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WELCOME FROM THE EDITORS

Welcome to the November issue of your Newsletter. It is heartening that take-up of the 
Newsletter from our local shops is increasing once more, albeit re-starting from a low 
base after the initial lockdown in March. Meetings are still very much restricted; in many 
cases our wonderful groups and societies are relying on Zoom (other forms of meeting 
are available) and this doesn’t look as though it will change for the foreseeable future. 
We hope that the Newsletter is going some way to keeping all readers up-to-date and 
informed as to what is happening in both Five Ashes and Mayfield. We are occasionally 
charged with not providing much information on Five Ashes, with the notable exception 
being regular contributions from the indefatigable Graham Playfoot, Chair of Five Ashes 
Horticultural Society, but we are only as good as contributions received. So please, Five 
Ashes, let us have your news.

It will be no surprise that the annual Act of Remembrance by the War Memorial, which was 
due to be held on Sunday, 8th November, has had to be cancelled because of Covid 19 
regulations. So instead we invite you to display your poppy with pride, in your window as 
well as on your chest. To that end, on our back page, you will find the British Legion poppy 
for you to use and of course we encourage you also to donate online using the following 
link: https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/ways-to-give/donate 

It would be great to see a swathe of poppies in windows up and down our streets. Will you 
join in, and also donate and make it a very special year remembering the servicemen and 
women who gave so much for us? You could even light a memorial candle at night in your 
window if you wished (and it’s safe to do so). 

Whilst it’s true that winter and Covid 19 confines us to our own homes more than we would 
like, let’s nonetheless show our spark, creativity and kindness to others that makes the 
parish a great place to live. And if you are not shopping in the High Street as much as you 
did don’t forget you can apply for a subscription to the monthly Newsletter to ensure you 
don’t miss out on what is happening in Five Ashes and Mayfield. You can also apply for a 
gift subscription for a neighbour, family member or friend as a Christmas present. Details 
can be found below.

Jeanette Hore & Philip James - Editors



DEADLINES FOR COPY AND HOW TO CONTACT US 
MONTHLY SUBMISSIONS mayfieldnewsletter2012@gmail.com by noon on the 15th. 
Please include your organisation, name or the topic of your copy in the Subject line of 
your email. Submissions must show the subject, name of author and a contact number in 
case of queries. No anonymous submissions will be accepted. We cannot accept hand-
written copy at the Shopping Basket under current regulations. If you cannot email, please 
phone 872665.

FOR ANNUAL £25 SUBSCRIPTIONS AND GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS email  
mfansubscriptions@gmail.com for details of Bank and cheque payments by 20th.

FOR MONTHLY BLACK/WHITE AND COLOUR ADVERTISING email mfanadvertising@
gmail.com. Black/white quarter and half pages for  3, 6 and 12 months are from £26. Colour 
quarter and half pages for 1, 3, 6 and 12 months are from £20. Copy and Bank/cheque 
payment deadline 15th.

USEFUL INFORMATION

Post Office Opening Hours: As from Monday, 9th November – Monday - Friday 09.30 
– 16.30; Saturday 09.30-12.30. Closed Sunday

NATWEST MOBILE BANKING SERVICE

The service has resumed and operates on Mondays (except Bank Holiday Mondays) 
from 1.15 to 2.15pm in the Memorial Hall car park



MAYFIELD & FIVE ASHES PARISH COUNCIL NEWS OCTOBER 2020

Local Coronavirus News

East Sussex continues to see a comparatively low number of cases of Covid-19 and it is 
acknowledged that this in part is due to how responsible residents are at following the 
Government guidelines of hands – face – space and the rule of six. The Parish Council office 
can still be accessed during opening hours, as long as only one visitor or bubble enters at any 
one time. The public conveniences are open in South Street and we are paying to have extra 
cleaning each day for additional safety precautions. The recreation areas are open to the public 
but please note that they are used at your own risk and follow the safety guidelines on the signs 
next to each entrance of the play areas in Mayfield and Five Ashes.

Covid-19 situation in East Sussex (from data retrieved on 14 October 2020

The latest figures when writing this article show the number of people with a positive test since 
the start of the pandemic to be 2354 (last month 1846), with a cumulative rate of 422.4 cases 
per 100,000 of population

Table: Total number of lab-confirmed cases of COVID-19 in East Sussex

Area  No. of cases (Cases last month) Rate per 100,000 population

Eastbourne 592     (501)   570.6

Hastings 282      (183)   304.3

Lewes  491      (413)   475.5

Rother  288    (218)   299.8

Wealden 701  (531)   434.1

Guy Fawkes Night Celebrations

As there are restrictions on public gatherings it is anticipated that there could be more private 
fireworks this year. Fireworks can be used in the UK any time from 7am to 11pm, exceptions are, 
Bonfire Night: 7am to midnight; New Year’s Eve, Diwali and Chinese New Year: 7am to 1am the 
following day

What is the impact of firework misuse? Please remember that, used irresponsibly, fireworks 
can cause damage to property and do significant harm to people and animals. Not only is there 
a danger from fireworks exploding, they can also pose a serious fire risk as well. This is why 
members of the public may only use fireworks on private property, such as their back gardens, 
and only licensed professionals can use them in public places.



Sussex Police’s advice on reporting those using fireworks in a dangerous or 
threatening way

• If a local retailer is selling adult fireworks to people under 18, report it to your local  
 Trading Standards

• If children are setting off fireworks in your area, ask them politely to stop. It’s possible  
 they’re unaware that they are breaking the law. If you know their parents, perhaps  
 ask them to intervene

• If you’re having an ongoing problem with people setting off fireworks, please inform  
 Sussex Police

Health and safety at Court Meadow

Since trying to make the wooded area adjacent to the skate park safer we acknowledge that 
some ramps have been rebuilt without following safety guidelines and without Parish Council 
permission. Please be aware that they are dangerous - particularly those with exposed sticks 
and posts and unsuitable for use. We will be trying to make the ramps that were reinstalled 
safer but remember that all of Court Meadow is a public space and there may be families and 
children in the area and walkers. This area can only be used as a bike track at you or your child’s 
own risk and not by permission of the Parish Council. Please also be aware that any plywood 
ramps not secured to the ground in the skate park or anywhere in Court Meadow are extremely 
dangerous and should never be used.

In addition, please remember, as reported in last month’s article, all sorts of drug paraphernalia 
has been found at Court Meadow and there is a constant problem of littering including glass 
bottles that parents might want to warn their children about. Sussex Police continue to assist 
us with monitoring the situation.

Parish Council Strategy Incorporating the Local Plan

At the last Parish Council meeting it was resolved to adopt the new Parish Council Strategy and 
Local Plan 2020-2026. Councillors have worked hard on bringing the Parish Council’s vision, 
mission and goals up to date for the following areas: Environment and Conservation, Economy, 
Employment, Tourism, Recreation, Facilities and Amenities, Transport, Culture, Security, Health, 
Education, Housing and Planning and Communication.

The Local Plan also includes information on Mayfield and Five Ashes and how growth and 
change can be managed, to maintain its role and function, and to meet its housing need, whilst 
recognising its environmental constraints. The potential development areas that the Parish 
Council has identified to be acceptable, and the volume of housing necessary to achieve this, 
have been considered. The Parish Council is hoping to enter into discussions with Wealden 
District Council about the document as they develop their new Local Plan. It can be viewed on 
the Parish Council website in the Key Documents section.



Temporary road closures

Newick Lane is scheduled to be closed for three days from 23rd to 25th November to allow 
South East Water to carry out apparatus repair works. The diversion is via the A267 Heathfield 
Road and A265 Burwash Road and vice versa.

Vale Road will be closed for four days from 17th to 20th November to allow South East Water 
to carry out apparatus repair works. The diversion is via The Avenues and Cordbatt Hill.

Piccadilly Lane is scheduled to be closed for five days from 16th to 20th November to allow 
South East Water to carry out new connection works. The diversion is via Newick Lane – Station 
Road - Fletching Street – East Street and vice versa.

News from Wealden District Council

Wealden District Council is urging its 3,000 council house tenants to get in contact if they are 
unable to pay their rent or are getting into arrears. Private tenants concerned that they could 
face eviction should also contact the District Council. They are aware that some council house 
tenants will have experienced financial hardship as a result of the coronavirus pandemic that 
could potentially lead to a rent arrears situation. They would like to reassure all residents who 
have fallen into arrears between March and August 2020 that they will continue to manage 
arrears cases sympathetically. This means they will not systematically resort to court action when 
the protection from eviction regulations ended on 20th September 2020. Provided residents 
make an agreement to clear the rent and service charge arrears when they are able, and that the 
agreement is consistently maintained, they will not seek possession of the property. Wealden’s 
Housing Team can be contacted on 01323 443322 or via email on rents@wealden.gov.uk

We are all being advised to get tested, should we show Covid-19 symptoms to help control 
the virus. Further details can be found here https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-
19-getting-tested. In the event that people with symptoms are unable to obtain a local test, it is 
not recommended that they travel long distances. Government advice is to try booking again 
in a few hours. A good time to try is 8pm when new slots are made available.

Free flu vaccines - If people are at higher risk from coronavirus they’re also more at risk of 
problems from the flu. Flu vaccination clinics across Sussex are underway and the NHS is 
encouraging anyone who is eligible for a free flu vaccination to book an appointment with 
their GP or pharmacist as soon as they receive an invitation. For more information visit the NHS 
website.

New Roads Policing page set up on Sussex Police website

Sussex Police is introducing its new roads policing update, available on the force website. This 
is part of Sussex Police’s ongoing commitment to tackle road safety problems affecting local 
communities and to reducing casualties on the County’s roads, making them safer for all road 
users. Last year 39 people lost their lives in Sussex due to collisions. 

They are focusing on making the roads safer for all road users by concentrating on evidence as 
to where offences are happening to effectively target activity; working with partners and using 
technology to solve an issue; engagement with communities and being a visible presence on 
the roads; by education where appropriate and applicable and by enforcement.



Council Meetings

The meeting schedule on the website at: www.mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk shows this month’s 
Council and Committee meetings as well as agendas, minutes of meetings and other relevant 
documentation. This is also available for viewing at the Parish Council Office. Please email the 
Clerk for meeting joining instructions up to half an hour before a meeting commences if you 
wish to attend.

Janna Todd

Parish Clerk to Mayfield and Five Ashes Parish Council  
The Old Manor House, High Street, Mayfield TN20 6AL  
Telephone 873784  
E-mail: clerk@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

Gill Weavers – Chairman
September Cottage, Fletching Street,
Mayfield, TN20 6TE 
☎ 01435 872958  
✉ gill.weavers@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

Jeremy Watkiss – Vice Chairman
Cherry Tree Cottage, Coggins  
Mill Lane, Mayfield, TN20 6UT
☎ 01435 873844
✉ jerry.watkiss@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

Monica Aitken
Coldharbour, Lake Street,  
Mayfield, TN20 6PT
☎ 01435 872454
✉  monica.aitken@mayfieldfiveashes.

org.uk

Patricia Balfour
Knowle, Newick Lane,  
Mayfield, TN20 6RD
☎ 01435 872920
✉  patricia.balfour@mayfieldfiveashes.

org.uk

Tommy Buck
24 Southmead Close,
Mayfield TN20 6UJ,
☎ 07718 787748
✉ tommy.buck@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk 

Jane Driscoll
May House, The Warren
Mayfield
TN20 6UB
☎ 01435 872700
✉ jane.driscoll@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

James Lench 
Westwood St Dunstan
West Street
Mayfield, TN20 6DS 
☎ 01435 872138
✉ james.lench@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk 

Christopher Lilly 
Versyns Farm, Vale Road,  
Mayfield, TN20 6BD
☎ 01435 873631
✉ chris.lilly@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

David Miles
39 Mayfield Grange, Little Trodgers Lane, 
Mayfield, TN20 6BF
☎ 01435 873980
✉ david.miles@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

Rosemary Neal 
Hurst Hill, Rotherfield Lane,  
Mayfield, TN20 6ET
☎ 01435 872113 
✉  rosemary.neal@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

Jim Rait
Upper Cowden
Five Ashes, TN20 6HN
☎ 01435 872595
✉ jim.rait@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

Deveda Redman 
Fair Meadow Farm, Fir Toll Road, 
Mayfield, TN20 6NA
☎ 01435 872558
✉  deveda.redman@mayfieldfiveashes.

org.uk

Sally Ann Tibbles
Lower Crabb; Wellbrook Hill, 
Mayfield, TN20 6HJ
☎ 01435 872469
✉  sally-ann.tibbles@mayfieldfiveashes.

org.uk

Richard Tupper
Old Cottage, High Street
Mayfield, TN20 6AB
☎ 07976 550 890
✉  richard.tupper@mayfieldfiveashes.

org.uk

Julie Upton 
Little Hurst, Swife Lane, Broad Oak,  
Heathfield, TN21 8UX
☎ 01435 883404 
✉ julie.upton@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

PUBLIC OPENING TIMES
Monday  09.00 – 11.00
Wednesday  09.00 – 12.00
Friday 09.00 – 11.00

OFFICE ADDRESS
Mayfield & Five Ashes Parish 
Council
Old Manor House, High Street,  
Mayfield TN20 6AL

Tel  01435 873784
Fax  01435 873726
Email   clerk@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk
Web  www.mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk

Councillor details

www.mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk



MAYFACS

(Mayfield & Five Ashes Community Services) 
www.mayfacs.org.uk   Helpline Number 873888

A very exciting month this month with lots of really important information and news. So,  
read on.

Covid-19 Advice and Changes

Please be aware we submit this piece by the 15th of the previous month. Things change so 
much with our current situation, so please accept our apologies if we need to cancel or modify 
anything that is written.

Alex

At the end of this month, we are sadly losing Alex as part of our team. Alex has been with us 
since 2017 and it has been an absolute pleasure working with her. Her organisational skills have 
been very valuable and she has done a great job in developing the website. Thank you Alex! 
We will miss you.

Clare

To allow time for the Trustees to look at our plan for the next few years, we are pleased to 
welcome Clare Vosloo to the team. Clare will be taking charge of the website and helping us 
with all sorts of other tasks. We’re delighted to welcome her for the next few months.

IMPORTANT

You need to book to attend all MAYFACS activities, especially the film. You can ring 873888 to 
book, email clare@mayfacs.org.uk or sign up via our website.

The MAYFACS Shed

In the midst of Covid-19 and Alex going we have got a new site for The MAYFACS Shed! We are 
turning an ugly, breeze block, ex-generator building into a wonderful shed for the community. 
It is on the site of the old chicken farm at Merrieweathers Farm. Work has already begun on 
making repairs to the building and we will keep you updated as work progresses. If you would 
like to get involved in the work now, please do get in touch.

Office Opening Times

Unless the Government say otherwise, we will be in the office on most Mondays, Tuesdays 
and some Wednesday mornings. Please knock and wait for an answer and be aware of the 2m 
distance rule.

We are happy to help with advice, information, photocopying/printing and have hand sanitising 
liquid and wipes for the handle. We have face coverings for us to wear. Please wear yours when 
you come in.



Activities in Five Ashes and Mayfield

We held two talks last month and they were really interesting. One of the aims of all of our 
groups is to bring people together and let people interact and talk to one another but, under 
the government rules, we can’t allow “mingling”. This somewhat defeats the object of bringing 
bigger groups together so we have reluctantly made the decision not to hold the talks for the 
time being. We will continue with the films though, for as long as we are allowed!

However, at the time of writing, people are still allowed to meet in groups of up to 6 people 
indoors and out, whilst being mindful of social distancing. We are currently exploring how 
we can help make that happen over the winter period. One idea is to have small groups of 
up to 6 people meeting, but each group at different times. We think a Covid-19 secure hall, 
where the heating system draws in fresh air and circulates it, is a safe place to meet. We know 
how important it is for people to meet socially and have something to look forward to, so if 
you might be interested in that please get in touch. You will be encouraged to get your own 
6 people together, but we can help with that and also give ideas of what you might do if you 
need them.

Matinee Films

In October we had a great turnout for the film, ‘Military Wives’. We are now having two showings 
on a Friday and Saturday afternoon. Numbers will be restricted to 30 people, including the 
organisers, on each day, so people will have to book a place to attend this. To reserve a place 
please either ring 873888 or log onto our website and complete the “Register your interest” 
form on our home page. We will contact you to confirm your reservation. Each seat costs £5.

November’s film will be ‘Official Secrets’ starring Keira Knightly, on Friday, 13th November and 
Saturday, 14th both starting at 1.45pm and doors open at 1.30pm. Masks have to be worn 
during the film and we ask that you sanitise your hands on entry. ‘Official Secrets’ is the true 
story of GCHQ whistle-blower Katharine Gun (Keira Knightly) who, in the run-up to the 2003 
Iraq invasion, leaked an email on a joint US-UK illegal spying operation against members of 
the UN Security Council. It was published in The Observer. Any chance of a UN resolution in 
favour of war collapsed; but Bush and Blair decided they didn’t need UN backing and invaded 
anyway. As Iraq descended into chaos, Katharine was arrested and charged with breaching the 
Official Secrets Act.

Christmas Lights

The Mayfair Committee, who coordinate the Christmas lights, are hoping that people will join 
in this year in a different way and celebrate the switching on of the lights, with people putting a 
candle in their window on the evening of Friday 27th November. If you would like to take part, 
but don’t have any candles, please do get in touch.

MAYFACS Helpline

We are still here, providing support if you need it. If you need help with prescription collection, 
shopping, you are contacted by test and trace, something else or you just want to talk to us, 
please do ring 873888. Messages will be picked up from Monday to Friday only.



Hardship Fund

If you are struggling or are coming to the end of the Furlough scheme and need a bit of 
help financially, please do get in touch. You can ring 873888, leave your name and telephone 
number and someone will call you back or email hardshipfund@mayfacs.org.uk. We treat every 
contact in the strictest confidence.

Just Giving

Thank you to the many people who have made financial donations to us. Everything helps, 
especially as we are receiving little income from our activities. If you wish to donate to support 
what we are giving to the community, please go to www.justgiving/mayfacs.

We also have a few packs of Christmas cards left to sell. They are £4.50 per pack and it has a lovely 
wintery picture of Mayfield on them. Come into the office to buy them if you would like some.

Easyfundraising & Amazon Smile

For those things that you can’t get in the village and you need to online shop for, please go 
through our Easyfundraising site and earn extra pennies for us as a charity. It doesn’t cost you 
anything! www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/mayfacs/

Shop on AmazonSmile at https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1166647-0 and Amazon donates to 
Mayfield And Five Ashes Community Services at no cost to you. AmazonSmile is now also 
available in the Amazon Shopping App to all AmazonSmile customers using an iPhone or 
Android devices. Once  AmazonSmile is activated in the app, every eligible purchase will 
automatically generate a donation for your organisation.

Contact Details – Shirley Holland, Alex Firrell (Clare Vosloo) or Freya Huxtable

Telephone: 873888 in the first instance and leave a message. We will phone you back. 

www.mayfacs.org.uk  
Emails: manager@mayfacs.org.uk; alexandra@mayfacs.org.uk; freya@mayfacs.org.uk



FEATURES
AN APOLOGY 

A submission was received from Tim Cornish and published in the October edition of the 
Newsletter refuting some of what had been printed in the feature on the Boyes & Belles 
Mayfield Bonfire Society and mentioning Diana Forrest as the author. The editors would like to 
apologise for not picking up the fact that Diana had no part in the writing of this.

FROM JOHN LEWIS, PROUD PRESIDENT OF MAYFIELD BONFIRE BOYES 
& BELLES

I joined the Boyes and Belles in 1950. The President was Mrs Steyning, landlady of The Middle 
House, the Vice-President was Harry Grinham of The General Store (now Middle House Deli) 
and the Chairman was Rev. T. B. Oliver, Vicar of St. Dunstan’s. Notable subscriptions to funds in 
1950 were H. Buck newsagents, The Convent, Nappers Ironmongers, The Star Brewery, Tamplins 
Brewery, Westminster Bank, Miss Cummins (who gave the ground for the Bowls Club). Total 
collected £61 and 16 shillings. The committee included Jesse Mitchell, Olive Lausdall, Wyn 
Barton, Ena Rose, Alf Wicker, Charlie Smart (where the torches were made), Charlie Kingsland 
(whose wife made the costumes, later taken on by Jenny Bell) and Jack Richardson (who built 
the Queen’s float). Other members were Dr Shackell, Dr Taylor, Ted Law (the torch sticks were 
cut on his farm), C. W. Godden Haulage (later to become Wincanton in Love Lane), Luther 
Constable, who worked for Mrs. Sneyd-Hinneasley and Alec Isisuis of Mini Farm (the torches 
were dipped on his farm).

Bonfire was always held on 5th November and the procession stopped at The Rose and Crown, 
the Brewers Arms and The Railway Hotel, where the judging of the fancy dress took place in 
Station Approach. Homemade fireworks were let off all round the route they were called “Rebel 
Rousers”. The banner was made of cloth with the Village sign on it.

The parade was led by The Dagenham Girl Pipers, hot chestnuts were sold by people from 
London. It all ended on Court Meadow with a bonfire and fireworks let off by Len Harman. Top 
collector in the 1950’s was Mrs Morris. Later her daughters, Peggy Wicker and Eileen Smith, 
gave a cup for the best collector, which is given out to the present day. 

In the 1950s South Street had its own Society, led by Arthur Slade, Alf Wicker and Charlie 
Kingsland and held their own night; Southmead Close also had their own night in November. I 
forget the year but along with Rotherfield, Crowborough, Uckfield, East Hoathly, Littlehampton, 
Seaford and Newhaven we formed The Sussex Association of Bonfire Societies and we moved 
our date to September to coincide with the Mayfield Martyrs.

We used to take a full coach load to all these events, winning Best Dressed society for many 
years in a row, with a new costume every year.

I took over as Chairman in the 1980s and spent 25 years in that role. Under my Chairmanship, 
we brought back the fireworks and wreath laying, which had been dropped several years 
before, and introduced the Burning Crosses. Membership dropped in the 1980s to around 15 
compared to over 40 in the 1950s. In 1986 it was just Norman Bell and I who cut all the torch 
sticks from May to September.

Long Live The Boyes and Belles



SUSSEX WILDLIFE TRUST

Mole …and I live in a hole

If your lawn is full of nectar-rich flowers for butterflies and bees, with a patch of long grass for 
grasshoppers and hedgehogs, then Mother Nature will thank you. But if you’re one of those 
particular people who demands that their lawn is a perfectly manicured carpet, slathered in 
chemicals and shamelessly shaved each summer Sunday, then Mother Nature will not be happy 
and she’ll send in her best hit man. So while we remember, remember Guy Fawkes in November, 
I’m here to celebrate Britain’s other infamous tunnelling terrorist – the mole.

It’s hard to bond with the mole. Like 99.9% of us, I’ve never seen one and probably never will. 
They’re almost a supernatural entity - the Bigfoot of the back garden. Their invisibility means 
my mental image of the mole has been painted by The Wind in the Willows and children’s 
cartoons instead of real-life encounters. I’m always surprised when I see an actual photo of one 
and it’s not wearing glasses. 

Moles aren’t blind. Admittedly, they’ll be struggling by the second line of an eye test but there 
isn’t much call for perfect eyesight when you spend all your life in total darkness. Instead, their 
pink nose is covered with 5,000 sensory organs which register touch and vibration, allowing 
the mole to ‘see’ with its snout; a super-sense that makes them efficient hunters. Their tunnel 
network spreads out like an underground web and when a wiggling worm drops into it the 
mole’s super-senses tingle, sending them scrambling through their pitch-black passageways. 
Worms are captured, cleaned, beheaded and stored, still wriggling, in a larder for future 
consumption. 

The mole’s front paws are like a pair of giant pink snow-shovels and come equipped with an 
extra thumb; a characteristic they share with the giant panda. These wide shovel-hands can 
move an incredible 540 times their own weight of soil in a day. That’s like me moving 55.46 
tonnes of mud (and before you go scrambling for your calculators, yes, I could do with losing 
a few pounds). 

The molehills that erupt on our lawns are spoil heaps created by the construction work below. 
OK, they’re unsightly but gardeners should be welcoming moles. When potted, molehill soil 
makes an excellent growing medium for seeds and seedlings, so if you’re blessed with molehills 
grab a trowel. Once the tunnels are completed the molehills will stop appearing and, in the 
long run, mole burrowing bestows untold benefits to soil aeration and quality. But for me, it’s 
a pleasure just knowing that such an amazing animal is living, unseen, a few inches below my 
feet. Some people will still complain but I guess some folk will always make a mountain out of 
a, well, y’know. 

Michael Blencowe



CHRIS STEVENSON - KEEPING THE VILLAGE IN TOUCH - 
Broadband

Having covered devices (computers, phones and tablets) a few months ago I thought it would 
make sense to look at the main thing you need to actually make the most use of them. Namely 
an internet connection. Most of you reading will already have an internet connection of course 
but I thought that it was still worth writing a guide not just for the uninitiated but also to review 
what sort of services are available in the area and maybe try and help people who may be a few 
miles outside the parish and suffer from poor speeds.

The main type of broadband comes through your phone line. There are 2 types: the older, 
slower ADSL line which offers speeds up to 24 Mbits per second (I will go in to more detail 
of what a Mega Bit is on the website – for now just accept my word that more is better), and 
Superfast Fibre (VDSL) broadband which can give you speeds of up to 76 Mbits per second. 
These are theoretical maximum speeds and your actual speed will depend on how far away 
you are from the BT exchange (for ADSL lines), or how far from your nearest green BT cabinet 
you are (for VDSL). In the future there will be Ultra Fast Broadband available from BT, which 
involves replacing the current phone lines with fibre optic cable and can provide speeds up to 1 
Gigabit per second (or 1000 Mbits). When this will arrive for all is not clear.  You may have vague 
memories of the before-Covid times, with Boris Johnson promising we would all have it by 2025 
but given everything that’s happened since, it may be pushed back a few years. 

In this area you can order broadband through many different companies (BT, Sky, Talk Talk 
etc.) but ultimately these are all what’s known as BT Wholesale products, since all the lines and 
equipment are supplied by BT. In larger towns and cities some companies have been able to 
put in their own infrastructure for Broadband (the biggest being Virgin Media who can offer 
faster speeds through their cable network).

So that’s your basic fixed line options but what if you already have broadband and aren’t happy 
with your speeds. Many people who live too far away from their local cabinet or the Mayfield 
exchange might struggle with very slow speeds. All is not lost though. Firstly, there are a few 
areas where full fibre cables have already been fitted to connect people under the Wealden 
Build Scheme from a few years ago but were too far away from the cabinet for VDSL so it’s 
worth checking with BT if that’s the case.

The next option (and I’m going in likely cost order here from cheapest to most expensive) 
is to use 4g mobile broadband (EE, Three UK, Vodafone etc.) and ditch the landline-based 
broadband. Signal coverage varies greatly from area to area, and provider to provider, 
(especially in Mayfield, although Five Ashes fares better) but you can try and boost this by using 
a special 4g router and fitting an external antenna. 

If you find that your mobile signal is too slow, no matter what you try, then Satellite broadband 
might be worth investigating. This is often fairly expensive and requires a dish to be fitted. 
Speeds are ok but not really suitable for things like online gaming since your internet is beaming 
down from space.



Lastly (and in all likelihood most expensively) there are ways to try and get a full fibre connection 
ahead of BT’s official roll-out. This basically requires that the cost of getting the fibre cable to 
your property is paid by you and so depending on how long the cable is and where it needs 
to get through, this can be thousands of pounds. That said, it’s possible to split your cost if 
you have a close neighbour who is willing to do so, and you might be eligible for government 
grants that can reduce the costs significantly too. I will put more details and links to these 
schemes on the website.

www.kentandsussexitservices.co.uk; enquiries@kands-it.co.uk; 07899 955289

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

The northern plain of France is prime agricultural country which has been twice invaded 
and borne the brunt of two World Wars on its soil, 1914-18 and 1939-45. The geographical 
topography of the area, as well as being suitable for agricultural development, also allows rapid 
military manoeuvre exploited in the second conflict by highly mechanised units.

The international border of France, Belgium and Germany wriggles its way south across this plain 
and in times of peace it is difficult to imagine the murderous conflicts that have ravaged the area. 
Only the piles of spent and rusted war material unearthed by local farmers give any indication 
of the ferocity of the battles that took place. That and the numerous cemeteries holding the 
remains of the Fallen, on land granted by a weary and grateful French nation, in perpetuity, 
to the combatant nations. Beautifully maintained by local employees of the Commonwealth 
War Graves Commission (CWGC), they are constantly visited by descendants, family associates, 
friends and visitors, most of whom have only related knowledge of the dead.

Most will also make their way to Ypres, the Belgium town which hosts the Menin Gate, through 
which Allied troops marched on their way to the muddy death trap of the Western Front. At 
precisely 8pm, local time, an Honour Guard formed by the Belgian Fire Brigade parades at the 
Gate and salutes the Fallen with the Bugle Call of the Last Post. Every evening, except when 
under German occupation, they have so performed. In death there are no enemies so the 
cemeteries, Commonwealth in serried ranks of Portland Stone, German with their neat ranks 
of black crosses, lie next to one another and reflect the esteem in which the Fallen are held.

Remembrance Sunday is on 8th November 2020



VILLAGE PEOPLE

JOHN FINLAY

Time passes.   Listen.   Time passes. 
Come closer now.  
Only you can hear the houses sleeping in the streets in the slow deep salt and silent black 
bandaged night.

These words by Dylan Thomas from Under Milk Wood came to John Finlay as he stepped 
outside his house in West Street one evening in March. The traffic had stopped and everyone 
was locked down; it was too early in the year for lawn mowers and there was silence. It was 
to be the start of a local poetry phenomenon, as he decided to post these lines on a small 
board outside his house for passers-by to read. I asked John if he would be happy to share his 
inspiration with the readers of the Newsletter and he kindly agreed.

Your interest in Dylan Thomas certainly started something. Do you have any 
Welsh connections?

My mother was expecting me and lived with her parents in Surrey Docks, where the family had 
a cobbler’s shop which made workmen’s boots. It was September 1940 and their shop was 
bombed on the first night of the Blitz. My grandmother, being Welsh, thought it was best to go 
back to South Wales with the family and escape the bombing. Unfortunately, Hitler had other 
ideas as where we lived was the centre of the coal mining industry and once the bombers could 
travel further, it became a target. We decided to move west and settled in St. Clears, which is 
the next village to Laugharne, the one-time home and final resting place of Dylan Thomas. I 
went to school in Wales, and elsewhere, and studied a great deal of poetry. We had to learn 
it by heart and analyse each line to uncover the meanings and themes. Later on, I became a 
surveyor, a career quite unrelated to poetry. I retired fifteen years ago and have found recently 
that poems have been coming back to me - it’s amazing what one can remember from the 
distant past. I have lived in Mayfield for twenty-eight years, the last six in West Street.

Where do your ideas for the poems come from?

The lines from Dylan Thomas proved to be popular with the many walkers who were passing 
by, the words mirroring the slightly depressed atmosphere of the times, so I decided to post 
more poems. There have been forty to date that have mainly been chosen from my memory 
to reflect a particular mood or theme. They range from the sombre: ‘In Memoriam’ by Alfred, 
Lord Tennyson to nonsense verse such as  Lewis Carroll’s ‘Jaberwocky’, Longfellow’s ‘Village 
Blacksmith’ which was for the children, and Robbie Burn’s ‘Selkirk Grace’, along with many 
more, all contributing to the wide variety of poetry displayed. When we were finally allowed to 
go somewhere in our cars, my wife and I were keen to go down to the sea, so I posted John 
Masefield’s ‘Sea Fever’:  ‘I must go down to the seas again, to the lonely sea and the sky…..’ I 
have even included one about Trump from Pam Ayres: 

At last we have a cure for all! 
Ailments large and ailments small, 
Good health is not beyond my reach, 
If I inject myself with bleach.



Radiant I’ll prance along, 
Every trace of limescale gone, 
With disinfectant as my friend, 
Like him, 
I’m clean around the bend. 

I have also had a number of requests from people, young and old, which included ‘Fame is 
a Fickle Food’ by Emily Dickinson. We also displayed a poem especially for a young person 
we know called Katie. It was the ‘Owl and the Pussy Cat’ by Edward Lear and her request of 
‘Sometimes I Dream’ by Robert Fisher also featured. One week I changed the theme slightly 
and made twelve paper cut-out circles on which I had written ‘Round Tuit’. I laminated them 
and hung them outside for people to help themselves. When you get a ‘Round Tuit’ anything 
will be possible! I often add footnotes at the bottom of the poems so that people can do 
further research if they are interested. I suggested a video of Charles Dance reading Kipling’s 
‘Road to Mandalay’ at Horse Guards Parade on the 70th Anniversary of VE Day in 2015. He 
reads the poem with such feeling and it is incredibly moving. 

What are you planning to do next John?

There is another section of ‘Under Milk Wood’ which I would like to display but it is so long that 
I’ll have to spread it over several weeks. I have also thought about having forty boards in order 
to display all the poems outside together. I still have them all hanging up in my garage. I am 
keen for the children to read the poems as they pass by; there is not so much poetry in schools 
nowadays. Meanwhile I’ll carry on displaying poems, so hopefully now, people in the village will 
know more about them and come and have a look. 

Thank you so much, John. You have felt the mood of the community and provided such an 
interesting and stimulating distraction during this difficult period. 

Barbara Murray

MEET GUY BRICKELL – ‘THE SUSSEX SHOWMAN’

One of the benefits of writing for this Newsletter is that you get to talk, and in normal times 
meet, (obviously difficult at the moment), some really interesting people, and to learn about 
aspects and walks of life, which you may have not even touched on before.

A case in point is my telephone interview with Mayfield farmer, Guy Brickell, who I recently 
caught up with, when he was not sitting on his tractor, or herding his cows, of which he has 
quite a few! Guy is launching a new range of meat products online, catchily branded under the 
name ‘The Sussex Showman’, which his nephew Matthew, a branding and marketing executive 
helping Guy, believes aptly reflects Guy’s personality, who he says is “a natural entertainer”.

Guy was born in Mayfield in 1959, just after his father and grandfather settled at Froghole 
Farm in Witherenden Lane in 1958. The farm has passed down from father to son since then, 
although Guy’s father still farms with him, even at the age of 91. During that time the family 
have gone through a kaleidoscope of farming highs and lows, which is probably an experience 
common to every farmer in the United Kingdom.



Until 2000, Guy and his father concentrated on wholesale milk production through the Milk 
Marketing Board, but with the farm nestling in an area of East Sussex designated as one of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty, they realised they should do more to protect the countryside. 
Joining a consortium of organic dairy farmers, they then produced milk organically for the next 
10 years, until the price of organic milk slumped, due to a significant lack of national demand, 
having never exceeded 1.5%. Sadly, when it comes to milk, most people will favour price over 
quality or conservation, but that is often, understandably, through economic necessity.

Ironically however, the conventional milk price then started to rise as a result of demand from 
the Chinese market for milk powder, and Guy and his father decided to go back to selling 
conventional milk to a company which had a contract with the Chinese; a decision he now 
regrets, because the milk market is so volatile. This was clearly demonstrated in 2013/14, when 
the global price slumped again, largely because China now had a powdered milk surplus! As 
a result of these ups and downs, the farm decided to give up the wholesale milk market, sold 
their dairy cows and went into beef production, with some pigs as well, thereby reducing milk 
production to nil in the space of 2 years.

The best was yet to come, however, when Heathfield cheesemakers, Alsop and Walker Ltd, 
producers of world award-winning cheeses, including the distinctive ‘Mayfield’ cheese, asked 
Froghole Farm to supply them with milk in 2019. Guy thus returned to milk production, with the 
acquisition of 50 Sussex milking cows. He now sells the milk to the cheesemakers, but receives, 
in return, the whey, which is the liquid remaining after the milk has been curdled and strained 
in making the cheese. 

This milk by-product is fed to his pigs, which in turn produce fine homegrown bacon, sausages 
and pork sausage meat, and which he is now keen to sell locally, along with his grass-fed 
beef. For Guy and for Alsop and Walker, it is a win-win situation, with the cheesemakers keen 
to have as much milk from Froghole Farm as Guy can produce, and the milk products Guy 
receives being ideal for fattening his first-class pigs. Guy is thus increasing his dairy herd with 
an additional 20 heifers, arriving in the spring, and is also able to cross some of his weaker dairy 
cattle with Sussex bull, for better beef production. To add to the family involvement, the beef 
sold by the new brand is butchered by Guy’s own son, who trained locally, and who is now Head 
Butcher at The Newt Hotel in Bruton, Somerset, a real ‘foodie’ haven if ever there was one! His 
son therefore allocates some of his spare time each month to assist his father in ‘The Sussex 
Showman’ production line.

Guy and his family are understandably excited by this turn of events, after the vagaries of the 
milk market over the last 20 years, complicated I have no doubt by the complexities of milk 
subsidies, which we did not discuss, and which I am sure will not be of interest to our readers!! 

However, hopefully ‘The Sussex Showman’ brand of pork and beef products, which Guy is 
now bringing to the online market, will be of interest to many, packaged and marketed as they 
are to bring more than a little sense of the circus, by providing, as Matthew says, “big, BOLD, 
entertaining flavours with traditional methods”. In the future he says they will also “start to 
push the boundaries and become playful with our recipes. In the upcoming months, we will be 
launching a Pork and Cheese sausage, with many more ideas in the pipeline”. 



You can find out all about ‘The Sussex Showman’ on its Facebook page. Orders are to be 
placed online, but purchases can be delivered or collected. Guy is keen to welcome customers 
to Froghole Farm, to see what he is doing and how he is seeking to make the very best of what 
the Sussex countryside has to offer, farming it in the most environmentally-friendly way possible 
and supporting local suppliers and markets. I have only spoken to him by phone, but he did 
seem genuinely passionate about his work and I shall look forward to meeting him too, when 
circumstances permit, to discover how like the new brand he really is!

You can contact Guy on 07980 669950, on Facebook, by email to gbfrogholefarm@gmail.com 
or personally at Froghole Farm, Witherenden Lane, Mayfield.

Sue Smith

UP AND DOWN THE HIGH STREET 

MAYFAIR/CHRISTMAS LIGHTS COMMITTEE

Although there will be no Late Night Christmas shopping evening this year, the Committee are 
once again organising Christmas trees and lights for the High Street, including The Shopping 
Basket. They will be switched on at 6pm on Friday, 27th November but without the normal 
fanfare and gathering of villagers. We thought it would be a lovely idea if as many homes as 
possible could be decorated with outside lights as well and all be lit up to coincide with the 
High Street switch-on. Get together with your neighbours to make this a socially distanced but 
memorable occasion. If this is not possible, perhaps you could place a candle in a window, if 
safe to do so. 

MAYFIELD AND FIVE ASHES CALENDAR AND CHRISTMAS CARDS

The 2021 Mayfield and Five Ashes calendar is now available from selected shops and outlets, as 
are Christmas Cards with scenes of Mayfield (come on Five Ashes – let us have some beautiful 
winter scenes for next year!). If you are unable to get to the High Street you can order the 
calendar and cards by contacting Jeanette on jeanette.overleigh@yahoo.co.uk. The calendars 
are £12 each and a pack of six cards is £5.00. All profits from sales will go to Mayfield & Five 
Ashes charities.

We are also organising some carol singing in December, hopefully accompanied by a few of 
the Mayfield Band. This will not be a community affair due to covid restrictions but villagers are 
invited to join in from their gardens and windows. We will announce the route and dates in the 
December edition of the Newsletter.

POST OFFICE NEWS – CHANGE TO OPENING HOURS

Christmas stamps will be available from Tuesday, 3rd November. The Post Office will be open 
on Wednesday, 4th November and from the following week Monday – Friday 9.30am – 4.30pm; 
Saturday, 9.30am – 12.30pm; Closed Sunday.



OUR CHURCHES

COLKINS MILL CHURCH 

It is good to be together on Sunday mornings. I would like to say we are starting to get used to 
the new ways, but I don’t think it will ever feel quite right being in Church together in face masks 
and spaced out around the room. However, as we listen to the hymns and songs we can stand 
together, and at least mouth the words and respond in our hearts to the truth of the words. 
We have been able to share what is going on in Church ‘live’ with those who need to stay at 
home, through Zoom. We will keep with this hybrid. If anyone is interested to join us in real life 
or online, don’t hesitate to contact me. Our thoughts and prayers are very much with the USA 
in November. The elections have highlighted and intensified the polarisation of that nation 
over many issues. It reminds us that our views and opinions should never lead us to hatred and 
hostility. Jesus taught us to respect and love - even those who show us hatred and hostility.

Steve Harland Contact@colkinsmillchurch.org.uk Tel 873194/ 07595440155

ST. THOMAS OF CANTERBURY

With the current Covid 19 regulations we are limited as to the number of people in the church at 
any one time. To enable all parishioners to attend Mass at least once a week, but not necessarily 
on a Sunday, Father Patrick is saying 5 masses each week. For Mass times please refer to the 
website.

You are welcome to join us provided you follow the relevant Covid regulations: 

• wear a face covering

• use the hand sanitiser

• leave appropriate space between you and others

• give your name and telephone number for the track and trace process.

Mary Brentnall



ST. DUNSTAN’S

Christmas will be different this year… Normally, the Church is packed for many events but with 
social distancing the limit for the congregation is 75, which is why we are ticketing services, 
so that you know you have a seat and we don’t turn people away at the door. These are the 
services you can book for: 

Advent Carols   29th November 6pm

Carol Service 1   20th December 6pm

Carol Service 2   22nd December 6pm

Midnight Eucharist   24th December 11pm

Christmas Day Eucharist  25th December 10.15am

Booking will commence from 15th November. Just go to Eventbrite.co.uk and search for ‘St. 
Dunstan’s Mayfield’. The tickets are, of course, free but you will be encouraged to donate 
online to help with the costs of running our beautiful church. There will be oodles of wonderful 
music, traditional readings and liturgy to help us all share together in the wonder of Christmas. 
Despite strictly no singing out loud from the congregation, the Choir will be in good voice. 
Come and let your heart sing!

The Churchwardens

OUR SCHOOLS
UPDATE FROM MAYFIELD PRE-SCHOOL 

The Pre-school would like to use this month’s update to say an enormous ‘Thank you!’ to the 
entire village and wider community for your incredibly generous support over the last 9 months. 
Due to the fantastic response to our “Save Our Pre-school” campaign, we are thrilled to be 
able to say we are now in no danger of closing, and are in a much more secure position. When 
lockdown started, we really didn’t know if we would be able to come out the other side but the 
support from the village has been amazing.

A huge thank you goes especially to everyone who has signed up to our sponsorship 
programme. These regular monthly donations have gone a long way to covering the deficit in 
government funding, which means the money raised from other events can be spent on extras 
to benefit the children rather than on day-to-day running costs.

If you are a business or individual and would like to make a small monthly donation to continue 
to ensure the security of the pre-school, please go to www.mayfieldpreschool.co.uk to learn 
more and sign up.



Special thanks also go to people who have made additional contributions over the last Pre-school 
year include: St. Thomas’, Paul Goodchild, Mayfield Chamber of Commerce (Mayfair/Christmas 
Lights Committee), Mayfield Trust, C & S Marshall, P. Hetreed of Invo Solutions, KPS Creations, 
Scuffbusters of Tunbridge Wells, Four Winds, Rosina Marks, Mayfield & Five Ashes Newsletter, M. 
& L. Coumbe, Tim Robertson, H&P Brotherton, R. Boxall, I. Epstein, C. Vosloo, S. Hayes, A. Seth,  
P. Hill.

We are so grateful for all your support. I’m sorry if we have missed anyone! We have been 
deeply touched by offers to help in all sorts of ways and would like to say a huge “Thank you 
Mayfield” for being such a wonderful, supportive, kind and special community.

Please take part in our ‘321 GO!’ event in November. Walk, run or cycle any distance and make 
a donation to contribute to our 1000 mile goal. It’s a great way to get out in the fresh air this 
autumn! Take part by downloading the free Trac4Good App.

Becky Morris, Pre-School Chair

ROUND AND ABOUT OUR VILLAGES
SLOW FILM FESTIVAL

The Slow Film Festival has NOT been cancelled! This year the event goes online on Saturday, 
31st October and Sunday, 1st November. A virtual village of Mayfield is under construction on 
the world wide web, where the films and events will be accessible all over the world, free. 

Tune in to the festival website (www.slowfilmfestival.com) to catch short films from around the 
globe, or join us for live-streamed screenings and Q&As with filmmakers and artists, including 
Ben Rivers and Kevin Jerome Everson. There will be workshops and online seminars as well as 
a live streaming of a festival-commissioned film made in Mayfield last weekend.

Peter Treherne

ST. DUNSTAN’S BELL RINGERS

Like so many churches throughout the UK, when Covid-19 caused a national lockdown, St. 
Dunstan’s was closed for its parishioners. Its bell tower was put out of bounds to the bell-
ringing team, not just for religious ringing but also for their Tuesday night practice.

The bell-ringing team had several new members and the team’s Ringing Master (Richard 
Barraclough) was anxious not to lose these new members’ enthusiasm nor for older members 
to drift away or drop the standards achieved over time. A ‘virtual’ practice night was devised. 

By way of Zoom conferencing almost all members, including a couple isolating in Ireland, were 
able to join these evening sessions. To add reality at the beginning, two people (one a regular 
visitor to our Tuesday practices, who happened to be a Blacksmith) created 8 individual tubular 
bells, distributing each to a team member in the hope that these could be struck to create 
a consistent ringing tone. However, due to technical difficulties with computers and iPads 
reacting differently to the noise, the endeavour had to be abandoned.



Instead an app called ‘Ringing Room’ was recommended to the team, which has proved an 
excellent tool, allowing all members to log in to a virtual bell tower to practise ringing together, 
no matter what their ability, in such methods as Plain Hunt, Bob Doubles and Grandsire Doubles.

The Tuesday practice evenings have been a great success, allowing us to continue to integrate 
all members, not just those starting out to ring. The evenings always follow an Agenda which 
contains a spot for village / local news, the odd quiz on bell-ringing and joke of the week 
(no smutty ones allowed!), before the main part of virtual ringing practice. More recently, a 
15-minute talk by a member on such subjects as ‘bee keeping,’ ‘running an award-winning 
cattery’ and ‘foreign travels’ has added to the interest and been enjoyed by everyone listening.

All members of St. Dunstan’s bell-ringing team are grateful to be back with limited actual 
ringing following the easing of lockdown but thankful for the efforts of Richard and the Tower 
officers for the opportunity provided by the excellently-run Tuesday night sessions.

If you are interested in learning to ring, when we are allowed to run training sessions again, 
please contact either: Tower Captain, Vanessa Kohlberg (07796954812) or Tower Secretary 
Graham Holland (872163)

James D Morgan, Mayfield St. Dunstan’s Bell Ringers

FILM ON FRIDAY

THE TRUTH – 13th and 15th November

Subject to any changes in government restrictions, our next film, The Truth, will be shown on 
13th November with a second house on 15th November. Any changes to our plans will be 
announced on our website www.filmonfriday.org and members will be informed by email. 

The Truth is directed by Hirokazu Kore-eda, who also directed Shoplifters, our members’ choice 
in May 2019. It is set in the Paris house of a haughty grande dame of French cinema, rather than 
the liminal shack of Tokyo grifters; but, in common with the earlier film, it explores the deceits 
that underlie a family’s ties and tensions. Fabienne (Catherine Deneuve) is publishing her, far 
from truthful, memoirs, as daughter Lumir (Juliette Binoche) arrives with her daughter and just-
out-of-rehab actor husband (Ethan Hawke). Fabienne is in a new film as the daughter of a never-
ageing mother, played by a younger actress, who reminds everyone of one of Fabienne’s rivals, 
whose career she ruined. Resentments are laid bare; secrets are revealed. 

Our first house will be on Friday 13th November at 7.45pm for 8.15 pm. The second house will 
be on Sunday, 15th November at 1.30pm for 2pm. Capacity is limited. Members will receive an 
email from email filmonfriday@gmail.com at noon on 6th November to reserve a seat for the 
house they wish to attend. Any guest bookings should be notified and paid for in advance. 
There will be no till on the door and the bar is still suspended. 

Our leaflets which have full details of the season’s programme, are available in Burnett’s, the 
MAYFACS office, The Post Office and The Shopping Basket. It’s not too late to join and all 
members from last season are entitled to a discount to reflect films that we had to cancel. 



Our website www.filmonfriday.org has links to the film’s trailer and an interview with Catherine 
Deneuve and Juliette Binoche talking about working with Kore-eda. It in French with no 
subtitles, so dust off that O level. Email me on filmonfriday@gmail.com, or phone 873310, if 
you would like to know more. You can also follow us on twitter at @filmonfriday.

We look forward to seeing you.

Andrew Ratcliffe, Chairman

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION – MAYFIELD, FIVE ASHES AND HADLOW 
DOWN BRANCH:

This year Governments world-wide sadly have had to severely restrict our homage to those who 
gave their lives on our behalf. Locally, on Remembrance Sunday, there will be no parades, no 
outside service at the War Memorial, no House-to-House collections, no poppies available in 
local shops, no wreath-laying and the Sunday Church Service will be at 8.00 a.m. It will not be 
Remembrance Sunday as we have known it.

Armistice Day, 11th November 2020

Fortunately, Armistice Day this year follows Remembrance Sunday. On Wednesday, 11th 
November 2020 there will be a Church Service at 10.00am when the Roll Calls of the two World 
Wars will be declaimed in Church.

Remembrancetide, 24th October to 11th November 2020

It is vitally important that, whatever you do during this period, you conform to social distancing, 
permitted numbers, mixing equations, etc. as laid down by Government and so help to defeat 
the virus. We must get back to honouring our Fallen in the appropriate manner. THEY DESERVE 
NOTHING LESS. WE WILL REMEMBER THEM.

John Macdonald, Chairman, RBL Mayfield, Five Ashes & Hadlow Down



Below left, is the one of his poems outside his house and on the
right, some of his previous poems

JOHN FINLAY FROM WEST STREET



GUY BRICKELL, DAIRY, BEEF AND PIG FARMER

Below, Guy with with his dairy and beef herd



Above, Guy's Sussex Showman sausages and below, his free
range pigs



Fergus Garrett is giving a zoom lecture 'Painting with Plants the Great
Dixter Way' on 20th November at 7.30pm. Tickets cost £10 and can be
booked through the Mayfield Horticultural Society. The deadline is 11th
November. The first 50 members to book can purchase a subsidised

ticket for only £5



FIVE ASHES HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
ANNUAL PUMPKIN WEIGHING COMPETITION

Congratulations to the winners, Tim and Claire Hall whose winning
pumpkin (pictured above left in the centre) weighed in at 48.7kg
and also to Bob Peate and Judith Peate whose entries were

awarded second and third place



ST DUNSTAN'S CHURCH HAS OPENED FOR WORSHIP in
accordance with Covid guidelines

Above, the choir rehearsing and below, the congregation arriving
for Sunday worship



Many thanks to Helen McArdle, Melanie Yea, Shelly Wells, Jo
Andrews, Janine Fall and families for all their efforts in picking up
litter in Court Meadow and to Wealden Council for supplying the
necesary equipment. The Parish Council have been contacted
about a glass dump that has been discovered by the bike ramps
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MAYfield & five ashesMAYfield & five ashes
2021 calendar

NOW AVAILABLE!
2021 CALENDAR

&
christmas cards

all AVAILABLE FROM selected HIGH STREET RETAILERS
or email jeanette.overleigh@yahoo.co.uk

All profits from the sale of these calendars and cards go to
Mayfield and Five Ashes charities.

£5.00
pack of 6 asorted 
cards & envelopes

£12



MAYFIELD AND DISTRICT U3A

Despite Mayfield’s Memorial Hall being Covid-compliant, and capable of safely holding 
meetings of up to 30 people, U3A’s Head Office confirms the “Rule of 6 applies” and does not 
advise us to go  ahead with a gathering of 30 people. This is so disappointing for our members, 
many of whom would like to begin enjoying safe meetings again.

“The History of the Cartoon” was the subject of September’s talk given by Ian Keable, via 
Zoom, and proved to be a great success. Some 27 members joined the meeting with many 
contributing to the discussion afterwards. The speaker started by showing what was possibly 
the first ever cartoon, a drawing showing King Henry VIII, seated on his throne with his feet 
on the prostrate figure of the Pope, apparently drawn around the time of his divorce from 
Catherine of Aragon.

The cartoonists that followed sometime later were William Hogarth (‘Gin Lane’ fame), James 
Gillray and George Cruikshank who were more social and moral satirists, and their work 
comprised stand-alone prints rather than the mass reproductions of today. It was not until the 
magazine Punch appeared that words were used in cartoons. This was the era of John Leech, 
John Tennier (with his brilliant illustrations for Alice in Wonderland), Max Beerbohm and H.M. 
Bateman. Later came David Low, Ronald Searle, Giles and Vicky bringing caricature into their 
drawings. In the 1960s came Private Eye and it was here that Gerald Scarfe with his famous royal 
and political caricatures made an impact. Ian’s knowledge of the subject and his humorous 
delivery made for an excellent talk.

Colin Izzard 872601

MAYFIELD LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

(A full programme can be found on the Society website at http://www.mayfieldlhs.org.uk).

Coronavirus Problems

With the current limit on 6 individuals in a meeting, we shall be unable to meet in any hall 
until this limit is altered or removed. We cannot hold our AGM this year to review the annual 
subscription. If you have comments regarding a possible increase to £10.00 per person, please 
contact me at euenec@yahoo.com. Once the restrictions are lifted, we will start to send 
information to the Newsletter about the resurrection of our meetings.

Brian O’Connor, Chair, 873477; Richard Tupper, Secretary, 07976 550 890;  
John Buddle, Treasurer, 872229



MAYFIELD BAND

Nothing much to report really. We are struggling to see a safe way back to rehearsals at the 
moment, what with the dangers of gathering inside, and a potentially lethal mix of young and 
old, so for the protection of ourselves, and the wider community (from the virus, not from our 
music), we continue to hunker down. We really hope that we might be able to get a small 
ensemble out to play some carols as we approach Christmas, but that will depend on availability 
of players and the circumstances nearer the time. There are already enough unwanted presents 
at Christmas, without adding a gift-wrapped virus to the list, so we need to make sure it will be 
safe. Going out playing carols is undoubtedly one of the best things about banding, so if we 
can, we will. And we know it is important to you too – the one time of the year when we all get 
to sing together, singing songs that we all love. Fingers crossed. We’ll keep you posted.

Given the fact we have all had to put our lives on hold to an extent, I think we will now have a 
heightened appreciation of the need to make the best of every minute of our precious time. 
So, this is a timely reminder that, when the dust starts to settle, you need to get on and learn to 
play whatever musical instrument it is that you have always promised yourself. Just make sure 
you are realistic about what it is, how much it’s going to cost, how you are going to go about 
it, and where you are going to play it if you ever get as far as becoming vaguely proficient. And 
when you have thought it through and dismissed it, and realised that brass is best, get yourself 
down to Band HQ as quick as you can, as I fully expect the queue at the door to be as long 
as the queue for your vaccination. Or maybe we can combine the two? I’m not sure where the 
needle gets inserted, but I’m sure it will help with the high notes.

Mayfield Youth Band

Same as above. But when the doors do re-open we are going to need lots of new players to 
make up for lost time. Beginners welcome, and we could do with a few takers for what we call 
low brass, things like trombones and tubas. They are a lot of fun, enabling small people to make 
very big noises. Make a note in your post-Covid diary and come and give it a try.

Simon Rudge, 872007, simon@mayfieldband.co.uk



MAYFIELD HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Great Dixter Zoom talk - Painting with Plants the Great Dixter Way

As you know, we have sadly had to cancel this year’s Autumn Supper due to Covid restrictions 
in the Hall, but instead, on Friday, 20th November at 7.30pm we have arranged the first live 
one-hour Zoom lecture exclusively for local Horticultural Societies with the legendary Fergus 
Garrett, entitled ‘Painting with Plants the Great Dixter Way’. In his inimitable style, Fergus will 
take us through how he composes the world-renowned plantings at Great Dixter, and there 
will surely be some beautiful images to inspire us. Fergus is a great speaker and there is always 
something to take away from his talks. Elsewhere in the Newsletter is a stunning poster Great 
Dixter has created for the event.

As you know, Great Dixter is one of the nation’s great gardens, and has been instrumental in 
educating and inspiring gardeners, young and old, across the world in the Dixter Arts and Craft 
style. Although the garden has been open since July, numbers of visitors have been severely 
restricted due to Covid restrictions. As with all charities, income is well below normal levels. 
They need our help now more than ever.

The speaker for the Autumn Supper is always well-known and therefore, considerably more 
expensive than our regular speakers. The cost of the speaker is factored into the cost of 
the event. So there will be a charge for this talk at £10 per head, and all proceeds will be 
going to the Great Dixter Charitable Trust. For the first 50 members to book and pay, your 
Society will subsidise your payment and the cost to you will be just £5. The closing date for 
bookings/payment is the 11th November, in order to allow time to transfer funds to Great 
Dixter and receive joining instructions. Our bank details are: Mayfield Horticultural & Gardeners 
Association, Account number 53068424, Sort code 60-21-20, reference Dixter Zoom. Or you 
can drop off a cheque to the Mayfacs office on  Court Meadow. We hope as many of you as 
possible will join us and support Great Dixter at the same time.

If you are not already using Zoom, it’s free to download onto a PC, iPhone or iPad and is 
easy to operate. If you’d like to learn how to download Zoom, please contact us at chair@
mayfieldhorticulturalsociety.org.uk or phone 872726. We are hoping that by the time you read 
this, we will also be able to offer you the option of watching the talk in the Memorial Hall if we 
can sort out the technical details and, of course, Covid restrictions permitting.

Tessa Crowe, chair@mayfieldhorticulturalsociety.org.uk 
www.mhs.mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk



FIVE ASHES HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Last month I wrote that we intended to hold our AGM with restricted attendance but the risks 
and restrictions meant that we unanimously decided not to do so. Instead, we will circulate the 
reports written for it and telephone calls confirmed that officers and committee all agreed to 
serve again. We all hope for a return to (as near as possible) normal next year.

We held the weigh-in of the village pumpkin-growing competition at the Five Ashes Inn on the 
28th September. 

The prizes were awarded as follows:-

      Weight

1st  Tim & Claire Hall   48.7kg

2nd   Bob Peate   39.4kg

3rd  Judith Peate   0.3kg

There were seven entries in total.

On 29th September we held the weigh-in for the Five Ashes Schoolchildren’s pumpkin-growing 
competition on the playground. The prizes were awarded as follows:-

      Weight

1st  Seb Baker   32.1kg

2nd   Sasha Bell   14.0kg

3rd  Ben, Lucy & Will Vincent-Smith 13.0kg

There were ten entries in total.

Congratulations to everybody who managed to grow a pumpkin in a challenging year.

Graham Playfoot 01825 830511



MAYFIELD EVENING WI

The October meeting scheduled for 13th, sadly, had to be cancelled after the revised 
government guidelines came into force. We will have to wait and see what happens over the 
next few months before once again reconvening.

In the meantime, a monthly Mayfield WI newsletter continues to be sent to all members 
keeping them up to date and providing items of general interest. The County newsletter is also 
distributed by email or home delivery to those without a computer.

Jenni Roberts has found a website called the ‘WI Wanderers’ on Facebook which members can 
join that gives links to a variety of activities and talks, mainly free, organised by other Institutes 
around the UK, ranging from crafts, art, gardening and history. This might well be of interest to 
some of our membership.

A star is in our midst! Longstanding member and former President, Margaret Harris has had 
her entry for the National Federation of WIs prestigious Denman Cup Short Story Competition 
put forward by the East Sussex Federation. Her amusing words will be published in the next 
editions of both the County and Mayfield WI newsletter.

Treasurer, Jenny Whittall has done a sterling job in producing the end of year accounts. Jenny 
has also managed to enhance our funds through gift aid.

Three Committee members, Margaret Rae, Yverne Roscoe and Debs Findlater have decided to 
step down this November. They have been very supportive in different ways over the past few 
years and deserve a huge vote of thanks for all their time and efforts which have been much 
appreciated. Anne Clayton has kindly agreed to being co-opted, and we hope one or two 
others might be persuaded to join too! The President, Secretary and Treasurer have all agreed 
to stay on for the time being. The remaining other Committee members should also be given 
sincere thanks for all their help and valuable time.

Thanks to Rachael Chattle, who has managed to reinstate the flowers for the Tetrarch memorial 
in St Dunstan’s church. Rachael will personally provide the arrangements for the next few 
months.

Anyone interested in finding out more about Mayfield WI can contact me by phone or email.

Claire Montagu, (President); cbmontagu@hotmail.com 872648



MIND BODY SPIRIT 

My new favourite book is by Shunmyo Masuno, ‘Zen: The Art of Simple Living’ (Penguin). It’s a 
spiritual recipe book and here is one of my favourites so far because I identify with it so much 
– every day I make frothy coffee all the way from grinding the beans, making the expresso, 
and frothing the oat milk right down to making sure it looks nice with chocolate dusting for  
‘Mrs J.’ - a nice deliberate slowing down.

“Number 7. Make A Delicious Cup Of Coffee: The happiness to be found in taking your time. 

When we eliminate effort, we eliminate life’s pleasures What do you do when you want a cup of 
coffee? If you’re at home, you turn on the coffee maker. Or if you’re out, you buy a cheap cup 
of coffee. These are both perfectly natural. But imagine a different scenario.

First, you go out into the woods and collect firewood. You make a fire and boil water. As you 
grind the coffee beans, you look up at the sky and say, ‘What a beautiful day.’ Coffee brewed 
this way is likely to taste much better than coffee from a machine. The reason why, perhaps, 
is because each step in the process has been brought to life – collecting firewood, starting 
the fire, grinding the beans. There is nothing extraneous in any of these actions. That is what 
I call living. Life requires time and effort. That is to say, when we eliminate time and effort, we 
eliminate life’s pleasures. Every so often, experience the flip side of convenience.”

Philip James



POETRY CORNER 

A POEM WRITTEN IN MARCH AT THE BEGINNING OF LOCKDOWN…

Not a plane in the sky, nor a car on the road, 
Just the solitary truck delivering its lorry load, 
Loo rolls and bread, marmite and cheese, 
These should be enough to satisfy my needs, 
Though some pasta and wine and tomato sauce 
Would certainly help me stay the course.

Grey squirrels in the trees, butterflies and bumble bees, 
The sounds of the birds, the sight of a robin, 
Welcome signs that tell me spring is a comin’. 
And as the bluebells start to carpet our woods, 
I am hopeful that things will soon be as they should.

So don’t despair too much about lockdown, 
Try to smile and not to frown. 
Clean air and cleaner seas, no acid rain, just greener trees. 
Less fracking, less drilling, less messing with Mother Earth, 
Now that she has time to heal and to re-birth.

For remember, we are eternal, through our prodigy, our seed, 
Just like the flowers of my beloved Mayfield.

Martin Bugeja, East Street, Mayfield



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY – OCTOBER ONWARDS - ALL 
ENTRIES ARE SUBECT TO CHANGE – PLEASE CONTACT ALL 

GROUPS TO CONFIRM

November:
Sunday  01 Slow Film Festival  www.slowfilmfesival.com 

Friday  13 Matinee Film  Memorial Hall   1.30pm

Saturday  14 Matinee Film  Memorial Hall   1.30pm

Friday  20  Mayfield Horticultural Society Zoom    TBC

Sunday  29 St Dunstan’s Advent Carols     6.00pm

December:
Sunday  20 St Dunstan’s Carol Service 1    6.00pm

Tuesday  22 St Dunstan’s Carol Service 2    6.00pm

Thursday  24 St Dunstan’s Midnight Eucharist   11.00pm

Friday  25 St Dunstan’s Family Eucharist    10.15am
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01435 884141 or 07765 200423 



Traditional 
Mole, Mice,  

Rabbits, Rats, 
and 

Squirrel catcher 
(No poisons used) 

Traditional methods only 

PETER KING 
Mobile:- 07432 813614 

Email 
pkingmoles@outlook.com 

Mayfield and Five Ashes 

J C Moore Gardening 

Tree, Shrub and Herbaceous Border 
 Care ● Weeding ● Garden  

Maintenance ● Mowing ● Leaf  
Clearance ● Seasonal Pruning ●  
Experienced Estate Gardener 

Contact Jonathan 
01323 657477  
07547 294751 







Yoga 
MAYFIELD MEMORIAL HALL 

Thursdays 10am-11am ( Chair-based) 
Fridays 9.30am-11.00am 

WE L 
TH 

W A

E 
BROAD OAK VILLAGE HALL 

Thursdays 7pm-8.30pm 
P M B 

I 
OUR WORK HO A FI ·LD AWAY. 

Both halls have covid-secure measures in place 
For more information please contact: 

Sarah Ratcliffe 
Registered British Wheel of Yoga Teacher 

01435 873310, 07721009549 
sarah@sarahratcl iffeyoga. co. uk 

WWW.TH ARTI NOE I N R LTD. 0.UI 
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07855 385 824 
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RUSDENS HOME II "-h,yi,c,-i, 

Opening Hours: 
Tuesday, Thursday & Friday:  9.30 – 4.30  (From 9th November 

Monday to Saturday 9.30 – 4.30)  
Saturday: 9.30 - 12.30pm 

Fill your home with decorative accessories; add stylish finishing touches and 
discover presents and greeting cards for all occasions 

Post Office Services include: Banking (take cash out, pay cash & cheques in), 
Shopping Returns, Car Tax, Parcel Force, One 4 All Gift Cards, Gas, Electric & Mobile 

Top Ups, Foreign Currency and Bill Paying plus many more - just ask Jo 

Rusdens Home/ Post Office, High Street, Mayfield, East Sussex, TN20 6AB 
T: 01435 873330 E: io@rusdenshome.co.uk 





We welcome photographs for the Newsletter of local events. Please do send us your pictures to 
mayfieldnewsletter2012@gmail.com

LEST WE FORGET


