
mayfield &  
five ashes

newsletter

NO. 486 JULY 2018A DONATION OF £1 WELCOME                                                                       



The Oast - one of the Mayfield Open Gardens - see the inside back cover for more lovely photographs
Thanks to Fiona Lydon Watson for the front cover and to Simon Heaton for last month’s great front cover

David Stiff and Martin Bates fitting their new apple wood cogs to the brake wheel inside the mill
Argos Hill Windmill Open Days Sunday 8th July and Sunday 22nd July 2 – 5 pm

Mayfacs trip on the Bluebell Railway



useful information 

LOCATION OF DEFIBRILLATORS
Five Ashes Inn - on the wall to right of pub entrance 

Woodhill Surgery - in the entrance porch 
Mayfield Primary School - on the wall by steps to main entrance 

 
Defibrillators are housed in weatherproof boxes and are accessible 24/7 

Full audio prompts guide you through as soon as you open the lid 
 

PLEASE FAMILIARISE YOURSELF WITH THESE LOCATIONS -  
IT COULD SAVE SOMEONE’S LIFE

NATWEST MOBILE BANKING SERVICE 

The service operates on Mondays (except Bank Holiday Mondays)  
from 1.15 to 2.15pm in the Memorial Hall overflow car park (near the Band Hut)

 

DOG OWNERS
The Friends of Mayfield Churchyard would just like to remind dog walkers to keep their 

dogs on a lead whilst in the churchyard. It has been noticed that some owners have 
been using the churchyard as a play area for their dogs and this can be distressing for 
people visiting their loved ones’ graves. It would be very much appreciated if people 
could remember to treat the churchyard with respect and take their dogs to a more 

appropriate area to play. Thank you for your cooperation. Kim Chiffey, Trustee. 



WELCOME FROM THE EDITORS

One definition of football “twenty two men kick a ball around for ninety 
minutes and then Germany win”. Yes it’s World Cup time again! This is 
being written the day after England’s footballers won their first game of 

the tournament .The joke goes that last time in Brazil the team were on their way home even before they’d 
finished their course of anti-malarial tablets. Hopefully though by the time you read this they will have got 
through their Group this year into the round of the last 16. Unlike in previous tournaments when our team was 
surrounded by hype and unrealistic expectations this year there seems to be a mood of realism (“It’s not the 
despair. I can take the despair. It’s the hope that kills you”). We wish our young team well and will be ready to 
join the mounting excitement and to unfurl the St George flags once the team are in the knock-out stages. 
And who knows if we triumph “Sir Harry Kane” does have a certain ring to it! 

No-one is going to win the World Cup without great teamwork and on the subject of teamwork may we draw 
your attention to two articles this month. The first being “Your Village Needs You”, the second recounting 
the exploits of our splendid cricket teams.

Some folk have commented (adversely) that whilst the new-look Newsletter looks good on the outside, 
inside in content it is still the same old yellow pages. Of course there will be many who will be delighted that 
is so. Equally the editors feel that we should seek to “freshen up” the content whilst remaining true to our 
core purpose of keeping everyone informed of happenings in our villages and of supporting our clubs and 
societies. Do then keep a look out in forthcoming editions when there will be some new features and articles, 
a puzzles page (the first of which appears this month) and hopefully contributions from and competitions for 
our young people. Our aim is to produce a Newsletter which people will be interested to read as well as it 
containing all the news and information you need. 

As one new initiative our local MP Nus Ghani has kindly agreed to submit a monthly piece to us, the first of 
which appears this month. The newsletter is strictly non-sectarian and non-party and this will not be a party 
political broadcast. However whatever one’s political persuasion the fact is that she is our local Parliamentary 
representative and so we consider that it will be of interest to our readers to hear about her activities on our 
behalf.

We wish you all a very happy July and yes “C’mon England!!”

 Andrew Watson & Jeanette Hore Editors

DEADLINE FOR COPY FOR NEWSLETTER

Copy should be submitted at the latest by noon on the 15th of the prior month. Early submissions 
are encouraged. Please send an email to mayfieldnewsletter2012@gmail.com with the name of your 

organisation or the topic of your copy in the Subject line; or deliver hand-written copy to The Shopping 
Basket (3, Station Road, Mayfield). Please show on all submissions the subject, name of author and a 

contact number in case of queries. Ideally type in Arial (not Arial Black) 11pt. 

For advertising copy contact Kas Shepperson email mfanadvertising@outlook.com or deliver to The 
Shopping Basket also by 15th of the prior month.

Unless otherwise stated the views expressed in MAYFIELD & FIVE ASHES NEWSLETTER are those of the 
contributors, and not of the Editors and Committee. The Editors reserve the right to omit, cut, or amend 

any contribution offered for publication.

Finally, unless otherwise stated, telephone numbers given are those for the Mayfield village area 
and therefore, if phoning from outside the area, should be prefixed with 01435.



MAYFIELD & FIVE ASHES PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
Antisocial Parking

I’m afraid I have to start off this article with another 
grumble about antisocial parking in Mayfield 
High Street – that is parking on the double yellow 
lines, exceeding the two hour limit and blocking 
the entrance to Royal Oak Mews and parking on 
the pavements. In addition to the usual parking 
problems there has been an issue in front of St 
Dunstan’s Church, while their black cones were 
out along the double yellow lines and the funeral 
procession was in the High Street. Although 
disabled drivers absolutely have the right to park 
on double yellow lines we politely suggest that 

if the cones are in situ they are not moved and 
that alternative parking is sought. If more able-
bodied residents could refrain from parking on the 
yellow lines in the High Street it would make more 
spaces available for blue badge holders. There is 
often plenty of parking available at the car parks 
in Tunbridge Wells Road that are only two minutes 
away from the High Street. For those who do not 
mind and can manage the short incline to the High 
Street don’t forget the South Street car park is also 
very close.

Natwest Mobile Bank

Natwest has apologised for not being in Mayfield 
on Monday 04 June. Their vehicle developed 
a serious fault the previous Tuesday following 
torrential rain and had to go back to Scotland for 
repairs. I have been informed that they did try to 
telephone regular customers to let them know. A 
replacement vehicle was collected from Bristol and 
arrived the following Monday. However at the time 
of writing this article I was informed that this also 
had developed faults and so they would be able 

to offer a limited service of cheques and paying-in 
slips only on Monday 18 June.

Now that their Heathfield Branch has closed they 
have advised that they will be in the Co-Op car 
park from 9:45 to 10:45 on Fridays (providing their 
vehicle is repaired) for anyone who is unable to visit 
them in Mayfield on Mondays. Apparently there 
are no current plans for the Mobile Bank to visit 
Crowborough.

Road closures

There are a few road closures in the pipeline that 
we have been made aware of.

Fir Toll Road from the junction with the A267 
Mayfield Bypass to the junction with Horleigh 
Green Road for a distance of 1800 metres. Also, 
Argos Hill Road from the junction with Fir Toll 
Road in a North Easterly direction for a distance 
of 430 metres. These closures are to be carried out 
consecutively, not concurrently, from 09 July 2018 to 
10 August 2018 to allow BT Openreach to carry out 
new connection works. Diversions will be in place 
and a safe route will be provided for pedestrians 
and vehicular access for residents to properties.

Bigger disruption to more residents is the up-
coming road closure of Station Road next month 
from the junction with Old Lane to Love Lane for 
a distance of 15 metres. Works are anticipated to 
take 10 days from 13 August 2018 to 22 August 2018 
to allow SGN to carry out works to lay a new gas 
service.  Advance warning signs will be placed on 

site advising of the actual date of works. Although 
it is useful that the road closure will be during the 
school summer holidays it will cause disruption to 
the local bus services. The diversion will be via the 
bypass and an enquiry concerning the bus services 
has been made.

During the South East Water drop-in session it 
was revealed there are plans to close Coggins Miil 
Lane from the junction of Pennybridge Lane to 
the junction of Lake Street for a major water mains 
replacement some time within the next year. The 
works are scheduled to take about three months 
and there are similar plans for South Street within 
the year with a road closure of around 10 weeks. 
There has been no further information received 
on these works but it will be made available in the 
Newsletter and on the website.once received.



Action plan to improve waste collection

There have been increased problems with waste 
collection and an action plan has been agreed with 
Wealden’s waste collection contractor, Kier, to end 
recent failings in service. Extra resources have been 
deployed to support garden waste collections with 
an additional vehicle and crew, and a late crew is 

operating in the afternoons to help with catch-ups 
on all collections. Wealden District Council asks that 
residents continue to report any missed collections 
online through My Wealden https://my.wealden.
gov.uk/ 

The Herbert Protocol Launch

This is a scheme to help find vulnerable missing 
people with dementia and related conditions that 
is being adopted across Sussex. It gives carers, 
relatives or friends the ability to prepare, in advance, 
information that police will need quickly if ever their 
loved one goes missing. It consists of a form that can 
be completed recording vital information about the 
person including their regular medication, previous 
addresses and daily routines that can be handed 
straight to the attending police officers, with a 
photograph. 

This will help provide the police with the most up 
to date information about the vulnerable missing 

person helping to accurately guide their search, 
and also avoid further unnecessary questions for 
families at what can be an extremely distressing 
time. The form once completed should be regularly 
updated and kept in a safe place, with a photo, 
where it can be easily located. To get the form and 
find out more visit

www.sussex.police.uk/advice/protect-yourself-and-
others/missing-persons/herbert-protocol/

If you are concerned for the whereabouts of a friend 
or relative, please dial 101. If you feel the person 
may be in immediate danger, please call 999 as 
soon as possible.

High Weald AONB Management Plan 2019-2024

The AONB Management Plan sets out a vision 
for the kind of place the High Weald should be in 
years to come. There is a statutory duty to review 
the Plan every five years and a new Draft Plan has 
been prepared.

Feedback is requested on the Draft High Weald 

AONB Management Plan 2019-2024 until 25 July 
2018. To download a copy and a Consultation 
Response Form please visit www.highweald.org/
public-consultation-2018 . 

Spam advice

How spammers obtain your email address 

• Using automated software to generate addresses 

• Enticing people to enter their details on 
fraudulent websites 

• Hacking into legitimate websites to gather users’ 
details

• Buying email lists from other spammers 

• Inviting people to click through to fraudulent 
websites posing as spam email cancellation 
services

• From names/addresses in the cc line, or in the 
body of emails which have been forwarded and 
the previous participants have not been deleted

Remember: the very act of replying to a spam 
email confirms to spammers that your email 
address exists so do not respond!



How to spot spam 

Spam emails may feature some of the following 
warning signs: 

• You don’t know the sender

• Contains misspellings (for example ‘p0rn’ with a 
zero) designed to fool spam filters

• Makes an offer that seems too good to be true

• The subject line and contents do not match

• Contains an urgent offer end date (for example 

“Buy now and get 50% off”)

• Contains a request to forward an email to 
multiple people, and may offer money for doing 
so

• Contains a virus warning

• Contains attachments, which could include .exe 
files 

Parish Council Grants

Please note that the application deadline for Parish 
Council grants each year is 30 September for the 
following financial year. Information on how to 
apply and the application form can be found in 
the “Key Documents / Finance” section on the 

Parish Council website at www.mayfieldfiveashes.
org.uk. Alternatively contact the Parish Council 
office on 873784 for a copy of the grants policy and 
application form.

Parish Council meetings this month:

Meeting     Date   Time  Venue

Planning Committee   Monday 02 July 09:30  Parish Council Office

Full Parish Council   Monday 09 July 19:30  Mayfield Memorial Hall

Planning Committee   Monday 23 July 09:30  Parish Council Office

Community Safety & Traffic  Monday 30 July 19:30  Parish Council Office

Minutes of meetings are available for viewing online at:  
www.mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk and at the Parish Council Office.

Janna Todd 
Parish Clerk to Mayfield and Five Ashes Parish Council  
The Old Manor House, High Street, Mayfield TN20 6AL  

Telephone 873784 E-mail: clerk@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk 



MAYFACS (Mayfield & Five Ashes  
Community Services)

Bluebell Railway Trip

What a lovely day out we all had. We’ll let the 
pictures tell the story! Why not join us on one of 
our future trips?

Public Use Computers

We are pleased to say we have two computers for 
the public to use – one has been kindly donated. 
These are available now in the Old Library on 
Mondays and Tuesdays so please do come and 
make use of them. A facility to print is also available.

Basic Computer Course

By the time you read this the first of our 4 week 
beginners course will be about to start. We are 
running this for 4 weeks in July and if popular we 
will look to repeat these with perhaps different 
themes. Please do get in touch if you think this 
would appeal to you and what topics you would 
like covered. 

Computer Buddies

We are pleased to say this will be on offer again 
on Mondays or Tuesdays from 4pm-5pm in the Old 
Library. Please ring Shirley to book a slot. Help with 
iPad, iPhone, Smart Phones, tablets and computers 
will be available.

Can you offer your skills as a teacher or computer 
buddy occasionally? If you can please do get in 
touch with us.

Shopping on Line

Much as we would all like to “shop local”, the reality 
is that a large number of us do shop on line. Many 
of you may use Amazon. If you do please would you 
consider logging into Amazon using Amazon Smile 
instead. MAYFACS have registered with Amazon 
Smile and we will receive 0.5% of your purchase 
cost every time you buy from them. There is no 
difference in the price of the goods.

1166647 is our charity number. If you just log into 
Amazon Smile and are searching for us, use our 
charity number to find the correct page or copy and 
paste this URL into your search engine.

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1166647-0

Exciting New Activity for the Autumn

MAYFACS are delighted to tell you about a 
collaboration with Film on Friday to bring Matinee 
Films to the Memorial Hall for 6 months from 
October to March.

The matinee films will be different from those 
shown in the evening at the Film on Friday Society 
and anybody will be able to attend. We are 
currently choosing the first 6 films and will let you 
know what they are in subsequent Newsletters. We 
have a “long list” from which to choose our “short 
list” and those who attend our regular activities are 
going to be asked to pick 6. The most popular 6 
films will be chosen.

We are also applying for a grant to help fund this 
as hiring the films for public screening is expensive 
and we want to keep the cost down as much as 
possible. We are also hoping to have a wheelchair 
accessible minibus available for transport.

More news to come but dates to keep free for an 
afternoon at the movies (absolutely, guaranteed 
popcorn free) are:

12 October, 23 November, 7 December 2018 11 
Jan, 15 February and 15 March 2019

Monthly Trips

The cost for the transport is £5 each, and the dates 
and places are all Mondays and shown in the Diary

Contact Details – Shirley Holland or Alex Firrell

Most Mondays & Tuesdays - Old Library – next to 
the Memorial Hall (look for the new sign outside) 
Telephone: Shirley 07908 516 875 or Alex 07389 
050605 www.mayfacs.org.uk

Emails: manager@mayfacs.org.uk or admin@
mayfacs.org.uk; If you prefer to write, please leave 
a letter at The Shopping Basket



FEATURES
THE TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS OF A MAYFIELD FARMER - JUNE

The weather this year has been seriously odd. 
The worst winter we can ever remember has been 
followed by a glorious (if sun is your thing) May and 
early June. People say that farmers always moan 
about the weather, so let me start by saying we are 
not complaining that May was the hottest on record. 
However, it does come with its own challenges. The 
nettles and thistles, totally drowned and dead in 
April, suddenly burst forth in abundance in May. 
Similarly the buttercups which look so pretty are 
now out in abundance so any chance of using 
the great weather to make hay is pointless – hay 
and buttercup flowers don’t mix very well. So we 
now live in fear of a very wet July and August (like 
last year) meaning hay production won’t happen. 
However, who knows what the future will bring as 
we learnt only too well in the last few weeks.

We have two adorable dexter cows who between 
them have mothered a number of beautiful calves 
over the last six years. Last year Clyno, the largest 
and the definite leader of the pack, developed 
terrible mastitis and lost an udder as a result. The 
vet, and all the local cow experts, were amazed 
she even survived but she looked after her calf 
beautifully and is now the mother to a marvellous, 
healthy heifer (Winnie) on whom she dotes. Our 
other Mum, Toro, has had a chequered history 
but for the last two years has bred twins for us – 
very unusual. Her last twins we sold as a pair to a 
local person in exchange for some building work 
(bartering is one of our skills!). This year we tried to 
mate Clyno, Toro and Betty (Clyno’s nearly 2 year 
old daughter) using artificial insemination as the 
TB risks now endemic in cattle mean visiting a bull 
is pretty much impossible. We were warned that 
Clyno might struggle to get pregnant given how 
poorly she has been and indeed she did not so we 
took the very hard decision (we love her to bits) 
to put her down shortly – she loves being a Mum 
and will not be happy without a calf at foot . Betty 
was a bit young and also did not get pregnant but 
we decided to try again later in the year. Toro did 
however get pregnant.

We have not paid the cattle much attention over 
the last few weeks; they are happily grazing on 
our fields and all seemed well. However, when we 
checked on Toro two weeks ago we discovered that 
very sadly she had aborted her calf. The vet came 
and took samples and blood tests and all sorts (Toro 
was exceptionally patient in the circumstances) and 
the results have concluded that she has got the 
neospora virus – a nasty virus that causes cattle 

to abort their calves. The disease is carried either 
by dogs via their faeces or via an infected Mum 
to their calf. We believe the latter to be the case 
here but would urge all dog walkers everywhere to 
ensure they “poo pick” no matter where the dog 
has walked. The virus causes little or no obvious 
signs in dogs but can be fatal to unborn calves and 
infected Mums can pass it on without any warnings. 
This sadly means that Toro will have to be put down 
so we will lose both our lovely Mums this year. We 
are testing both Betty and Winnie to see if they too 
are infected; if they are not we will breed from them 
but if they are, we will need to source another pair 
of Dexter cattle – we simply cannot imagine life on 
the farm without them.

We also had to say goodbye to our long serving 
and very friendly boar, Humphry, as he is the father 
of some of our sows now. We decided to try and 
sell him at Ashford market (Hailsham has very little 
pig traders) so set off bright and early one day to 
head for Ashford. Humphry behaved impeccably 
which is more than can be said for our SatNav which 
took us all over the place. Anyway eventually we 
made it to the market and we left Humphry in the 
capable (and caring) hands of the auctioneers. It 
is never easy saying goodbye to animals you have 
known and nurtured all their life but as farmers 
we have to accept that it is part of the job. From 
our perspective, we know that the life they have 
on our farm is (usually) excellent and is far better 
than any commercial farmer would offer – that is a 
great comfort and makes the inevitable much more 
bearable. They have had a happy life – they and 
you can’t ask for more than that.

Fred and Madeleine, Cranesden Farm, Piccadilly 
Lane, Mayfield  farm@thegamesbarn.co.uk 
fredandmadeleine@btconnect.com 874756

NOTE FROM THE EDITORS:- Fred and Madeleine 
can supply delicious saddleback pork, Dexter beef 
or Heinz 57 (!) lamb all of which are butchered on 
the farm. Whether you just want a couple of chops 
or wish to stock up your freezer they deliver free 
within Mayfield and for orders of £50 or more within 
10 miles of the village.



BEWARE THE PERILS OF DIY ESTATE ADMINISTRATION 

“Executor left on the hook for £340,000 inheritance 
tax bill after beneficiary fails to pay” 

This was the sobering headline in a very recent 
edition of the Telegraph which provides a 
particularly stark warning to individuals who agree 
to act as Executor/Administrator of a deceased’s 
estate.

The background is that Mrs Helena McDonald died 
intestate (i.e. without making a Will) leaving an 
estate of almost £1.2 million. Under the intestacy 
rules, Mrs McDonald’s brother, Mr Whitfield 
Harewood was the sole beneficiary of her estate. 
Mr Harewood lived in Barbados.

Mr Harewood did not apply to be Administrator 
and instead, Mr Glynne Harris applied for a Grant 
of Letters of Administration and was appointed 
Administrator of the estate. ‘Administrator’ is the 
person appointed to deal with the estate when 
there is no valid Will. The role of Administrator 
carries exactly the same responsibilities and duties 
as that of Executor.  

In April 2013 Mr Harris filed an inheritance tax 
return and an initial payment of tax was made.  As 
the estate contained land, it was possible for the 
remaining inheritance tax owed to HMRC to be 
paid in instalments whilst Mr Harris continued the 
process of gathering in the assets of the estate.

Mr Harris later released a substantial amount 
(possibly all) of the estate’s funds directly to Mr 
Harewood on the understanding that Mr Harewood 
would pay the remaining tax due. Unfortunately for 
Mr Harris, Mr Harewood promptly disappeared 
back to Barbados without paying! Mr Harris was 
then unable to contact Mr Harewood.

After opening an enquiry into the account, HMRC 
determined in October 2015 that the inheritance tax 
payable was £341,278.  Mr Harris did not challenge 
the amount of tax owed but at appeal, argued 
that he should not be held liable because he had 
transferred the estate assets to the beneficiary 
strictly on the understanding that the beneficiary 
would pay! 

The Tribunal Judge ruled in HMRC’s favour leaving 
Mr Harris personally liable for the outstanding tax.

The Law 

S200 Inheritance Tax Act 1984 is clear as to 
who bears the burden of inheritance tax.   It is the 
Executors/Administrators of the deceased (in 
this case, Mr Harris as Administrator) who have the 
obligation to pay any inheritance tax arising on 

death. 

The Judge said it was no defence that Mr Harris had 
transferred the estate assets on the basis that Mr 
Harewood would be responsible for payment of the 
tax.   It was also no defence that Mr Harris may have 
been ignorant of his obligations as administrator to 
pay the inheritance tax owing.

This particularly extreme case is a sharp reminder 
that acting as an Executor/Administrator carries very 
significant responsibility.  It may feel like something 
of a privilege to be asked to be a friend or relative’s 
executor but people should understand exactly 
what is involved and what they are agreeing to.

The responsibilities of the Personal 
Representative

Acting as an Executor/Administrator is not an easy 
ride. It can be a long-term commitment requiring 
meticulous record keeping. Duties may include  

• Arranging the funeral;

• Taking an inventory of the deceased’s assets and 
liabilities;

• Corresponding with financial institutions;

• Completing inheritance tax returns and paying 
inheritance tax (if applicable);

• Completing income and capital gains tax returns;

• Paying all debts and charges of the estate;

• Searching for missing assets;

• Securing and insuring vacant property;

• Preparing estate accounts; and

• Distributing the residue of the estate to the 
beneficiaries.

Executors/Administrators are particularly exposed 
to the risk of mistake and potential litigation if any 
of the following apply;

• The deceased dies without a Will;

• The deceased made a “home-made” Will.

• The estate is large and inheritance tax is due;

• The estate includes a business or agricultural 
property;

• There are disappointed beneficiaries/relatives;

• Beneficiaries cannot be traced;



In such cases it is particularly important to take 
specialist advice from a solicitor who can assist in 
these areas. 

The importance of making a Will

Statistics indicate that two thirds of adults in the 
UK do not have Wills in place. The estates of those 
that die without a Will are subject to the intestacy 
rules which have remained largely unchanged since 
1925. Intestate estates are invariably more difficult 
(and expensive) to administer with greater risk 
attached to the Administrators. 

A great deal of difficulty for loved ones can be 
avoided by putting a Will in place setting out details 
such as your chosen Executors, funeral preferences. 
guardianship for any children and indicating your 
chosen beneficiaries. Making a Will also provides 
an opportunity for inheritance tax planning.

Dee Benians is a Partner at H&R Hughes Solicitors, 
Heathfield where she specialises in the preparation 
of Wills, Powers of Attorney and Administration of 
Estates. 

SUSSEX WILDLIFE TRUST

Mute swans

I’m going to come right out and say it. I don’t like 
swans. Never have done. Just seeing them smugly 
swanning around acting all hoighty-toighty annoys 
me. And back in the spring I took a particular dislike 
to a pair of them. 

2018 is the 50th anniversary of the opening of 
Woods Mill, Sussex Wildlife Trust’s nature reserve 
and headquarters near Henfield. We’ve been 
getting the place all ship-shape, ready to welcome 
visitors for celebrations throughout the summer. I 
turned up for work one Monday to find a pair of 
swans had inconsiderately started building their 
huge woven nest right in the middle of the main 
path. I thought I might try and heave the heap back 
into the pond but you can’t disturb nesting birds 
during the breeding season and I’m sure I once 
read that legally the Queen owns all the swans in 
Britain. I certainly didn’t want Her Royal Highness 
leaping out of the undergrowth and bopping me 
with her sceptre. So the nest was here to stay and 
our visitors would have to take a small diversion. 
Perhaps it’s this Royal association which give swans 
their snooty attitude but I would like to remind 
any swans reading this article that the reason they 
were once bestowed this protection was because 
the Royal Family enjoyed eating them and didn’t 
want us common folk depriving them of their swan 
supper. 

One morning I checked on the swans and found 
five whopping great eggs in their obstructive 
haystack nest.  But the parents were elsewhere, 
arrogantly gliding about on the pond.  Had they 

abandoned the nest? Surely the eggs would perish 
in the cold?  I suddenly became uncharacteristically 
concerned. I was half tempted to hop on the eggs 
myself to keep them warm until I noticed the 
swans heading towards me, their wings half-raised 
behind their back (a posture called ‘busking’ which 
despite being the archetypal swan pose is actually 
an aggressive threat). Before I knew it they were 
upon me, hissing and raising their mighty wings.  
When you’re being attacked by a swan you really 
appreciate what formidable creatures they are. 
Weighing up to 13kg, mute swans are one of the 
world’s heaviest flying birds. The story that they can 
break your arm with their wings is nonsense but I 
didn’t hang around, just in case. After giving me 
some evil stares Lord and Lady Muck settled back 
to incubating and guarding their future family.  For 
another few weeks they sat on their throne in the 
middle of the path, being photographed by crowds 
of admiring visitors while I stood ankle deep in 
the mud, muttering curses under my breath and 
begrudgingly hammering in a fence to keep them 
safe. It’s obvious who rules the roost here at Woods 
Mill.  Last month those eggs hatched – and now 
there’s seven swans a-swimmin’ round the pond. 
If you want to see the swans and lots of other 
wildlife, take a trip to Woods Mill this summer. 
Directions are on the Sussex Wildlife Trust website 
(sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk) and in the ‘What’s On’ 
section you’ll find details of loads of free events 
being held on the reserve – thanks to generous 
support from the ScottishPower Foundation - as we 
celebrate our half century.

Michael Blencowe - Learning & Engagement Officer

CELEBRATING FEMALE SUFFRAGE 

To celebrate the centenary of women getting 
the vote for the first time, I have been working in 
collaboration with the Bridge Cottage Heritage 
Centre in Uckfield, who ran an engaging and 

memorable exhibition celebrating the lives of the 
women of Wealden and Sussex who campaigned 
to extend the franchise a century ago. 



The Women of Wealden Suffrage Exhibition was 
a fortnight-long exploration and celebration of 
the journey the suffragettes went on to win the 
vote. By working with local historical organisations 
and groups, including the Women’s Institute, 
Girlguiding and local schools, Bridge Cottage put 
on a fantastic display commemorating the people 
who changed the fabric of our society all those 
years ago. 

I gave a talk as part of the exhibition on the Wealden 
women who had inspired me, and how I, as the first 
female MP for Wealden, continue to champion the 
cause of female equality in politics. 

As an MP, I do not have to justify my gender to 
represent one of my constituents, nor do I have 
to justify how I represent someone because of my 
gender. That is how it must be in society too, and 
in every community, in every family, and in every 
organisation. Too often, this is unfortunately not 
the case across the country. 

When I visit schools across Wealden, meeting 
the next generation of female leaders, I see the 
same enthusiasm, drive and determination that 
the suffragettes had a hundred years ago. I hope 
to demonstrate to them that the green benches of 
the Houses of Commons are a welcome place for 
Wealden women, no matter your background or 
gender. 

Those who fought to establish the right for women 
to be able to vote and run for office did so in the 
face of extreme adversity and resistance. It is an 
honour to represent Wealden in Parliament, and 
I can only do so thanks to the dedication of the 
suffragettes. 

Their perseverance and courage is to be admired, 
and a hundred years later, as events like the 
exhibition at Bridge Cottage demonstrate, the 
suffragettes are still inspiring young girls across the 
country.

Nus Ghani, M.P. for Wealden

FIRST WORLD WAR CENTENARY
MAYFIELD AND THE GREAT WAR - NO. 52 - JULY 2018

On the Western Front the German Army launched 
the fifth offensive of Spring/Summer 1918. The 
Marne River was again the focus of the offensive 
but the main intent was to draw allied reserves 
away from Northern France/Belgium. If this could 
be achieved the German High Command could 
return to one of their main objectives of 1918, which 
was to force the British Army in Northern France/
Belgium back to the coast and capture major 
rail junctions and the Channel Ports. The major 
prize being to force Britain to seek an armistice. 
However good reconnaissance and talkative 
German prisoners alerted the French Army to the 
offensive and for the German Army the surprise 
was lost. The offensive gained some headway but 
was met with solid resistance by French, US and 
British forces which prevented any exploitation 
of early advances. By mid July this fifth offensive 
stalled. Here, for the allies a decisive tipping point 
was reached. In their five offensives on the Western 
Front in 1918 the German Army had suffered 
500,000 casualties, largely irreplaceable in terms of 
quality. Meanwhile the French and British, although 
suffering heavy casualties, were at last putting 
into practice the lessons learned during 1914-
1917. This was enhanced by new tactics and new 
equipment and reinvigorated by the confidence of 
young, enthusiastic well trained US soldiers, who 
were arriving in France at approx 300,000 troops 
a month. The allies counter-attacked the German 

offensive in what is known as the 2nd Battle of the 
Marne. French and US forces were prominent in 
the attacks which advanced into both sides of the 
salient the German Army had created in the early 
days of their own advance. The German Army was 
forced into an urgent withdrawal to straighten 
their line. The most important outcome was that 
the German Army cancelled the plans for the all 
important attack on the British Army in Northern 
France and Belgium. A new enemy appeared 
along the Western Front confronting all armies. 
The Spanish Influenza. In mid July Czar Nicholas II, 
the Czarina and all Royal children were murdered 
by the Bolsheviks at Ekaterinburg. In Mayfield the 
Parish Council announced that, after considerable 
delay, the original site selected near South Street 
had been taken over for the use as allotments. The 
plots had been stumped out and numbered and 
although too late to be of much use for the 1918 
season, a good deal could be made for next year’s 
crops. The War Supply Work Guild was formed in 
1915, and since that time the village of Mayfield 
had supplied between six and seven thousand 
“finished articles and comforts” for the men at the 
various fronts, which had been forwarded to the 
depot in Lewes. There are no names recorded on 
the Mayfield or Five Ashes War Memorials for July 
1918.

Brian Oldfield & Carole Stilwell



OUR SCHOOLS
NEWS FROM FIVE ASHES CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL

We certainly have been enjoying the stunning 
weather the summer term has brought us and hope 
you have been too! 

We have been spending our break times making 
daisy chains, meditating and cartwheeling the time 
away in our new secret garden. 

We also enjoyed a Royal Celebration in our secret 
garden. Shortly before the Royal Wedding, we 
made our own spectacular crowns and changed 
into our ‘best dress’ before sampling delicious 
wedding cake from the fine royal patisserie! 

“I enjoyed the fact all the classes got to be together 
to celebrate the Royal Wedding.”  - Amy

“I loved tasting the cake because it looked really 
good and it tasted delicious!” - Roman

Shortly after the wedding celebrations, our classes 
ventured into the woods for their termly woodland 
day. They enjoyed a variety of activities: preparing 
savoury treats on the campfire, building structures 
and preparing meals for the popular character, The 
Very Hungry Caterpillar. 

“I loved preparing the food, especially the pizza 
bagels because they were delicious – the best part 
was filling them up with cheese and watching it 
melt!” - Tiegan

“I enjoyed spending the day in the woods with all 
of my friends. The best part was presenting our own 
woodland show, ‘The Greatest Show’, on a stage 
which we built ourselves.” - Mavianne

This term the whole school has also been involved 
in a Philosophy for Children (P4C) afternoon. P4C 
sessions encourage children to create their own 
philosophical questions. They then choose one 

question that becomes the focus of a philosophical 
enquiry or dialogue. 

Our Year 5 and 6 pupils acted as P4C leaders and 
encouraged the younger pupils to explore a variety 
of juicy questions throughout the afternoon. 

“I found the afternoon really interesting because I 
got to hear lots of different opinions.” – Teddie

“Fraya listened really well during our session and 
shared lots of ideas – she impressed all the P4C 
leaders.” – Monty

During Friday lunchtimes, our girls have enjoyed 
taking part in our Premier League Stars girls’ football 
club. This has been taking place on the village hall 
field and has proved very popular indeed!  

“I enjoy football club because we get to play 
matches, which are always fun, in a large open 
space.” - Destiny

“It’s great when we get put into teams to compete 
against each other – even though it is competitive 
it is always fun playing with our friends.” - Charlotte

Finally, we would like to conclude this month’s 
edition by sharing our latest value with you: 
Thankfulness. We have been busy creating pieces 
of work that reflect what thankfulness means to 
us. We hope you enjoy looking at photographs of 
two of our pieces: Our Thankfulness Jar and Our 
Butterfly Tree, both of which are filled with the 
things we are thankful for. 

Hannah Stanfield

Note from the Editors - Check out the inside back 
cover for photos from the School

NEWS FROM MAYFIELD CE PRIMARY SCHOOL

You know that summer has truly arrived when you 
start to hear the sound of willow on pads and the 
polite wave of applause as yet another boundary is 
scored. Cricket – always the epitome of the English 
summer! As well as other traditional sports like 
stoolball and athletics, we endeavour to take up 
opportunities to play this game whenever we can. 
In school, we have had the privilege of an external 
coach coming in to teach Years 3, 4 and 5 children, 
providing them with key knowledge of how to 
improve their stroke play, tactics and of course 

the basic rules of the game. Because of this and 
a vibrant after school club, we were able to select 
an enthusiastic, skilled team to participate in an all 
day cricket tournament between local schools on 
Monday 11th June at Burwash Cricket Club. The 
children played exceptionally well and won two 
out of their three games, coming second out of six 
teams. We are so proud of their performances and 
the great teamwork they demonstrated.

Athletics is also a key feature of both our PE 
curriculum and calendar of events during terms 5 



and 6. With the support of Dan Papper, a teacher 
from Uplands Community College, the staff in EYFS 
and KS1 put on their very own athletics event. A 
lovely summery day allowed our younger children 
in Robins, Pipits and Bramlings classes to undertake 
a range of activities which taxed their throwing, 
aiming and running skills. They had such a lovely 
time out on Court Meadow, learning not only about 
athletic prowess but also about other key skills such 
as patience, sporting behaviour and supporting 
as well as working effectively with each other in a 
team. It certainly has provided a high bench mark 
for the KS2 children when they engage in their 
athletic event early next month.

The year 6s certainly had to show their athletic 
skills and show their bravery when trying out new 
activities last month. As promised in the previous 
issue, we would like to share with you the reflections 
and experiences of their residential trip to the Isle 
of Wight. What better way to do that is to introduce 
you to Georgia O’Neil who has tried to represent 
the key features of this long anticipated adventure 
– so over to her!

‘Residential was probably the best week of my 
life and I hope that everybody that took part in it 
feels the same way. With cool activities and friendly 
leaders, not forgetting the teachers brave enough 
to come along, how could it not be amazing? 
Everyone had fun and enjoyed themselves, most of 
the time! I think we could have done with a little 
more sleep though. 

My favourite activity was probably 3g swing, despite 
the fact that I screamed the whole way through and 
probably deafened Clem, the unlucky person to do 
it with me! Some of the other activities included: 
zip-wire which was very fast; rock-climbing, hard but 
still fun; laser was really cool, and as we all thought, 
was like laser quest; aeroball was so fun and was 
like a game of basketball on trampolines followed 
by a game of hot potato and many other activities 
besides these which were equally as good. There 
was an evening activity on every night as well. On 
Monday there was a Culver Walk which was a long 
uphill walk and once at the top there was a beautiful 
view with clouds that looked like candyfloss! On 
Tuesday there was the indoor climbing and on 
Wednesday a campfire which we had to name - 
we called it Hot Orange. At the campfire we told 
jokes, riddles and toasted marshmallows. And on 
Thursday, our last full day, there was a disco! It was 
sad to see Kingswood go on Friday and we hope 
that all the year sixes to come enjoy their residential 

as much as we did.’

As you may all be very aware by now, another of 
our passions is to promote reading at our school, 
and we try to take every opportunity to facilitate 
this whenever we can. We have a well-used library 
which is ably run by two of our Year 6 children who 
are responsible for opening it at lunch times, adding 
new stock and keeping it well organised, neat and 
tidy. Four other Year 6s maintain promotions of 
reading in our main corridor, changing a themed 
table weekly and periodically updating the books 
in Prospero’s library with accompanying questions 
to stimulate and engage. The children in Robins, 
our Early Years class, also took an opportunity 
to celebrate ‘Elmer Day’ recently, taking time to 
explore those colourful books by David McKee. 
Nightingales’ Class have the challenge of reading 
100 specially chosen books chosen to captivate 
their imaginations, take them to all sorts of different 
worlds and expand their vocabulary horizons. 
The children in Pipits have been working hard to 
develop their phonic skills and have been really 
creative in the way they have used their book corner 
and the joy of choosing real books to facilitate this. 
The wonderful classroom environments found in 
Bramblings and Skylarks classes really promote 
the love of reading as the key texts chosen enable 
the children to access the learning journeys of 
growth and rainforests. You even have to battle 
your way through a mini rainforest to get into see 
the Skylarks! Our oldest children will soon have the 
opportunity to explore the library of Mayfield Girls 
School to support their transition to secondary 
school and even to borrow a book. We definitely 
would agree with J K Rowling when she says, ‘I do 
believe something very magical can happen when 
you read a good book’!

There are still so many adventures for us to go 
on this last term, including class trips, preparing 
our class gardens for the open day and of course 
Sports Day! Please do contact us by calling Mrs 
Gould in the school office on 873185 or emailing 
us using the address office@mayfieldcep.e-sussex.
sch.uk if you are interested in helping out with any 
of the activities we enjoy in school, you would be 
most welcome! 

Sian Collison



OUR CHURCHES
ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY CHURCH SUMMER FAYRE - SATURDAY 7 JULY 

St Thomas’s Fayre takes place on Saturday 7 July 
from 10.30 am - 2.30 pm in the beautiful Convent 
Garden of Mayfield School. 

Tea, coffee and cakes will be on sale throughout the 
day. There will be a barbecue serving bacon baps, 
burgers and hot dogs. salad lunches, strawberries 
and cream. Pimm’s and wine will also be on sale. 
Music will be provided by the Mayfield Band. 
Stalls will include Books, Bottle Tombola, Bric-a-
Brac, Children’s Toys and Games, Gift Tombola, 
Homemade Cakes and Preserves, Nearly New 
Children’s and Adults’ Clothes and Plants.

The Grand Summer Draw will take place at the 

Fayre at approximately 1.30 pm. Tickets for the 
Draw cost £1 each - 1st Prize - £150; 2nd Prize - A 
trip on the Bluebell Railway with afternoon tea for 
two; 3rd Prize - A Luxury Hamper Plus many other 
prizes!

This year one third of the proceeds from the Fayre 
and Summer Draw will donated to two local charities 
- MAYFACS (Mayfield and Five Ashes Community 
Services) and Mayfield Scouts & Guides Trust.

Entry to the Fayre is free and all are welcome. Don’t 
miss this lovely summer village event!

ADVERTISING SECRETARY NEWS
Paul Woodley has held the role of Advertising 
Secretary for the Mayfield and Five Ashes Newsletter 
committee for 10 years and has done an exemplary 
job of managing the advertisements for over 400 
customers during that time. Paul has now retired 
from this role.

Kas Shepperson has taken over the role of 
Advertising Secretary and will be the primary 
contact for all new and existing advertisers. Kas 
lives in Five Ashes with her family and has been 
a member of the Committee for the last 4 years, 
acting as the Five Ashes representative.

All future correspondence regarding advertising 
should be directed in the first instance to Kas by 
email - mfanadvertising@outlook.com.

As part of the hand over process the Committee 
have reviewed the advertising rates for the 
Newsletter which have not been raised for the last 7 

years. With the increasing costs involved in printing 
and producing the Newsletter a difficult decision 
was made to increase the rates. We have also 
decided to offer only one size of advert in future, 
that being the quarter page.

These new rates will be applicable for all new and 
existing customers (upon renewal) with immediate 
effect and are detailed below. As a Committee 
we have endeavoured to keep the rates as low 
as possible, to meet our objective of providing a 
reasonably priced service for local businesses. 

We have also decided to offer a higher rate for 
those businesses that are outside our local area. 
However, we will always try to ensure that there 
is no risk of undermining our local businesses by 
taking an advert in direct competition.

 

 Charges

    1 Month 3 Months 6 Months 12 Months

 One quarter page  £10  £20  £40  £75

Should your advertisement be due for renewal in the coming months, Kas will contact you to ascertain 
whether you wish to continue with the existing format, make amendments or cancel.

The Mayfield and Five Ashes Newsletter Committee 



ROUND AND ABOUT OUR VILLAGES
YOUR VILLAGE NEEDS YOU

As we all know, the post office and cash withdrawal 
facility are vital services to the Mayfair community 
and generate business for the High Street traders. 
Their permanent loss will be a major blow to the life 
of the village.

Following the decision in March to end operation 
of the post office in the Mace store, the Mayfield 
Business Forum appointed a small working group 
(Jo Eates, Andrew and Alex Burnett, and Michael 
Wilford) to investigate alternative arrangements 
as a matter of urgency and provide advice to 
prospective new postmasters in respect of premises 
and fit-out. 

The group have met the Area Post Office 
Property Manager who has explained the physical 
requirements for access, counter and support areas. 
Their clear preference is to relocate the post office 
into an existing retail business in the village High 
Street. They have also responded to requests for 
updates on progress and prospective postmaster 
interest and applications. We understand that 
several parties have expressed interest over the last 
three months but to date a suitable arrangement 
has not been found. Results so far are therefore 
very disappointing!! 

The community is now well aware of what it means 
to be without a post office following  closure of the 
facility last month. We feel passionately that a post 
office is a major focus of village life and are doing 
everything we can to encourage interested parties 
to contact either the Post Office or a member of 

our group and make a formal application for the 
Postmaster role. We believe the village needs 
to challenge energetically any risk of further 
deterioration of essential community services and 
the consequent decline in village life. 

In the absence to date of a satisfactory alternative 
in-store arrangement, the working group have been 
considering other more radical solutions which, 
in addition to a post office, could be combined 
with other currently scattered or non-existent 
community services into a central ‘Hub’ containing 
for example:  Tourist Office, Citizens Advice Bureau, 
Library, Parish Council Office, MayFacs Office, 
Business Centre and Courier Parcel Drop Off and 
Pickup. Such an arrangement could not only re-
establish the post office on a more permanent 
basis but also enhance the profile of our wonderful 
village. If there is general support for such a facility 
the group could investigate in more detail suitable 
activities and accommodation in order to develop 
a preliminary business plan. 

What do you think? Any help, ideas, comments, 
questions and/or support for either relocating the 
post office into an existing retail business or the 
‘Hub’ idea would be most welcome. Come and join 
our working party. 

LET’S WORK TOGETHER TO SAVE OUR VILLAGE!

Michael Wilford Hollybush Cottage, West Street 
michaelwilford@michaelwilford.com 408654

MAYFIELD MEMORIAL HALL.

Your Hall Needs You! Help Urgently Needed by the 
Hall Management Committee. 

The Hall Management Committee is looking 
urgently for a person to undertake the task of 
taking the minutes at their committee meetings. 
Unfortunately, the person currently doing this has 
been forced to step down due to increasing hearing 
difficulties. 

There are only four Management Committee 
meetings held each year so the work involved is not 
particularly onerous. It simply involves recording the 
minutes of these meetings, having them approved 
by the Hall Officers and then circulating them to the 
Committee members together with the Agenda for 
the next meeting.

If you are able to help, then please contact one of 
the following: - the Hall Chair, Les Wicker, either by 
e-mail at ltwicker@btinternet.com or by telephone 
on 01892 661338 or the outgoing minute taker, 
John Neal, either by e-mail at rjneal@btinternet.
com or by telephone on 872113.

Please be assured any offers of help with this task 
will be very much appreciated and you will be 
giving your village some much needed assistance 
in the running of the Hall. 



FRIENDS OF ARGOS HILL WINDMILL

The windmill will open twice in July, Sunday 8th and 
Sunday 22nd from 2 – 5 pm. Parking is available 
close by. It is also a pleasant walk or bike ride from 
both Mayfield and Rotherfield. Alternatively buses 
251 and 252 stop at the Bicycle Arms road/ junction 
with the A 267. A short walk up the footpath slope 
will bring you out very near the windmill.

Refreshments are available in the roundhouse 
where there is also a little museum of mill artefacts 
together with the story of the restoration. There are 

windmill experts on hand to act as guides for the 
mill visit. Children are able to mill corn themselves 
or with help using the quern and can then take a 
small bag of their flour home. There is no entry 
charge but donations are always welcome.

Further Open days are planned this year from (2 – 
5) - Sunday 12th August, 8th and 9th September 
(Heritage Weekend) and Sunday 14th October.

John Bowerman, Chair of the Friends of Argos Hill 
Windmill

FIVE ASHES VILLAGE HALL AND MEMORIAL PLAYING FIELD

Last year the Management Committee applied 
for and received a grant from the LUND Fund. 
This grant was used to create a Sensory Garden 
in an unused space behind the Play Area. This 
was officially opened at the Horticultural Society 
Summer Show in July 2017 by Fergus Garrett of 
Great Dixter.

A year on and the garden is looking even more 
beautiful with so many of the plants flourishing; we 
even have apples on our little tree. The garden has 
plenty of seating to sit and enjoy the colours and 
the sounds of the grasses rustling in the breeze. 
It’s also great to walk around, running your fingers 
through herbs, releasing their aromas and to feel 
how the various grasses differ in texture. You could 
even pop a ripe, sweet strawberry in your mouth; if 
you’re lucky enough to get one before the wildlife 
do! 

The garden will also be part of the Parishes in 
Bloom competition which takes place during June 
and July. Please do come and enjoy this wonderful 
space. Photographs of the garden are included 
on the inside back cover of this edition of the 
Newsletter.

The Five Ashes Village Hall continues to be a hub 
of activities and classes with everything from Belly-
dancing to Crystal Healing. For a full list of what’s 
available and when please see our website www.
fiveashesvillagehall.btck.co.uk where you will also 
find details about upcoming events, how to book a 
room and details of our 300 Club.

Kas Shepperson – 01825 831945

FRIENDS OF ST DUNSTAN’S GARDEN PARTY AND OPEN GARDEN 

The Friends of St Dunstan’s Garden Party and 
Open Garden will be held on Sunday 8th July at 
Clayton’s Farmhouse, Newick Lane, from 12 noon 
to 2pm by kind permission of Mr and Mrs Richard 
Nabavi.

Clayton’s Farmhouse is situated about 1 mile down 
Newick Lane on the right. The farmhouse dates from 
about 1420 and is surrounded by garden, orchard, 
woodland and farmland. It even has its own railway 
tunnel!  Ample parking will be provided.

All are welcome. Tickets are £10 at the gate and 
include a glass of wine, light refreshments and a 
walk around the garden.

All the proceeds from this event will go to supporting 
the work of the Friends. 

The Charity’s remit is focused exclusively on raising 

funds for the preservation and maintenance of the 
church building and it was set up as a charitable 
trust to enable everyone in the village and beyond 
to contribute towards this goal. We have so far 
raised around £160,000 and projects include the 
restoration of marble memorials, the cleaning 
of stained glass windows, the re-leading of the 
chancel roof, the installation of French drains and 
much more.  

Come and enjoy a lovely walk around the garden 
and help ensure the church remains in good repair 
for everyone in the village to appreciate. 

Annette Nabavi Chair, Friends of St Dunstan’s 
Parish Church, Mayfield 873476.



MAYFIELD LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

Ian Bruce arranged visits for MLHS in 2 groups to 
The Aspidistra”, the old WW2 bunker on Ashdown 
Forest in June. 

The site has 3 periods of interest, first as a powerful 
radio transmitter called Aspidistra: Aspidistra was 
a British medium wave radio transmitter used for 
black propaganda and military deception purposes 
against Nazi Germany during World War II. At one 
time, it was the most powerful broadcast transmitter 
in the world, the contemporary German Goliath 
transmitter being more powerful, but used only 
for radiotelegraphy. Its name – after the popular 
foliage houseplant– was inspired by the comic song 
The Biggest Aspidistra in the World, best known as 
sung by Gracie Fields. The transmitter was installed 
in 1942 at a purpose-built site near Crowborough. 
This was equipped with other medium wave and 
short wave transmitters, which also used the 
Aspidistra name, being known as ASPI 2, ASPI 3, 
ASPI 4, etc. However, when the name Aspidistra 
was used on its own it always referred to the original 
medium wave transmitter. After the war, Aspidistra 
and other transmitters at Crowborough were used 
for BBC External Service broadcasts to Europe. 
The station closed in 1982. After that it became a 
nuclear bunker, able to last out for 3 months, but 
fortunately never tested! There are generators, air 
filters and big water tanks.

Finally, it is now a Training Station for Sussex Police 
- this out of the way site can be used for all sorts of 
noisy exercises, but you would not know that as you 
go past. Also many Police records are safely stored 
in the Bunker. We greatly enjoyed our visit.

Our summer outing this year is to the Amberley 
Museum, near Chichester, on Thursday 5th July. 
We will leave Mayfield at 9am and return by 5.30pm 
The cost is £30 per head which includes the coach, 
entry fee and a short introductory talk on arrival to 
give us an understanding of the various arts and 
crafts to be seen during our visit. There are still 
some tickets available - please let John Buddle 
know if you would like to join us. He looks forward 
to hearing from you. 

Until our next season the committee wishes 
all members most enjoyable and safe summer 
holidays. Our meetings start again in October with 
a review to commemorate the end of World War 
1 in November, 1918. Our website http://www.
mayfieldlhs.org.uk has the complete programme 
for next season.

Brian O’Connor, Chair – 873477 Rob Foster, 
Secretary – 873215 John Buddle, Treasurer – 872229

MAYFIELD’S FILM SOCIETY

Film on Friday’s new programme for 2018/9 will 
be available at the start of August, with the first 
screening on 28th September in the Memorial 
Hall. Other dates are 12 October, 23 November, 
7 December in 2018 and in 2019 on 11th January, 
15 February, 15 March, 20 April (a Saturday for the 
annual Dinner and film) and 10 May. 

The leaflet will be sent to those on the existing 

mailing list and will be available online at www.
filmonfriday.org

We look forward to welcoming new members to 
our season of the best of World Cinema.

Tim Cornish

MAYFIELD CRICKET CLUB

An update on the Mayfield Cricket Club 
cricket season to date.

Though the weather was not our friend as the 
season got underway, recent sun-blessed spells 
have helped groundsmen around the county to 
develop more consistent wickets which in turn, 
as you cricket lovers will know, leads to a fairer 
contest between bat and ball. And this consistency 
of wickets, as much as anything, has helped all our 
league sides to enjoy as good a start to a season 
as we have seen this past decade. The Wellbrook 

Ground looks, and plays, magnificently and we 
have the efforts of the tireless Bryan Blundell to 
thank for this. Bryan, as many of you will be aware, 
is the proprietor of the Middle House so he knows 
his way round a Kangaroo steak, Sunday roast 
and a decent bottle of Merlot. In truth, however, 
it’s grass and its preparation which really gets his 
pulse going. As a club we are eternally grateful for 
everything he does, not only as grounds curator, 
but also as our President.

Without quite hitting top gear yet, the first 



team, captained by Premier League legend and 
Teletubbie lookalike, Jason Finch, is currently 
second to Billingshurst in division 2 of the Premier 
League. There have been one or two notable 
individual performances so far this season but none 
more striking than Nisal Francisco’s 159 not out last 
week, in a home game against title contenders 
Three Bridges. It took the young Sri Lankan a 
couple of matches to come to terms with the damp, 
slow wickets we traditionally enjoy at the start of a 
season of cricket, but it would appear, touch wood, 
he has cracked it!

The clubs’ second team, playing in Division 4 East 
of the Sussex League, have found themselves 
up against many first team sides and continue to 
acquit themselves well. Captaincy responsibilities 
have been shared between a few players so far 
this season and in a tough division the twos find 
themselves mid table, a commendable achievement 
for this young side. Both the overseas player, Josh 
Whitfield, and veteran Steve Joyce have made 
telling contributions with the bat and much is still 
expected from this side.

The threes, skippered this season by Neil ‘Yoda’ 
Macdonald, have won four of their six matches 
which puts them firmly at the top of Division 9 East 
of the Sussex League. A crunch game takes place 
on June 23rd, however, against Crowborough’s first 
eleven (a former Premier League Division one side 
no less!!), who trail the MCC side by just 5 points. 
Fingers crossed for that one.

And finally to the fours, ably led by Simon Nicklin, a 
merry bunch of men, women and children, who find 
themselves second to Denton 2nd XI in division 
13 East of the Sussex League. Good, hard cricket, 
played enthusiastically but with good humour is 
this Mayfield side’s hallmark.

All the clubs junior sides have played their matches 
with no little skill and a great deal of enthusiasm 
and have consistently outplayed their opposing 
teams. Colts training on Friday evenings continues 
to be an overwhelming success with more than 
100 youngsters signed to the club and they are 
well managed by Colts Co-ordinator Dries Vosloo. 
His enthusiasm knows no bounds and, together 
with Sarah Harman – also our Club Secretary and 
First Team scorer – he manages the seemingly 
unmanageable by keeping all things ‘junior’ on an 
even keel.

Now, the National Village Knockout Cup, the final 
of which is played at the home of cricket, Lords. 
Despite many of our more talented youngsters 
being variously away at either school or university 
we have progressed to the fifth round, having 
already won the regional final by beating previous 
NVKO winners, Glynde and Beddingham. This puts 
Mayfield Cricket Club just five games away from 
the final. Five games!! We can’t promise we’ll get 
there, but it would be fantastic if all of you in the 
village got behind your club and supported us on 
the journey.

As usual, locations of fixtures and results for any of 
the competitions and leagues we have entered this 
year, including the NVKO Cup, will be published on 
the clubs FB page, the Mayfield village FB page, 
this Newsletter and other social media. So far this 
season we have been genuinely overwhelmed by 
the level of support we have received from locals 
who come to the club to watch, have a beer, enjoy 
a glass of wine or a soft drink on the decking or to 
simply read a paper whilst enjoying a cup of coffee. 
It’s your village club, it’s there for you – come and 
enjoy the hospitality.

Neil Macdonald enb.macdonald@gmail.com

MAYFIELD BAND - SI HEUREUX ENSEMBLE 

A little later than planned, but I must report on the 
fantastic evening that we shared with our new best 
friends from France, and the discerning people of 
Mayfield, back in May. 

Having set off at 4am, L’Orchestre d’Harmonie de 
Dinan headed across the channel, played a short 
concert on the ferry, and arrived in Mayfield at 6pm. 
This gave us just 15 minutes to unload and seat 
them, and run through our two massed band pieces 
together before the audience started to arrive. We 
just about made it, and what a relief it was to hear 
the two bands, totalling 50 or so musicians, playing 
together as if they had been doing so for years. 

While our visitors took a breath, the Mayfield Band 

played some background music as the audience 
arrived, creating just a little confusion by finishing 
with the Beatles’ “All you need is Love” which had 
half the audience rising to their feet expecting the 
full Marseillaise. 

Father Nigel then introduced the concert in fluent 
French, and OHD entertained us with a lovely 
selection of music from both sides of the channel, 
starting with “Portsmouth”, to evoke their route 
to Mayfield, and finishing with “Happy Together” 
which summed up beautifully this coming together 
of our two bands. All of their pieces were introduced 
with great charm, and in English, by their younger 
players. Mayfield Band played some smaller 
ensemble pieces to give OHD a rest, including 



“Sussex Folk”, our tribute to proceedings earlier in 
the day when Harry and Meghan became Sussex 
folk themselves. The evening concluded with a fun 
raffle of French goodies generously provided by 
our guests, and an exchange of gifts in which Le 
Chef d’Orchestre, Jean-Louis, was wrapped in the 
Sussex Martlets. The concert closed fittingly with 
OHD’s new favourite piece, “Sussex by the Sea”.

The evening concluded with supper in The Middle 
House, with our French friends enthusiastically 
quaffing le Harvey’s and tucking in to le Banoffee, 
before heading off for a well earned sleep ahead 
of their performance on Brighton bandstand the 
following day.

Our thanks go to the amazing Sandra Chol of OHD 
for her boundless enthusiasm and energy in bringing 
this amazing evening together, to Father Nigel and 
the St Dunstan’s team for hosting the event, the 
Flower Guild for the amazing floral displays, and to 

all of you for coming along to support the event and 
helping to make it very special. Happy Together is 
definitely what amateur music making is all about, 
and to be able to extend our musical bonds across 
the water was a real treat, which we will remember 
for years to come.

So if you too would like to be happy together, and 
who knows, perhaps be part of a return visit to 
France in a few years’ time, now is the time to start. 
Don’t miss the boat – you really don’t want to be 
the only person left sitting in Mayfield on a summer 
weekend some time in 2021 when the rest of us are 
relaxing on the Rue du Quai, pastis in one hand and 
a forkful of homard in the other, singing Sussex by 
the Sea. Adhérez-vous maintenant. Ce n’est jamais 
trop tard!!

Simon Rudge simon@mayfieldband.co.uk 872007

MAYZING COMMUNITY CHOIR

Please come along to our concert in St Dunstan’s 
Church on Saturday 14th July start 7.30pm (doors 
open at 7pm). As usual there will be a an interesting 
mix of music, from Tudor to Harry Styles and Beatles 
to Latin American.

Tickets are on sale in The Shopping Basket, Burnett’s 
Estate Agent, from Shirley in The Old Library on a 

Monday or Tuesday or from a member of the choir. 
Prices are £8 for adults and £4 for children/students 
and include an interval drink. Any profit from the 
concert will be going to the Pickering Cancer Drop-
in Centre in Tunbridge Wells.

We hope to see you there.

ONE YOU EAST SUSSEX

One You East Sussex, the FREE Healthy Lifestyle 
Service for East Sussex, is coming to Mayfield!

The healthy lifestyle service commissioned by East 
Sussex County Council, will start a new weekly 
mobile clinic at the Mayfield Memorial Hall.

One You East Sussex encourages people to 
develop positive and sustainable lifestyle habits. 
The tailored programmes support residents who 
want to stop smoking, lose weight, eat well, move 
more and drink less. 

The tools and guidance given throughout a 
programme depend on the lifestyle benefits each 
person would benefit from the most. The service is 
free to residents of East Sussex.

Health Coaches, Sam and Hollie, will be available to 
give visitors free personalised consultations every 
Friday from the 15th of June. The consultation 
includes a health assessment and creating a health 
plan that’s specific to the client’s needs.

One You East Sussex Health Coaches are also able 
to offer free NHS Health Checks to people aged 
40-74. The NHS Health Check will give information 
around your cholesterol, blood sugars and blood 
pressure. 

Improving your lifestyle can be challenging but 
One You East Sussex can support you to make a 
long-lasting change.

To get a FREE consultation and find out how to 
join one of our free health programmes visit the 
One You East Sussex mobile clinic at the Mayfield 
Memorial Hall where our Health Coaches will be 
on-hand from 11am-3pm every Friday.

To find out other ways of accessing the support 
of our Health Coaches for free call 01323 404600 
or visit www.oneyoueastsussex.org.uk to book an 
appointment. 



MAYFIELD BUSINESS FORUM (MBF)

On Tuesday 3rd July, we welcome Chris White, 
Cyber Protect / Prevent Supervisor at the South 
East Regional Organised Crime Unit. He will be 
giving us his expert advice on the very important 
topic of Cyber Security. All businesses, traders 
and organisations need to keep their information 
safe. So please come along to find out how to 
protect yourself against online threats. Everyone is 
welcome.

At our June meeting, we reviewed and updated 
actions to take in order to keep our High Street 

alive. Many people depend on the High Street and 
it is part of what makes our village special. So please 
support and use the shops and services there when 
you can. It is amazing the range of items available 
(see the list of over 190 at mayfieldfiveashes.org.
uk/tourism/mayfield-high-street) – something for 
everyone.

Roger Stone (872764) / 07776 144056 roger@
rogerstoneconsultancy,com

FIVE ASHES HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Our 100th Summer Show will be held at Five Ashes 
Village Hall and Playing Field on Saturday, 28th 
July from 2pm. Our first Summer Show was held in 
1912, on a Wednesday, and except for a few years 
in each of the World Wars has been held annually 
ever since.

In addition to the exhibits in the Halls there will 
be other attractions on the Field:- Fun Dog Show, 
Wealden Brass Band, Barbecue, Side Shows, 
Children’s Sports, etc.

We hope that the dry winter and wet spring, not 
forgetting the “Beast from the East” will not have 
affected gardeners and their gardens too much 
and we look forward to seeing you.

Schedules and entry forms are available from The 
Pink Cabbage, Heal’s Shop & Café, Five Ashes Inn, 
the Village Hall or direct from myself.

Graham Playfoot, 01825 830511

MAYFIELD HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Saturday 21st July 2.30pm - Summer Show, 
Mayfield Memorial Hall/Scout & Guide Hall. 
Please note, due to Rosina’s changing hands 
all entry forms and mini-sagas must now be 
delivered to Ferndale Cottage (opposite the 
old NatWest Bank). Our Show Secretary, Diane 
Kirkness welcomes entries from everyone!  Free 
Summer Show Schedule available at the MAYFACS 
office in The Old Library (to the right of the main 
entrance to Mayfield Memorial Hall), open 9am to 
4pm most Mondays and Tuesdays, Truffles Bakery 
and Mayfield Chiropody and Podiatry Clinic in 
Mayfield High Street and The Shopping Basket 
in Station Road or at www.mhs.mayfieldfiveashes.
org.uk where the entry form can be printed off. 
Photocopies of entry forms are also accepted. 
Details of all the vegetable, fruit, flower, floral art, 
crafts, domestic and photographic classes open to 
everyone and the children’s art and craft classes are 
included. Note the 50-word Mini Saga, ‘The Lie’, 
with the appropriate entry form, must be in by 4pm 
Thursday 12thJuly. Deadline for all other entry forms 
is Thursday 19th July.  The Schedule contains details 
about delivery of the entries on the day of the Show, 
hints for exhibitors, Show Rules, details on points 

awarded for collections of vegetables and recipes 
for some of the Domestic classes.  If you want to join 
the Society for £5, there is also a Membership form 
on page 21 of the Schedule, or it can be printed 
off from our website. If you have any questions 
relating to the Show, Diane or our Chairman, Eddie 
Du-Cann are happy to help if you phone 872705 
or email mayfieldhorticulturalsociety@gmail.com. 
Even if you do not want to enter, this is a spectacular 
event to view and there will be a produce stall 
(donations gratefully received), raffle, tea, coffee 
and homemade cakes. Hope to see you there!

Wednesday 22nd August - Summer outing to 
RHS Wisley- everyone welcome. Cost £17 per 
person for entry and transport. Departs The Middle 
House, Mayfield 9.15am, returning approximately 
5pm. To book contact Bridget Blow, email via 
ericblow@btinternet.com, phone 872829 or book 
at the Summer Show.

Rosemary Bayliss mayfieldhorticulturalsociety@
gmail.com



MAYFIELD EVENING WI

There was a good turn out of members on Tuesday 
12th June for the monthly meeting of Mayfield 
Evening WI. After the president’s welcome and the 
business, Rotherfield WI’s member Emma gave a 
short report on the National Annual Meeting held 
in Cardiff. It sounded a great meeting and the 
resolution put forward was passed.

It has been a busy month with some of our members 
having a lovely day at Standen House near East 
Grinstead, others went to Jenny Whittall’s coffee 
morning to see the bluebells, and some of the 
committee members took items from our centenary 
exhibition to be added to the Women of Wealden 
Suffrage Exhibition at Uckfield and helped display 
them. Some members went to see the exhibition.

Several members entered the South of England 
Show and their entries were on show at this meeting 
with comments from the judges. Tanya Eccleshall 
was second with her painting. What talented 
members we have.

Our speaker Simon Mott was next and his topic 
was “What Makes a Super Star”. He gave us a list 
of 10 ways to become a super star. His subject was 
Mantovani a lifelong love of his. He showed videos 
and pictures of him playing the violin and leading 
his orchestra. This started before WW1 and the 10 
ways he made it to the top.

1.Courage of your convictions. 2. Learn your 
craft. 3. Perform with passion. 4. Find a mentor. 
5. Seize the day. 6. Be flexible. 7. Take a risk. 8. 
Collaborations. 9. Create a signature. 10. Embrace 
modern technology.

Mantovani followed these tips and by the 1950s 
he was selling more records than Elvis Presley and 
Frank Sinatra. Not that it was easy. As he was born 
in Italy he would have been interned during the 
WWII but his wife encouraged him to be naturalised 
Briton before the war started and though he could 
no longer lead an orchestra, he found other ways 
to make music and further his career. He embraced 
modern technology so his records didn’t become 
outdated and he survived the rock’n’roll era. It was 
a fascinating story and many people of a certain 
age will remember him. Simon told his story very 
well and love of his subject shone through, as it 
should, because he told us at the end of his talk 
that he was Mantovani’s grandson!

Our next meeting is on 10th July. The speaker will be 
announced later. It is at 7.15 for 7.30 in the Memorial 
Hall. Why not come and join us and you will be made 
very welcome. If you have any questions please call 
our secretary, Berenice Blurton on 872039.

Margaret Rae. 

ST DUNSTAN’S BELL RINGERS

The bells of St Dunstan’s have been put to good 
use over the past few weeks, in addition to the usual 
Tuesday practices and Sunday service ringing. As 
part of the recent Mayfield Festival of Music and 
the Arts, a quarter peal (more complex ringing than 
normal) was rung with the assistance of ringers from 
other churches, to whom we offer our thanks. The 
ringing was also dedicated to the memory of Arthur 
Groombridge and William Baugh, two ringers at St 
Dunstan’s who gave their lives in 1918 during the 
Great War.

On more joyful notes the bells rang to mark 
St Dunstan’s Day ahead of the Patronal church 

service on 18th May, and of course we joined in the 
national ringing the following day Saturday 19th 
May when the bells rang out in celebration of the 
Royal marriage. In early June we had the privilege 
of ringing for the wedding of Greg Reeve and Anna 
Walker and we take this opportunity to wish them a 
long and happy marriage.

So if you would like to participate in a vibrant village 
activity please contact either Graham Holland 
(Tower Captain) on 872163 or Sue Ellis 01892 748026 
to arrange a convenient visit on a practice night.

Report by James D Morgan

MAYFIELD OPEN GARDENS - NATIONAL GARDENS SCHEME 

We had a record number of visitors to the open 
garden weekend this year, over 950 tickets sold and 
we raised the magnificent sum of £8,570 for the 
charities supported by the NGS. We were lucky to 
have lovely weather over the whole weekend and 
also to be promoted in the Saturday Telegraph 

which had a tremendous effect on visitor numbers.

Thank you to everyone who came. Your visits to 
our gardens helps to change lives: in 2017 the 
NGS raised over £3million nationally for nursing 
and caring charities including Macmillan Cancer 



Support, Marie Curie, Parkinson’s UK and Hospice 
UK. It is great that our Mayfield open days are 
contributing to these worthwhile causes. 

Thank you also to all who gave up their free time 
to help, to all the cake bakers, photographer Tim 
Morris and musicians ‘Ensemble Colomb’ who 
played at Hoopers Farm on Sunday afternoon.

There are lots more gardens open for the NGS in the 

local area throughout the summer so have a look 
in the Sussex NGS booklets which are available in 
shops around the village and local garden centres. 
You can also visit www.ngs.org.uk or use National 
Garden Scheme app in order to find gardens to 
visit in any area of the country.

Sarah Ratcliffe

THE SLOW SHORT FILM FESTIVAL RETURNS TO MAYFIELD

The Slow Short Film Festival returns to Mayfield on 
Saturday, 1st September.  The films will be screened 
(accompanied by Q&As, talks and slow food) in the 
Memorial Hall and the Concert Hall at Mayfield 

School.  Tickets will be available from Burnetts in the 
high street or online at www.slowshortfilmfesival.
com.

MAYFIELD FESTIVAL COMPOSER COMPETITION 2020 

The Mayfield Festival will be celebrating its 50th 
Anniversary in 2020 and in celebration of this 
landmark we are commissioning the composition of 
a new choral work to be given its world premiere at 
the Festival, based around the story of St Dunstan, 
entitled Cantata of St Dunstan.

The Cantata will consist of five episodes (perhaps 
around eight minutes each) in St Dunstan’s life 
interspersed with a Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis; 
and the Ordinary setting of the Mass excluding the 
Credo – ie Kyrie, Gloria, Sanctus – Benedictus and 
Agnus Dei. The Kyrie (Rex Splendens Kyrie VII in 
Vatican Gradual) is attributed to St Dunstan and will 
open the Cantata.

Composers are invited to apply to enter a 
competition for the composition of the five 
episodes in his life. There is no restriction on who 
may apply. They will be able to use up to 20 players 
(plus optional organ but no piano). For example 
6.4.4.3.2. strings and timpani; or they could chose 
triple woodwind, brass quintet, electric guitar and 
two percussions; plus soloists and full choir. They 
will not be required to compose the liturgical 
movements.

If you wish to compete, in the first place please 
submit three short MP3 extracts of no more than 
five minutes each, at least one of which should be 
choral. If recordings of live performances are not 
available then synthesised submissions will be 
acceptable. You should send them to Jonathan 
Jones at jonnie@mayfieldfestival.co.uk. Entries will 
be anonymised and passed on to the judging panel 
who will whittle the applicants down to a shortlist of 
three. The three will then be given a small section 
of the cantata to compose (around five minutes). 
From those, the winner will be selected. Closing 
date for MP3 submissions is 31 July 2018.

The prize will be £2,500 and the world premiere of 
the cantata will be performed at the 2020 Mayfield 
Festival. There will also be other composition 
opportunities commissioned by the festival.

Go to http://www.mayfieldfestival.co.uk/composer-
competition/ for more information.

UP AND DOWN THE HIGH STREET
MACE / NOW LONDIS

Raj is pleased to offer customers a cashback service 
subsequent to the closure of the Post Office. Buy 
just £5 worth of goods and you can get up to £50 
cashback, spend £10 and you can get up to £100 
cashback.

There is a vast quantity of items available to purchase 
within the store, including stamps, so if you haven’t 
visited for some time check it out - you are sure of 
a warm welcome - and don’t forget CASHBACK is 
available so perhaps a trip outside the village isn’t 
necessary after all! 



LAMBERT & FOSTER

We are delighted to announce that the Lambert 
& Foster office raised £170 for The Royal British 
Legion at the Mayfair.

Thank you to everyone who bought raffle tickets 
and helped support this worthy charity.  The raffle 
prizes included a Magnum of Champagne donated 
by Lambert & Foster, Flowers from The Flower Shop 

and a Voucher from Rusden’s.

Despite the bad weather the spirit of Mayfield 
carried on and we all had a fabulous day enjoying 
the Mayfair.

The Royal British Legion (Mayfield) were absolutely 
delighted to receive the monies raised.

DIRTY PAWS - DOG GROOMING SALON 

Louise Riley of Dirty Paws has won 1st prize in the 
Experienced Clip Class in the English Groomers 
Challenge competition. Well done Louise. For all 

you dog owners check out Dirty Paws in the High 
Street.

OBITUARIES
BILL BAINES

‘when my mind is free,  you know a melody can 
move me

and when I’m feeling blue, the guitar’s coming 
through to soothe me

thanks for the joy you’ve given me’

from Drift Away by Dobie Gray

With huge sadness we announce the death of our 
good friend Bill Baines who passed away recently. 
He was well known and loved in the village: a larger 
than life character who was a constant fixture in the 
Rose & Crown, and could talk on any subject from 
politics to painting.

Music was his passion. He had a wealth of 
experience playing country, rock and roll and blues 
music in bands in England and in the United States.

Bill took great interest when the Open Mic group 

emerged 6 years ago to provide a monthly Open 
Mic at the Rose & Crown – by locals for locals. He 
was hugely supportive of anyone who wanted to 
get up and perform. He was also a fine composer, 
who appreciated the poetry of wordsmiths such as 
Bob Dylan and John Prine.

With Bill we formed a casual band. He loved the 
camaraderie and with his talent and knowledge 
made us better than we might otherwise have 
been. Together, the band toured to far flung places 
such as Wadhurst, Rotherfield, Lamberhurst and 
even Eastbourne.

He was at his best on his own playing acoustic 
guitar and singing Hank Williams songs, or with the 
band behind him when he would roar approval.

‘Drift Away’ was ‘his’ song. He often led us with that 
tune, and would shout ‘Up to the A Minor!’ before 
going on to sing:

‘When my mind is free,   you know a melody can 
move me.

And when I’m feeling blue – the guitar’s coming 
through to soothe me’

One last time, Bill – ‘up to the A minor’

Angie Rowe.  16 June 2018

The next Open Mic evening at the Rose & Crown 
is Thursday, 5th July. Come along - enjoy the 
music and remember Bill.



MARGARET VALENTINE WYLIE COLEBROOKE (FORMERLY MACGREGOR) 29TH 
SEPTEMBER 1919 – 6TH JUNE 2018 

Margaret Colebrooke was a well known and 
respected resident of Mayfield for more than 40 
years. She was born in Inverness and married 
Alexander Reid MacGregor in September 1939. 
After the war her husband was moved around the 
country as a senior civil servant in the Export Credits 
department and Margaret became proficient at 
creating a family home in various places ranging 

from Bradford, Lurgan in Northern Ireland to 
Birmingham and finally Tunbridge Wells. Margaret 
and Alexander had three children who were still 
quite young when Alexander was tragically killed in 
the Lewisham train crash in 1958. She then married 
Ernest Colebrooke and they eventually moved to 
Mayfield where they both became actively involved 
in the local community.  Sadly Ernest passed 
away in May 1992 and Margaret continued to live 
independently in the house they had shared until 
she died.

She volunteered with what was then known as the 
Marriage Guidance Council. She was a well known 
figure at Five Ashes pre-school where she would 
read to the children, many of whom remembered 
her fondly. She will also be remembered by the WI, 
in particular for her garden party held in June in her 
beautiful garden.

She died at home, looking out at the birds she 
loved to feed and various other animal visitors to 
her garden.

Alison Dufresne-MacGregor (daughter-in-law)

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY - JULY 2018 ONWARDS
JULY

Monday 2 Yoga - intermediate Scout & Guide Hall 6.45-8.15pm

Monday 2 Mayfacs Computer lesson 1 Old Library 1 – 2pm

Tuesday 3 Mayfield Business Forum:  
  Chris White talk on cyber security Rose & Crown 6.30-8pm

Tuesday 3 Yoga - beginners Scout & Guide Hall 10-11.30am

Tuesday 3 Yoga – chair-based Scout & Guide Hall 12-1pm

Wednesday 4 Weight Watchers Five Ashes Hall 9.15-10.15am

Wednesday 4 Yoga - beginners Scout & Guide Hall 10-11.30am

Wednesday 4 Pilates Five Ashes Hall 7.15-8.15pm

Thursday 5 MLHS visit to Amberley Museum Coach leaves Mayfield at 09.00 

Friday 6 One You East Sussex mobile clinic Memorial Hall 11am - 3pm

Saturday 7 Summer Fayre St.Thomas of  Mayfield School 



  Canterbury Convent Garden 10.30- 2.30 

Saturday 7 Maintenance morning St. Dunstan’s Churchyard 10am-noon

Sunday 8 Friends of St. Dunstan’s Garden Party Clayton’s Farmhouse,  
   Newick Lane Noon-2pm

Sunday 8 Argos Hill Windmill open day  2 – 5pm

Monday  9 Mayfacs Computer lesson 2 Old Library 1 – 2pm

Monday 9 Yoga - intermediate Scout & Guide Hall 6.45-8.15pm

Monday 9 Parish Council meeting Memorial Hall 7.30 – 9.30PM

Tuesday 10 Tuesday Afternoon Club outing TBC 

Tuesday 10 Yoga - beginners Scout & Guide Hall 10-11.30am

Tuesday 10 Yoga – chair-based Scout & Guide Hall 12-1pm

Wednesday 11 Weight Watchers Five Ashes Hall 9.15-10.15am

Wednesday 11 Yoga - beginners Scout & Guide Hall 10-11.30am

Wednesday 11 Mayfacs Tea & Chat Five Ashes Hall 2.30 – 4pm

Wednesday 11 Pilates Five Ashes Hall 7.15-8.15pm

Friday 13 One You East Sussex mobile clinic Memorial Hall 11am - 3pm

Saturday 14 MayZing Community Choir concert St. Dunstan’s church 7.00pm for 7.30pm

Monday 16 Mayfacs Computer lesson 3 Old Library 1 – 2pm

Monday 16 Yoga - intermediate Scout & Guide Hall 6.45-8.15pm

Tuesday 17 Yoga - beginners Scout & Guide Hall 10-11.30am

Tuesday 17 Yoga – chair-based Scout & Guide Hall 12-1pm

Tuesday 17 Middle House Lunches Middle House 12.30pm

Wednesday 18 Weight Watchers Five Ashes Hall 9.15-10.15am

Wednesday 18 Yoga - beginners Scout & Guide Hall 10-11.30am

Wednesday 18 Pilates Five Ashes Hall 7.15-8.15pm

Friday 20 One You East Sussex mobile clinic Memorial Hall 11am - 3pm

Friday 20 Scrabble in Truffles Truffles Café 2.30pm

Saturday 21 Mayfield Horticultural  Memorial & Scout &  
  Society Summer Show Guide Halls 2.30pm

Sunday 22 Argos Hill Windmill open day  2 – 5pm

Monday 23 Yoga - intermediate Scout & Guide Hall 6.45-8.15pm

Tuesday 24 Yoga - beginners Scout & Guide Hall 10-11.30am

Tuesday 24 Yoga – chair-based Scout & Guide Hall 12-1pm

Wednesday 25 Weight Watchers Five Ashes Hall 9.15-10.15am

Wednesday 25 Yoga - beginners Scout & Guide Hall 10-11.30am

Wednesday 25 Mayfacs Tea & Chat Five Ashes Hall 2.30 – 4pm



Wednesday 25 Pilates Five Ashes Hall 7.15-8.15pm

Thursday 26 Poetry Group Coach House Cottage 10.30 – 12.00

Friday 27 One You East Sussex mobile clinic Memorial Hall 11am - 3pm

Saturday 28 Five Ashes Horticultural Society –  
  100th Summer Show Five Ashes Hall TBC

Sunday 29 Mayfield monthly footpaths walk South Street car park 10.00 – 12.30pm

Monday 30 Mayfacs Computer lesson 4 Old Library 1 – 2pm

Monday 30 Yoga - intermediate Scout & Guide Hall 6.45-8.15pm

Monday 30 Mayfacs trip to Hastings TBC 

Tuesday 31 Yoga - beginners Scout & Guide Hall 10-11.30am

Tuesday 31 Yoga – chair-based Scout & Guide Hall 12-1pm

AUGUST
 
Wednesday 1 Mayfield Business Forum  
  Informal networking Rose & Crown 6.30-8pm

Monday 6 Hearing aid maintenance Old Library 10am – 12pm

Wednesday 8 Mayfacs Tea & Chat Five Ashes Hall 2.30 – 4pm

Sunday 12 Argos Hill Windmill open day  2 – 5pm

Monday 20 Mayfacs trip to Bexhill TBC 

Tuesday 21 Middle House Lunches Middle House 12.30pm

Wednesday 22 Mayfield Horticultural Society  
  summer outing to RHS Wisley  

Wednesday 22 Mayfacs Tea & Chat Five Ashes Hall 2.30 – 4pm

SEPTEMBER

Saturday 1 Slow Short Film Festival Memorial Hall & Mayfield  
   School Concert Hall TBC

Tuesday 4 Tuesday Afternoon Club Scout & Guide Hall 2.30 – 4.15pm

Wednesday 5 Mayfield Business Forum Rose & Crown 6.30-8pm

Saturday -  
Sunday 8 - 9 Argos Hill Windmill Heritage Weekend  TBC

Saturday 15 Boyes & Belles Carnival  TBA

Sunday 16 National village cricket cup final Lords Cricket Ground TBC

Saturday 22 “Know your Village Church” St. Dunstan’s Church 

Monday 24 Mayfacs trip to Herstmonceaux TBC 

Wednesday 26 Royal British Legion Meeting Mayfield Cricket Club 6.30pm

Friday 28 Film on Friday TBC 

Saturday 29 Mayfield Horticultural Society Supper TBC 



OCTOBER

Wednesday 3 Mayfield Business Forum & High  
  Street Retailers quarterly meeting Rose & Crown 6.30-8pm

Friday 12 Mayfacs Film on Friday TBC 

Sunday 14 Argos Hill Windmill open day  2 – 5pm

Friday 19 Mayfield Horticultural Society talk TBC 

Friday 19 Royal Marines Association  
  band concert TBC 

Friday 26 MLHS: ‘Mayfield in WW1’ TBC 

24-27  Mayfield Community Play  TBA

NOVEMBER

Wednesday 7 Mayfield Business Forum Presentation  Rose & Crown 6.30-8pm 
  by Business East Sussex on business  
  support and finance options  

Friday 30 Late Night Shopping/ Switching on  
  of Christmas Lights High Street 5-8pm

    

PUZZLE PAGE
RIDDLES:-

1. How do you spell candy in two letters?

2. The more you take the more you leave behind. 
What are you?

3. What eight letter word can have a letter taken 
away and it still makes a word? Take another 
letter away and it still makes a word and so on. 
Keep on doing this until you have one letter left 
which is itself a word. What is the word? (If you 
can come up with a different word - and we’re 
not sure if there is one - please tell us)

4. A man rode out of town on Sunday, he stayed 
two nights at a hotel and rode back the next 
day on Sunday. How is this possible?

5. Before Mt. Everest was discovered what was 
the highest mountain on earth?

6. What did Mrs. Claus say to Santa when she 
looked up in the sky?

7. This is light as a feather yet no man can hold it 
for long. What is it?

8. When is a doctor most annoyed?

9. When is it bad luck to see a black cat?

10. If a rooster laid a brown egg and a white egg 
what kind of chicks would hatch?

11. If you have me you want to share me. If you 
share me you haven’t got me. What am I?

12. I am the beginning of the end and the end of 
time and space. I am essential to creation and I 
surround every place. What am I?

13. Two girls have the same parents and were born 
at the same time of the same day of the same 
month but they are not twins. How can this be 
possible?

14. Why was the broom late?

Answers on page 22 of Adverts
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ANSWERS:

1. C and Y

2. Your footsteps

3. Starting (staring, string, sting, sing, sin, in, I)

4. His horse is called Sunday

5. Mt. Everest

6. “Rain, dear”

7. Your breath

8. When he is out of patients

9. When you’re a mouse

10. Roosters don’t lay eggs

11. A secret

12. The letter E

13. They were born in different years

14. It overswept
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LOCAL BUS TIMES 

Deveda Redman – Chairman
Fair Meadow Farm, Fir Toll Road, 
Mayfield, TN20 6NA
☎ 01435 872558
✉  deveda.redman@mayfieldfiveashes.

org.uk

Gill Weavers – Vice Chairman
September Cottage, Fletching Street,
Mayfield, TN20 6TE 
☎ 01435 872547  
✉ gill.weavers@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

Monica Aitken
Coldharbour, Lake Street,  
Mayfield, TN20 6PT
☎ 01435 872454
✉  monica.aitken@mayfieldfiveashes.

org.uk

Patricia Balfour
Knowle, Newick Lane,  
Mayfield, TN20 6RD
☎ 01435 872920
✉ patricia.balfour@mayfieldfiveashes.
org.uk

Tommy Buck
24 Southmead Close,
Mayfield TN20 6UJ,
☎ 07718 787748
✉ tommy.buck@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk 

Robert Fitzsimmons 
6 Westfield Close,  
Five Ashes, TN20 6LA
☎ 01825 830886 
✉  robert.fitzsimmons@mayfieldfiveashes.

org.uk 

Herb Hills
Old Warren, East Street
Mayfield, TN20 6TU
☎ 01435 872017 

Christopher Lilly 
Versyns Farm, Vale Road,  
Mayfield, TN20 6BD
☎ 01435 873631
✉ chris.lilly@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

David Miles
39 Mayfield Grange, Little Trodgers Lane, 
Mayfield, TN20 6BF
☎ 01435 873980
✉ david.miles@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

Rosemary Neal 
Hurst Hill, Rotherfield Lane,  
Mayfield, TN20 6ET
☎ 01435 872113 
✉  rosemary.neal@mayfieldfiveashes.

org.uk

Ian Parker
Meriden, Sunnybank Close,  
Mayfield, TN20 6TT
☎ 07971 979137 
✉ ian.parker@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk 

Eleanor McDonnell-Slater
1 Queensmount, Five Ashes,  
East Sussex, TN20 6LH
☎ 07952471126
✉  e.mcdonnellslater@mayfieldfiveashes.

org.uk

Julie Upton 
Little Hurst, Swife Lane, Broad Oak,  
Heathfield, TN21 8UX
☎ 01435 883404 
✉ julie.upton@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

Jeremy Watkiss
Cherry Tree Cottage, Coggins  
Mill Lane, Mayfield, TN20 6UT
☎ 01435 873844
✉ jerry.watkiss@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

Elaine Wheeler
31 Queensmount, Five Ashes,  
TN20 6LH
☎ 01825 830809
✉  elaine.wheeler@mayfieldfiveashes.

org.uk

PUBLIC OPENING TIMES
Monday  09.00 – 11.00
Wednesday  09.00 – 12.00
Friday 09.00 – 11.00

OFFICE ADDRESS
Mayfield & Five Ashes Parish 
Council
Old Manor House, High Street,  
Mayfield TN20 6AL

Tel  01435 873784
Fax  01435 873726
Email   clerk@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk
Web  www.mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

Councillor details

www.mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk
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