get involved in. 

The charity’s biggest event of the year is the Great 
British Dog Walk taking place at the National Trust 
property, Frog Firle Farm in Alfriston, East Sussex 
on Saturday 16th June. The event will feature lots 
of activities for adults, children and of course, 
dogs! There are gift stalls, homemade crafts and 
refreshments as well as a fun dog show, a chance 
for your dog to demonstrate their agility and 
demonstrations of Hearing Dogs at work.

The entry fee is £10 for adults in advance or £12 on 
the day and free for children (under 16). You can 
choose between two distances – 3km or 8km. Both 
walks take you through the stunning rolling hills of 
Sussex Countryside with a view of the Litlington 
white horse on the hill. 

If you are interested in taking part in the Great British 
Dog Walk or are keen to find out more about the 
charity please visit their website www.hearingdogs.
org.uk or contact the local Community Fundraising 
Manager, Emily Lyle on 01844 340695 or email 
emily.lyle@hearingdogs.org.uk

BOOK REVIEW

Ian McEwan The Children Act

In Ian McEwan’s recent brilliant novel he explores 
an issue rarely touched upon in fictional drama: 
predicaments which sometimes arise when medical 
science clashes with the spiritual convictions of an 
individual. I have only once before encountered this 
theme in fiction when in 1962 I watched a film “Life 

For Ruth” in which a father (presumably a Jehovah’s 
Witness ) heroically rescues his injured daughter 
from a drowning accident but subsequently 
refuses permission for hospital staff to administer 
a blood transfusion and as a result she dies. Moral 
arguments were then thrashed out in an emotional 
Court case. In McEwan’s novel the dilemma is taken 
further as the patient himself, seventeen year old 



Adam Henry, insists on siding with his parents in 
their defiance of the hospitals wishes to transfuse 
him. The hospital has taken their case to Court 
in order to save Adam’s life but it is a frantic race 
against time as Adam, a leukaemia sufferer, is in 
dire need of a transfusion within a matter of days. 
He is only a few months short of his eighteenth 
birthday, when as an adult his decision would be 
incontestable.

Fiona Maye, a leading High Court judge, has been 
called upon to preside over this case. While she is 
celebrated for her academic brilliance combined 
with genuine compassion and sensitivity, Fiona’s 
private life is unhappy and her childless marriage 
is imperilled. Recently she has presided over two 
cases involving ethical issues, in one of which 
divorcing orthodox Jewish parents had disputed 
over their daughter’s education. The other, more 
distressingly, involved a Catholic couple refusing 
to have their conjoined twins separated in order 
to save the life of one even though their decision 
if carried through would result in the certain 
deaths of both infants. The case has left Fiona 
traumatised but she is determined to save the life 
of Adam Henry and, an atheist, she views her role 
as an humanitarian fight against what she perceives 
as the deep ignorance and bigotry of Adam’s 
Jehovah’s Witness parents. She is struck by Adams 
physical beauty as well as by his high intellectual 
development which is in marked contrast to that of 
his parents although he shares their beliefs. Fiona 
decides to implement Section 1a. of the Children 
Act 1989 which empowers a Court of Law to place 

a child’s welfare above all other considerations and 
to hurriedly seek to persuade Adam to change his 
mind. He remains unmoved.

Time is running out for the treatment to succeed 
and Fiona decides to visit Adam in hospital. Her 
attempts to persuade him to allow the transfusion 
seem at first to be fruitless but she discovers that 
not only is he fiercely intelligent he is deeply 
sensitive with a profound love of music and poetry 
which they share. Moreover he does not truly wish 
to die. The two form a close understanding and 
through Fiona Adam comes to realise his own 
appreciation of life and beauty and to sense a richer 
reality existing beyond the narrow confines of his 
sect’s teachings. Fiona contests that although still 
lawfully a “child” Adam could be viewed as having 
already acquired the judgement of an adult known 
as being “Gillick competent” and under an Act of 
1969 he could over-ride his parents’ wishes. Finally 
she succeeds in persuading Adam to be transfused 
which saves him and Fiona’s life is back on track. 
There is however an unfortunate twist in the story as 
Adam has developed a strong romantic attachment 
to Fiona with bizarre consequences. Whilst Fiona’s 
marriage is saved, the story as regards Adam 
concludes tragically.

This book has been criticised for focusing only on 
the negative aspects of the Jehovah’s Witness faith 
but it is an enthralling read.

C.M. Baker

FOOT FACTS:  MOLES AND SUMMER HOLIDAYS 

A mole is a pigmented flat mark on the skin, 
sometimes slightly raised. They can develop at any 
age. They are made up mostly of cells that produce 
Melanin which gives moles their light to dark brown 
or black colour appearance.

Moles are fairly common on the feet, and although 
they have a very small chance of becoming 
malignant, the risk is increased on the top of the feet 
and the sole of the foot, on the toes and sometimes 
beneath the nails. The possibility of a malignant 
melanoma must be considered if a pre-existing 
mole grows rapidly or changes in shape, surface or 
colour. If the mole begins to bleed, itch or shows 
evidence of a surrounding inflammatory reaction 
this is also cause for concern. Waste no time if you 
think a mole is changing as this should be checked 
and if necessary referred to a dermatologist 
for excision and histological examination. Early 
diagnosis and treatment improves the prognosis 
considerably.

The sun is extremely hot and its core temperature 
is believed to be close to 27 million ‘F (15 million 
‘C) and its surface temperature is about 10,000 ‘F 
(6,000 ‘C).Thankfully, we only get a small amount 
of that heat down here on earth but our skin can 
burn very easily and need protection against sun-
induced skin damage and the harmful effects of 
UVA and UVB (ultraviolet radiation long & short 
wavelengths) rays from the sun.

Hopefully, we all put on sunscreen lotion for some 
protection!? Factor 50+ is a good one. However, 
many people forget to put sunscreen lotion on their 
feet, especially the tops of the feet when wearing 
sandals or open shoes, and, if sunbathing forget to 
put it on the soles of their feet. Look after your feet 
in the sun.

Katy McSundey, Mayfield Chiropody & Podiatry 
Clinic, High Street, Mayfield 873848



EYE FACTS: THE IMPORTANCE OF UV PROTECTION FOR YOUR EYES

UV radiation from the sun can damage not only 
your skin but also the cornea, lens and other parts 
of the eye. UV exposure can also contribute to 
a number of different eye conditions including 
cataract, growths on the eye and even macular 
degeneration. For these reasons there are a number 
of factors that must be considered when choosing 
a pair of sunglasses as listed below:

1. Make sure the tint is UV390 or UV400. – This means 
that the tint will protect the eyes to a wavelength 
of 400nm which will cover UVA, UVB and UVC, 
all of which can be harmful to the eye. In Europe 
it is illegal to sell sunglasses that don’t meet this 
standard but it is always important to check when 
buying them.

2. Make sure the lens is of ophthalmic quality. – This 
means that again the lens is of a certain standard 
making it strong and free from distortions.

3. Make sure the tint suits the purpose. – There are 
a huge range of tints available so make sure you 
consider if the colour and grade of the tint suits 
the activity you are likely to do whilst wearing the 
sunglasses. Even very light tints will still have a UV 
filter and provide the same protection from the sun 
as a dark tint so don’t be put off by these.

4. Last but not least, make sure they look good and 
are comfortable.

Protecting the eyes from the sun often gets 
forgotten but is just as important as wearing sun 
cream. Speak to a qualified Optician for the best 
advice on sunglass selection and protection for the 
eye.

Kevin Cramp, Pople Opticians, High Street, 
Mayfield 408135

TRAVEL NOTES

The idea of developing “sleeping booths” in 
the cargo holds of aircraft has been mooted. I’ve 
seen a mock up of how this could look and it does 
look very space age, but I’m not sure if I’d feel 
claustrophobic, just like I do in an interior cabin of 
a cruise ship. I even saw a Maldives hotel about to 
feature a glass walled underwater bedroom. Again, 
not for me, but everyone is different. I like to look 
out of a window, even if there is nothing to see! 
Now trains are ideal and I am getting more and 
more enquiries for luxury train travel worldwide and 
also for River Cruises.

Did someone say “Spa”? So many reasons to book 
a spa holiday: if you are worn out and need to relax, 
maybe a pre-wedding spa break or a post wedding 
break for the parents of the bride and groom! A 
girls week away, perhaps? Or why not go solo and 
escape all by yourself for a few days? There are four 
notable spa openings this summer: the Gennadi 
Grand Resort opens in Rhodes, the Louis Paphos 
Breeze and the Parklane in Cyprus and the beautiful 
and timeless Annabelle in Paphos is opening a 
rooftop wellbeing spa.

Disney Florida is about to add Avatar Flight of 

Passage in Orlando. I’m told it involves soaring 
across seas, speeding through jungles and diving 
into caves in a wonderful 3D magical world. In 
addition, Toy Story Land opens on 30th June at 
Disney’s Hollywood Studios. You can’t beat Disney, 
no matter how old you are or how many times you 
have been.

I am in the process of renewing my passport, which 
has less than 6 months left on it. For me, to be 
without a passport and the means to travel feels 
catastrophic! Right now, I am told passports are 
being turned round in two weeks or less, so check 
yours now and don’t leave it till the big rush in the 
summer. It can all be done online now, too. You can 
upload a picture from your phone and fill out the 
form, easy as anything. 

So, if you decide to stay in the UK and enjoy the 
summer, don’t forget to book your Autumn travel 
now, Christmas and beyond, too. For popular 
destinations such as the Caribbean and cruises, you 
need to be booking 6-12 months in advance these 
days.

Liz King - Bespoke Travel - 01273 474273 liz@
lizkingtravel.co.uk

THE JOINT AND BACK CLINIC

Using Google to research your symptoms – 
a good or very, very bad idea?

From the start, I would suggest you assume 

that I am quite biased about the subject of this 
article and that I have strongly held views. This is 
primarily driven by the number of patients I have 



seen over the last few years who present to me in 
a state of complete agitation, anxiety and fear after 
searching their symptoms on Google (other equally 
incompetent search engines are also available) 
and arrive at a diagnostic answer that is incorrect, 
ridiculous, overly-dramatic, prejudicial and with 
no basis in fact. The search results are largely the 
views of self-interested parties and based upon the 
opinions of someone who has an axe to grind or is 
trying to flog you something, normally at a vastly 
over inflated price that will not do what it claims 
anyway. 

I will try to give you a bit of guidance over this 
particular method of diagnostic reasoning, but 
from the start just assume it is not in any way logical, 
reasonable or diagnostically accurate in any way. 
Personally, I feel you would be better off casting 
the Druidic bones or viewing a Runic message 
left in rabbit droppings found in the far corner of 
Mayfield Car Park than using a search engine to 
try to investigate your symptoms and get to the 
correct diagnosis.

Let’s assume you will just ignore me; here is how to 
search medical stuff:

Stick to the big sites such as the NHS, Diabetes UK, 
Cancer research etc. Theoretically the information 
is relatively unbiased and should have been peer 
reviewed and based on research undertaken by 
professional medical people, granted it is largely 
paid for by bloated, biased pharmaceutical 
companies that are trying to sell you their product 
at vastly over inflated prices or a partially funded 

Special Interest Group but it’s still better than some 
dodgy American selling you black tar patches that 
remove skin tumours.

Get more than one opinion about what might be 
wrong and just assume if the ‘Diagnosis’ is boring, 
undramatic and common it is probably right. Do 
not assume that you have developed a One in a 
Million form of spinal cancer when it is far more 
likely that loading 3 tonnes of rubble into a skip is 
what has set your back off. 

The good news is most things correct themselves 
in a relatively short time with or without medical 
or osteopathic intervention. If you are worried do 
not wait but make an appointment with your GP. 
By the time you get to see them three weeks will 
have passed, and you will probably have forgotten 
why you made the appointment in the first place. 
If you have remembered, you can tell the GP what 
the nice people at Google have diagnosed, which 
will of course be very helpful.  This will give the GP 
a good laugh and cheer them up enormously, while 
reinforcing the view drummed into them in medical 
school that patients are not to be ‘listened to’ under 
any circumstances and don’t have even the vaguest 
concept as to how the human body works or what 
happens when it goes wrong. 

If this article has been of interest to you and you 
would like further information or advice, please 
contact me on 07939129626 or www.jointandback.
com Nigel Kettle Registered Osteopath The Joint 
and Back Clinic

FIRST WORLD WAR CENTENARY
MAYFIELD AND THE GREAT WAR - NO. 51 - JUNE 2018

In early June the German Army abandoned its third 
offensive of the spring along the Western Front. The 
German Army’s attack along the River Marne sector 
resulted in an advance of some 20 miles but had run 
out of steam meeting stiff resistance from French 
and US forces. The German losses amounted to 
some 130,000 men and although this was matched 
by Allied casualties, it was the German Army which 
found it increasingly difficult to find sufficient 
trained replacements. Nevertheless, the German 
Army prepared for a fourth offensive, again along 
the Marne sector. However the French/US forces 
were successful in slowing and then preventing 
any further German advance. Paris was once again 
threatened by German artillery in the shape of ‘Big 
Bertha’, a huge howitzer having a range of 60 miles; 
the recent advances by the German Army along the 
Western Front had brought Paris within range. In 

Italy, the Austro-Hungarian (A-H) Armies, now bereft 
of German support, launched a powerful attack 
against Italian forces across much of Northern Italy, 
in what became known as the Battle of the River 
Piave. In the North of this area the A-H Army was 
stopped by the Italian Army (including some British 
and French forces) and forced to retreat, suffering 
some 40,000 casualties. To the east, on a wide front 
across the River Piave, small gains were made by 
the A-H army before vigorous resistance by the 
Italian Army forced a retreat in some disarray. In 
Russia, Anglo-French-US forces occupied the port 
of Murmansk to prevent it falling into the hands of 
the Bolsheviks. Archangel and Vladivostok were 
occupied the latter by US troops, not only to aid the 
‘White Russians’ but also to prevent the Japanese 
from taking over the port facilities. 

Nationally, the National Salvage Council was 



encouraging local authorities to stimulate the 
recovery of all kinds of waste material for national 
purposes. Bones, condemned meat, fish and 
vegetable refuse, slaughtered horse waste, old 
tins, scrap metal, rags, waste paper and broken 
glass were all needed by the nation. Bones were of 
particular importance as they contained glycerine 
for shells. It was stated that 18lbs of bones would 
provide the propellant for an 18lb shell, phosphates 
for manure and meal for poultry. Locally, the Kent 
and Sussex Courier newspaper, week by week, and 
very carefully, began to report a growing optimism 
of the eventual outcome of the war. The German 
Army was gaining a little ground in France at great 
cost and not achieving any decisive blows and 
there was ‘something in the air’ that suggested 
the tide was on the turn. In TW and District an 
appeal was launched for another ‘Savings Week’, 
this time called Tank Week, with the aim of raising 

£250,000 to finance a Tank to be sent into battle 
with Royal Tunbridge Wells inscribed on its side. 
Given that an earlier savings week had been based 
on the purchase of a submarine for £100,000 this 
latest appeal appeared ambitious. In the event only 
£100,000+ was raised which disappointed some 
but in fact the central National Savings Committee 
had only asked the town to raise £85,000. Proposals 
to open a community kitchen in Mayfield before 
the coming winter were aired and to help raise 
funds for such a facility a fête was held at Firtoll. 
The Government had recently announced the 
introduction of general rationing, which no doubt 
prompted ideas for schemes in which a whole 
community might pool some resources for the 
greater good. The WI continued to flourish and 
at the monthly meeting it was revealed that the 
Mayfield branch had over 100 members.

Brian Oldfield & Carole Stilwell

OUR SCHOOLS
MAYFIELD PRE-SCHOOL – OFSTED ‘OUTSTANDING’

We would like to thank the Mayfield Mayfair/
Christmas Lights Committee for their generosity, 
giving a very substantial donation from sales of the 
2018 Mayfield Calendar. Thank you for all your hard 
work and to everybody who purchased a calendar. 
It’s very much appreciated. 

Our next fund-raising event is an Argentine Wine 
tasting & cheese evening at the Pink Cabbage, 
Thursday 14th June 8pm start, tickets cost £15.00. 
You can purchase tickets at Pink Cabbage or the 
Pre-School. This event was a sell out in 2017, so 

don’t miss out on a fun evening & great selection 
of wines/cheeses. 

On 23rd June Mayfield Primary School has its 
Summer Fête. We will be selling punnets of fresh 
Kent strawberries, plus strawberries & cream. 

For further information please email – 
preschoolmayfield@hotmail.co.uk Daniel 
Lee-Billinghurst, Mayfield Pre-School Chair  
www.mayfieldpreschool.co.uk

NEWS FROM FIVE ASHES CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL

It has been wonderful to see some sunshine at the 
start of this term and to see our pupils enjoying 
their learning inside and outside the classroom. 
Willow Class have embarked on their ‘Amazing 
Adventures’ learning journey and have already 
begun their first adventure exploring beaches with 
Noi, the main character from ‘The Storm Whale’ by 
Benji Davies. Maple Class have started to explore 
electricity through their ‘Zip! Bang! Pow!’ topic – 
we are really looking forward to seeing the electric 
games they create at the end of term! And finally, 
Oak Class have begun their ‘Island Adventure’ 
learning journey; they have already started island 
hopping around Europe, exploring the weather and 
climate of the beautiful locations they encounter.

This term we have welcomed another work of art 
created by Holmes Wood Play into our school 

grounds. Our 
Early Years area 
now features 
a spectacular 
seating area 
for storytelling, 
complete with 
rustic book 
shelves, a pergola 

shelter and a raised flower bed, which is soon to 
be a wildflower garden for the butterflies and 
bees. The children love the reading area; it has 
been delightful seeing them share their favourite 
books outside in the sunshine. We are now looking 
forward to watching the wildflower garden grow 
and will be sure to share some photographs of it 
with you in the future.  



This term we have also welcomed into our school 
the lovely Bradley from Premier League Primary 
Stars, a national curriculum-linked education 
programme that uses the appeal of the Premier 
League and professional football clubs to inspire 
children to learn, to be active and to develop 
important life skills. As part of our involvement with 
the programme, our year 4, 5 and 6 pupils were 
lucky enough to venture to the Amex Stadium in 
Brighton to take part in their inspirational ‘Collapsed 
Curriculum’ day. During the day the pupils took part 
in a variety of workshops with other local schools 
where they were encouraged to reflect upon their 
current learning and consider ways of becoming 
the best they can be.

The day provided the pupils with an excellent 
opportunity to develop their teamwork and 
communication skills and it was certainly enjoyed 
by all. We have included some quotations from 
three of the children who took part below to give 
you more of an insight into their experience:

“I enjoyed travelling round the stadium and 
completing challenges with groups from other 
schools. I think they asked us to complete the 
challenges to encourage us to work with other 
people and develop our confidence. One of the 
challenges involved finding three people who had 
a dog and one involved making five people laugh 
which was great fun!” – Monty

“I enjoyed listening to all the members of staff tell 
us their stories from their time at school. The main 
speaker organised the day because he didn’t do 
well at school, causing him to feel disappointed, so 
he wanted to find a way to teach young people to 
make the right choices. It was really interesting and 
motivating.” – Charlotte

“I enjoyed one of the speeches in particular. It was 
given by a man called Carlo. He explained to us 
how our learning is similar to a game of snakes and 
ladders. He explained how if you don’t focus on 
your work at school you will fall back, as if you are 
sliding down a snake, but if you are focused it puts 
you on a ladder which helps you to travel up and up 
and up! He said if your friends are trying to distract 
you, don’t join them in the snake pit, set a good 
example and climb a ladder!” – Tiegan

Looking ahead to the rest of the summer term, we 
plan to widen the range of delicious baked goods 
that are being created in our brand-new kitchen. 
We are looking for members of the community who 
would be willing to help deliver cooking workshops 
with small groups of children. Do you want to share 
your passion for cooking? Do you have a favourite, 
or local, recipe you would be willing to share? If so, 
please contact the school office on 01825 830395. 
We would be absolutely delighted to hear from 
you! 

Hannah Stanfield

NEWS FROM MAYFIELD CE PRIMARY SCHOOL

We are now well into our Summer Term and 
enjoying the warm weather that comes with it. It is 
so lovely to be able to write on parents letters to 
make sure the children have sun cream and hats for 
their class trips rather than warm coats, welly boots 
and wet weather gear!

Our Learning Journeys this term continue to be 
very creative with our youngest children finding 
out what it was like to live in castles and are also 
investigating the garden world as they learn how 
to plant seeds and then care for burgeoning 
seedlings. In other places around the school, you 
would be able to climb Jasper’s beanstalk and 
enter the world of precious plants; learn about 
the Terrible Tudors, particularly what it might have 
been like to be one of Henry VIII’s wives; take a 
journey to Turkey, discovering the country where 
East truly meets West; become a film director and 
go through all the trials and tribulations of bringing 
Red Riding Hood to the big screen; and finally 
learn about being healthy in mind, body and spirit 
(especially as the year 6 children face their end of 
key stage 2 tests).

One of the key aspects of our life at Mayfield Primary 
school are the opportunities to become involved 
whenever we can with village and community 
events. Every year, the Mayfair celebrations 
enable us to do just that, allowing us to cultivate 
in the children a responsibility to participate in 
and contribute towards these important cultural 
celebrations. Alongside children from Five Ashes 
Primary, a group of 10 children practised hard for 
a number of weeks two dances to be performed 
around the maypole. For anyone who has tried this 
style of dancing, they will know how tricky it can be 
- how easily ribbons can be tangled or performers 
can be bewildered, ‘confuddled’ or confused! 
However, despite the traditional May Day rain, on 
Saturday 12 May we were really proud of the way 
our children showed commitment to this event, 
performing well executed dances, showing great 
teamwork and enjoyment. It was also a source of 
pride to us that our youngest children, the Robins, 
performed on the day alongside their friends from 
the pre-school. A definite moment for smiles and 
‘ahs’! We also mustn’t forget our valiant recorder 
players who accompanied the performers with such 



aplomb! Well done all of you! We hope that many 
of you enjoyed their performance too, as well as it 
bringing back memories of your own attempts at 
country and maypole dancing that may have been 
long since buried! 

Whenever we can we try to take advantage 
of opportunities to teach the children about 
democracy as one of our British Values. As part of 
their studies on Turkey, Nightingales pupils have 
found out more about National Children’s Day 
which is celebrated on 23 April every year in this 
country. They discovered that on this day, some 
children have the opportunity to take charge of 
the government in that country and even have the 
opportunity to sign some legislation. In order to go 
some way to replicate this in our school, the year 4 
and 5 children were given the chance to become 
Miss Warren for the day! In order to decide 
which two children would enjoy this opportunity, 
Nightingales pupils all wrote a persuasive speech 
about why they should be chosen for this role. 
To support them with this, they benefitted from 
input from Jenny Walters, an actress, who talked 
to them about presence, the power of the pause 
and open body language as well as a giving them a 
whole range of tips for engaging their audience. In 
addition to this, Huw Merriman, MP for Bexhill and 
Battle, also came in to share with them his thoughts 
on persuading others to adopt a particular point 
of view. Some of the points he shared with them 
were the need to substantiate their arguments 
with facts, respect their audience even if they have 
an opposing viewpoint, structure their argument 
drawing attention to key aspects and to be oneself.

We were really impressed by how the pupils 
embraced this opportunity and were indeed very 
persuasive! The rest of the school had a very 
challenging job to choose the children they thought 
would best represent them in the Head of School 
role. In the end, Eleanor Walters and Sidney Parker 
gained the most votes, pushing forward their ideas 
of ensuring learning is fun, that it promotes creativity 
and allows for choice, and to introduce a chocolate 
fountain respectively! On their day of leadership 
they acquitted themselves really well, even leading 
the whole school assembly. In addition to this, Huw 
Merriman returned to play the role of ‘speaker’ as 
the year 4/5 children took part in a debate centring 
on who should decide what should be in the 

curriculum. In this way, they also learnt the skills of 
debate, considering the main arguments and the 
valuable skill of listening. Hopefully, there will be 
future advocates and politicians in their midst!

Skylarks have also been keen to support their 
learning, this time regarding the Tudors by going 
on a visit to Anne of Cleves house in Lewes which 
allowed them to see for themselves what it might 
have been like to live during this period. They learnt 
about how the Tudors prepared and cooked their 
food in the kitchens and even had the opportunity 
to dress up as Henry VIII or one of his six wives. 
Time was given to drawing a Tudor house, as well 
as undertaking a questionnaire about the house, 
answering questions about the range of artefacts in 
each room. It was a great learning experience for the 
children and was a day in which they all acquitted 
themselves perfectly, making their teacher proud of 
their excellent behaviour, high levels of enthusiasm 
and depth of knowledge shown.

As you can see, the summer term at Mayfield is 
always busy and one in which the children have an 
opportunity to thrive in experiencing different types 
of activities. On the cards over the next few weeks, 
amongst others, are our school’s celebrations of the 
Royal Wedding; planting, cultivating and nurturing 
class beds in the school garden; supporting our Year 
2 and Year 6 children through their SATs (statutory 
tests) experiences; the Year 6 residential trip to the 
Isle of Wight; visits out and about for all classes and 
of course our sports day! We continue to welcome 
those who would like to support us in any of our 
ventures whether it be reading, gardening, art work 
or any other activity. Please do contact us by calling 
Mrs Gould in the school office on 873185 or emailing 
us using the address office@mayfieldcep.e-sussex.
sch.uk

We look forward to sharing with you all our 
adventures next month, until then we will leave 
you with an inspiring quote by Neil Gaiman  – ‘We 
have an obligation to read for pleasure, in private 
and in public places. If we read for pleasure, if 
others see us reading, then we learn, we exercise 
our imaginations. We show others that reading is a 
good thing.’

Sian Collison



OUR CHURCHES
ST DUNSTAN’S CHURCH 

Our Summer Fête will be taking place on Saturday, 
30th June from 11am until 3pm in the beautiful 
grounds of St Dunstan’s Church with – for the first 
time - Five Ashes CEP School. Please put the date 
in your diary and come along and join us for a fun-
filled afternoon. There will be plenty of refreshments 
– including a BBQ, Cream Teas, Pimms and a bar – 
a Grand Raffle, bouncy castle, all sorts of children’s 

games and activities, music with the Mayfield 
Band, a bottle and teddy tombola and fantastic 
plant stall. Our Bell Tower will be open for you to 
look around and the Jubilee Handbell Ringers will 
be performing inside St Dunstan’s. If you would 
like further details or you would like to run a stall, 
please contact Nicky Higgins, St Dunstan’s Parish 
Administrator on 873484.

ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY CHURCH SUMMER FAYRE 

St Thomas’s Summer Fayre will take place on 
Saturday 7 July from 10.30 am - 2.30pm in the 
beautiful Convent garden of Mayfield School. 
There will be plenty for all the family - coffee, tea 
and lunches; strawberries and cream; Pimms, wine 
and soft drinks; homemade cakes and preserves; 
bottle stall; children’s games and toys; Tombola; 
books; bric-a-brac; plants; nearly new clothes.

We are delighted that music will be provided once 

again by the Mayfield Band. The Grand Summer 
Draw will take place at the close of the Fayre. 
Tickets for the Draw cost £1 each and there are 
many wonderful prizes.

This year one third of the proceeds from the 
Fayre and Draw will be donated to MAYFACS and 
Mayfield Scouts and Guides.

All are welcome and entry is free

ROUND AND ABOUT OUR VILLAGES
MAYFAIR THANKS

The support for this year’s Mayfair was amazing 
given that the weather was not the best. There are 
so many people to thank – the schools who danced, 
the musicians, Morris Men, Mummers, shops, stall 
holders, May Queen, Green Man, Frost Queen and 
organising committee among many others. You 
can find a full list on the mayfieldmayfair.com or the 
Mayfair Facebook page.

Thank you also to all our supporters who turned up 
on the day and stayed to look round  and support – 
and to 88 of you who took part in our BIG DANCE 
where we smashed our record for the number of 
people dancing round a Maypole.

Roger Stone (872764) / 07776 144056

PARISHES IN BLOOM 

Mayfield and Five Ashes Horticultural Societies, 
Monica Aitken as lead Parish Council representative 
and others are planning what should be an amazing 
floral display for the villages. We really hope that 
all High Street retailers and businesses as well 
as residents will get behind this idea and start 
planting their tubs, troughs and baskets and, most 
importantly, keep them watered!

Parishes In Bloom is a pilot scheme set up for this 
year by Britain In Bloom to encourage parishes which 
either have never entered this type of competition 

or haven’t for some years. Time is fairly tight to get 
this organised as judging will take place between 
15th June and 13th July. If anyone on the High Street 
would like to take part but could do with some help 
or advice please let us know via the Newsletter 
email address:- mayfieldnewsletter2012@gmail.
com.



MAYFIELD ART TRAIL

A big thank you to all those who made this event 
such a huge success, particularly those who 
hosted artists including Pople Opticians, Mayfield 
Chiropody and Podiatry, The Flowerhouse and 
Hospice in the Weald Furniture Shop. Also to 
Simon Heaton, film maker and photographer, who 
recorded the action and to all the people who 
helped with publicity and promotion. The studios 

were well attended, raising the profile of art and 
artists in the area and hopefully inspiring many to 
pick up their paint brushes. None of this would have 
been possible without the generous contribution 
from Lund, a charitable fund of Lisbet Rausing and 
Peter Baldwin.

Barbara Murray

MAYFIELD CALENDAR 2019

A reminder to all enthusiastic photographers that 
we are looking for new photographs of Mayfield 
and environs for next year’s calendar. With so many 
events either having taken place or about to this 
has to be a wonderful time to get your phones and 

cameras out and get snapping! The calendar for 
2018 sold like hot cakes and we are hoping to do 
even better for next year - all profits will go to local 
charities. All images should be landscape please 
and sent to mayfieldcalendarphotos@gmail.com. 

MAYFIELD CRICKET CLUB

The club has, for the seventh successive season, 
entered a side in the National Village Knockout 
Cup, the final of which takes place at Lords on 
September 16th. Mayfield has, in recent seasons, 
enjoyed considerable success in this time-honoured 
competition and a place in the finals is not beyond 
the realms of imagination! Indeed, last season the 
club lost a very close game to Reed Cricket Club 
who themselves went on to win the final, so we’re 
optimistic of another strong run this summer. If 
you’d like to support your village side in any of 
the competitions and leagues we have entered 
this year, including the NVKO Cup, dates of home 
fixtures will be published on the club’s FB page, 
the Mayfield village FB page, the Mayfield & Five 
Ashes Newsletter and other social media, so come 

along and get behind your club!

The club has an ever growing list of social and 
community events scheduled including quiz nights, 
classic car shows, weddings, catered events and 
Christmas parties. MCC has always considered itself 
a village facility, somewhere for Mayfieldonians to 
come and either watch or play cricket, to enjoy a 
beer or glass of wine, or to book the facilities to 
use for themselves. So, if you have a function you 
wish to hold, or there’s an event you wish to attend, 
please do not hesitate to contact the club – and 
in the meantime, come along and watch some 
exciting cricket played by local players and support 
us in our endeavours on the pitch!

Neil Macdonald enb.macdonald@gmail.com

MAYFIELD FOOTPATHS WALK

Join us on our monthly walk in the parish along 
footpaths, bridleways and quiet lanes. Each month 
we go to a different area to take advantage of the 
many public rights of way that cover the parish and 
to experience the wonderful countryside on our 
doorstep.

Meet at South Street car park on Sunday June 
24th for a 10am start. We aim to be back around 
12.30/1.00pm

Any queries:Deborah.Dixon@hotmail.co.uk

MAYFIELD BAND….THANK YOU MUM AND DAD

As we dry ourselves out after another fantastic 
Mayfair (anyone know what wash setting to use for 
ribbons?), it’s time for a little reflection. Without 
live music, the fair just wouldn’t be the same, and 
the band has played a major role in keeping the 
music live in recent years. But what keeps the band 

going? Well, Brass Bands are based on a long 
tradition of commitment, loyalty, and family. Not 
only is our band a family, but we are also part of 
the larger family of brass bands. And then within 
every brass band, not least our own, you will find 
actual families – brothers, sisters, mums, dads, and 



grandparents, all playing together, with their family 
history intertwined with the history of the band. 
At the heart of Mayfield Band is the Pursglove 
family, and the reason I mention this now, is that 
we are celebrating the fact that Maurice and Jenny 
Pursglove have just notched up an incredible 50 
years of service with the band. That’s 50 each – 
100 in total!! Throw in daughters Helen and Sally, 
and sundry other extended family members, and 
we probably have to start measuring in centuries. 
Maurice and Jenny are the very embodiment of 
commitment and loyalty, not just to the band, but to 
the wider Mayfield community. The term “unsung 
heroes” doesn’t even come close to describing 
this amazing and loving couple. Without them, it 
is debatable as to whether the village would still 
have a band, and we all owe them a huge debt of 
gratitude. They are literally and figuratively part 
of the very foundations of the band, having also 
played a major role in building our bandroom 
back in the early seventies. It goes without saying 
that they are also very fine players, and their 
exceptional musicianship has been the bedrock of 
our performances throughout this time. Perhaps 
more importantly, they have also been the driving 
force behind the junior band. Without our juniors 
the band would not survive, and as their leader, 
Jenny has that rare skill of achieving a balance 
between hard work and fun, at the same time as 
engendering a huge amount of love and respect 
from the countless pupils that have passed through 

her hands over the years. Maurice and Jenny are 
the mother and father of the band, and we have 
been blessed with their presence. Thank you, for 
everything you have done for all of us, and on a 
personal note, for me and my family. Without you, I 
would never have picked up a musical instrument, 
and life would have been a lot poorer. You have 
been responsible for enriching so many lives with 
music, and in doing so, enriching village life itself. 
I’m welling up now, so I will leave you with this 
picture of the band taken shortly after they joined 
the band, featuring Jenny, 2nd left second row, and 
Maurice far right, front row.

Simon Rudge simon@mayfieldband.co.uk 872007

BEAT THE STREET

This walking and cycling game that encourages 
schools, businesses and community groups to spur 
each other on and compete to get more active in 
their community is back in East Sussex and bigger 
than ever!

Running from 6 June to 25 July, Beat the Street will 
see towns and villages in East Sussex turned into a 
massive game where players can earn points and 
prizes for themselves and their team by exploring 
their area on foot or by bicycle. 

During this free, fun challenge close to 500 sensors 
called Beat Boxes will appear on lampposts across 
East Sussex including four hidden in Mayfield 
with more Beat Boxes nearby in Crowborough, 
Wadhurst and Heathfield. Start to play the game 

by swiping as many Beat Boxes as possible to earn 
points and win prizes.

Players can pick up a Beat the Street card and map 
at St Dunstan’s Pharmacy. Teams across the county 
will be competing against each other to see who 
can travel the furthest. Players can create their own 
teams with their friends or colleagues or register to 
join the existing team of a local school, community 
group or workplace to be in with a chance of 
winning hundreds of pounds worth of sport and 
fitness vouchers.

To find out more about Beat the Street – visit 
beatthestreet.me/eastsussex Also, watch our 
How to Play video: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=KJbOghMQ5ZM

GARDENING TIPS 

We recently had to pay a family visit to North Wales 
so, of course, we managed to find time to visit 
Bodnant, one of the greatest gardens, particularly 
for azaleas and rhododendrons. We have some 

good gardens for these species in the Weald 
but Bodnant beats them by miles since it had a 
makeover a few years ago. Part of the changes 
was the creation of a winter garden and there were 



several choice, smaller plants in that area that I 
made note of. A bergenia B.atrusanguinea “Helen 
Dillon” has leaves about a quarter of the size of 
the common “elephant’s ears”, and as the name 
suggests, they are a deep burgundy red. A small 
herbaceous sweet pea, lathyrus vernis was covered 
in dusky pink flowers at about one foot high. It 
is available in other colours. There were several 
different pulmonarias (lungworts) including “lewis 
plamer” which is a strong blue and “red robin” 
obviously red. Bodnant is a big garden with some 
steep paths but there is plenty to see on more 
accessible areas.

On 25th April we visited Arundel for a guided tour 
of the castle and an afternoon in the gardens and 
grounds where a tulip festival using 60,000 bulbs 
was in full swing. There is so much history in the 
castle that I think you learn a lot more by having 
a guide. The approach to Castle and gardens 
looks dauntingly steep but they run a free buggy 
service from the entrance to garden and castle and 
the stewards in the castle are very attentive with 
anyone needing help. Once you reach the garden, 
it is mostly level and accessible.

I am not usually a great tulip enthusiast – a bulb field 
full of tulips as far as the eye can see does nothing 
for me but at Arundel they had used planting and 
colour combinations very cleverly. The outstanding 

display was a large labyrinth on a sloping site which 
made it easy to view. The intermediate circles 
between the grass paths were planted with bright 
red tulips. The effect was stunning yet natural. The 
path up to the main garden was planted with a wide 
swathe of yellow and white tulips inter-planted with 
cowslips; softer colours which prepared the eye for 
the stronger shades to come.

A useful plant which is sometimes ignored and 
almost regarded as a weed is lunaria or honesty. It 
can be biennial “l.annua” or perennial “l.rediviva” 
but the former is more common. It is easy to 
grow from seed and will then self-seed but not 
aggressively so. Surplus seedlings are easily 
weeded out and the remaining ones are fully hardy. 
The colour varies from white to deep purple and is 
lightly scented. For the best results give each plant 
plenty of room. “Mustard purple” is one of the best 
varieties. Lunaria is an easy plant, happy in sun or 
light shade. Sow direct or in pots in the spring. In 
addition to the flowers we get a long season from 
lunaria because of the white, papery seed capsules.

Some more Victorian pest control. To deter snails 
use a paste of train oil mixed with soot. They will 
not pass it! To keep birds and rodents off a border 
place a shelter, such as a large flower pot, at each 
end and stretch a wire between them. 

John Logan

MAYFIELD BUSINESS FORUM (MBF)

Last month two members of the MBF were lucky 
enough to go on a visit to the London Stock 
Exchange and then the Houses of Parliament kindly 
organised by our MP, Nus Ghani. At LSE they were 
able to see the daily opening and discuss rural 
business with a group from the LSE. Both reported 
how informative and enjoyable the visit was. Many 
other members are hoping that there might be 
spaces available for them on future visits.

Our June 6th meeting will be another joint meeting 
with the High Street retailers where we will be 
looking at activities to boost High Street trade 
during the summer and autumn.  Please look out on 
the website for final details of timing and location, 
or contact me for information.

On Tuesday 3rd July, we are delighted that Chris 
White, Cyber Protect / Prevent Supervisor at the 
South East Regional Organised Crime Unit is 

coming to speak to us about Cyber Security.  With 
online tools being used more and more in our 
businesses, staying secure online is becoming 
increasingly important.  Hearing from the experts 
about the latest threats and how we can counter 
them will be incredibly useful.

Anyone is welcome, with the talk being aimed 
primarily towards traders, businesses and 
organisations.  If you are not a regular MBF member 
and want to attend please let myself or Chris Lilly 
know beforehand.

Roger Stone (872764) / 07776 144056 roger@
rogerstoneconsultancy,com



MAYFIELD HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Saturday 21st July 2.30pm - Summer Show, 
Mayfield Memorial Hall /Scout & Guide Hall.

Our Show Secretary, Diane Kirkness, welcomes 
entries from everyone! Free Summer Show Schedule 
available at MAYFACS office in The Old Library (to 
the right of the main entrance to Mayfield Memorial 
Hall), open 9am to 4pm most Mondays and 
Tuesdays, Truffles Bakery and Mayfield Chiropody 
and Podiatry Clinic in Mayfield High Street and The 
Shopping Basket in Station Road. Alternatively, the 
Schedule can be viewed on our website www.mhs.
mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk and the entry form printed 
off. Photocopies of entry forms also accepted. See 
the Schedule for details of all the vegetable, fruit, 
flower, floral art, crafts, domestic and photographic 
classes open to everyone and the art and craft 
classes just for children. Note the 50-word Mini 
Saga, ‘The Lie’, with the appropriate entry form, 
must be in by 4pm Thursday 12thJuly to allow time 
for judging. All other entry forms must be in by 
Thursday 19th July. The Schedule contains details 
on delivery of the entries on the day of the Show, 
hints for exhibitors, Show Rules, details on points 
awarded for collections of vegetables and recipes 
for some of the Domestic classes. If you want to join 
the Society for £5, there is also a Membership form 

on page 21 of the Schedule, or it can be printed off 
from our website. We are excited to introduce new 
classes for 2018; any flower/vegetable grown from 
a plug plant in a novelty container eg an old boot, 
a vegetable-based cake, a ‘free from’ sweet or 
savoury dish (eg dairy free, gluten free, meat free, 
vegan) and a family project ‘picnic in a container’. 
For children, there are new fun things to make; an 
edible necklace, a butterfly mask (under 7), dinosaur 
mask (8-9) and mask of your choice (10-11). The 
Show Schedule has something for everyone and 
we really hope that you will have a look and feel 
inspired to enter this vibrant Mayfield event.

Wednesday 22nd August - Summer Outing to 
RHS Wisley- everyone welcome. 

Cost £17 per person for entry and transport. Departs 
The Middle House, Mayfield 9.15am, returning 
approximately 5pm. To book contact Bridget Blow, 
email ericblow@btinternet.com, phone 872829 or 
book at the Summer Show.

A big thank you to everyone who supported our 
plant sale by growing, selling or buying plants.

Rosemary Bayliss mayfieldhorticulturalsociety@
gmail.com

MAYFIELD EVENING WI

Our meeting on Tuesday 8th May was enjoyable 
and informative. The first item discussed was the 
Resolution to be brought up at the NFWI annual 
Meeting in Cardiff on 6th June. Toni Whewell 
read out the resolution which was entitled Mental 
Health Matters and we had a good discussion after 
which we voted to tell our delegate to vote for the 
resolution unless she thought the discussions at the 
meeting made her change her mind. Jacqueline 
Suckling gave a report on the Craft Course at County 
that she had attended and showed us the peacock 
she had made. Elizabeth Streeter’s daughter gave 
an illustrated talk on the effect of plastics on the 
world today. Elizabeth is at University and goes 

diving taking films on the effect plastic has on the 
sea. We all agreed it was up to us to start making a 
difference. 

After tea and coffee we had a short game of bingo, 
then the raffle finished a lovely evening. Our next 
meeting is 12th June when our speaker will be 
Simon Mott talking about “What makes a Super 
Star.” It is in The Memorial Hall at 7.15 for 7.30 start. 
If you would like to join us just come along and we 
will make you welcome but if you would like any 
information phone our secretary Berenice Blurton 
on 872039

Margaret Rae. 

FRIENDS OF ARGOS HILL WINDMILL

Thank you to those who supported our 3 open 
days in May. We depend on raising funds on these 
days to support the ongoing maintenance of our 
windmill. 

Sunday 17th June (2 - 5pm) is our open day this 
month. Do come and support the work of our team 
of volunteers and view the restoration progress. 

Come and see David Stiff and Martin Bates fitting 
new cogs into the brake wheel and hear about all 
the work this involves.

John Bowerman, Chairman of the Friends of Argos 
Hill Windmill



ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

Our next Branch meeting will be held at the Mayfield 
Cricket Club on Wednesday 13 June starting from 
18.30. Our speaker is Simon Bellamy on ‘Operation 
Pedestal’. The story of the relief of the siege of 
Malta during WW2. We are hoping that Betsy 
Dixon, one of our members will be fit enough to 
attend this meeting as our Guest of Honour. Betsy 
has lots of memories as she was in Malta during 
the German attempts to subjugate the island and 
enhance Rommel’s Afrika Corps in their operations

We would dearly love to see new faces at this 
branch meeting, with no commitment to join up!  
I think you would enjoy the evening in convivial 
surroundings with bar and pre-ordered supper.  
Please telephone me or our secretary John Neal 
872113 if you are interested or would like more 
information.

Kevin Swaine 872197 / 07970 787465

FIVE ASHES STOOLBALL CLUB

Please come along and support our Quiz Night on 
Saturday 16th June at Five Ashes Village Hall for 
7.30pm start. Teams of 6, please bring own food 

and drink, tickets £5pp. Please book your table with 
Sue Wren on 01825 830520. Look forward to seeing 
you there.

NATIONAL GARDENS SCHEME 

Mayfield gardens open for charity Saturday 
9th June and Sunday 10th June, 

1pm-5pm

We have eight gardens to view including Shaldon 
in Station Road which is new to the group this year.

- The Oast 2017 

The trail will consist of: 
Hoopers Farm and Meadow 
Cottage in Vale Road, The 
Oast and May Cottage in 
Fletching Street (both of 
these are returning to the 
group after a year’s break), 
Oak Croft in South Street, 
Shaldon and Mulberry in 
Station Road and the South 

Street Plots. There will be extra car parking in the 
field at Hoopers Farm.

Homemade teas will be served at Hoopers Farm 
and at The Oast. Steven Moore from Rapkyns 

Nursery will be selling plants on the grass walkway 
between Meadow Cottage and Hoopers Farm. 
(Steven donates a percentage of his sales to the 
NGS).  

Dogs on short leads are welcome in all gardens 
except in South Street Plots.

All the gardens will be well signposted. You may 
buy your ticket and pick up a map at whichever 
garden you start the trail. The cost is £6 (children 
free).

As always, we are hoping for good weather. A sunny 
day, wandering round our lovely village looking at 
gardens in full bloom, tea and cake alfresco, sounds 
like a perfect way to spend an afternoon!

Last year The National Garden Scheme donated 
£3.1 million to caring and nursing charities including 
Macmillan Cancer Support, Marie Curie, Hospice 
UK and Carers Trust. It couldn’t have been done 
without your help; please support us again this year.

Sarah Ratcliffe

SCOUTS SUPPORTERS COMMITTEE

Thank you if you helped in any way with our 
‘Mammoth’ Jumble Sale in April – we raised just 
over £800 which was phenomenal and will support 
our youngsters on their summer camps this year. 
We do have 2 more fundraising activities to come in 
June and, as always, we would be most grateful for 
your support. We will be holding a Coffee Morning 
in London House on Saturday, 16th June from 
10am to 12noon with wonderful homemade cakes 

for sale and there will also be a raffle. Our main 
fundraising activity of the summer will be a BBQ/
Garden Party on Sunday, 24th June from 12.30pm 
by kind invitation of Sue and Charles Marshall in 
their gardens in Five Ashes and tickets (priced £10 
each or £25 for a family of 4) are now on sale from 
the scouting group leaders or Rosina Fabrics so 
please do buy yours soon. As well as the food there 
will be a programme of games for all ages, a raffle 



and other activities. All the profits raised from these 
2 events will go into our funds that support the 
running of the Scout and Guide Hall and support 
our scouting groups.

We are always looking for members of the 
community to join our Supporters Committee and 

help give our youngsters the best opportunities that 
we can.  If you would like any further information 
on ways that you can help, please contact me on 
873054.

Nicky Higgins Secretary, Scouts Supporters 
Committee

MAYFIELD AND DISTRICT U3A 

The title for the May general meeting’s talk was 
Hearthrobs, a History of Women and Desire. 
Given by Carol Dyhouse, Professor Emeritus of 
the University of Sussex, it was both profound and 
highly amusing. Illustrated with images of a range 
of male heartthrobs (from Byron to boy bands via 
The Beatles) we were both entertained and given 
a completely new perspective on the objects 
of female desire. The next month’s meeting is 
about transport - the details are on our new and 

updated website, which is well worth looking at! 
Unfortunately for everyone involved in the Mayfield 
Mayfair, the rain kept many people away, but the 
U3A stall, complete with balloons, was manned 
throughout and we had contributions from some of 
our many groups on display to demonstrate how 
varied our programme is. Contact Polly Bradford, 
Chairman 873946, or Sue Petrie, Membership 
Secretary, 01892 542894, for more information 
about joining us.

MAYZING COMMUNITY CHOIR

It’s summer concert time again! Please come along 
to our concert in St Dunstan’s Church on Saturday 
14th July start 7.30pm (doors open at 7pm). As 
usual there will be a an interesting mix of music, 
spanning not just decades but centuries too and a 
chance for audience participation!

Tickets will be on sale in The Shopping Basket, from 

Shirley in The Old Library on a Monday or Tuesday 
or from a member of the choir. Prices are £8 for 
adults and £4 for children/students. Any profit from 
the concert will be going to a charity, still to be 
decided. We hope to see you there.

Shirley Holland

LUNCH IN AID OF OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHILDREN 

I would like to thank all the people who attended 
and/or donated money. The ex “SHAA” committee 
members who cooked the delicious luncheon and 
Burnett’s Estate Agency who kindly sold tickets. The 

luncheon was an outstanding success and to date 
we have raised, £2,292.00 to help young people.

Kathryn Daughtrey

Mayfield Festival 2018 

The Mayfield Festival was a fantastic success this 
year with well attended events across the genres and 
some amazing (and not so amazing) weather. The 
Tunbridge Wells International Music Competition 
featured some highly talented young musicians 
and was won by Toby Hughes on the Double Bass 

who will be performing at the 2020 Festival. A big 
thank you to all the helpers and hosts who made 
the whole thing possible. Please save dates for the 
50th Anniversary Festival in  2020:  Sunday  26 April  
– Sunday 10 May.

CELEBRATION/OPEN FORUM/ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
As members of the audience at the Mayfield Music 
and Arts Festival, we would like to thank everyone 
involved who gave of their time and expertise which 
resulted in an excellent Festival. It was obvious 
from the applause at the end of each concert just 
how much pleasure this had given. We consider 
ourselves extremely lucky to be able to enjoy such 
quality of music and art, at a reasonable price, yet 

right on our doorstep. This would not be possible 
without the hard work of everybody concerned - 
many, many thanks. Here’s to the next Festival in 
2020.

Michael and Angela Wilford



UP AND DOWN THE HIGH STREET
POST OFFICE UPDATE

The Parish Council has recently received a letter 
from the Post Office regarding the situation in 
Mayfield. It reads as follows:

“I am writing to inform you that, regrettably, 
following the resignation of the postmaster and the 
withdrawal of the premises for Post Office use the 
above branch will be closing temporarily on 19th 
May 2018.

The provision of a Post Office service to our 
customers in the local community is important to us, 
and we will continue to work hard to restore services 
in the area as soon as possible. We would welcome 
any applications from potential retail partners 
interested in running a branch locally on our behalf. 
The vacancy is currently being advertised on our 
website www.runapostoffice.co.uk and applications 
will be carefully considered. If you are aware of any 
interested parties, please do share the link with 
them.

I would like to assure you that we are working hard 
to keep any period of closure to a minimum and 

we are currently investigating the options available 
which will enable us to reinstate a Post Office 
service to the local community. In exploring this, it 
is important that any future service is sustainable 
for the person operating the service, and for Post 
Office Limited. 

Future provision will reflect customer numbers and 
usage and we may take the opportunity to establish 
an alternative type of service.......

If you have any questions you would like to raise 
about this matter, please write to me via the 
National Consultation Team. Please note that your 
comments will not be kept confidential unless you 
expressly ask us to do so by clearly marking them 
“In Confidence”.......

Yours sincerely

Cheryl Sitch, Area Network Change Manager, 
PostOffice.co.uk”

PIN-UPS 
 

A big thank you to Pin Ups for running the competition for the May Queen and Hannah in particular for 
doing such a good job on the hair of May Queen Araminta. The “winner” is based on a draw from everyone 

who entered rather than a competition as such. There were a lot of little girls staring in admiration at our 
beautiful May Queen this year. If your daughter or granddaughter was one of those remember to enter her 

for next year! 



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY - JUNE 2018 ONWARDS
JUNE

Friday 1 Mayfacs Lunch Club Five Ashes Hall 12 – 2pm

Monday  4 Yoga - intermediate Scout & Guide Hall 6.45-8.15pm

Tuesday 5 Yoga - beginners Scout & Guide Hall 10-11.30am

Tuesday 5 Yoga – chair-based Scout & Guide Hall 12-1pm

Tuesday 5 Tuesday Afternoon Club Away-day  Bluebell Railway 

Wednesday 6 Weight Watchers Five Ashes Hall 9.15-10.15am

Wednesday 6 Yoga - beginners Scout & Guide Hall 10-11.30am

Wednesday 6 Pilates Five Ashes Hall 7.15-8.15pm

Wednesday 6 Mayfield Business Forum TBC 

Thursday 7 Mayfacs Light Lunch Five Ashes Hall 12 – 2pm

Sat/Sun 9/10 NGS - Mayfield Gardens 7 gardens open to visitors 1-5pm 
  Open for Charity

Monday 11 Yoga - intermediate Scout & Guide Hall 6.45-8.15pm

Monday 11 Parish Council meeting TBC 7.30 – 9.30PM

Tuesday 12 Yoga - beginners Scout & Guide Hall 10-11.30am

Tuesday 12 Yoga – chair-based Scout & Guide Hall 12-1pm

Tuesday 12 Mayfield Evening W.I. Speaker:  
  Simon Mott Memorial Hall 7.15pm

Wednesday 13 Weight Watchers Five Ashes Hall 9.15-10.15am

Wednesday 13 Yoga - beginners Scout & Guide Hall 10-11.30am

Wednesday 13 Mayfacs Tea & Chat Five Ashes Hall 2.30 – 4pm

Wednesday 13 Pilates Five Ashes Hall 7.15-8.15pm

Wednesday 13 Royal British Legion Meeting Mayfield Cricket Club 6.30pm

Thursday 14 Argentine Evening The Pink Cabbage 8pm

Saturday 16 Scout Supporters Cttee Coffee Morning London House 10am -noon

Saturday 16 Great British Dog Walk Frog Firle Farm, Alfriston 11am

Saturday 16 Quiz Night in aid of Five Ashes  
  Stoolball Club Five Ashes Hall 7.30pm

Sunday 17 Open Day Argos Hill Windmil 2 – 5pm

Monday 18 Yoga - intermediate Scout & Guide Hall 6.45-8.15pm

Tuesday 19 Yoga - beginners Scout & Guide Hall 10-11.30am

Tuesday 19 Yoga – chair-based Scout & Guide Hall 12-1pm

Tuesday 19 Middle House Lunches Middle House 12.30pm

Wednesday 20 Weight Watchers Five Ashes Hall 9.15-10.15am



Wednesday 20 Yoga - beginners Scout & Guide Hall 10-11.30am

Wednesday 20 Pilates Five Ashes Hall 7.15-8.15pm

Friday 22 Scrabble in Truffles Truffles Café 2.30pm

Saturday 23 Coffee Morning for Macmillan  
  and Alzheimer’s London House 10am -  noon

Sunday 24 Mayfield monthly footpaths walk South Street car park 10.00 –12.30pm

Sunday 24 Scout Supporters Cttee BBQ/Garden  Sue and Charles Marshall 
  Party gardens in Five Ashes TBC

Monday 25 Yoga - intermediate Scout & Guide Hall 6.45-8.15pm

Monday 25 Mayfacs trip to Alfriston TBC 

Tuesday 26 Yoga - beginners Scout & Guide Hall 10-11.30am

Tuesday 26 Yoga – chair-based Scout & Guide Hall 12-1pm

Wednesday 27 Weight Watchers Five Ashes Hall 9.15-10.15am

Wednesday 27 Yoga - beginners Scout & Guide Hall 10-11.30am

Wednesday 27 Pilates Five Ashes Hall 7.15-8.15pm

Thursday 28 Poetry Group Coach House Cottage 10.30 – 12.00

Saturday 30 Summer Fête St Dunstan’s Church grounds 11am - 3pm

JULY
 
Tuesday 3 Mayfield Business Forum: Chris White  
  talk on cyber security TBC 

Thursday 5 MLHS visit to Amberley Museum Coach leaves Mayfield at 09.00 

Saturday 7 Summer Fayre St.Thomas of  Mayfield School Convent 
  Canterbury Garden 10.30- 2.30 

Saturday 7 Maintenance morning St. Dunstan’s Churchyard 10am-noon

Sunday 8 Friends of St. Dunstan’s Garden Clayton’s Farmhouse,  
  Party Newick Lane Noon-2pm

Tuesday 10 Tuesday Afternoon Club outing TBC 

Wednesday 11 Mayfacs Tea & Chat Five Ashes Hall 2.30 – 4pm

Saturday 14 Mayzing Concert St. Dunstan’s 7.00pm for 7.30pm

Tuesday 17 Middle House Lunches Middle House 12.30pm

Friday 20 Scrabble in Truffles Truffles Café 2.30pm

Saturday 21 Mayfield Horticultural  Memorial & Scout &  
  Society Summer Show Guide Halls 2.30pm

Wednesday 25 Mayfacs Tea & Chat Five Ashes Hall 2.30 – 4pm

Thursday 26 Poetry Group Coach House Cottage 10.30 – 12.00

Saturday 28 Five Ashes Horticultural Society –  
  100th Summer Show Five Ashes Hall TBC

Monday 30 Mayfacs trip to Hastings TBC 



AUGUST
 
Monday 20 Mayfacs trip to Bexhill TBC 

Wednesday 22 Mayfield Horticultural Society summer outing to RHS Wisley 
 

SEPTEMBER
 
Saturday 1 Slow Short Film Festival Memorial Hall & Mayfield TBC 
   School Concert Hall

Tuesday 4 Tuesday Afternoon Club Scout & Guide Hall 2.30 – 4.15pm

Saturday 15 Boyes & Belles Carnival  TBA

Sunday 16 National village cricket cup final Lords Cricket Ground TBC

Saturday 22 “Know your Village Church” St. Dunstan’s Church 

Monday 24 Mayfacs trip to Herstmonceaux TBC 

Wednesday 26 Royal British Legion Meeting Mayfield Cricket Club 6.30pm

Saturday 29 Mayfield Horticultural Society Supper TBC 

OCTOBER
 
Friday 19 Mayfield Horticultural Society talk TBC 

Friday 19 Royal Marines Association band concert TBC 

24-27  Mayfield Community Play TBA
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Deveda Redman – Chairman
Fair Meadow Farm, Fir Toll Road, 
Mayfield, TN20 6NA
☎ 01435 872558
✉  deveda.redman@mayfieldfiveashes.

org.uk

Gill Weavers – Vice Chairman
September Cottage, Fletching Street,
Mayfield, TN20 6TE 
☎ 01435 872547  
✉ gill.weavers@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

Monica Aitken
Coldharbour, Lake Street,  
Mayfield, TN20 6PT
☎ 01435 872454
✉  monica.aitken@mayfieldfiveashes.

org.uk

Patricia Balfour
Knowle, Newick Lane,  
Mayfield, TN20 6RD
☎ 01435 872920
✉ patricia.balfour@mayfieldfiveashes.
org.uk

Tommy Buck
24 Southmead Close,
Mayfield TN20 6UJ,
☎ 07718 787748
✉ tommy.buck@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk 

Robert Fitzsimmons 
6 Westfield Close,  
Five Ashes, TN20 6LA
☎ 01825 830886 
✉  robert.fitzsimmons@mayfieldfiveashes.

org.uk 

Herb Hills
Old Warren, East Street
Mayfield, TN20 6TU
☎ 01435 872017 

Christopher Lilly 
Versyns Farm, Vale Road,  
Mayfield, TN20 6BD
☎ 01435 873631
✉ chris.lilly@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

David Miles
39 Mayfield Grange, Little Trodgers Lane, 
Mayfield, TN20 6BF
☎ 01435 873980
✉ david.miles@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

Rosemary Neal 
Hurst Hill, Rotherfield Lane,  
Mayfield, TN20 6ET
☎ 01435 872113 
✉  rosemary.neal@mayfieldfiveashes.

org.uk

Ian Parker
Meriden, Sunnybank Close,  
Mayfield, TN20 6TT
☎ 07971 979137 
✉ ian.parker@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk 

Eleanor McDonnell-Slater
1 Queensmount, Five Ashes,  
East Sussex, TN20 6LH
☎ 07952471126
✉  e.mcdonnellslater@mayfieldfiveashes.

org.uk

Julie Upton 
Little Hurst, Swife Lane, Broad Oak,  
Heathfield, TN21 8UX
☎ 01435 883404 
✉ julie.upton@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

Jeremy Watkiss
Cherry Tree Cottage, Coggins  
Mill Lane, Mayfield, TN20 6UT
☎ 01435 873844
✉ jerry.watkiss@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

Elaine Wheeler
31 Queensmount, Five Ashes,  
TN20 6LH
☎ 01825 830809
✉  elaine.wheeler@mayfieldfiveashes.

org.uk

PUBLIC OPENING TIMES
Monday  09.00 – 11.00
Wednesday  09.00 – 12.00
Friday 09.00 – 11.00

OFFICE ADDRESS
Mayfield & Five Ashes Parish 
Council
Old Manor House, High Street,  
Mayfield TN20 6AL

Tel  01435 873784
Fax  01435 873726
Email   clerk@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk
Web  www.mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

Councillor details

www.mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk



MAYFIELD PRIMARY SCHOOL

SKIPPERS HILL

SKIPPERS HILL MAYFIELD & FIVE ASHES PRIMARY SCHOOL

MAYFIELD PRE-SCHOOL

PEMBURY



Design and production by Kingsline Solutions Ltd.

This page is for photos of Mayfield and Five Ashes and of local events.  
Do please send us your pictures to mayfieldnewsletter2012@gmail.com

ARAMINTA - MAY QUEEN WITH THE GREEN MAN

MAYFIELD PRIMARY SCHOOL

MAYFIELD GIRLS SCHOOL

BRICKLEHURST SCHOOL

ALL SCHOOLS MINUS PEMBURY

THE BIG DANCE


