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WELCOME FROM THE EDITORS

On previous occasions we have mentioned various reasons why we think we are so fortunate to be living 
in this Parish. To that list we must add Woodhill Surgery. Both editors and their family members have had 
extensive contact with the surgery recently. We have to say that we are fortunate indeed to have such an 
excellent GP practice. We have nothing but the highest praise for all the reception staff, nurses and doctors. 
At a time when a record number of GP practices have closed in this country in the past year, particularly those 
serving smaller communities, we should count our blessings where Woodhill is concerned.

We’re afraid that Andrew has had time for only one interview this month which is with Monica Aitken. This 
particular interview is very informative about a subject dear to the Editors’ hearts namely the South and South 
East In Bloom competition. We very much hope that the hard work of all those involved results in another 
excellent result for us this year. We all benefit so much from the villages looking particularly beautiful in the 
summer months. 

Although there is only one interview this month we hope that you will find much to enjoy throughout the 
Newsletter. A new feature began last month featuring Tom Crisp, a local eventer, which the large local horse 
fraternity might find interesting. And, of course, there is the Open Forum which is normally a “must read” but 
is most definitely this month.

Jeanette Hore & Andrew Watson

HELP NEEDED
Your editors and committee members would welcome assistance from anyone who would be interested 
to help with the Newsletter particularly if you have any relevant skills or experience, for example, I.T. skills, 
word processing ability, a love of writing, editing or proof-reading. We can guarantee that contributing to 
the Newsletter would be rewarding and interesting. Do please contact us by email mayfieldnewsletter2012@
gmail.com- or by phone 872975 for Jeanette or 872202 for Andrew.

DEADLINE FOR COPY FOR NEWSLETTER
 

Copy should be submitted at the latest by noon on the 15th of the prior month. Early submissions are encouraged. Please send an email to 
mayfieldnewsletter2012@gmail.com with the name of your organisation or the topic of your copy in the Subject line; or deliver hand-written copy 
to The Shopping Basket (3, Station Road, Mayfield). Please show on all submissions the subject, name of author and a contact number in case of 

queries. Ideally type in Arial (not Arial Black) 11pt. 
For advertising copy contact Sophie Leaney - email mfanadvertising@outlook.com also by 15th of the prior month.

Unless otherwise stated the views expressed in MAYFIELD & FIVE ASHES NEWSLETTER are those of the contributors, and not of the Editors and 
Committee. The Editors reserve the right to omit, cut, or amend any contribution offered for publication.

Finally, unless otherwise stated, telephone numbers given are those for the Mayfield village area and therefore, if phoning from outside 
the area, should be prefixed with 01435.

ONLINE SUBSCRIPTION TO NEWSLETTER
If you would like to pay for a year’s subscription online the Newsletter’s bank details are:- Santander; Mayfield 
& Five Ashes Newsletter; Sort Code 09-01-50; Account No. 06079350. Please put your surname/donation in 
the reference box (if too many characters just put “donation” to help determine it is not for advertising.



FEATURES
INTERVIEW WITH MONICA AITKEN, CHAIR OF THE WORKING PARTY FOR OUR 

ENTRIES IN SOUTH & S.E. IN BLOOM 2019

Tell us a little about the competitions in which 
we are entered and the background to this: 
South and South East in Bloom is a very prestigious 
annual competition which itself is part of the Britain 
In Bloom competition run by the Royal Horticultural 
Society. It is a charitable campaign which encourages 
communities to get involved in gardening and 
horticulture and to have an appreciation of our 
environment. It was the Mayfield Business Forum 
who came up with the idea of entering partly to 
enhance the beauty of our villages but mainly to 
attract visitors to Mayfield High Street for the 
potential benefit of our retailers. There are quite a 
number of categories. In 2018 we entered for the 
first time the category of Parishes In Bloom. Awards 
are given in the following five categories:- – Highly 
Commended, Bronze, Silver, Silver Gilt and Gold. 
We were first in the Parishes in Bloom category 
and indeed the only entrant to be awarded a Gold 
which was splendid on our first attempt.

Equally satisfying was the very positive feedback we 
received.

What are we doing this year? We have entered 
Parishes in Bloom once more (which covers both 
Mayfield and Five Ashes) but have also entered 
the higher level category of Large Village in 
Bloom (which involves Mayfield only) having been 
encouraged to do so by Peter Holman, last year’s 
judge, who is Chair of South & S.E. In Bloom. 
Competing at this higher level will be a challenge 
and we are up against some serious competition. 
There are fifteen entrants in the Parishes In Bloom 
category and nine in the Large Village category 
in which last year four Golds were awarded, the 
overall winner being Titchfield. This demonstrates 
the strength of this category. 

Our goals are:-

a. To make our Villages the best we can to make 
it as desirable a place as possible in which to live, 
work and visit

b. To engender a love of plants and flowers

c. To encourage respect for our environment and 
our planet

d. To bring our community together

Particular themes for 2019 are:-

i. Water awareness (about which I wrote an article in 

the June Newsletter)

ii  Encouraging pollinators. We have included herbs 
and other plants which attract bees in our planting 
in Mayfield High Street. 

What will we be showing the two judges for 
the Large Village Category in particular this 
year? In addition to ensuring both Villages look 
spectacular we have also focused on the Mayfield 
War Memorial area, Court Meadow and the area 
by the Rose & Crown. There we have installed two 
new planters on the green and “done up” the red 
phone box which will be a library. The bank to the 
rear of the Middle House we have turned into a wild 
area. What is called a “dead wall” has been put in 
to encourage wildlife. 

In Court Meadow we have a bug hotel made by the 
Cubs, a revamped Pre-School garden and areas 
which are environmentally friendly i.e. not all the 
grass has been cut short. The judges are always 
looking for the “wow” factor so this year we shall 
try to impress them with the Butcher’s bike with 
its basket filled with flowers and herbs, a tuk-tuk, 
kindly provided by Sarah who works with Holly at 
the Flowerhouse, which will be near the Garage and 
decorated with flowers and plants, and outside the 
Flowerhouse an attractive wicker figure. Also, this 
year we are focusing strongly on Five Ashes. We will 
show the judges the brilliant work undertaken by 
the Primary School children in planting twenty small 
trees and one hundred saplings in the recreation 
ground, the Sensory Garden, the War Memorial 
green and the fantastic display the children at the 
Primary School are putting on with their “wellie 
boot” garden since they have no outside garden 
space at the school. 

Tell us a little about the work and effort involved 
in entering: e have a working party comprised of 
myself, (Chair), Cllr. Chris Lilly, Diane Kirkness and 
Eddie Du Cann from the Mayfield Horticultural 
Society, Graham Playfoot and Kay White from 
Five Ashes Horticultural Society and Ian Parker 
representing the Parish Council and Jeanette Hore 
representing Mayfield Business Forum and the 
Mayfield & Five Ashes Newsletter. We have had 
much support from volunteers although there is 
always scope for more people to be involved and 
any offers of assistance would be most welcome. 
Eddie Du Cann, Diane Kirkness and Carol and Ken 
Audsley deserve a particularly honourable mention 



for clearing the Mayfield War Memorial garden and 
manuring and planting it. They have also planted 
many of the tubs in the High Street. The Parish 
Council have been very supportive in 2018 and 2019 
and have given us £1,000 this year. Fr. Nigel gave 
us a slot at one of his Lenten Lunches at which we 
raised £275.00. The Mayfield Horticultural Society 
gave us £100 towards the War Memorial garden. 
We in turn have supported the Primary schools 
which had no specific budget for this event. The 
Mayfair Committee paid for the planters by the 
Rose & Crown. We have also received support and 
assistance from Five Ashes Horticultural Society, 
various village businesses, the W.I., the Cubs and 
Scouts, Mayfield Girls School and Fr. Nigel from 
St. Dunstan’s Church. We truly believe that we 
have brought the community together across all 
age groups, through their shared enjoyment of 
horticulture as well as their love and pride which 
comes from living in our beautiful villages. I was 
very touched when at the recent St. Dunstan’s fête 
a member of the public gave us £10 as a donation 
towards the plants saying that the village had 
looked so beautiful last year. 

Nonetheless, we are working on a very tight budget 
of less than £2,000. If we do commendably again 
this year and decide in good time to enter next year 
it would be prudent to raise a larger sum than that 
if we can. 

Should we have a sign recording our success 
last year? This is a sore point. We have been trying 
to get East Sussex County Council to agree to this 
for many months now without success. If we are 
fortunate enough to get an award again this year, 
we shall redouble our efforts. 

What about the judging? The judges will be here 
for two hours on Thursday, 4th July. We decide 
where to take the judges and you will see from 

what I have said above, the main areas on which 
we will be concentrating. For them the competition 
is about blooms and plants but they also pay 
much attention to the overall environment and 
community involvement. If we are fortunate enough 
to receive an award, the award ceremony will be on 
13th September. 

Tell us a little about yourself please Monica. I 
was born and raised in Barbados where I still have 
family. I visit there a couple of times a year. I came to 
England at the age of 16 to finish my education and 
have lived here permanently ever since. I moved to 
Mayfield in 1974 (so I have been here for 45 years 
now) and my children were born here. I have three 
children, two of whom live in London and one who 
works and lives in Hong Kong although he is currently 
trying to buy a house in Mayfield. My daughter 
went to Mayfield School. I used to live in Newick 
Lane but moved to Lake Street some nineteen 
years ago. I am a very keen gardener myself and am 
fortunate enough to have 3.5 acres of land where 
I live now although some of that is paddock and 
woodland. The garden itself is lawns, flowerbeds, a 
rose garden and a pond. Before raising my family, 
I worked for DuPont, the big chemicals company 
and more recently worked part time for Handley’s 
in the village. I have been a Parish Councillor since 
2009. Apart from gardening my other passion is 
bridge which I play at Tunbridge Wells Bridge Club 
and I organise bridge competitions for the county 
of Kent. 

I love Mayfield and count myself very lucky to live 
in such a wonderful, very beautiful and historic 
village. Everyone here is so very kind and helpful 
and compassionate. 

REMINISCENCES FROM JOHN LOGAN

Following last month’s story of the bull that had 
swallowed the tacks, the outcome was that he had 
to be operated on to remove them. It was not an 
uncommon operation on cattle in those days when 
a lot of hay was baled using wire which had to be 
twisted to fasten it. This left a weak place where 
the wire would break and the broken piece eaten 
with the hay. The cure looked drastic because 
it involved sedating the animal, giving it a local 
anaesthetic then cutting through three layers of 
muscle and removing the foreign object. Each layer 
then had to be stitched up and the outer layer, the 
hide, would look like the lacing of an old-fashioned 
leather football.  The bull survived. One way to 
diagnose a wire was for a man to stand each side 

of the beast holding a stout stick between them 
under the animal and both pull upwards. If the 
beast grunted in pain an operation was needed to 
prevent peritonitis. I did once help at one of these 
procedures but the culprit turned out to be a bent 
6” nail rather than hay wire. The cow was back out 
grazing within a few hours.

Environment was not a word which was used much 
in those days. Over 100 acres of wood had been 
bulldozed on the farm to create more room for 
crops. This was encouraged by ministry grants as we 
still needed as much food as possible. Nowadays 
we would, quite rightly, be encouraged to plant 
more woods. Harry Partington, who I lodged with, 



was a very good gardener but did everything by the 
calendar. Potatoes had to be planted at Easter, no 
matter what date Easter fell on! He had very little 
by way of tools doing nearly everything with what 
he called his “tommy-hawk” which was a kind of 
mattock.

We had a water supply on the farm provided by a 
pump known as a “hydraulic ram” in the stream 
at the bottom of the valley. This was a very simple 
device with few moving parts, which used a large 
amount of water at low pressure to pump a smaller 
amount at higher pressure. We do not realise today 
how many farms lacked a reliable water supply 
until fairly recently, particularly in the west. Another 
Cotswold farm I worked on had a pipe running from 
a spring in a field. Sometimes the supply would stop 
and we would always find a frog blocking the pipe. 
We had to filter the water as it contained tiny red 

worms. The supply was shared with the hotel next 
door, which was one of the most expensive in the 
county! When we were looking for a farm, I always 
stipulated that I would consider one without mains 
electricity but not without water mains.

Going back to the farm with the bull, we did not 
have any trouble with wire because we baled the 
hay using an early form of round baler. It was made 
by the American firm of Allis-Chalmers. It was fairly 
slow and prone to problems but when baled the 
2ft. diameter bales were fairly rainproof. They were 
not easy to load or stack. When we were collecting 
the bales the owner’s wife, who was much younger 
than him, together with her 18 year old daughter, 
would come with cold drinks for us and help with 
the bales. As they usually did this in their bikinis 
it was a welcome attraction to ease what was very 
hard work.

SUSSEX WILDLIFE TRUST

House martins - The building blocks of summer
My summer is built from screams, cries, chatters and warbles. Walking around the Sussex countryside I’m 
always soaking up the sounds of migrant birds returning home from their winter south of the Sahara. Each 
voice offers a familiar reassurance to me. Only when everything is back in its place can my summer begin. 

One of the top tunes in my summer soundtrack is the sweet, bubbling twitter of the house martin. Shakespeare 
loved that sound too. To him they were ‘the guest of summer’. From Macbeth’s castle to cathedrals, country 
cottages and urban terraces these birds have historically been linked to our homes. They’re as much of a 
feature of English architecture as the clay, bricks and uPVC they build their nests against. 

House martins are surveyors, architects, bricklayers, decorators and homeowners rolled into one 19g two-
tone ball of feathers. Give them a building site of a vertical surface under an overhang and they’ll get to work. 
Each lumpy half-dome home, tucked snug under the eaves, is made of 1000 tiny mouthfuls of muddy bricks 
carried from the edge of a nearby puddle or stream. The birds construct each nest over 10 days, finally lining 
it with feathers to make it snug. They don’t always build a brand-new nest; if they find a fixer-upper they’ll 
renovate. 

House martins are stereotypical builders. They constantly communicate with chirpy chatter, call down from 
the roof-tops and while they’re bent over building, they reveal their pale rump. This white builder’s bum is a 
way of identifying the bird from that other summer eaves-dweller, the swallow. 

They’ve shared our homes throughout history but their numbers have suffered a massive decline in England 
with a worrying 18% nosedive over the past decade. Aerial insect food and changing weather patterns here, 
in Africa and on migration routes in between have had an effect. This loss should strike deep in the heart of 
every Sussex resident because our county’s flag is made of six proud martlets. Martlet means ‘little martin’ 
but this heraldic bird may also represent the swift; that screaming summer visitor whose numbers are also in 
decline. 

Either way you should consider yourself blessed if you are one of the lucky people who share your house 
with these incredible birds. Let’s hope our county’s martlets and our county flag are flying proudly under blue 
Sussex skies this July. 

Michael Blencowe www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk



BOOK CLUB CORNER

If you belong to a book club and would like to share your book of the month choice 
with our readers as well as your verdict, we would be pleased to hear from you.

THE BOOKWORMS (FORMERLY MAYFIELD CHAPTER ONE)
We have just read, and all enjoyed, “The Brittle Star” a first novel by Davina Langdale set in 
the 1860s in California, just outside a fledgling Los Angeles. This is a novel ostensibly written 
in the Western genre but with all the usual clichés rewritten and challenged. 

The story centres around 15-year-old John Evert, an unlikely hero. During the course of the 
novel he takes part in the American Civil War, befriends an outlaw, falls in love and continually 
challenges not only his own preconceived perceptions but those of the reader too. The 

author describes it as a “story of survival and redemption” but on the way John rewrites what the Guardian 
calls “the clichés of past eras” He does this with two particular characters; Kusox, a native American tracker 
and Robinson (whose story you will only discover by reading the book!) Every character has a story to tell 
but these two play a major part.

The narrative follows John’s journey, both physical and emotional, and is full of beautiful descriptive 
passages. The reader can almost smell the campfires and feel the searing heat of the barren landscape. 
Davina Langdale calls it “A coming of age story that details the exploits of a boy who grew to be a man 
during a violent period of history - a story of loss and redemption”. Our group all thoroughly enjoyed it, 
both for the story and for the quality of writing. None of us is a fan of the conventional western so don’t let 
that description put you off! And how many so-called westerns come with their own Spotify playlist!

Henry Young, East Sussex Librarian, will be discussing “The Brittle Star” on BBC Sussex just after 2.00pm on 
Wednesday, July 3rd. and we have been invited to participate. Henry is a self-confessed fan of the western 
genre and has read this book on our recommendation (and bought a set for loan to Reading Groups!) so it 
will be interesting to hear his opinions.

Caroline Hill

COMMUNITY BOOK SWAP
We are delighted that the Community Book Swaps are working so well. Thank you to St Dunstan’s Church, 
The Shopping Basket and Truffles in Mayfield and to Five Ashes Village Hall. Please however be reminded 
that the idea is to bring a book and to swap it - not to leave large bags of donated books at the different 
venues. The stock should naturally build up as a result of its use.

TOM CRISP – LOCAL EVENTER

The second in a new series featuring Tom Crisp of Mayfield 
Home for Tom, his wife Sophie, two boys, Harry and Hugo is here in Mayfield. 
Born in Norfolk, Tom went to Ireland for 6 months after finishing school to start his 
career in eventing, this was followed by various pupil placements around the UK.

Horses have been 38 year-old Tom’s passion ever since he can remember, and 
over the years he has continually achieved an ever greater level of success with 
many highlights along the way most recently finishing in the top 25 at Pau CCI4* 
in 2016 and finishing this season at Burghley CCI4* in 16th.

Tom writes:-

It’s a funny thing, that bit of the season after Badminton. Badminton takes up so 
much of our focus – and the preparation for it takes up so much of the early part of the year – that its sudden 
conclusion can feel like a bit of a shock to the system. Luckily, it launches us straight into the busiest part of 
the season, and although we’ve not been quite as flat-out as usual, with our two top horses enjoying a well-
earned wind-down, there’s still been plenty to get on with. 



Coolys Luxury, our good old boy who has done so well at Burghley over the years, was retired on course at 
Badminton, prompting a bit of a shift in priorities for him. On the one hand, he’s seventeen years old and 
doesn’t owe anyone anything – he’s been responsible, after all, for some fantastic adventures, some hard-
fought results, and an enormous amount of joy for all his connections. On the other hand, he’s feeling as fit 
and well as a five-year-old, and I think if we announced to him that the time had come to curtail his competing, 
he’d be so offended that he’d never speak to us again. So we’re exploring the concept of compromise – 
something we’re well-versed in with a mare in charge of the yard! This season, Cooly will be swapping the 
three-days for short-format internationals, like the Event Rider Masters series. Finding a job that suits the 
horse in question is such an important part of producing successful, happy horses – and a lot of the time, that 
decision, and the job chosen, has to evolve throughout the horse’s career.

To get the ball rolling, we took him to Houghton International in deepest, darkest Norfolk, where he went up 
against a seriously big, strong class. Houghton runs the UK’s leg of the Nations Cup series, so it’s always an 
interesting class to ride in – not only do you find yourself competing against the best of British, you’ve also 
got strong contenders from other countries in your section, too. Cooly, for his part, excelled himself, making 
light work of a technical track in slightly unpleasant conditions to finish just outside the top ten. He’ll head 
to Jardy, just outside Paris, for the ERM next month with Liberty and Glory, while the young guns, Vendome 
Biats and Winterdown Royale, will enjoy a trip to Barbury. I can’t remember a Barbury that wasn’t boiling hot, 
so we’re crossing our fingers that we’ll see a few days of summer when it rolls around!

In the meantime, we’ve been delighted to welcome Lingfield Vets to our family of sponsors. They provide 
meticulous care and top-notch attention to detail to our four-legged team members, which gives me peace 
of mind and lets me focus on the big job of producing results. As we head towards the second busy patch of 
our year, we’re spending more and more time at High Weald Horse Hydro, too, where we make great use of 
the aqua treadmill to increase fitness and build strength without risk of injury. (If you’d like to reap the benefits 
for your horse, you can – and you can use our discount code, TEAM CRISP, to save some money, too!) 

A bit more time at home has also meant that I can fit in more clinics and lessons, which is great fun. I’m 
looking forward to taking part in a lecture-demo at Oldencraig Equestrian Centre tonight with Lingfield Vets, 
and we’ve got some cross-country clinics coming up – just find us on Facebook to stay up-to-date, or to get 
in touch and book a lesson. After a bit of an argument with Facebook, we’ve had to re-start the page – I’m 
not sure what sort of criminal activity they think we’ve been using it for, but I suspect they’ll be disappointed!

Hopefully our next update will come from the comfort of a sun lounger, rather than from within several jackets 
– there’s only so long that any of us can find comfort in saying, “well, the ground really needed the rain!” 

OUR CHURCHES
ST. THOMAS OF CANTERBURY - SUMMER FAYRE SATURDAY, 6TH JULY 

St Thomas’s will be holding its annual Summer Fayre in the beautiful Convent Garden of Mayfield School on 
Saturday, 6th July from 10.30 am until 2.30pm. There will be all the usual stalls - Books; Bottles; Bric-a-brac; 
Homemade cakes and preserves; Nearly new clothes; Plants; Tombola; Toys and children’s games. Music will 
be provided by The Mayfield Band.

Tickets for the Grand Summer Draw will be on sale at £1 each:- 

1st Prize £150 

2nd Prize Luxury Hamper

3rd Prize A Year’s Membership to the Royal Horticultural Society

And many other wonderful prizes!

The Draw will take place at the end of the Fayre. Food and drink will be available all day. There will be a 
barbecue, salads, strawberries and cream, tea, coffee and cake, Pimms and wine. 

One third of the proceeds of the Fayre and Draw will be shared between MAYFACS and Mayfield Pre-School. 
Do come along and support this very enjoyable event.



ST. DUNSTAN’S
Our Summer Fête raised £2,544 but a kind donor has made this up to equal the amount we raised last year (in 
much better weather!) giving us a grand total of £3,361. Thank you to everyone who helped and supported 
us.

Dementia Diary Dates – we have two exciting one-hour workshops with a brilliant speaker, Jo Evans from 
Rotherfield St. Martin’s. We need people to sign up for either Tuesday, 9th July from 10.30am or Thursday, 
11th July at 7.30pm, with a maximum at each session of 15-20 attendees. This is an opportunity for all our 
Churches to find out more about what a “dementia friendly church” is.

Animal Welfare Sunday is the nearest Sunday to St. Francis’ Day (the patron saint of animals.) This year it falls 
on 6th October and St Dunstan’s will hold a short outdoor Thanksgiving Service in the afternoon. We are also 
planning a Sponsored Dog Walk then in aid of ‘International Animal Rescue’ an Uckfield based charity. There 
will be more details to follow, this is just to ask you to save the date and get your four-legged companions, 
big or small (and yourselves) into training!

COLKINS MILL CHURCH 
Everyone is welcome to come to one of our weekly services at 10am on Sunday mornings. Every few months 
though we have a special visitor-friendly service on a Sunday afternoon at 4pm in place of the morning 
service. We call these services “Café Church” since some afternoon tea is involved. The next Café Church is 
on 14th July at 4pm - put it in your diary!

Steve Harland contact@colkinsmillchurch.org.uk website colkinsmillchurch.org.uk

OUR SCHOOLS
FIVE ASHES PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS

Five Ashes children in Oak Class (Years 5 and 6) have been on a wonderful residential trip to Kingswood in 
Ashford with Miss Suckling and Mr Varley.

 Here is a report about their week and some wonderful photographs are included later:

The last few days have been wonderful here at Kingswood! The children have had a packed schedule; taking 
part in lots of exciting activities all day long. So far, the children have had the opportunity to take part in wall 
climbing, the 3G swing, the equilibrium swing, problem-solving, an obstacle course, a campfire, a movie 
night and a few games of football thrown in for good measure. The children are having a fab time, rain or no 
rain but are looking forward to seeing loved ones at home on Friday.

There’s nothing quite like climbing to the top of a 45ft. pole in the pouring rain before leaping off to test 
one’s resolve and sense of self-belief. We are so proud of all those who tried and especially as many made 
it all the way to the top to take their leap of faith. Both Miss Suckling and Mr. Varley also gave it their all and 
were cheered on enthusiastically by the children below. The evening activities saw the children save some 
water balloons from their inevitable end by designing and producing a protective casing, before battling it 
out in an all-star dance off. (Can you believe the boys were victorious?)

Although we woke to another gloomy day this morning, the smiles have remained on the faces of the children! 
This morning the children have enjoyed a cooked breakfast before learning how to fence. On guard! Aeroball 
was enjoyed by all, although after 1.5 hours of bouncing, the children are quite tired!

We are really amazed by the achievements of the children so far this week. Despite some challenging weather 
conditions, the children have done amazingly well at all the activities they have tried. They have certainly 
embodied the values of Five Ashes throughout this week and we are very proud of the attitude they have 
displayed.

All the Five Ashes children are looking forward to the end of this school year with Woodland Days, Sports Day 
and Teddy Bears Picnics planned. We are all working hard on our Parishes in Bloom display which you will be 
able to see as you drive past the school and on our summer production of Treasure Island.



MAYFIELD PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS

Despite the current typical summer weather, our 
many activities and events have continued this 
term! Our athletes in Years 5 and 6 participated in 
an event called Quad Kids where they competed 
in events testing their short and long-distance 
running, throwing and jumping – much resilience 
was required and we were so proud of their strong 
team spirit and perseverance.

Our whole school community has been working 
hard to think about how we can help the 
environment to be a healthier and happier place. 
We have just finished a very special week where 
we concentrated on what we can actively do to 
do ‘our bit’. Each class has had a particular focus, 
the learning from which they have displayed on 
boards down our corridor showing all the ways we 
can be proactive – recycling paper, thinking about 
what to do about plastics, composting, recycling 
batteries, remembering to put our litter in the bins 
and spreading the word about how to look after 
our wonderful world. In combination with this, our 
school council came up with an idea and name for a 
hero who could represent for us all things recycling; 
they named him ‘Supercycle’. With the help of Mrs 
Finlay, Supercycle, the recycling robot was created 
and resides now in our entrance hall. Do come to 
meet him and spot his picture on all of our display 
boards. Small acts can indeed effect large changes!

The Summer term is always a great time to go on 
trips – please do read below about three that have 
happened already. We so appreciate the support 
and time given by parents and volunteers who 
accompany us to ensure that the experience can 
be the very best it can be – thank you.

ROBINS’ CLASS TRIP TO BODIAM CASTLE

On Wednesday, 22nd May Robins’ Class went on 
their first ever school trip to Bodiam Castle!

We have been learning all about St. George and 
went to find out more about what it was like to live 
in a castle and how to become a knight!

We left school on a big coach and it took a little 
while to get to the castle. When we finally arrived, 
we were so excited to see it! “Wow! It’s even bigger 
than I thought it was going to be!” said Ruby. 

We crossed the wooden bridge and peered into the 
moat where we saw huge fishes! Some black, some 
white, some orange and gold. Once we reached 
the castle gates, we were met by a lovely lady who 
took us to one of the towers where she told us all 
about the history of the castle, built by Sir Edward 
Dalyngrigge hundreds of years ago. She told us 

that it would take 14 years to train as a knight, 10 
years to train as an archer and only 10 minutes to 
learn how to use a crossbow so most of us decided 
that we’d probably just learn the crossbow! She 
showed us lots of weapons and armour and we all 
got the chance to dress up which was a lot of fun! 
“This is the best day ever! I always wanted to try on 
armour!” said Rowe. 

After we’d all tried on some armour we went and 
had our lunch, which was a bit tricky as some very 
cheeky ducks liked the look of our sandwiches and 
stole a few straight from our hands! 

Once we’d scared off the ducks and finished off our 
lunches we ventured back into the castle where we 
explored the rooms and even climbed to the very 
top of one of the towers to see the amazing view!

Then it was time to head back to school, and after a 
long day the journey back was much quieter with a 
fair few sleeping Robins!

Miss Hawkridge

FALCONS’ CLASS TRIP TO SEAFORD

On Wednesday, 22nd May, Falcons’ Class went 
on a visit to Seaford to bring to life their learning 
about the coast. On this trip, the children had the 
opportunity to visit Seaford Museum where they 
found out about the challenges Seaford has faced 
due to coastal erosion and how they have kept 
the town safe from the power of the sea. After a 
great tour around the museum, the children had an 
opportunity to study the impact of longshore drift 
and look at a variety of sea defences first-hand. 
In the afternoon, they were able to observe and 
sketch the impact of the sea on the cliffs, bringing 
their classroom learning to life. It was a great trip 
out and the children were excellent representatives 
for their school.

Mr MacNicol

NIGHTINGALES’ CLASS TRIP TO ST PAUL’S 
CATHEDRAL, LONDON

On a typical summer’s rainy day, Nightingales’ Class 
set out from Wadhurst Station at the start of their 
journey to St Paul’s Cathedral. Despite the rain, we 
were all very excited and were keen to make the 
most of the day. When we arrived at London Bridge 
Station, the rain was still pouring, but we zipped 
up our coats, put up our hoods and strode out 
towards the South Bank. We really liked spotting 
the landmarks as we passed them, especially as 
so many of them linked to the work we have been 
doing in class. Noting the Shard, we commented 



on how many of the materials used to build it were 
recycled (the school’s current focus on improving 
our environment); coming around a corner to meet 
the Golden Hind ship (built in the Elizabethan times, 
linking with Shakespeare); seeing a graffiti piece of 
art depicting Shakespeare and of course standing 
outside the Globe theatre (we are studying the 
Tempest at the moment alongside Falcons’ class). 
Because of the rain we lunched in the Turbine Hall 
of the Tate Modern before crossing the Millennium 
Bridge to St Paul’s Cathedral.

Our first glimpse of the cathedral amazed the 
children because of its sheer size! Going in, after 
depositing our coats in a cloakroom, our guide, 
Donna, took us down to the crypt. Here, we learnt 
many fascinating facts including being told that the 
stone mosaic floor was constructed by prisoners in 
the Victorian period and that the current building is 
at least the fourth incarnation of it. Then, it was truly 
an awe-inspiring moment as the children were taken 
into the main cathedral. Mouths dropped open as 
we gasped at the sheer size and magnificence of 
what we saw! The children were amazed by the 
beautiful mosaic artwork made from glass and gold 
tiles and loved linking the Bible stories with the 
pictures they saw on the ceilings of the domes in 

the main cathedral area and in the quire. We were 
given an opportunity to lie on the floor to truly get 
the best view of them. This inspired us to create 
our own mosaic which we did during the following 
workshop.

Of course, you cannot go to St Paul’s without 
visiting the galleries and we were no exception! 
The children tramped up many, many stairs until 
we arrived at the Stone Gallery where, despite the 
inclement weather, we could look over the roof 
tops of London. Some hardy souls then went up to 
the Golden Gallery which is even higher - many calf 
muscles suffered the day after.

Although it was a very long day, it is a day that we 
will all remember – if only for that awe and wonder 
moment!

Mrs Jones and Mrs Collison

Next month, hopefully we will be hearing about the 
adventures of the other classes, as they extend their 
learning experiences outside of the classroom. We 
will also be looking forward to events such as sports 
day, the KS2 play and enjoying being with the Year 6 
children before it is time for them to move forward 
in their learning journeys in their chosen secondary 
schools. Definitely watch this space! 

ROUND AND ABOUT OUR VILLAGES
MAYFIELD BUSINESS FORUM (MBF)

We were very grateful to Mark Wainwright from Teneo who gave up an hour of his evening on June 5th to talk 
to us over Skype on the subject of Instagram. Our thanks also go to Antonia Adair who arranged this for us.

Mark explained how all businesses could use Instagram and how it was gaining in popularity as younger 
people were turning away from Facebook. However, since Instagram is owned by Facebook, companies who 
want to advertise on social media can easily run one campaign which can show ads on both Facebook and 
Instagram. 

Following Mark’s advice on the use of tags, we would like to ask everyone who uses Instagram to tag their 
Mayfield photos (and videos) with #mayfieldsussex. This will make it easy to find photos of all sorts of Mayfield 
events, activities and businesses with one search which is a great way to promote the village and its businesses.

Our July meeting on Wednesday, 3rd will be the next quarterly High Street discussion where we will review 
activities and events so far and look at what will happen over the summer, including the Parishes in Bloom 
competition.

Roger Stone (872764) / 07776 144056 roger@rogerstoneconsultancy,com

GARDEN PARTY AND ANTIQUES FAIR 3.30 – 6.30PM 20TH JULY IN THE ROSE 
GARDEN, MAYFIELD SCHOOL, MAYFIELD

A FUND-RAISING EVENT FOR TUNBRIDGE WELLS INTERNATIONAL MUSIC COMPETITION

Join us for a fun and entertaining afternoon, with the chance to learn more about some of your treasured 
possessions or to get an idea of the value of items you may consider selling with guidance as to the best 
channels to use for this.



We are privileged that ex-Sotheby’s head of department, Michael Hore of The Chester Valuation Company 
will be joining us to offer advice on identification, value and, if requested, the best avenue for sale of small, 
portable items you may wish to bring along (a maximum of three items per person at £2 per item).

A small stall will be available for the sale of any small antique items for which you are confident of the value 
and would like to sell, so please bring them too - and perhaps consider buying some unusual birthday or 
Christmas gifts for the family! Donations from any sale to TWIMC funds will, of course, be gratefully received!

By coming to support us, you will be helping to raise the funds needed for the next Tunbridge Wells 
International Music Competition which will be held 29th April- 3rd May 2020, as part of the Mayfield Festival.

TWIMC is recognised around the world as an important event for outstanding young musicians as they 
embark upon their professional careers and has played a significant role in the careers of many celebrated 
musicians.

Tickets £10 to include afternoon tea with a glass of wine or fruit juice.

Contact :- email fundraising@twimc.org.uk tel. 07812018418

If you arrive by car, please park in the main school car park, accessed from the Tunbridge Wells Road. If there 
are any mobility problems, please contact us in advance.

www.twimc.org.uk reg. Charity no.:- 278856

MAYFIELD BAND/MAYFIELD YOUTH BAND

There’s a story told by Fred Lester, who as you may 
know was a Mayfield man born back in 1870, who 
recorded his memories of the village in his book 
“Looking Back”. He recalls a time when a quack 
would visit the village offering to cure everybody’s 
ailments, including toothache. He would be 
accompanied by a “particularly noisy brass band”, 
and when he had a patient sat down ready for a 
tooth extraction, he would signal to the band to 
play louder in order to drown out the screeches of 
pain. It is not clear whether the band referred to 
was the Mayfield Band, but if it was, I would like to 
think that we are appreciated on a different level 
these days. Having said that, in the post-Brexit 
apocalypse, when we are fighting over the last 
turnip and there are no anaesthetics left, do give 
us a call.

The fête season is now well under way, as you can 
probably tell by the onset of bad weather. Last 
Saturday was the St Dunstan’s fête, and with showers 
forecast, we attempted putting up a gazebo, but 
were beaten into submission by the gales. Is the 
gazebo possibly the most useless invention since 
the chocolate teapot? Anyway, having then been 
completely drenched by the first shower, we 
decamped to the church with the rest of the fête, 
squeezed ourselves into a corner, and proceeded 
to drown out any possibility of polite conversation. 
All good fun, and an enjoyable outing for the band. 
Thanks to our friends from Wealden Brass who in 
the great tradition of brass banding came over to 
help us out on the day.

Our next outing is at the Eridge Park fair on 30th 
June, and then the St Thomas’s fête back in the 
village on 6th July. 

MAYFIELD YOUTH BAND….ALL CHANGE

A more accurate title for the youth band would be 
training band, as this is where I first learnt to play a 
musical instrument myself as a very unyouthful forty 
something, under the baton of Jenny Pursglove. 
And now look what’s happened – I have been 
appointed as Jenny’s successor, which as well as 
being a great honour is a tremendous pleasure. I 
have inherited a well-drilled and talented bunch 
of young musicians, and I am very excited about 
what lies ahead. We had our first outing together at 
the St Dunstan’s church fête, and they made my life 
very easy by being totally brilliant. These kids are 
going places, and you should seriously think about 
going with them. Our Friday night rehearsals are 
lively affairs, and I am very keen to find more kids 
to come and join the party. And adults too; from 
experience I can tell you that there are fewer greater 
joys than learning and playing together in a band 
with your kids, and they just love the fact that they 
are generally better than you! And my experience 
also tells me that those kids whose parents do join 
in are often the ones that will stick with it and really 
go somewhere with their music. Give me a call and 
give it a go. We’ve got the instruments, so there’s 
nothing to lose and so much to gain. 

And if you don’t believe me, I listened to an 



interview with trombonist Peter Moore this week on 
Radio 3. He started out in his local brass band, from 
where he went on to win BBC Young Musician of 
the Year aged just 12, and then became principal 

trombone at the LSO at 18. Once you step through 
our door, there is no limit to what you can achieve.

Simon Rudge 872007 simon@mayfieldband.co.uk

FIVE ASHES COTTAGE HOSPICE
Hospice in the Weald’s ground-breaking new fifth Service, Cottage Hospice, is now taking shape at Five 
Ashes, East Sussex opening this autumn. The first of its kind in the UK, it will provide a unique home-from-
home environment in which family caregivers will continue to care for their loved ones at the end of life. They 
will be supported by trained volunteers day and night, facilitated by nursing staff. The delivery of care will be 
underpinned by our brand new “Informed Guide”, designed to empower those who know the patient best 
to deliver high quality care.

Volunteers will play a crucial role in the provision of this service, fulfilling a wide range of tasks while always 
being sensitive to the needs of patients and their loved ones. The Cottage Hospice is now recruiting volunteers 
for this challenging but highly rewarding work. They will need to be flexible, adaptable and willing to work 
effectively as part of a close-knit team. In particular, resilience, a ‘can do’ attitude and the ability to listen to 
and advise family caregivers as they care for and cope with the emotional and physical needs of themselves 
and the patients at this time are essential.

Volunteers should be willing to work at least one or two shifts per week, including night shifts. Full training 
will be provided prior to opening. Those interested in volunteering should contact Holly Cowen, Head of 
Cottage Hospice, on 01892 820504 or by email holly.cowen@hospiceintheweald.org.uk. 

SAFE OFF-ROAD HORSE RIDING
Permits available at less than £1.00 a week to ride in woods in Mayfield. Come and enjoy the peace away 
from cars, lorries and bikes. If you are interested to know more about the permits scheme please contact Deb 
Findlater on dmbpaddockview@gmail.com.

Happy riding – Deb

Footpaths Walk
The monthly walk along local public footpaths takes place on Sunday 28th July. Each month, on the last 
Sunday, we go to a different part of the parish for a stroll through the countryside. It’s a great way to 
discover new routes without the risk of getting lost!

We meet at 10am in South Street car park; everyone is welcome including dogs (they may be required to 
be on a lead for parts of the walk). We always aim to be back around 12.30

Deborah.dixon@hotmail.co.uk

MAYZING CONCERT
We hope you will join us for an evening of music at our concert on Saturday, 13th July in the Mayfield 
School Concert Hall starting at 7.30pm. 

Tickets are available from The Shopping Basket, Burnett’s Estate Agents, The MAYFACS office or direct 
from choir members. Tickets are £8 for adults and £4 for students and include a complimentary drink and 
programme. All profits will go towards Parkinsons UK.

We look forward to seeing you there.

ARGOS HILL WINDMILL
The windmill is open for visits on July 7th and 21st. Free entry, though donations are welcome.

The windmill looks spectacular in sunshine, and the views from the top are not to be missed.  Children love 
milling flour to take home. Guided tours with knowledgeable guides are available to make this a great family 
day out. Refreshments are available in the roundhouse.

Geoffrey Daughtrey Chair of the Argos Hill Windmill Trust.



 

Mayfield and District Branch

By the time this is published our Annual General 
Meeting will have taken place. Hopefully our new 
Committee will all be voted in and we will finally be 
set up to move ahead.

As always, we would welcome new members. 
The U3A is a co-operative movement and one of 
its guiding principles is that all members should 
participate in the group and not simply rely on 
a committee. Eric Midwinter, the U3A founder, 
has recently written about his concerns that this 
principle is being eroded. Essentially, when we sign 
up as members we are also volunteering to actively 
participate in some way. This does not mean that 
on joining you will be asked to start a new interest 
group, take over the accounts or whatever, but 
rather that you would be willing to do something 
to contribute to the group. For example, we 
always need help with stuffing envelopes, collating 
newsletters etc.. Get together with a couple of 
others and coffee (and the obligatory cake) and 
you’re not only helping the group but also making 

new friends!

We have already booked a variety of speakers for the 
next twelve months so if you are interested in The 
Palace of Westminster, Sussex Literary Landscapes, 
The Kent and Sussex Railway or would like to see an 
Old Time Music Hall performance then watch this 
space!

Next month there is no formal meeting as some 
members are going to Barnsgate Manor for 
afternoon tea. Our next meeting is on Thursday, 
September 19th at 2.00pm, when Mary Smith Jones 
will be talking about “A Schoolgirl’s War”.

For further information or to become a member, 
please contact our Chairman, Mary Brentnall 
marybrentnall@hotmail.com 872289 or our 
Secretary, Caroline Hill piecott77@hotmail.co.uk 
872238

MAYFIELD HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Summer Show – 2.30pm Saturday, 20th July 
It’s not long now until our main event of the year, the Summer Show, on Saturday, 20th July, one of the 
highlights of the Mayfield calendar. It’s been a good growing year so hopefully there’ll be a lot of entries to 
all classes!

Entries to all classes are open to both members and non-members.

Pick up an entry form from The Flowerhouse, The Shopping Basket, Truffles, The Pink Cabbage or the 
Chiropodists or go online and download a form from www.mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk. As well as the usual 
flower and vegetable classes, there are also classes for flower arranging, jam and chutney making, baking 
and crafts. Have a look to see what you could enter. 

Do encourage your children (or grandchildren) to enter a class or two, entry is free for all children’s classes. 
I’m looking forward to seeing the miniature gardens and the edible necklaces!

Also please bear in mind that the closing date for the 50-word Mini Saga is 4.00pm on 11th July, a week 
before the show. This allows time for judging. Please take all other entry forms and payment to The 
Flowerhouse or Ferndale Cottage (near the horse trough) by 4.00pm Thursday, 18th July. Each class is 30p 
to enter for adults.

Entries must be in position by 10.15am on the day and doors to the Memorial Hall open at 8.30am. 
Members of our committee will be available to help you if you are unsure what to do. As always, cups and 
awards will be presented at 4.00 pm, with delicious teas and cakes available from 2.30pm.

Coach trip to Godinton House & Gardens

There are just a couple of seats left on this outing on Wednesday, 31st July. Cost is £29 per person. Please 
contact Bridget Blow on 872829 for more details and to book.



Minibus Trip to Sussex Prairies on 4th September 
Sussex Prairies is Britain’s largest “Prairie” or “Naturalistic” garden, near Henfield in West Sussex. It 
opened in 2009 with eight acres of stunning garden to roam around. The owners designed and planted 
the garden themselves on the family farm in West Sussex. Instead of armies of servants and gardeners, 
they planted all 35,000 plants with the help of friends and family! It has a very different feel to other 
gardens and should be at its very best in September. 

Our minibus will leave Mayfield promptly at 9.00am arriving in time for coffee (they have a good café) and 
a 15-minute talk from the owners. As Sussex Prairies is not open to the public until 1.00pm, we will have 
the garden exclusively to ourselves until then. The plan is to leave the garden at about 1.00 pm, returning 
to Mayfield about 2.30pm. The cost is £15 per head, which includes the cost of the minibus and entry, 
but not lunch. A picnic lunch can be ordered (and paid for) ahead at a cost of £9.50 - or you can take your 
own! Please contact Tessa Crowe on 872726 or via email below for more details and to book.

Tessa Crowe mayfieldhorticulturalsociety@gmail.com

MAYFIELD OPEN GARDENS - NATIONAL GARDEN SCHEME (NGS)
We had a very successful weekend raising £5,378.45 for the NGS charities. An additional £636 was raised for 
Mayfield Primary School from homemade teas served at The Oast. 

Thank you to everyone who came to support us, all the volunteers, cake bakers and the musicians ‘Ensemble 
Colomb’ who played at Hoopers Farm on Saturday afternoon.

This year we had an interesting link up with South East Open Studios and some of the gardens were 
displaying amazing garden sculpture created by local artists. This provided a new inspirational dimension.

There are lots more gardens open for the NGS in the local area throughout the summer so have a look in 
the Sussex NGS booklets which are available in shops around the village and local garden centres. You can 
also visit www.ngs.org.uk or use National Garden Scheme app in order to find gardens to visit in any area 
of the country.

Sarah Ratcliffe

FIVE ASHES HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

SATURDAY 27TH JULY 2.00PM
With the “quiet” month of May over we are now into the busiest period of the year for the Society and 
with meetings and organising for the Summer Show in full swing. By now our gardens will be bursting with 
produce in readiness to be exhibited, flowers and materials for the Floral Art classes, ideas and dreams for 
the Handicraft and Craftwork classes. Choices will have to be made and recipes chosen for the Domestic 
Cookery classes. 
Teigan Peek has very kindly agreed to organise and run our Fun Dog Show at the Summer Show and we 
have agreed that entries for the eight classes will be accepted from 1.00pm.

The Show itself starts at 2.00pm and we look forward to a warm sunny day to enjoy the Show exhibits in the 
Five Ashes Hall and the sports, band, bar, games and stalls on the Playing Field.

Come and join us – you will be very welcome. Schedules and entry forms are available from Heal’s Farm 
Shop and Café, The Pink Cabbage, Five Ashes Inn, Five Ashes Village Hall and directly from myself.

Graham Playfoot 01825 830511



ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

Our Next Branch Meeting will be held at the 
Mayfield Cricket Club on Wednesday, 9th October 
starting at 7.15 pm. Licensed bar facilities will be 
available from 6.30 pm. Cliff Mewett will be giving a 
talk entitled ‘Sussex in WWII’. Cliff is the Chairman 
of the Bognor Regis Branch of the Royal Air Forces 
Association. This talk will be preceded by our AGM

We would dearly love to see new faces at this branch 
meeting, with no commitment to join up! I think you 
would enjoy the evening in convivial surroundings 
with bar and pre-ordered supper – either fish and 
chips or chicken and chips. Please telephone/email 
me or our secretary, John Neal rjneal@btinternet.
com 872113 if you are interested or would like more 
information.

The following Branch Meeting – Wednesday, 
20th November. A meeting with a difference. This 
meeting will be held in the Mayfield Memorial Hall. 
We will be entertained by Miss V and the Beamers, 
a singing trio with a wide repertoire including songs 
from the 50s and 60s. You may have seen them 
before! They last performed in Mayfield late 2016 
as part of their non-stop 14-day charity tour in and 
around Sussex villages, successfully raising a not 
insignificant sum for a local hospice. 

The 2018 Poppy Appeal Exceeds £50m - 
Congratulations To Everyone Involved 

Recently the Director of Fundraising Claire Rowcliffe 
reported that the overall total for the 2018 Poppy 
Appeal has exceeded a whopping £50m!

Of course, this will continue to rise over the coming 
months which is even better but passing this 
landmark is worthy of celebrating! 

The local Poppy Appeal Figures as at Monday, 10th 
June 2019 are as follows: 

East Sussex:  £651,648.78 

West Sussex:  £910,794.13 

Total:   £1,562,442.91 

National Total:  £50,355,718.11 

This fantastic amount is the current total raised in 
Sussex during the Poppy Appeal year 2018/2019 

and we still have a few months to go!

Many thanks to all our branch members and 
volunteers for all your hard work in contributing to 
this result. Your efforts really do make a difference 
to the lives of our ex-service personnel and their 
families.

D-Day Invasion 75th Anniversary Commemorations 
- The Allied invasion of Normandy, 75 years ago, was 
the biggest land, air and naval operation in history. 
It led to the liberation of Europe from Nazi control 
and was the galvanising moment of the age, but it 
came at a cost that is almost unimaginable: at least 
2,700 British soldiers, sailors and airmen lost their 
lives in the first 24 hours.

The numerous events to mark this occasion were 
covered in great depth and very well by most 
media. The BBC coverage was particularly good.

British Prime Minister Theresa May and French 
President Emmanuel Macron on Thursday, 6th June 
launched the construction of a new British Memorial 
in Normandy in tribute to the thousands of British 
soldiers who died in the invasion on June 6th,1944.

Jim Radford was only 15 when he served as a ship’s 
galley boy on June 6th, 1944, making him the 
youngest known D-Day veteran. On that fateful 
day, he helped build the Mulberry harbour at Gold 
Beach, which allowed the British Royal Navy to get 
personnel, vehicles and supplies onto the beaches 
of France.

Seventy-five years later, Radford, who has always 
been into music -- folk songs in particular -- has 
released a new version of a poignant ballad 
he wrote in 1969 to honour those who died in 
Normandy entitled ‘The Shores of Normandy’. 
You may remember Jim Radford’s performance of 
this song at the Royal British Legion’s Festival of 
Remembrance in 2014 at the Royal Albert Hall in 
London.

Profits from the song sales will support the British 
Normandy Memorial Trust Fund mentioned above.

Kevin Swaine 872197 / 07970 787465 kevinswaine@
btinternet.com



MAYFIELD LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

Summer outing – Thursday, July 4th.
Our summer outing has been arranged to Ightham Mote. for Thursday, July 4th, an appropriate date given 
that the Mote was rescued from decay by an American, Mr Robinson. The visit will include a tour, when the 
latest work and discoveries will be described. 

Tickets can be obtained from John Buddle. The price of tickets for members of the National Trust (NT) will 
be £25.00, to include the costs of the coach and the tour. For those who are not members of the National 
Trust, the cost will be £38.00. The coach will be a 19-seater and already is filling up. Do not delay if you wish 
to join us.

Lynns coach will leave Mayfield at 08:45 hrs in order to reach Ightham Mote by 10:15, the time required by NT 
to start the tour. There is a good restaurant and we shall leave for Mayfield at about 15:30 hrs.

Brian O’Connor, Chair – 873477; Rob Foster, Secretary – 873215; John Buddle, Treasurer – 872229

MAYFIELD EVENING WI

It was another busy month for the Mayfield Evening 
WI as the meeting on Tuesday, 11th June showed.

Firstly, our link delegate Mrs. Joan Padfield, 
from Mark Cross, gave us a report on the NFWI 
Annual Meeting in Bournemouth where both the 
resolutions we discussed last month were passed.

Jane Urquhart gave an account of our entry into the 
County Centenary Quiz. Four of our members, Jane 
Urquhart, Claire Montagu, Tania Eccleshall and 
Margaret Rae were named “The Mayfield Maidens” 
and took part in the heats run by the Uckfield WI. 
We ended up coming 2nd . We didn’t get through 
to the finals but were pleased with our results.

Jacqueline Horwood told members about the 
County Golf Tournament held recently at Dewlands 
Manor with more than 30 entrants together with 
Patti Ephgrave and Claire Montagu representing 
Mayfield WI. She said they admirably completed 
the 18 holes in this competition. No prizes for them 
but an enjoyable occasion!

Our speaker for the evening, Ros Black, gave an 
interesting and absorbing talk entitled “Scandal, 
Salvation and Suffrage.” ‘The amazing women of 
the Temperance Movement.’ She showed slides of 
the women who raised money to help the cause of 
temperance and all the hard work they did. Signing 
the pledge was one of the ways they worked and 
the 4 Pillars of Temperance – Scripture, Reason, 
Science and Experience. They also provided places 

for them to stay which were alcohol free.

The four craft items our members had sent to the 
South of England Show were on show. Two of them 
were Highly Commended. They all looked really 
lovely and well-made and showed the hard work 
that had been put into them.

Four members received tickets in the draw for 
The Musical Afternoon Tea at St. Bede’s school on 
13thJune. Berenice Blurton, Lorraine Chapman, Liz 
Lincoln and Jacqueline Horwood were the lucky 
four.

Would you like to go walking with or without a dog? 
Kathryn Lowe is willing to arrange a walking group if 
anyone is interested just get in touch with Kathryn.

Our next meeting is the Summer Garden Party on 
Tuesday, 9th July at Deb Findlater’s house. Names 
were taken of people wanting to go. If you weren’t 
at this meeting and want to go please phone 
Berenice Blurton on 872039 so she knows numbers. 
Arrival time 6.30pm. onwards. Please bring a plate 
of food, salad, savoury or sweet.

After the refreshments and raffle President Claire 
Montagu thanked Marise Wirth and Fiona Mason 
for the refreshments, Carole Rhodes and Deb 
Findlater for the raffle, Janet Crossley for the flowers 
and Jacqueline Suckling for thanks to the Speaker.

Margaret Rae

ANIMAL WELFARE SUNDAY AND INTERNATIONAL ANIMAL RESCUE

Animal Welfare Sunday is on 6th October and St Dunstan’s is organising a Sponsored Dog Walk followed by 
a short Thanksgiving Service. There will be more details to follow but please save the date. The event aims to 
raise money for International Animal Rescue, the wonderful Uckfield based charity. 



International Animal Rescue not only save animals from suffering, they also rehabilitate and release them 
back into the wild and work to protect their precious natural habitats. Their work includes cutting free and 
caring for captive bears in India and Armenia, rescuing and rehabilitating orangutans and other primates in 
Indonesia and treating injured and orphaned howler monkeys in Costa Rica. Their aim is to return animals to 
their natural environment wherever possible, but they also provide a permanent home for those that can no 
longer fend for themselves.

As human populations expand, wildlife comes under increasing threat. By rescuing individual animals 
belonging to species like the orangutan and reintroducing them into protected areas in the wild, their work 
also plays a role in the conservation of the species as a whole.

International Animal Rescue’s vision is a world where humans and animals coexist in sustainable ecosystems. 
Their mission is to build awareness and implement effective systems such that habitats and animals are 
protected

To learn more about their amazing work, please visit: www.internationalanimalrescue.org 

We do hope you can join us at St Dunstan’s on 6th October for the Sponsored Walk and Thanksgiving Service.

Trish Lawson - 01825 830656 trishlawson1@gmail.com

MAYFIELD & FIVE ASHES PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS – JUNE 2019
NEW COUNCILLOR

At our meeting on 10th June Richard Tupper was co-opted as Councillor to represent Mayfield Ward. Two 
candidates applied to be considered to represent Mayfield Ward and it was a difficult choice. Richard is 
a senior manager with a long and wide range of experience within the Financial Services and Investment 
Banking. Living in Mayfield has made him realise the importance of respecting and taking care of our Parish. 
Welcome on-board Councillor Tupper!

COUNCILLOR VACANCIES

At the time of writing this article there had been no applicants to fill the two vacancies on the Parish Council 
to represent the ward of Five Ashes. If you would like to be considered for co-option please send your CV 
and a letter outlining why you would be a valued member of the Council. To be eligible to apply for co-option 
you must:

• be a UK or commonwealth citizen, or a citizen of the Republic of Ireland, or be a citizen of another Member 
state of the European Union (yes, this still will apply)

• be a least 18 years old.

• be an elector of the parish, or;

• for the whole of the previous 12 months have occupied (as owner or tenant) land or other premises in the 
parish, or;

• during the previous 12 months have worked in the parish (as your principal or only place of work), or;

• for the whole of the previous 12 months lived in the parish or within three miles of the parish boundary.

You do not have to be connected to a political party.

KEYS FOUND

A set of keys have been handed into the Parish Council office. If you have lost your door keys please do come 
along to determine whether they are yours.

PLEASE HELP US AND RESPECT THE CHILDREN’S PLAY AREA

This is a very unpleasant matter to have to write about. Unfortunately, human excrement has been found for 
three weeks in a row near the new den in the Mayfield children’s play area and a nappy has also been left 
there. It seems to have occurred on Fridays. Although it has nothing to do with the Pre-School, they thankfully 



cleared it up which we are extremely appreciative of. Obviously, the play area cannot be constantly policed 
so please do be extra vigilant if you are in there taking care of little ones and it would be prudent to check 
around the den before they are allowed to play there. If you know anything about the incidents or have seen 
anything please do let us know to enable us to report this very antisocial and unhygienic behaviour.

WAR MEMORIAL GARDENER

The War Memorial flowerbeds have been planted up by volunteers in preparation for the Parishes in Bloom 
judging and they are looking very bright and cheery despite the heavy rainfall. We would be interested in 
hearing from anyone who would like to volunteer to help to maintain the War Memorial flowerbeds on a 
regular basis on behalf of the community. Please contact the Parish Council office to discuss this further.

£2.4 MILLION WATER MAIN PROJECT PROGRESS

South East Water has informed that work is ahead of schedule both in the private land and highway sections 
of their route to install a new water main. The work in old Tunbridge Wells Road was completed and the road 
re-opened on 13th June. The next part of the project is to move to the High Cross Road section under a road 
closure from 21st June.

Meanwhile, they will be laying a new section of pipe across Bassetts Lane and another new section with a 
road closure in force at Little Trodgers Lane from 24th June. They are also seeking consent from East Sussex 
Highways to install technical equipment in the ground at the Bicycle Arms Road / Argos Hill junction from 
26th June to 9th July under three-way traffic light control. This equipment is necessary for the operation of 
the new pipeline once completed.

FLY TIPPING PREVENTION CAMPAIGN

Wealden’s Street Scene Team have a new fly tipping prevention campaign to raise awareness on the 
householder’s duty of care when disposing of waste. They hope it will help to prevent fly tipping at source.

• Always ensure that a waste carrier removing rubbish from your home is properly registered.

• Don’t fall foul of the law and pick up a criminal record. It’s your responsibility to legally dispose of your 
rubbish.

• DO check a waste carrier is registered. DO retain a receipt or record of their details. DON’T use cold callers.

• Check here to keep your #Wealden countryside free of fly tipping: http://ow.ly/1z4250ur9X1

CONSULTATION ON MEALS IN THE COMMUNITY SUBSIDY

East Sussex County Council is consulting residents about a proposal to stop paying a subsidy towards its 
Meals in the Community Service. Meals services enable people to have hot, chilled or frozen meals delivered 
to their home on a daily or weekly basis. At the moment, the subsidy is £4.10 per meal and it is not means 
tested. The full cost of a meal is between £4 and £8. It will continue to deliver the service but at a full cost to 
users if they wish to carry on receiving them. The move is part of plans to save £730,000 on Adult Social Care 
next year. To take part:

• Fill in the online survey at https://consultation.eastsussex.gov.uk/adult-social-care/mealsubsidy/
consultation/intro/

• Email your feedback: consultationASC@eastsussex.gov.uk

• Post us your feedback: ASC Meals Subsidy Consultation, North A Floor, County Hall, St Anne’s Crescent, 
Lewes, BN7 1UE

If you need information in another format or you need help to take part please contact the Community 
Relations Team 01273 481 242 (9am-12pm Mon-Thurs). The consultation closed on 06 August 2019.

HMRC ALERT

Please be careful with any automated phone calls purporting to be from Her Majesty’s Revenue & Customs 
(HMRC). I have had three such calls myself within two days

• Fraudsters are spoofing genuine HMRC telephone numbers to deceive their victims over the phone. They 



state that as a result of the victim’s non-payment of tax or other duty, they are liable for prosecution or other 
legal proceedings to settle the balance. They suggest this can be avoided by arranging payment to be made 
immediately by bank transfer or by purchasing iTunes gift cards.

• If the victim is hesitant or refuses to comply, the suspect makes a threat such as immediate arrest, sending 
bailiffs to their address or, in some cases, deportation.

• Often, the period for which the tax is allegedly due is distant enough to guarantee the victim will have little, 
if any, paperwork or ability to verify the claims. Once the money is paid the suspects sever all contact with 
the victim.

• In genuine cases, HMRC will initially make direct contact with you via post/letter and potentially follow up 
that letter with a phone call at a later date.

• If HMRC contacts you via telephone they will quote the reference number on the initial letter you should 
have received. HMRC will not discuss something you are not already aware of, like a tax investigation, and 
will NOT demand immediate payment.

PARISH COUNCIL GRANTS:

Please note that the application deadline for Parish Council grants each year is 30th September for the 
following financial year. Information on how to apply and the application form can be found in the “Key 
Documents / Finance” section on the Parish Council website at https://mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk/ 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS THIS MONTH:

Meeting    Date    Time  Venue

Planning Committee   Monday 01 July  09:30  Parish Council Office

Full Parish Council   Monday 08 July  19:30  Mayfield Memorial Hall

Planning Committee   Monday 22 July  09:30  Parish Council Office

Community Safety & Traffic  Monday 22 July  19:30  Parish Council Office

Minutes of meetings and other documentation is available for viewing online at: www.mayfieldfiveashes.org.
uk and at the Parish Council Office.

Janna Todd
Parish Clerk to Mayfield and Five Ashes Parish Council 
The Old Manor House, High Street, Mayfield TN20 6AL 
Telephone 01435 873784 

E-mail: clerk@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk 

  MAYFACS (MAYFIELD & FIVE ASHES COMMUNITY SERVICES)

Office Opening Times

As the school summer holidays are rapidly 
approaching, there will be some changes to when 
the office is open.

Mondays and Tuesdays open except Tuesday, 30th

Wednesdays - mornings only - open 3,10,17, 24 July

A Christmas Card Competition

OK, we don’t want to talk about this yet, we know, 
but given the weather we were having at the time 
of writing this, we came up with this idea!

Do you have a great photo of Mayfield or Five 
Ashes in winter, that we could use for our MAYFACS 
Christmas card? If so, please send your photos to 
freya@mayfacs.org.uk and we can choose the best 
ones to use. The deadline for this will be 31st July 
2019.

Summer Holidays Treasure Hunt and Picnic 
Tuesday, August 13th

Calling all you young detectives! Come along with 
your mum, dad, grannie, grandpa or whoever is 
looking after you in the holidays and take part in 
our treasure hunt starting from 10.30am from the 
MAYFACS Office. The treasure hunt is suited to any 



age, from preschool to young teens. The clues will 
be appropriate to the ages of the children.

Picnics can be left in the office and after the hunt 
there will be other activities on offer on Court 
Meadow. All the adults can join in too!

Hope to see you there.

Yarners

This group will continue throughout the summer. 
Every Monday (except bank holidays) from 2pm in 
the MAYFACS office. Come and join us for a cuppa, 
chat and the occasional knitting/sewing!

Five Ashes Tea & Chat

This will continue through August 

Zumba Gold

Thursdays, every week from 9.30-10.15am in the 
Memorial Hall. Cost £5. You can go at your own pace 
and not only is it good exercise, it’s great music and 
you’ll have a good laugh at the same time!

MAYFACS Extension

We are still raising money for the extension, so if 
you would like to donate towards our pledge a 
plank appeal, we would be very grateful.

Men’s Club

An update on the Men’s Club. Two meetings to 
gauge interest have been held with enough men 
to make it viable to proceed with the idea. At the 
time of writing we are just negotiating a lease with 
the Bowls Club and awaiting the result of the grant 
application we submitted. In the meantime, some 
willing volunteers are assisting with the upkeep of 
the grounds.

Outings 

Tuesday, 30th July – Great Dixter Gardens

Cost £17 to include entry to the garden only.

Monday, 19th August – Rye, £6 for cost of travel

Payment has to be in advance for both of these trips. 
Forms are available from us in the office or from 

The Shopping Basket. Please complete them and 
enclose payment in an envelope for our attention.

Printing, Photocopying, Scanning, Laminating 
Services

Please call and see us if you want to make use of 
one of these services. We can do a maximum of A3 
size. If you put the document into PDF format, on a 
memory stick, we can print it from that or photocopy 
from a hard copy. Basic prices are 5p per A4 mono 
and 10p per A4 colour for copying. Come and see 
us to find out more.

Community Cars

This is a fantastic community-run service that 
provides drivers to take you to any medical 
appointment if you are unable to drive there 
yourself. We always need drivers but we also 
would like to introduce ourselves to those in the 
community that don’t know about us. Anyone in 
the villages of Five Ashes and Mayfield are able to 
use this service and of any age. Please if you need 
a driver call the answerphone on 873888 and give 
details of your requirements and someone will call 
you back.

Easyfundraising 

For those things that you can’t get in the village 
and you need to online shop for, please go through 
our easyfundraising site and earn extra pennies for 
us as a charity. It doesn’t cost you anything! www.
easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/mayfacs/

Contact Details – Shirley Holland, Alex Firrell or 
Freya Huxtable

Most Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays – 
mornings only – next to the Memorial Hall (look for 
the sign outside)

Telephone: Shirley 07908 516 875 or Freya 07389 
050605

www.mayfacs.org.uk

Emails: manager@mayfacs.org.uk , alexandra@
mayfacs.org.uk, freya@mayfacs.org.uk

If you prefer to write, please leave a letter at The 
Shopping Basket

UP AND DOWN THE HIGH STREET
MONTY & WARD

Monty and Ward invite any local makers and designers interested in selling in the shop to get in touch - 
pop in the shop, or email info@montyandward.com with a brief description of what they do.

Kate Wilson

THE PINK CABBAGE

Supper Club dates 2019

12th July - Cornish Seaside

26th July  - Veritable Vegetable Feast



OPEN FORUM
VENTING MY SPLEEN

Friday, 7th June. I am happy and looking forward to my annual Greek island holiday starting next week. I 
need some cash for the weekend so around midday I went up to the village to get it from the Post Office. 
I parked my car in the half-empty South Street car park and walked up the twitten to the High Street which 
was completely full of cars including in the bus stop and on the double yellow lines. Most of the cars I know 
from experience have been there since 8am and will remain there until the shops close. Two-hour parking!?

I got my cash and walked to the step just short of the chemist to cross over. Car some distance away. Safe to 
cross. I tripped on the step and pitched into the road with considerable force. My thoughts were that if this 
car hits me I am another fatality to add to the list! The car was able to stop and I was able to make my way 
home. 

After I had been home a short while I became very unwell and passed out. Fortunately my wife, a former 
nurse, was being visited by another former nurse and they called an ambulance. Two ambulances and an 
ambulance car arrived. Five ambulance men and women. No praise too great for these people. I went into 
Pembury Hospital where they did their checks and sent me home at 2am. £55 for the taxi. The hospital 
insisted that as the MRI scanner was not operational I visit my doctor Monday morning to check out some 
results that they sent through. This I did and went home and after a period of time I once again became 
very unwell which meant another ambulance ride to Pembury. This time the scanner was operational and the 
doctors found I had ruptured my spleen. This meant an operation and an extended stay in various parts of 
the hospital. I came home on Friday, 21st June two weeks after I fell up the steps in the High Street. 

Conclusions:- handrails may well have prevented my fall and could well prevent the next fatality! Mayfield 
has to address the parking situation in the High Street. Care from our National Health Service is brilliant. We 
should be very thankful. 

Grumpy 83-year-old resident.

Name and address supplied

A RESPONSE FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL

“A resident did attend the Community Development meeting and we  expressed our sorrow that this had 
happened. We are looking into the problem and what we might do to try and prevent any further incidents 
in that area of the High Street”.

Note from the Editors:- We were saddened to hear about this resident’s accident. Whilst the handrails 
remain missing can we urge everyone to cross at the western end of the High Street where there are no steps 
ie opposite where the NatWest Bank used to be.

CROWBOROUGH HOSPITAL
I would like to take this opportunity to thank publicly Crowborough Hospital for the wonderful care and 
attention I received when I was an inpatient for several weeks recently. All the staff were so very supportive, 
caring and friendly. Indeed, at times it felt like I was in a four-star hotel rather than an hospital! We are lucky 
indeed to have such an excellent hospital as our local community hospital.

Fred Haslegrave

A FEW MISCELLANEOUS AND RELEVANT OBSERVATIONS

On 20th May the Annual Parish Assembly was 
convened in the Memorial Hall. The official minutes 
record the presence of 20 members of the public. 
Yes, it states Twenty. Even that figure, in my 

counting represents a mildly inflated total. What a 
pity that so few did attend because as you can all 
read for yourselves via various avenues of perusal, 
it was an interesting meeting and raised a number 



of human issues which affect most people one way 
or another in their lifestyles within our communities. 
It is a well written record of that event and I would 
recommend others to look at it. Due to unavoidable 
circumstances the Newsletter representatives 
were unable to attend the meeting, but the 
monthly publication is always eagerly anticipated 
and considered to be an everlasting element of 
village life by many people. Hence its viability and 
development constitute a topic which requires 
helpful and realistic scrutiny by the relevant parties, 
namely the general public, the Parish Council and 
the hardworking volunteers who create the monthly 
issues. The Parish Assembly is one such event where 
those constituents would normally be available in 
the same place at the same time. Let us hope for 
similar opportunities in the not too distant future. 

At the same meeting the Parish Council accepted 
that information should be sought from the relevant 
mobile telephone operators to determine their 
intentions concerning the Planning Permission 
granted for a mobile tower at the junction of 
Little Trodgers Lane and the Tunbridge Wells 
road. It is probably superfluous to add that no 
information about the rumoured acquisition of the 
land earmarked for potential mast construction by 
a group of people of unknown identity has been 
forthcoming following my request in this publication 
at the turn of the year for any such information to 
be made known publicly. In the meantime, the 
fact is that Mayfield village is in the equivalent of 
the dark ages for mobile connectivity which, if not 
improved considerably,(excusing the pun), could 
lead to potential buyers for residential or business 
purposes, being turned off! 

The laying of the new water main service between 
Coggins Mill pump house and the nether regions 
of Rotherfield has obviously created new routing 
for most vehicle drivers in the central community 

of Mayfield. By and large the work has progressed 
extremely well, (presuming the assumption that 
the road surfaces will not be re-excavated within a 
few months to rectify potential faults and/or leaks) 
and I am informed that their work is ahead of the 
planned schedule. Without doubt the workforce 
has been at pains to ensure that those few of us 
whose dwellings have become like barricaded 
fortress style dwellings in the past two months 
have been given every assistance to maintain 
our freedom of movement. Notwithstanding the 
myriad of notices warning drivers of closed entries 
and other restrictions there was that hardy handful 
who persevered to manoeuvre around barriers and 
the like to no avail. 

It was heartening to see the June issue of the 
Newsletter being free of obituary related notices 
and/or comment in the Open Forum section and 
I hope that I am not tempting fate by my following 
observations! Obviously, the memory for those 
bereaved wishing both to remember and pay 
tribute to the deceased is of the highest importance 
to those personally involved. Unfortunately, the 
essence of the Open Forum section is that it should 
be open and inviting to contributions which are 
argumentative, challenging, politely combative 
and questioning of certain aspects of our lifestyles 
hereabouts. I do not think that sits comfortably 
with what I believe should be the solemnity and 
commiseration which are the hallmarks of death 
announcements. Would it not be possible to create 
a memorial page for that purpose alone?

Peter Deller

Note from the editors:- We always welcome 
constructive criticism! Thank you Peter.



A MISCELLANY FROM MAYFIELD PRIMARY CHILDREN
Chocolate Fudge Cake Recipe by Ben Glasson

Ingredients
4 oz butter

10 oz sugar

2 beaten eggs

6 oz self-raising flour

2 oz cocoa powder

Pinch of salt

1 tablespoon of milk

Two 9-inch sandwich tins

Method
Set oven temperature to 350F or Gas mark 4.

Melt butter and add to sugar in a mixing bowl. Mix well.

Beat in eggs, add flour, cocoa, salt and milk.

Add vanilla essence and mix well.

Pour mixture into tins.

Cook for 20 minutes.

Dust with icing sugar.

Enjoy your cake!

Ginger Dessert Cake by Thomas Glasson

Ingredients
6 oz margarine

5oz soft brown sugar

3 eggs

6 oz self-raising flour

3 rounded teaspoons of ground ginger

Whipped cream

Chocolate glace icing

2 x 8-inch sandwich tins

Method
Heat oven to 350F or gas mark 4

Cream fat and sugar.

Add eggs and beat well.

Fold in flour and ginger.

Divide into tins and bake for 25 minutes.

When cool, sandwich with sweetened whipped cream.

Cover with chocolate icing.

Decorate with slices of crystalised ginger.



 TWO WORD SEARCHES

Some School Values by Jack Creighton

Living Things Wordsearch by Louis Delstanche

D Q U G U M N B G V F B F 
A F B I D B N N Y B N H H 
E L E P H A N T L K C U D 
B H S F R F L I F V G H O 
X R H C G I I G N T A O G 
F C E D C S O E O I A V P 
D F E T A H N R G S L U G 
A S P F T X O E A N T D I 
W B I R D O D B R A B B R 
S W A S A B E E D I O L A 
V W B V F A T W G L O A F 
A G C E S R O H K O M L F 
B Y H K M C N K J U H N E 

 
 

LION   DOG 
BIRD   BEE 
COW   SLUG 
DUCK   PIG 
FISH   SNAIL 
WARTHOG  GIRAFFE 
GOAT   HORSE 
CRAB   CAT 
OTTER   DRAGONFLY 
SHEEP 
TIGER 
ELEPHANT 

 
P H E P Q Y K C M X K G 

 W E R E T N Z J W S M E 
H C R E S P E C T A B N 
E B E S B C X J M Y Z E 
N E V R E B M H Q S A R 
I T E C I V S N M V Q O 
J T R X Y Y E K I Z X S 
D R E D N R K R Q T I I 
M K N S B G I N A D S T 
V B C K X I N G S N S Y 
E S E U G V Y O F B C J 
T U T I W I S D O M K E 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Perseverance 
Respect 
Reverence 
Wisdom 
Generosity 
God  



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY - JULY 2019 ONWARDS
JULY

Monday 1  The Yarners    Mayfacs office   2 – 3.30pm

Monday 1  Yoga – Intermediate   Scout & Guide Hall  6.45-8.15pm

Tuesday 2  Yoga – Beginners   Scout & Guide Hall  10-11.30am

Tuesday 2  Yoga – Chair-based   Scout & Guide Hall  12 - 1pm

Tuesday 2  TAC outing to King John’s      TBA

   Nursery, Etchingham

Wednesday 3  Yoga – Beginners   Scout & Guide Hall  10-11.30am

Wednesday3  Mayfield Business Forum:  Rose & Crown   6pm

   Quarterly meeting

Thursday 4  MLHS summer outing to  Coach leaves at  8.45am

   Ightham Mote

Thursday 4  umba Gold    Memorial Hall   9.30-10.15

Saturday 6   St. Thomas Summer Fayre  Convent Garden      
   Mayfield School  T BA

Monday 8  The Yarners    Mayfacs office   2 – 3.30pm

Monday 8  Yoga – Intermediate   Scout & Guide Hall  6.45-8.15pm

Monday 8  Full Parish Council meeting  Memorial Hall   7.30pm

Tuesday 9  Yoga – Beginners   Scout & Guide Hall  10-11.30am

Tuesday 9  Yoga – Chair-based   Scout & Guide Hall  12 - 1pm

Tuesday 9  Mayfield Evening W.I. – Summer Deb Findlater’s house  6.30pm

   Garden Party

Wednesday 10  Yoga – Beginners   Scout & Guide Hall  10-11.30am

Wednesday 10  Mayfacs Tea & Chat          Five Ashes Hall  2.30 – 4pm

Thursday 11  Zumba Gold    Memorial Hall   9.30-10.15

Friday 12  ‘Bingo Night’ fundraiser for Mayfield Scout & Guide Hall  7.30pm

   Bonfire Boyes & Belles

Saturday 13  MayZing concert   Mayfield School  7.30pm

Sunday  14  ‘Café Church’    Colkins Mill Church  4pm

Monday 15  The Yarners    Mayfacs office   2 – 3.30pm

Monday 15  Yoga – Intermediate   Scout & Guide Hall  6.45-8.15pm

Tuesday 16  Yoga – Beginners   Scout & Guide Hall  10-11.30am

Tuesday 16  Yoga – Chair-based   Scout & Guide Hall  12 - 1pm

Wednesday 17  Yoga – Beginners   Scout & Guide Hall  10-11.30am

Thursday 18  Zumba Gold    Memorial Hall   9.30-10.15



Thursday 18  U3A General Meeting   Barnsgate Manor  TBA

Saturday 20  Garden Party & Antiques Fair in aid of

   Mayfield School       3.30-6.30pm

   Tun Wells Int’l Music Competition

Saturday 20  Mayfield Horticultural Society: Memorial Hall   2.30pm

   Summer Show

Monday 22  The Yarners    Mayfacs office   2 – 3.30pm

Monday 22  Yoga – Intermediate   Scout & Guide Hall  6.45-8.15pm

Tuesday 23  Yoga – Beginners   Scout & Guide Hall  10-11.30am

Tuesday 23  Yoga – Chair-based   Scout & Guide Hall  12 - 1pm

Wednesday 24  Yoga – Beginners   Scout & Guide Hall  10-11.30am

Wednesday 24  Mayfacs Tea & Chat          Five Ashes Hall  2.30 – 4pm

Thursday 25  Mayfacs poetry morning  Coach House Cottage 11-12.30

Thursday 25  Zumba Gold    Memorial Hall   9.30-10.15

Saturday 27  Five Ashes Horticultural Society Five Ashes Hall  2pm

   Summer Show

Sunday  28  Monthly footpaths walk (2-3 hrs) South St car park  10.00am

Monday 29  Yoga – Intermediate   Scout & Guide Hall  6.45-8.15pm

Tuesday 30  Mayfacs trip to Great Dixter Garden     TBA

Wednesday 31  MHS coach outing to Godinton House     TBA

   & gardens, Ashford, Kent

AUGUST
Monday 5  The Yarners    Mayfacs office   2 – 3.30pm

Monday 5  Yoga – Intermediate   Scout & Guide Hall  6.45-8.15pm

Wednesday 7  Mayfield Business Forum:  Rose & Crown   6pm

   Informal networking

Monday 12  The Yarners    Mayfacs office   2 – 3.30pm

Monday 12  Yoga – Intermediate   Scout & Guide Hall  6.45-8.15pm

Tuesday 13  Mayfacs Treasure Hunt   Court Meadow 10.30am

Wednesday 14  Mayfacs Tea & Chat          Five Ashes Hall  2.30 – 4pm

Friday 16 & 17  Mayfield’s Got Talent!   Memorial Hall   7.30pm

Monday 19  Yoga – Intermediate   Scout & Guide Hall  6.45-8.15pm

Monday 19  Mayfacs trip to Rye

Wednesday 28  Mayfacs Tea & Chat          Five Ashes Hall  2.30 – 4pm



SEPTEMBER
Wednesday 4  MHS minibus trip to Sussex  Bus leaves Mayfield  9.00am   
   Prairies garden in Henfield W. Sussex 

Thursday 19  U3A meeting: talk, ‘A Schoolgirl’s War’ Memorial Hall  2pm

Saturday 21  Mayfield Bonfire Society:      TBA 

   “Carnival Day”

OCTOBER
Sunday  6  Animal Welfare Sunday: Sponsored  St Dunstan’s   TBA 

   Dog walk & thanksgiving service

Wednesday 9  Royal British Legion: branch meeting Mayfield Cricket Club  7.15pm 

 

EDITORS’ QUIZ

1. Originally who would have received an accolade? 

2. Used in sport what is an Acme Thunderer?  

3. What is number one in the periodic table?  

4. Who won the 2019 Eurovision song contest?  

5. What is the name of Phoebe’s twin sister in Friends? 

6. In the shipping forecast which area follows Rockall? 

7. Who was the original presenter of University Challenge? 

8. What are the three days before Ash Wednesday called? 

9. What was the name of Don Quixote’s squire?  

10. What is the main ingredient of guacamole? 

11. Which star of the Carry On films was born Solomon Cohen? 

12. On which beach did the Canadian forces land on D Day? 

13. Who is the first billionaire rapper?   

14. In which BBC sitcom did Robert Lindsay star as “Wolfie”  

15. Who was the Roman goddess of the hunt, the moon and nature? 

Answers below:

1.A person who was being knighted, 2. A referee’s whistle; 3.Hydrogen; 4. Duncan Laurence; 5. Ursula; 6. 
Malin; 7.Bamber Gascoigne; 8. Shrovetide; 9. Sancho Panza; 10. Avocado; 11. Sid James; 12. Juno; 13. Jay-Z; 
14.Citizen Smith: 15.Diana



 

The Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service

MAYFIELD AND FIVE ASHES 
COMMUNITY CAR SERVICE

DO YOU NEED 

Transport to Hospitals, Doctors, Dentists or 
any other medical appointments?

(to qualify you must live within the parish 
boundary of

Mayfield and Five Ashes)

To obtain further information and details of 
mileage costs, etc. please contact:

Mayfield (01435) 873888
This is a Monday to Friday answerphone 

service. 
Please leave a message including a contact 

telephone number and someone will get back 
to you within 24 hours.

   

ADVERTISING COPY

Email the Advertising Secretary for an 
application form for an advertisement 

template - PDF Adverts required by 15th of 
the month.

mfanadvertising@outlook.com

Payment must be made in advance by BACS 
by the 15th of the proceeding publication

Minimum advert size is 1/4

Advertising Rates (1/4 page):

No. Months: 1 3 6 12
  £10 £20 £40 £75
 

Please get in contact for larger advert prices 

We are advertising Retained Firefighter vacan-
cies at Mayfield Fire Station.

Ordinary People can do Extraordinary things.

We are looking for men and women who want to 
do something extraordinary to help protect our 

local community.

Applicants must be able to respond to the station 
within five minutes of being alerted to an inci-
dent and will be paid an hourly rate for all Fire 

Service Duties.

For further information visit:
www.eastsussexretained.co.uk

Or call 01323 462349 for an application pack or 
visit Mayfield Fire Station any Monday evening at 

7.00pm



   
Professional Curtain Maker 

(28 Years Experience) 

Also :

* Blinds, Cushions etc

* Tracks and Poles Supplied and Fitted

* Discount on Major Fabric Brands

* Private Tuition Available 

Kate Raven 
(01435) 872727 and 07967828389 

blackraven1951@gmail.com



   



   



   



JOHN WILLIAMS
ELECTRICIAN

For all your electrical work

Extra Power or Lighting Points, 

Mayfield - Horam - Heathfield Areas

NO CALL OUT CHARGE

Low Rates.  Friendly Service.

Tel: 01435 810049



   



   

Horam Home Kitchen offers a wide range of 
bespoke catering services to customers in Horam, 
Heathfield & surrounding areas, including:

• Canapés, cold/hot buffets, afternoon teas 
(vintage crockery available).

• Lunch/dinner parties & themed nights (tapas, 
Middle Eastern, Asian cuisines, etc.)

• Rustic cakes and bakes - naked or butter-
cream wedding & celebration cakes/cupcakes.

• Cookery demonstrations and lessons, bake off 
parties, cake decorating parties.

All services are bespoke to suit your occasion & 
budget, so get in touch to discuss your

 requirements.

Contact Janette Goss - 07580 266979 or 
01435 812602 

Email - gossjanette@gmail.com www.horam-
homekitchen.com or Facebook https://www.

facebook.com/HoramHomeKitchen/

   



   



   

Self-catering accommodation 

Walking distance from historic village 
of Mayfield

Cosy converted barn with lovely views

More details at:

www.hoopersfarmcottage.co.uk
e-mail: 

info@hoopersfarmcottage.co.uk

Tel:  01435 873310
       07721009549



   

Traditional Squirrel, 
Mice, Mole and 
Rabbit Catcher

(No Poisons Used)

I use traditional methods only

PETER KING
Mobile 07432 813614

Email: pkingmoles@outlook.com



   

 
VALUATION EXPERTS

Recommended by Leading Insurance 
Companies

Jewellery, Silver, Paintings, Clocks, Furniture 
Selected Items or Comprehensive Home 

Contents Valuations

• 

More Than 40 Years’ Experience 
A Nationwide Company on Your Doorstop

• 

Total Confidentiality Assured
For Further Information

Please Call Michael or Jeanette Hore

01435 872975  - www.chestervaluation.co.uk

THE CHESTER VALUATION COMPANY



   



   



   



   

Do you know a relative or friend who would like 
a regular friendly companion to help with chores 

around the home, conversation and contact?

If they want to remain independent but just need 
that extra helping hand in and out of the home 

call on our small local team of caring 
individuals who will be reliable, helpful and can 

tailor a package to their unique needs.

For more information, please do not hesitate to 
contact on:

07837 381704 or 01435 873018

www.countrycompanionship.co.uk



   



Gill Weavers – Chairman
September Cottage, Fletching Street,
Mayfield, TN20 6TE 
☎ 01435 872958  
✉ gill.weavers@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

Jeremy Watkiss – Vice Chairman
Cherry Tree Cottage, Coggins  
Mill Lane, Mayfield, TN20 6UT
☎ 01435 873844
✉ jerry.watkiss@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

Monica Aitken
Coldharbour, Lake Street,  
Mayfield, TN20 6PT
☎ 01435 872454
✉  monica.aitken@mayfieldfiveashes.

org.uk

Patricia Balfour
Knowle, Newick Lane,  
Mayfield, TN20 6RD
☎ 01435 872920
✉  patricia.balfour@mayfieldfiveashes.

org.uk

Tommy Buck
24 Southmead Close,
Mayfield TN20 6UJ,
☎ 07718 787748
✉ tommy.buck@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk 

Christopher Lilly 
Versyns Farm, Vale Road,  
Mayfield, TN20 6BD
☎ 01435 873631
✉ chris.lilly@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

David Miles
39 Mayfield Grange, Little Trodgers Lane, 
Mayfield, TN20 6BF
☎ 01435 873980
✉ david.miles@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

Rosemary Neal 
Hurst Hill, Rotherfield Lane,  
Mayfield, TN20 6ET
☎ 01435 872113 
✉  rosemary.neal@mayfieldfiveashes.

org.uk

Ian Parker
Meriden, Sunnybank Close,  
Mayfield, TN20 6TT
☎ 07971 979137 
✉ ian.parker@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk 

Deveda Redman 
Fair Meadow Farm, Fir Toll Road, 
Mayfield, TN20 6NA
☎ 01435 872558
✉  deveda.redman@mayfieldfiveashes.

org.uk

Duncan Smith
Rose Cottage
Five Ashes
Mayfield, TN20 6JB
☎ 01825 830392 
✉  duncan.smith@mayfieldfiveashes.

org.uk

Richard Tupper
Old Cottage, High Street
Mayfield, TN20 6AB
☎ 07976 550 890
✉  richard.tupper@mayfieldfiveashes.

org.uk

Julie Upton 
Little Hurst, Swife Lane, Broad Oak,  
Heathfield, TN21 8UX
☎ 01435 883404 
✉ julie.upton@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

PUBLIC OPENING TIMES
Monday  09.00 – 11.00
Wednesday  09.00 – 12.00
Friday 09.00 – 11.00

OFFICE ADDRESS
Mayfield & Five Ashes Parish 
Council
Old Manor House, High Street,  
Mayfield TN20 6AL

Tel  01435 873784
Fax  01435 873726
Email   clerk@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk
Web  www.mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

Councillor details

www.mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk



St Dunstan’s 
Church Fete 

Mayfield Youth Band 



Design and production by Kingsline Solutions Ltd.





 

MAYFIELD CE 

PRIMARY 

SCHOOL 

Supercycle, the school’s 
recycling robot 

Falcons' Class Trip to Seaford 

Robins' Class Trip to Bodiam 
Castle 



Nighti
 
ngales' Class Trip to St Paul’s Cathedral 




