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WELCOME FROM THE EDITORS

We hope that all our readers have had a lovely festive Christmas time 
and are looking forward to the new decade. (where has the time gone 

since the Millennium celebrations?)

We regret that the December Newsletter was a little late. On such occasions we would ask for your forbearance. 
It is well to remember that all involved with the Newsletter are dedicated unpaid volunteers. We do our best 
and strive to meet high standards and to have the Newsletter in the various outlets by 1st or 2nd of the month. 
On this occasion the difficulty was a slight delay in getting the Advertising Copy together compounded by a 
break down at our printers at just the wrong moment.

Attentive readers of the Newsletter may be aware that we have an issue regarding Advertising. Sophie our 
Advertising Secretary said in September that she would have to step down for personal/business reasons. 
She has very kindly soldiered on since then whilst we have tried to find a replacement and we are very grateful 
to her but she now has to cease for good at the end of December. We have done what we can to find a 
replacement e.g. by putting up notices in Mayfield premises, posting something on Facebook, mentioning it 
repeatedly in this Newsletter and giving one editorial over entirely to this topic, speaking at a U3A meeting, 
putting out feelers to well-connected people in the community etc.

Despite this at the time of going to press we don’t have a successor to Sophie. If we are without a new 
Advertising Secretary by the middle of January then we shall have to cease taking new ads or renewing 
existing ads. If that situation continues inevitably the number of ads will decrease month by month so that by 
the end of the year there will be virtually no ads. 

Donations towards the Newsletter are very welcome but not sufficient in themselves. Advertising revenue 
provides the bulk of the Newsletter’s incoming funds. If there is no advertising revenue the Newsletter will 
not be able to continue in its current form. To manage the situation for as long as possible we would during 
the course of the year have to reduce expense by for example reducing or even eliminating the colour pages, 
reducing the amount of content and reducing the number of copies printed. As the Newsletter becomes less 
attractive it is reasonable to assume that donations would diminish. 

Don’t therefore say that you’ve not been warned. Everything that makes this village not just a pretty place to 
live but one that has a warm, friendly and effective community depends on individuals being willing to use 
their talents for the good of others. Are you the person that can help to continue that wonderful tradition?

We are sorry to have to write in such stark terms but all more restrained approaches seem to have failed. If anyone 
is inspired to enquire about what is involved or even better to apply please email mayfieldnewsletter2012@
gmail.com or phone 872202. All involved with the Newsletter are a very friendly bunch even if we do say it 
ourselves!

Having got that off our chests may we wish you all a Very Happy New Year.

The Editors

Copy should be submitted at the latest by noon on the 15th. Early submissions are encouraged. Please send an email to mayfieldnewsletter2012@
gmail.com with the name of your organisation or the topic of your copy in the Subject line; or deliver hand-written copy to The Shopping Basket (3, 
Station Road, Mayfield). Please show on all submissions the subject, name of author and a contact number in case of queries. Ideally type in Arial 

(not Arial Black) 11pt. 

For advertising copy contact Sophie Leaney - email mfanadvertising@outlook.com also by 15th.

Unless otherwise stated the views expressed in MAYFIELD & FIVE ASHES NEWSLETTER are those of the contributors, and not of the Editors and 
Committee. The Editors reserve the right to omit, cut, or amend any contribution offered for publication.

Finally, unless otherwise stated, telephone numbers given are those for the Mayfield village area and therefore, if phoning from outside the area, 

should be prefixed with 01435.



PLANS FOR THE NEW COMMUNITY HALL AND HEALTH 
CENTRE: YOUR VIEWS

From Woodhill Surgery

It is a shame that some residents feel disappointed 
with the Parish Council supporting the future 
development and I firmly believe that they are in 
fact safeguarding the future generations of Mayfield 
residents.

 Whilst some have said that the surgery has been 
“inadequate” for many years, this is an expression 
I would prefer not to use as I run the risk of closure 
if I do! But it is also true to say that we have done 
everything available to us, within the constraints, 
since we took over in 2013 to improve the practice 
and service we provide to our patients. However, 
we have reached the stage where improvements 
to our current premises are not possible and the 
only option to retain a GP service in Mayfield would 
be to find an alternative property.  This venture is 
to secure the future of a GP provision in Mayfield, 
without it I cannot say what the future holds for our 
patients.

I understand concerns with the timing of this 
consultation, but I would urge residents not to rush 
into a decision as the consultation does last for 4 
weeks and the deadline is the 17th January 2020 for 
voting papers to be returned. 

As mentioned in my article published in December 
2019; Since 2013 when we took over the contract 
to provide GP services to the area, we have been 
approached several times and attempts have been 
made to develop/re-locate Woodhill Surgery.  On 
each occasion these attempts have been proven 
to be unsuccessful, mainly because of planning 
permission but also the expectation that the 
GP Partners of Woodhill surgery would fund the 
purchase of land and development in its entirety. 
This certainly is not an option and more than likely 
not even an option for NHS England.   The only 
option available to us now and then would be to 
lease a property with the support from NHS England 
and our CCG under a GMS contract.

I recall communication in 2014 and again in 2018 
when the offer to purchase potential land at Erleigh 
was raised and this was indeed one of the many 
unsuccessful attempts.  I stated then that the 
partners were not in a position to fund the purchase 

of land, let alone fund the cost of a development 
and we were seeking a lease hold property.  The 
only other option to consider would be land that 
was donated to us in order to develop a GP surgery 
and again, a developer would have to be involved 
as we would not consider freehold.

 The idea of GP’s or the NHS purchasing land and 
building a GP surgery is not an option, it may have 
been back in the 90’s but certainly is not an option 
now and we reply on developers financing such a 
project and GP partnerships agreeing a lease to 
accommodate and operate from the said premises.

 More recently, the partners and I were approached 
by Mayfield and Five Ashes Parish Council to 
consider joining forces for the development of our 
surgery.  Wealden District Council agree to fund the 
build and in effect would become our landlord, this 
options seems the perfect solution to seal the future 
of Woodhill Surgery but more importantly a new, 
larger purpose built premises will enable us to offer 
advanced services closer to home, cutting down 
on referrals to secondary care and offer premises 
where we meet all necessary, national compliance 
requirements and also provide a facility to staff that 
protects their wellbeing, assists with staff retention 
and recruitment projects.

A new purpose built premises that allows the GP’s 
to lease from a valued developer/landlord such 
as Wealden District Council will future proof a 
village based GP surgery and offer facilities that are 
stronger and fit for future use.   

Published articles and comments clearly do not 
support a new GP surgery at Court Meadow yet 
make little mention of the Community Hall which 
requires major repair work. A new community centre 
with stunning views, ample parking and generating 
revenue, why not combine the two?  Seal the future 
for generations to come, surely it makes total sense 
especially for those that are patients? 

Andrew Cornell – Practice Manager – Woodhill 
Surgery



Save Our Court Meadow!!

These are some additional comments to our 
December Newsletter contribution where we 
argued and we continue to argue in this January 
Newsletter against the Parish Council’s Proposed 
New Mayfield Community and Heath Centre as it a) 
encroaches on our very precious recreational Court 
Meadow and compromises it’s recreational value, 
and, b) at the same time wishing to encourage a 
proper discussion on alternative sites for a new 
Medical Centre and in less rushed circumstances. 

We attended the 3 hour (N.B. not an Open Day as 
per the letter to individual Householders) Open 
Session at London House on 7th December and 
were informed that at such short notice the Memorial 
Hall was not available. As the Parish Council is 
rushing Mayfield & Five Ashes Householders into 
a decision re the Proposed New Community Hall 
and Health Centre (the New Centre), the decision 
to hold an Open Session in London House and not 
the Memorial Hall was not at all helpful in terms 
of determining the exact positioning of the new 
proposed building and car park on Court Meadow. 
At the next, in situ, 3 hour Open Session, on the 
4th January, we would hope that the Parish Council 
will be able to show as per Annex 2 where exactly 
the proposed new building and car park will be 
sited for all to see. From the Illustrative Diagrams it 
would appear that the proposed building would be 
sited where there are the best views of our AONB. 

Moreover, householders have been sent limited 
background information re the New Centre. The 
placards shown in London House showed an 
incorrect increase in the floor area of the proposed 
Health Centre; this will actually be an increase 
of almost 4 times the floor area of the existing 
Woodhill Surgery premises. So, how many GPs will 
be accommodated in this new Surgery, and what 
are such a large Health Centre’s prospects, given 
the closure of the nearby Rotherfield Surgery as 
replacement GPs cannot be found for those who 
are retiring? 

Indeed, as for the New Community Hall, will people 
outside the locality be permitted to use it in spite of 
not contributing to its funding? Will Mayfield & Five 
Ashes residents be charged for the use of the Hall’s 
facilities? We understand the proposed café is 

critical to the funding of the Proposed Community 
Hall but how will this affect existing cafes on the 
High Street, especially when the proposed café 
would enjoy the best views of the Village! 

As for the financial implications, Annex 1 of the 
‘background’ information sent to Householders 
shows a 3.5% increase in the overall council tax bill 
based on 2019-20 figures to repay the proposed 
£2.35 million loan over 25 years. However, the loan 
from the Public Works Loan Board is fixed at 2.9%, 
so, the Parish is being asked to pay an extra 0.6% 
on the loan on 2019-20 and there is no reference 
as to the future precept and whether the precept 
will be fixed or floating over 25 years? In addition, 
Annex 1, shows a mass of data on the precept 
determined by Council Band, BUT 2 columns of 
data are unnecessarily repeated, namely, ‘Increase 
£ pa’ and ‘Increase £ pm’, demonstrating that these 
proposals are being rushed!

The Parish Council will not consider other options 
as the Parish Council’s view is that individual 
landowners must have separate discussions with 
the Surgery and also with Wealden. However, the 
Surgery is not interested in any discussions unless 
the Proposed Health Centre on Court Meadow 
is not approved. There is, also, a policy vacuum 
in Wealden until the Government appointed 
Inspector publishes her findings as to the soundness 
of Wealden’s proposed Local Plan. How can the 
Parish Council be seen to be acting in the best 
interests of the Community without considering 
other options? We are, therefore, presented with an 
expensive fait accompli for which Court Meadow, 
our Village’s best communal open space, will suffer 
the consequences.

We would, therefore, urge householders to 
maintain the status quo of Court Meadow. The 
Parish Council should not be rushing through this 
pivotal decision, when alternative sites have not 
been investigated, and when such encroachment 
on green space is unlikely to be reversible which 
should also be considered in the context of homes 
becoming smaller and smaller where the need for a 
large recreational area will be a real necessity.

Roger and Clare Harvey

Congratulations

I would like to congratulate the Mayfield and 
Five Ashes Parish Council, Wealden Council and 
Woodhill Surgery for their great effort in trying to 
solve the age-old dilemma of a new Village Hall 

and a sensible new Doctors surgery. I have been 
a resident since early 1975 and this has been an 
issue for most of that time. I feel that the setting for 
both of these very important village centres should 



be in the centre of the village so that it caters for 
each extremity of the village. Anywhere else would 
make it very difficult and in fact impossible for 
residents to reach, as some residents have to walk 
rather than drive. So I do hope the majority of the 
village are in agreement with the proposed and 
well thought out plan and will endorse the concept 
of having a Centre in the middle of Mayfield which 
is so important for the wellbeing of our historic and 
wonderful village. It would be wonderful as well to 
have far more parking in the centre of Mayfield as 
it is now near impossible to park on most days for 

attending various functions.  

If Punnets Town, which is far smaller than historic 
Mayfield, can have a modern surgery attached to 
a modern village hall then it is about time Mayfield 
had one too! I feel strongly that finance is of the 
utmost to be spent sensibly and that any more 
money spent on the old Village Hall would be a 
waste. The money could be better used in a new 
building. I love the space in Court Meadow but 
there would still be plenty of room for everyone.

Jane Childs

The New Village Hall and MAYFACS

I am surprised that no mention is made of the much-valued MAYFACS organization in the proposals recently 
put forward by the Parish Council. The document sent to each householder in the parish make a cogent case 
for the Woodhill Surgery to be incorporated within the village hall project. However, the Mayfield and Five 
Ashes Community Services are not referred to at all. MAYFACS has rapidly become an important addition to 
the lives of people in Mayfield and Five Ashes. The well-being of people relies on the links between issues 
of health and social cohesion. Both are served by the surgery and MAYFACS, two essential elements that 
support a successful and caring community.

MAYFACS touches on the lives of many: directly on the people they serve but also their friends, relatives and 
carers. All of us have been enriched by their work. The Parish Council have been supportive of the project, 
and rightly so. I hope they will find an appropriate way to give MAYFACS a prominent position in future plans 
for the village hall project.    

Pat Robson.

Development on Court Meadow                                                                             

Full of good intentions as regards a new Memorial Hall and a Surgery, the Parish Council has lost sight of its 
role in protecting Court Meadow. This comes out in the material that the Parish Council sent out to residents 
in the first week of December.  Under ‘Diagrams’, last sentence, the Parish Council says that on completion 
of its project it “would undertake a pledge not to allow any further encroachment into Court Meadow”. What 
most of today’s Parish Councillors might not know is that the same type of pledge was made just 5 years ago.  

The Parish Council project, spreading out into the Meadow, more than doubles the footprint of the existing 
Memorial Hall and car park.  Again under ‘Diagrams’, we read that space taken for this project will be replaced 
by opening up unused areas so there is “no nett loss of mown grass”.  This completely fails to understand 
the value of the Meadow in its mix of mown and un-mown areas. 

At the root of the Parish Council’s predicament is that it is trying to do two quite different things in one go, 
involving the gift of part of Court Meadow and an increase in the Parish Precept of 123%.  It is trying to deal 
with some form of renewal of the Memorial Hall, while at the same time getting involved with the development 
of NHS and private health services in Mayfield.  It is putting at risk existing catering and pharmacy services 
in the village.

It is for the Committee running the Memorial Hall to put forward a fully funded case to the village for renovation 
(which according to the Parish Council need not be for 5-10 years anyway). The Parish Council could then 
decide whether or not it could support any project and to what extent, putting this to the village separately.

As regards the apparent need for a new Surgery, should Wealden want to pursue this (in liaison with the 
NHS and our GPs contracted to the NHS), it can seek the Parish Council’s advice.  But, as to sites for any 
new Surgery, Court Meadow appears to be a sitting duck, undefended by its guardians, with some of its land 
being offered on the cheap. If the need for a new Surgery is that strong, then there are alternative sites.  But 
they all require a proper investment, by Wealden and the NHS.



The questionnaire from the Parish Council, to a very tight timetable, puts 4 questions with yes/no answers to 
a very complicated proposal. All of these questions merit a straight ‘No’. My hope is that the Parish Council 
holds back and seeks the advice of our MP as to future NHS policy and spending, so we can all make a more 
considered decision.                    

Peter Driscoll    

Mayfield Community and Health Centre - Comments and Option ‘B’

Thank you MPC for providing information about the proposed new village centre. I would like to make some 
constructive comments:

1. Position: The new Centre, as shown on the proposed site plan, will be situated where the existing Memorial 
Hall is now, but also extends significantly to the east i.e. down Court Meadow. A depth of about 30 yards of 
grass will be lost, say level with the top edge of the adventure playground. Sensibly, the extra car parking is 
on the road (west) side, but also will extend well past the Band Hut to the north. Overall, including the new 
car parks (double the present capacity), the ‘footprint’ of the new will be about twice the old. The project 
claims to ‘minimise intrusion into the existing grass’ – in fact a significant area of Court Meadow will be lost. 

In my opinion it would be wrong to extend any buildings or carpark further than the tarmac path that leads 
to the skateboard park. This is a gorgeous open area which should not be spoiled. Fortunately, this problem 
can be solved by moving the new Centre further north – there is an area of rough land, part scrubby wood, 
where the old youth hut used to stand. The new build could fit in here very well.

2. Construction And Access: The construction phase, which will take at least a year, is important, both 
to keep the hall facilities available to the village, and to avoid other disruption. If the Centre is built where 
currently planned, the old hall will be demolished to clear the construction site, and the adjacent car park 
will most likely be full of contractor’s vans and material deliveries. Site safety will probably require the whole 
site to be fenced off. 

Again, a solution is possible. Once the Centre location is moved north (as suggested above), construction can 
proceed with minimal disruption to either the old hall or the tarmac carpark, although the carpark extension 
would be lost during this period. Further, a short new access would be required to the main road, to allow 
construction without going in the main entrance; this could be useful long-term, for Centre car access. Two 
possible locations for this access road would be – just north of the fire station, emerging opposite the main 
drive to Mayfield School, or perhaps between the telephone exchange and flats. Another option would be 
to build in 2 stages – complete the new Community Centre first, then demolish the old hall and use that site 
to add the new Health Centre.

3. Building Design: There is a Perspective Illustration which gives an idea of how the completed centre 
would look. Clearly a modern style has been proposed. Mayfield is a traditional Sussex village, and most 
residents (including myself) much prefer new builds to be in keeping with the old designs. Flat roofs are well 
known to be a maintenance problem (and please no trendy grass roofing!). Therefore I would like to see the 
adoption of brick walls and pitched tile roofs.

Rob Foster                                                                                                         



MAYFACS(Mayfield & Five Ashes Community Services)

www.mayfacs.org.uk

A Happy New Year from all of us at MAYFACS.

New Community Centre & the MAYFACS extension - By the time you read this, we will be in the midst of 
the consultation period on the new community centre and doctor’s surgery. People have commented to us 
that must affect our extension plans and yes it does. Because of that we have put our plans on hold until we 
know the outcome of the questionnaire, which will be at the end of this month. More news in a while.

MAYFACS Activities - If you’ve not come to anything before, why not give us a try this year. We have a 
good spread of ages attending and transport can usually be provided. You really do not need to be well into 
retirement to attend any of our activities. You might like a bit of company, or a chance to socialise, whatever 
age you are.

Coffee Morning - Calling all ages from babes in arms to great grannies & grandads, please come to our 
coffee morning in London House on Wednesday 29th January. This is a fund raiser towards our new toddler 
group which are we are hoping to start soon. This will be a toddler group with a difference so come and find 
out more. We need your opinions as well so please pop in and see us from 10 until 12 am.

MAYFACS Tea Dance -Save the Date- Saturday 8th Feb 2020. We are organising a tea dance and afternoon 
tea on Saturday 8th Feb 2020 from 2-4.30pm in Mayfield Memorial Hall. This will be a fun afternoon where we 
have Homefront LindyHop providing dance demonstrations and teachers, and great music from the 40s and 
50s. You don’t need to be able to dance or have a partner! You can come and watch and listen or join in and 
it is for all ages. A great afternoon of entertainment! Tickets cost £10 and are available from the Shopping 
Basket and from us in the office. Please let us know if you need transport to get here.

Matinee Film - We have another good film for you this month on Friday 10th : ‘All is True’ with Kenneth 
Branagh, Judy Dench and Ian McKellen in the cast. Doors open at 1.30pm, entrance is £5 and tea and delicious 
cake will be served in the interval. Other dates (all Fridays) and films are:

Feb 14 Green Book

Mar 13 Mrs Lowry and Son

We look forward to welcoming you along. No need to book, just turn up. 

Tuesday Afternoon Club - Come and join us on January 7th 2020 to hear about “My Life as an Extra” where 
the new programmes for 2020 will also be available.

Wednesday Tea and Chat in Five Ashes - This takes place on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month in 
the village hall in Five Ashes from 2.30-4pm. £2 per person and includes tea. New for 2020, there will be a talk 
or activity at one of the meetings each month. This is a very friendly group, so do come along and ring us if 
you need transport.

New Carers Group for the Village - The third Wednesday of each month 10.00 till 12.00 am in London House 
in the High Street, Mayfield, we will be starting a new group for carers. If you support someone who couldn’t 
manage without your help, why not come along! Care for the Carers will be running this group, which will be 
open to all carers. They are looking to have lots of talks and activities for carers living within our community. A 
chance to meet others in a similar situation, have a cuppa and a chat. No need to book, just turn up. 

Dementia Awareness - We have access to use a “Tovertafel”. This is an interactive, projector which projects 
games/ challenges specifically designed for people with Dementia. If you are a carer or know someone with 
dementia who might be interested, please do get in touch with us. 



Man Shed - The next meeting is Wednesday 15 January, 2pm at the Bowls Club, Vale Road, Mayfield. If you 
would like to find out more about this group, please do get in touch with us.

Outings – All open for booking NOW - We have a new programme of outings for 2020 and some of them 
are on other days rather than Mondays. Do please call in for the programme. Here are the dates and places 
already booked in! We feel we have something for everyone to be tempted to get out and about! If you have 
any ideas for future trips please come and talk to me and I will put them on the list for the following year.

FRI 3rd JAN     Pantomime, Peter Pan, Tonbridge 

MONDAY 27th JAN   Notcutts Garden Centre, Hassocks 

THURS 27th FEB   Darwins House, Dartford

MONDAY 30TH MARCH  Newhaven Fort 

MONDAY 27TH APRIL  Bluebell Walk, Heaven Farm 

THURSDAY 21st MAY   Great Dixter House and Gardens

TUESDAY 2nd JUNE   Weald & Downland Living Museum, Singleton Coach trip 

MONDAY 29TH JUNE  Eagle Heights Wildlife Sanctuary, Dartford 

MONDAY 27TH JULY    Firle Place 

MONDAY 24TH AUGUST  Michelham Priory

MONDAY 28TH SEPTEMBER  Rye  

MONDAY 26TH OCTOBER  Sheffield Park Gardens

MONDAY 30TH NOVEMEBER  Lewes 

MONDAY 14TH DECEMBER  Bowling, Hailsham 

Outings forms are available from us in the office or one can be emailed to you – just contact Freya. Please 
complete them and enclose payment in an envelope for our attention.

Printing, Photocopying, Scanning, Laminating Services - Please call and see us if you want to make use 
of one of these services. We can do a maximum of A3 size. If you put the document into PDF format, on a 
memory stick, we can print it from that or photocopy from a hard copy. Basic prices are 5p per A4 mono and 
10p per A4 colour for copying. Come and see us to find out more.

Easyfundraising - For those things that you can’t get in the village and you need to online shop for, please 
go through our easyfundraising site and earn extra pennies for us as a charity. It doesn’t cost you anything! 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/mayfacs/

Contact Details – Shirley Holland, Alex Firrell or Freya Huxtable

Most Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays (AM only on Weds) – next to the Memorial Hall (look for the sign 
outside, when it’s not raining!)

Telephone: Shirley 07908 516 875 or Freya 07389 050605

www.mayfacs.org.uk

Emails: manager@mayfacs.org.uk , alexandra@mayfacs.org.uk,  freya@mayfacs.org.uk

Also email John for information about the Man Shed at manshed@mayfacs.org.uk

If you prefer to write, please leave a letter at The Shopping Basket



FEATURES
REMINISCENCES FROM JOHN LOGAN 

Continuing my look back at 19th and early 20th 
century farming.

There were at least two other ways of financing 
the improvement of an estate. The first combining 
business with pleasure was a good marriage. In 
other words, make sure your intended has a hefty 
dowry. An old aunt of mine used to sum this up as 
‘don’t marry for money but marry where money 
is’! Cynical or practical? The second was to get an 
appointment from the crown or government which 
could be worth many thousands of pounds a year.   

An early improver was Jethro Tull who originated 
“horse hoe” husbandry, in other words growing 
crops in rows so that they could be cultivated 
mechanically. His idea was based on a false 
premise about how plants were fed but his name 
has lived on in a pop group. Round the late 18th 
century landowners began to form societies and vie 
with each other to invent new methods or breed 
improved strains of animals. At that time the vast 
majority of land was rented from estates. Small 
owner occupiers were quite rare.   

There were lots of local sheep breeds, some not 
very good and Robert Bakewell was one of the first 
to unify and improve the Leicester breed. Locally, 
Elland of Glyda did the same for the Southdown. 
There is a story, one hopes apocryphal, about the 
farmer who felt that he had bred a perfect ram and 
invited the local lord to come to dinner to inspect it 
and pay a huge sum for it. The farmer told his bailiff 
to present the ram in the dining room for inspection. 
This he duly did, the ram roasted to perfection and 

carried in on a charger by a burly footman!

The enclosures, by giving more incentive to treat 
the soil well, allowed the idea of rotating crops to 
develop whereas under the strip system one or 
two years of cereals would be followed by a fallow. 
The best known rotation was the Norfolk four 
course where over four years the land would carry 
wheat, barley, roots and clover, the latter helping to 
reinvigorate the soil. For a number of years farmers 
on decent land did well helped by increasing 
mechanisation. The people who did not do so well 
were the farm workers, who, at the same time that 
lots of men were returning from the Napoleonic 
wars seeking work, found some of their jobs being 
taken over by machines. This led to rioting and 
burning which was severely punished.

In 1846 the government, concerned about rural 
poverty and the cost of bread repealed the corn laws 
which opened the way for cheap imports of food 
from our growing colonies. Further problems came 
in the form of several years of very unfavourable 
weather in the 70’s and 80’s. Farming was at very 
low ebb for many years and landlords had great 
difficulty letting farms, often having to offer rent 
free years rather than leave a farm uncultivated. 
During the end of the 19th century and early years 
of the 20th farming was still a struggle.

At the start of World War 1 farmers became wanted 
again (not for them but their produce); the Women’s 
Land Army was founded and it looked as though 
the future was bright.

EARTHWORMS - WITHOUT WHOM NONE OF THIS WOULD BE POSSIBLE

We can spend all day planting and pruning, weeding and seeding, grunting and groaning in our gardens but 
it’s time to face the facts folks. Us gardeners aren’t the ones who are doing the hard work. The real toil is in the 
soil – the engine room of the garden. Because down there, beneath our wellies, earthworms are wriggling, 
recycling and reincarnating our gardens. 

They’re so easily taken for granted. An earthworm isn’t much to look at. A tube made of muscles with a 
mouth at one end and a bum at the other but he and she (they’re hermaphrodites) is responsible for making 
your garden grow. These burrowing beauties really mix it up in the mud. Some drag dead leaves deep 
underground while their wormcasts return essential minerals back to the surface. This improves soil structure 
and their tiny tunnels help with drainage and allow aeration. 

Cleopatra declared them to be sacred and Aristotle called earthworms ‘the intestines of the soil’. Indeed, 
at some point every bit of your garden would have passed through a worm’s belly. They munch their way 
through dead organic matter and make it available to even smaller decomposers - fungi and bacteria - who 
break it down even further. The nutrients released are reabsorbed by our plants. What once was dead is 



returned to the living. It’s one of those ‘circle of life’ things. 

There’s about 3000 different earthworm species worldwide with around 27 native species in Britain. There’s 
lobs under your lawn and brandlings in your compost bin. Some species live in leaf litter others dig deep in 
the soil. There could be up to 2 million worms working underground in an area the size of a football pitch.

Earthworms are part of a wildlife workforce that lives in your garden and provides an essential service for 
free. Birds, bees, beetles, fungi, hoverflies, woodlice and many others volunteer for us as pollinators, pest 
controllers, decomposers and recyclers.  All we need to do is give them a home and leave them to it and 
they’ll get on with the dirty work.  

But it’s the earthworm who is seen as the kingpin of the whole operation. “It may be doubted whether there 
are many other animals which have played so important a part in the history of the world as these lowly 
organised creatures”. Charles Darwin said that – and I’m not going to argue with him. We just can’t live 
without them. So it’s about time we start paying earthworms some respect and attention. Because when 
we’re all dead and buried they’ll be paying a whole lot of attention to us.

Michael Blencowe, Sussex Wildlife Trust

LITERARY CORNER

“Watching the  English” by  Kate Fox (2004 Edition)

 Since the publication of the more recent and 
detailed version of this book there is no doubt 
that some would find this 2004 edition somewhat 
dated, even before Brexit. However, without having 
read the later edition I found this original to be 
witty, entertaining and a veritable page-turner. 
An anthropologist, Kate Fox has made a highly 
observant study of what she considers a fascinating 
breed: the English. What causes us to be as we are? 
At first glance it might appear that the sources of 
those “English” traits described by the author are 
gross exaggerations. They include our snobbery, 
awkwardness with strangers, weather talk, excessive 
humour, accents and even our habitual tea-
drinking, can all be put down to what Fox calls the 
“English Dis-Ease”.  The author believes it is a form 
of collective autism and agoraphobia is at the root 
of why the Englishman’s home really is his castle. 
Initially this may well strike the reader as absurd 
but as I read further, I increasingly felt that the 
lady knew what she was talking about. Questions 
arise as to why we are so fearful of giving offence, 
causing us to be so excessively well-mannered 
that we apologize to somebody who bumps into 
us, why we are so anxious to form queues, why we 
constantly take refuge in humour, why we so always 
want to understate and of course, what makes us so 
hypocritical.

Our Dis-ease with each other may well contribute 
not only to our reluctance to speak to strangers but 
also to our well-defined class divisions which have 
survived well into the 21st century. Even the border 
lines between classes are still easily identified 
through customs of speech, dress, attitudes, 
manners, choices of food, alcoholic beverages and 

even tea-drinking (including types of tea and the 
ways it is drunk). The ways in which the different 
social stratas celebrate their weddings, funerals, 
comings-of-age etc. as well of course as their sports 
and hobbies, are set out in intriguing detail.  Kate 
Fox maintains that these lifestyle customs are far 
more reliable class indicators than material wealth 
or career (As a non-expert I was surprized that no 
mention was made as to how the English social 
classes  seem ( to me at least) to have so significantly 
re-shaped themselves over the past sixty years). 

The author speaks at length about the Importance 
of Not Being Earnest and the English avoidance 
of “deep” conversation.  Along with the present-
day antipathy and indifference towards religion 
(never mention the G-word!), anti-intellectualism 
also thrives in this country. Inevitably the English 
abhorrence of public display of emotion is also 
mentioned. Despite our awkwardness however, the 
author believes that our open shows of modesty 
are in fact deceptive and that we are in reality as 
self-assured as other peoples. Much of our famed 
hypocrisy also comes from a genuinely well-
intentioned desire to avoid giving offence. Our 
pathological desire to avoid embarrassment at all 
costs and to never become in any way conspicuous, 
(one manifestation of this being in our understated 
dress sense) might cause us to wonder what has 
happened to our famed eccentricity? Kate Fox 
maintains that we are not nearly as eccentric as we 
popularly suppose and that those eccentricities 
as we do possess are highly conventionalised 
deviations from the norm, adhering to strict rules. 
We never, ever like to be too different from each 
other.



Oh dear, surely all this presents us English as a 
pretty dreary lot: drab in our dress, boring in our 
conversation, unoriginal in our ideas, and all this  
apparently unrelieved by  significant personality  
quirks! The author does note (along with our 
sense of humour) our desire for ‘Fair Play’ which 
manifests itself in many ways and particularly in the 
world of sport. The regrettable degree of football 
hooliganism as well as the ghastly manners of so 
many English abroad, she puts down to being 

the other side of the coin. When it comes to the 
question of what makes us as what we are, the 
author presents no good explanation. I personally 
believe that the English have been, and still are, 
too highly creative to be set down quite that 
“ordinary” as Kate Fox suggests. Whether or not 
one agrees with all the points raised in this book, I 
would recommend it as a good read.

Cynthia Baker

UP AND DOWN THE HIGH STREET

THE SHOPPING BASKET IS GOING GREEN

We want to do our bit to help reduce plastic waste and damage to the environment,  We now stock laundry 
detergent, fabric conditioner, hand soap and washing up liquid supplied by Bio D, a family owned, UK based, 
ethically motivated company dedicated to promoting the use of environmentally responsible detergents. 
Please bring your own bottles to refill or make use of our recycled ones.

We look forward to seeing you.

Joy and team

OUR CHURCHES
COLKINS MILL CHURCH

Phew - what a busy month December is for Churches! I hope you managed to make it to sing some carols 
and to hear again the wonderful story of Jesus being born. The world feels quite uncertain as we enter 
2020, and Jesus’ offer of light and hope seems all the more relevant. As well as Christmas services we really 
enjoyed a craft afternoon making lanterns from willow and strong tissue. There are some pictures from this 
happy event in this newsletter.

We would like to wish a Happy New Year to everyone in the village from all at Colkins Mill Church.

Steve Harland

ADVENT TALKS AT ST DUNSTANS

On a very wet Tuesday night I forced myself up the road to the Pink Cabbage for the first of four Advent talks 
organised by Father Nigel Prior with the title ‘Death’. I had been musing that afternoon about what the other 
talks were to be about, thinking it might be the four horsemen of the apocalypse. However, on checking, I 
discovered it was four traditional Advent themes: Death, Judgement, Heaven and Hell; all concerned with 
preparing us for receiving God’s kingdom in the person of His son. 

In fact, helped by a glass of wine, the first talk was gripping. Two consultants talked about their experience 
of dealing with those without hope of recovery and therefore, on a path, sometimes short sometimes long, 
toward death. It sounds grim but in fact the humanity of the speakers reminded us that this is also a phase of 
life and can be lived well and in a fulfilling way, just as it can also be difficult and upsetting. 

The second talk was from Father Nigel himself, overcoming familiarity by presenting the stark facts of how 
Climate Change is putting all our futures at risk and wondering what positive response Mayfield might show? 
Opinions were divided as to whether individuals might have any impact in this crisis– the facts of which all 
present seemed to agree upon.



With great trepidation I attended the third talk on Brexit: supposedly under the heading of ‘Heaven’ [some 
mistake surely?]. Fearing a shouting match worse than where to site the phone mast or the Medical centre, 
I took my No 1 flak jacket.. In the end it was a quite reasonable talk from a past head of East Sussex County 
Council – an avowed Brexiteer and Tory. Her emphasis was certainly on the more that unites us than divides 
us as well as enjoining us to always first see the other side of the argument. That didn’t stop a certain amount 
of tension in the room and even some robust challenge from Father Nigel! However, no blood was spilt and 
it was an apt reflection immediately before the rather decisive general election.. I am glad I went and look 
forward, at the time of writing, to number 4!

Philip James 

OUR SCHOOLS
Five Ashes CE Primary School

Christmas festivities are now in full swing and the children are in their final preparations for the whole school 
nativity. The school choir has also been very busy and wowing the local community with their beautiful voices. 
The whole school also experienced a wonderful performance of Peter Pan at the Assembly Hall in Tunbridge 
Wells. From everyone at Five Ashes CE Primary School we wish you all a wonderful Christmas and Happy 
New Year.

Mr Gurr, Head of School

Willow Class Fairy Tale Dress up day

Last Thursday the children celebrated their learning about Fairy Tales and castles by having a dress up day. All 
of the children came to school dressed up as a fairy tale character and during the day we decorated cookies. 
In the afternoon the Parents came in and we had a tea party. The children shared their amazing learning with 
their grown-ups and talked about what they had learnt this term. 

Saturday Carol Concert

On Saturday 7th December, ten children from Year 3-6 went to Five Ashes village hall to sing in a carol concert 
with Skippers Hill Manor Prep School. We sang 2 songs by ourselves: Oh Holy Night and Joseph’s Lullaby. 
Skippers Hill sang three songs and the rest of the carols we sang together and the audience joined in. The 
event was lovely, the children all sang beautifully and we all left feeling very festive.

Wednesday Lunch with MAYFACS

On Wednesday 11th December, nine children went to Five Ashes Village Hall to sing to MAYFACS. The 
children were very excited on the walk down to the hall. They sang four Christmas songs which were thoroughly 
enjoyed by the audience. After singing, the children were invited to join the MAYFACS for some squash and 
cake. The event was enjoyed by all.

Oak Class

This term the Oak class, Years 5/6 have been learning about the Victorians. One of the art lessons was to 
produce a silhouette of their own profile, an art form very popular in the 19th Century. 

These are the instructions they were given to follow: a silhouette is the image of a person, animal, object 
or scene represented as a solid shape of a single colour, usually black, with its edges matching the outline 
of the subject. The interior of a silhouette is featureless, and the silhouette is usually presented on a light 
background, usually white or none at all. They came out brilliantly with all of them recognisable.



ROUND AND ABOUT OUR VILLAGES
MAMMOTH JUMBLE SALE - MAYFIELD C E PRIMARY SCHOOL. 

At the Memorial Hall, Saturday 11th January 10-12 am. Entry 50p, refreshments available.  All proceeds raised 
are to go to the Friends of Mayfield Primary School. Drop off from 8 am.

Lizzie Young

Co-Chair of school PTA and Friends of Mayfield Primary

LAST CALL FOR LOCAL ARTISTS

Another Mayfield Art Trail is planned for the summer of 2020. If you are a local artist and haven’t yet signed up 
for the Trail you have one more chance. An artist’s meeting is to be held at the Rose and Crown on Thursday 
16th January at 6.45 for a 7pm start, so do come along and find out more about what it entails. Further 
information from: Margot Bridger 07775 683018

WATERYARD THEATRE GROUP: JANE EYRE 20-22 FEBRUARY 2020

We are pleased that so many people have told us how excited they are that we are putting on a production 
of Jane Eyre, as it is one of their favourite books. For those who have forgotten or have never read the book, 
the story tells of young Jane’s childhood at Gateshead Hall, where she is abused by her aunt and cousins then 
banished to Lowood School, where she finds friends and role models. As an adult Jane finds employment as 
governess at Thornfield Hall, where she falls in love with her mysterious employer, Rochester, a man haunted 
by his difficult past. Jane has to escape and finds her way to Moor House, where she runs the village school 
and is proposed to by her clergyman cousin, St. John Rivers. Then finally Jane is reunited with, and gets 
married to, her beloved Rochester.

Rehearsals are progressing well and the cast are looking forward to presenting Jane Eyre in the Mayfield 
School Concert Hall at:

7:30pm on Thursday 20th February 2020

7.30pm on Friday 21st February 2020

2:30pm and 7:30pm on Saturday 22 February 2020

Doors and bar open from 7:00pm.

Wateryard are glad to announce that tickets are now on sale for Jane Eyre from Burnetts, High Street, Mayfield 
874450 or online from our website:  www.wateryard.org.uk.  Tickets are priced at £10, £3 for Unwaged/under 
16 and £22 for a family ticket (2 adults and 3 children).

Jo Compton

MAYFIELD EVENING WI

It was a miserable evening outside, but the atmosphere was warm inside the Memorial Hall on Tuesday 
10th December for the WI Christmas party. The Hall looked amazing with every table beautifully decorated 
and a large tree on stage! Claire Montagu, President, welcomed a good turnout of members and 12 guests 
who were all served a glass of mulled wine on arrival. The business meeting was kept brief and afterwards 
everyone tucked into a huge array of savoury food provided by the members. There was a short interval when 
plates were cleared and during this time Jenny Whittall ran a handbag “treasure hunt” game which was great 
fun. Delicious desserts followed and then a raffle organised by Tania Eccleshall and Bridget Blow. Some carols 
were sung by candlelight before the evening concluded.



The next meeting on 14th January will be a social evening - a Beetle Drive plus homemade soups, French 
bread and cheese. If you would like to come along, please arrive for a 7.30pm start and you will be made very 
welcome. If you would like more information just contact Claire Montagu on 872648.

MAYFIELD BAND BRINGS YOU…..BANDUARY!!

After the intensity of Christmas, you might expect to 
see us wandering around the village looking dazed 
and confused, with nothing to do? But no - there is 
stuff to be done. The year, and the seasons, never 
seem to be quite long enough for all the practice 
that needs to be done, and with VE75 really not that 
far away, it’s tin hats on and off back to the forties 
now, in readiness for the village celebrations. 

But first of all, it’s that time of year when your festive 
excesses come back to haunt you, and you have 
to accept that your scales are not faulty. Not only 
have you gone up a belt hole, you have probably 
also failed with that other 2019 resolution; to play 
a musical instrument. So never mind Veganuary 
and dry January, why not make this ‘”Banduary”. 
Playing brass may not be quite what you had in 

mind, but you need to look beyond the instrument, 
and focus on what brass banding is all about. It’s 
about community, it’s about tradition, it’s about 
camaraderie, and of course it’s also about music. 
Which means that whatever instrument you had 
in mind, brass will probably be better. So be bold 
and give it a go. Job done, resolution ticked off. 
And as an added bonus, the weight will fall off, as 
you will be so busy practising that you won’t have 
time to eat. With that in mind, I would therefore 
like to propose a New Year amnesty. If you bring 
along your old string or woodwind instrument and 
hand it in, no further questions will be asked about 
your misguided and dark past, and no charges 
will be pressed. We will then safely dispose of 
your old instrument and provide you with a metal 
replacement.

Mayfield Youth Band

What a year we’ve had. We played for the maypole 
dancing, we’ve played at village fetes, led the 
community singing at the Big Switch On, played in 
our first ever procession, played carols in the high 
street, and entertained old folks in a care home. 
And next year promises to be even busier, with 
more firsts to come, including a performance at the 
Mayfield Festival. The children have worked really 
hard on building up a repertoire and have risen to 
all these challenges with great aplomb, performing 
with the poise and discipline that you would expect 
from a full brass band. And all the while, without 

realising it, their musicianship has advanced in 
leaps and bounds. They have been a credit to the 
band and to the village, and they are great kids. I 
am just so proud of them all.

But we are greedy for more. The bigger the better, 
so we need more players. Come and see what it’s 
all about and be part of something special. 

Simon Rudge

872007

simon@mayfieldband.co.uk

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION – MAYFIELD, FIVE ASHES AND HADLOW DOWN BRANCH:

The Annual Poppy Appeal in our branch area was very well supported raising £3,329.32, the majority of which 
came from the street and static collections.  Thank you one and all for your extreme generosity. The gifts you 
make change lives. 

Thank you also all you collectors who braved all sorts of inclement weather and worked so hard to achieve 
this wonderful result.  It would not happen without you!

Looking forward to next year, we would welcome any offers of assistance to help with the house to house 
collections or for static locations for this Poppy Appeal (late October/early November).  Please contact me 
on the numbers below or Gavin Ross – 873770 / 07771 965517 email: gavin@rossma.co.uk

Branch Meeting on 20 November – It was wonderful to see so many supporting this meeting. The evening 
was very successful and our singing trio gave a very professional performance. If you are interested in the 



Royal British Legion and would like to learn more about membership and activities undertaken, please visit 
the website at www.britishlegion.org.uk.  Alternatively, do please contact me.  

Kevin Swaine 872197 / 07970 787465

kevinswaine@btinternet.com

MAYFIELD LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

(Full programme can be found on the society website at http://www.mayfieldlhs.org.uk)

Friday, 24 January 2020 (note date)

Dr Helen Poole: Thomas Cromwell and the Dissolution of Sussex Monasteries.

The dissolution of the monasteries marked one of the most dramatic changes in English history. Thomas 
Cromwell, one of the most enigmatic figures of Henry VIII’s reign, was the mastermind, having seen the 
process at first hand at Bayham Abbey. All 17 of Sussex’s religious houses were to suffer, with Cromwell 
being granted Michelham and Lewes Priories. However, his promotion of Anne of Cleves as a wife for his 
temperamental king meant that he did not live to see the benefits.

Helen Poole has been actively involved with Lewes Priory Trust since 1991 and worked at Michelham Priory for 
ten of those years, so she approaches this critical aspect of Tudor history with great enthusiasm.

Your committee wishes all a happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year and we look forward to our meeting 
on January. 

Brian O’Connor, MLHS Chairman – 873477

Richard Tupper, MLHS Secretary – 07976 550 890 

John Buddle, MLHS Treasurer – 872229

MONTHLY FOOTPATHS WALK

Wednesday 1st January

The 20th New Year’s Day walk around the Mayfield Circular walk - 3 miles on footpaths close to the village. We 
will meet at 10am in South Street car park - this walk is the best way to commence the new decade!

Monthly Walk Sunday 26th January

The first monthly walk of the year provides the opportunity to get out into the fresh air and walk along some 
of the public footpaths in the parish. It’s bound to be a bit muddy (we will aim to avoid the worst areas) but 
please wear appropriate footwear.

Leaving from South Street carpark at 10am and arriving back around 12.30, so approximately 4 miles.

Hope to see you both on New Year’s Day and at the end of January.

Deborah Dixon

deborah.dixon@hotmail.co.uk

MAYFIELD HORTICUTURAL SOCIETY: COMPETITION TIME

The Summer Show Committee asked a question recently, “Is there a Mayfield Horticultural Society logo 
anywhere we can use on the membership cards and the show schedule?” The answer was, “No, we’ve never 
had one.”

So the show committee thought it was about time we did! Declaring their distinct lack of creativity, and with 



the approval of the main committee, are you open to being creative yourselves? The competition is to design 
a simple logo with the letters “MHS.” somewhere in it, but garden/plant themed in some way so we are not 
confused with the Mayfield History Society! It can be in colour, but distinctive enough to also print in black 
and white only and not too complex. It will need to also be minimised to be on a letter head. The competition 
is open to adults and children and you don’t have to be a member of the society to enter. There will be an 
appropriate prize for the winner plus the pride in seeing your design on all the MHS paraphernalia!

The competition ends on the 31 January. You can submit your entry via our email address 
(mayfieldhorticulturalsociety@gmail.com) or it can be given in on paper to The Shopping Basket or the 
MAYFACS Office. Please supply your name and contact details and if a child, your age. Good luck and thank 
you.

Tessa Crowe

FILM ON FRIDAY - SORRY WE MISSED YOU

In December we showed Wildlife, a subtle wistful 
film from a first-time director. On 10 January, we 
have the complete opposite: a full-on polemic 
from 83 year-old Ken Loach. ‘Sorry We Missed 
You’ is an everyday tale of working-class woe. An 
unhappy Newcastle family is being trampled by the 
gig economy. Ricky is a parcel delivery driver barely 
coping with brutal schedules. Wife Abbie is an 
overburdened carer. Son Seb is a cell-phone junkie 
dipping his toe in petty crime. Daughter Lisa, 11, 
hardly knows what’s going on, yet seems at times to 
be the wisest head in the house. The family is deep 
in debt and the plot screws are tightened. The film 
is compassionate even when unsparing and has 
wonderful passages as love and desperation fight 
for supremacy in the family’s quarrels. A complete 

antidote to “The Muppets’ Wonderful Reindeer, 
Love Actually” or whatever you watched over 
Christmas.

Leaflets with a summary of all our films for the season 
are available in The Shopping Basket, Truffles and 
Burnett’s. There are links to trailers and reviews on 
our website at www.filmonfriday.org. Please email 
me on filmonfriday@gmail.com or phone 873310 if 
you would like to know more or if you would like to 
attend as a guest.

Doors will open at 7.45 pm and the film will start at 
8.15 pm.

Andrew Ratcliffe

Chairman

MAYFIELD & FIVE ASHES PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

The Parish Council wishes all its residents a Happy New Year!

Public consultation - The consultation on the concept of a new community centre in Mayfield is now in 
progress and there has been a lot of interest. The first open day session on 4th December attracted 60 – 
70 visitors. The next session will be held in the Memorial Hall on Saturday 4th January 2020 from 10am to 
1pm so please do come along if you have any questions or would like to discuss anything concerning the 
consultation. Representatives from Woodhill Surgery will also be in attendance. The consultation closes at 
midnight on 17th January 2020. The results will be shared with residents after the count that will take place 
the following week and will be scrutinised by an independent vote counter.

Metal detecting on Parish Council land - Before Christmas a request was made for permission to do some 
metal detecting on Court Meadow recreation ground. The Parish Council has taken the stance not to allow 
this as it could result in holes being dug and left which is a health and safety issue and it would damage turf. 
A Metal Detecting Policy has therefore been adopted and is available to read on the website in the Key 
Documents section.

Temporary road closure - Horleigh Green Road will be closed for one day on 22 January 2020 from the 
junction of the A267 in Five Ashes to the junction with Fir Toll Road to allow BT to carry out connection works.

Police advice after Christmas

• Avoid becoming an easy target for post-holiday burglars/robbers by not leaving boxes for new electronics 
and other items outside your wheelie bin. Break down boxes and remove labels before putting inside your 
bin.



• Register your newly gifted items with your home insurance provider and with property registering websites 
such as www.immobilise.com. If your valuables are stolen it will allow you to tell the police, your insurer and 
second-hand traders to assist in recovering your property and catch the thieves.

Refuse collection in 2020 - Over the Christmas and New year your waste and recycling collection timetable 
was provided by leaving a hanger on everyone’s general rubbish bin during December. As collection days 
will not be changing in the New year, Wealden District Council will not be sending out printed calendars 
by post as they are going paperless. Residents who would like a reminder about collections days will be 
encouraged to sign up to MyAlerts, their personalised weekly email newsletter, or visit the Wealden website 
where residents can also download their own calendar for printing at https://www.wealden.gov.uk

A date for the diary - The hearing bus mobile outreach service will be in the Court Meadow/ Memorial Hall 
car park on Thursday 27 February 2020 from 13:30 – 15:30. It provides a no charge mobile information and 
advice service for deaf, deafened and hard of hearing people. Disabled access is available.

A peace of mind for pet owners - All kennels and catteries in Wealden have received a new star rating for 
the first time. Sixteen have achieved the top 5-star rating from the Rother and Wealden Shared Environmental 
Health service. In total, nine kennels and 18 catteries have been approved through the scheme. A 5-star 
kennel or cattery achieves a higher standard than the legal guidelines laid down by the Department for 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs in the animal welfare regulations. A number of premises have invested in 
larger housing for boarding cats and dogs in order to achieve the 5-star rating.  Other measures encouraged 
by the star rating scheme include increasing the number of staff present, providing enrichment activities for 
cats and dogs and written procedures.  A 3-star kennel cattery meets the minimum standards set down by 
DEFRA. A 1-star rating means the premises has minor failings from the minimum standard, although it is still 
legally approved.

Bereavement help point - St Wilfrid’s Hospice has set up a weekly Bereavement Help Point in the foyer at 
Wealden District Council’s Hailsham offices in Vicarage Lane. It will be open every Tuesday morning between 
10am – 12pm. This help point is staffed by St Wilfrid’s Hospice’s experienced volunteers who have been 
trained to help people who are facing loss. Visitors can drop in anytime between 10-12am on Tuesdays to 
access information and guidance on bereavement services in their local area. 

No plate, no badge, no ride - Everyone should enjoy celebrations and it’s a great idea to leave the car 
at home. However, if you are paying for the lift, please make sure you are using a licensed taxi or minicab. 
Wealden District Council works hard throughout the year to make sure licensed taxis and their drivers are safe 
and insured. Make sure your driver is properly licensed. The licence number should be displayed on the side 
door of the vehicle and a licence plate at the rear. All licensed drivers also carry a photo ID. 

All licensed drivers with a Wealden licence undergo a strict application process. Once approved, they will 
only retain their licences if they can continue to pass regular medical and criminal record checks. All taxis 
licensed by Wealden District Council are subject to annual insurance checks and a full mechanical inspection 
every six months. 

There are two types of taxis that operate in Wealden - Hackney Carriages can wait at taxi ranks or be 
stopped in the street. They must display a white roof sign, green licence badges on both side doors, and 
a white licence plate on the rear of the vehicle.  Every Hackney Carriage also carries a meter, which will be 
activated when the driver pulls away.

Lifts in Private Hire vehicles display yellow door badges and licence plates, have to be pre-arranged through 
a licensed Private Hire Operator.  A fixed set of charges apply to Hackney Carriages that should be displayed 
inside the vehicle. Rear licence plates display the licence number, make and model of the vehicle, its 
registration number, and the number of passengers it is licensed to carry.  

Warning that rental property could be used for criminal purposes - Community Safety partners have seen 
rental properties across the county, including Airbnb properties, being used for organised crime /drug dealing/ 
sexual exploitation and other crime. Local residents and businesses are urged to report concerns if they think 
properties are being used for criminal purposes. The majority of guests at hotels, rental accommodation or 
caravan parks are there to have an enjoyable time. However, there may be a small number who are using 
these locations as a base to carry out serious criminal activity. If you have concerns about what you are seeing 
or hearing, please raise these with the owner, your manager or the police.



High Weald landscape improvement grants - Community groups, schools, churches, charities, businesses, 
farmers and landowners can apply for projects which make tangible improvements to the High Weald’s 
landscape. If you are a private landowner or a for-profit organisation you will need to demonstrate that the 
landscape and public benefit is greater than any private gain. Further information, including contact details if 
you have any questions, can be found here: http://www.highweald.org/look-after/sussex-lund.html

Parish Council Grants -Please note that the application deadline for Parish Council grants each year is 30 
September for the following financial year. Information on how to apply and the application form can be 
found in the “Key Documents / Finance” section on the Parish Council website at https://mayfieldfiveashes.
org.uk/ 

Parish Council meetings this month:

Meeting    Date   Time  Venue

Planning Committee  Monday 13 January 09:30  Parish Council Office

Community Safety & Traffic Monday 13 January 19:30  Parish Council Office

Minutes of meetings and other documentation is available for viewing online at: www.mayfieldfiveashes.org.
uk and at the Parish Council Office.

Janna Todd
Parish Clerk to Mayfield and Five Ashes Parish Council 
The Old Manor House, High Street, Mayfield TN20 6AL 
Telephone 01435 873784 

E-mail: clerk@mayfieldfiveashes.org.uk 

OBITUARY
John West

A real Mayfield man who did such a lot for the village over so many years. John lived and worked in Mayfield, 
with his wife and two daughters at Dunstans Croft. He was very involved in village life being an active 
member of the Bonfire Society and he ran the Mayfield Youth Club for many years. John was a kind, quiet, 
compassionate man, never one to blow his own trumpet, humble and kind to all. He will be sadly missed. Our 
thoughts and prayers go to his family and friends at this sad time.

Ms Alison Winter

OPEN FORUM
RELEVANT OBSERVATIONS RE-CONTINUED

It is the 12th December and I have just cast my vote 
in the General Election. The deadline for Newsletter 
contributions is within the next hour.

Following the voting business, which used the 
Scout Hut, I have been prompted to think that 
much of current life and idle thought dwells in 
the “Past Tense”.  Placing a cross on a piece of 
paper, (never to be seen again by the author), has 
that distinct association with an age long gone by.  
The map of the world was largely coloured pink, 
there was realism and pride in the statement “Rule 
Britannia” and there was a grouping of people 

whose endeavours in aerial warfare entitled them 
to be known as “The Few”.  That pencil and paper 
voting process gained its democratic principle of 
universal suffrage in the same sort of environment.

But come back to today.  Our Royal Navy rules 
nothing other than a diminishing pride in our 
use and/or singing those words “Rule Britannia”, 
which are utterly meaningless.  There is now no 
such grouping of people, Few or otherwise, who 
can rightly say that they earned their spurs when 
the dice were loaded against them.  Individual 
cases yes, but groupings not seen on my horizon. 



And that vote business.  We can buy anything via 
a digital process that does not require us to leave 
our residence.  We can consult any subject under 
the sun by suitable searching via those similar 
electronic processes.  But no-one seems to realise 
that much of the selection processes in elections 
can also be done by the methods mentioned 
above.  Instead, a visit to the Scout Hut on a very 
wet day requires a queuing process, which in itself 
was entirely avoidable if the representative of the 
Acting Returning Officer had chosen a layout of the 
necessary tables and booths within the Hut with 
greater concern for the voters.  It was a wet and 
unnecessary mish-mash and the Wealden District 
Council should take stock of its future arrangements 
for elections.  Simply not good enough.  It was 
also evidence of thinking processes which are still 
based in the “Past Tense”.  In the broader national 
sense, the excuse that some people would not be 
able to use digital processes should not scupper 
the principle of progress.  A frequently used phrase 
of ”thinking outside the box” is required.

On the same theme the objections to some form 
of development of the Community Hall embracing 
a Medical Centre should also get outside their 
respective boxes-cum-reasons for wishing no such 
development of the Memorial Hall.  I respect their 
opinions, but I do not find them to be absolutely 
persuasive.  In a few significant requirements for the 
protection of Court Meadow, the considerations 
hich guided those historical regulations were also 
particular to that age of “Past Tense”.  There is no 

football pitch; more dogs than children use the 
freedom of that green sward and for much of the 
year that area is sparsely populated by the younger 
people for whom the possible benefits were 
enshrined in what is now an ancient requirement  
I am in no way suggesting a massive building 
sprawl over the grassy areas because the wit of 
man, not in perpetual use here in Mayfield, could 
devise a scheme and layout which made use of 
dead land, whilst creating a construction which 
was both pleasing to the eye in place of an over-
grown Nissen hut structure.  Genuine recreation 
areas could and should be retained along with the 
existing installed equipment and some significant 
increase in parking facility incorporated.  It will be 
expensive but, as the growth of private high-quality 
vehicle ownership hereabouts can testify, getting 
hands on municipal cash should be no significant 
problem.  It does not require brain surgery because 
much of what I propose was incorporated in urban 
surroundings where I lived as a boy in London.  
Hopefully the Parish Council’s consultation process 
will be helpful to the planners.

As a finale to this piece I must briefly thank those folk 
who enquired when my next offering of comment 
would be forthcoming.  It was a bit delayed because 
my last proposed item was confronted by a spike!

Happy New Year.  

Peter Deller

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY - JANUARY 2020 ONWARDS
JANUARY

Wednesday 1  New year Walk  South Street Car Park 10am

Friday 3  Mayfacs pantomime trip:    TBA

   Peter Pan, Tonbridge

Saturday 4  Open-day session re: new  Memorial Hall  10 – 1pm

   Community Centre  

Monday 6  Yarners    Mayfacs office  2 – 3.30pm

Monday 6  Yoga – Intermediate  Scout & Guide Hall 6.45-8.15

Tuesday 7  Yoga – Beginners  Scout & Guide Hall 10-11.30am

Tuesday 7  Yoga – chair-based  Scout & Guide Hall 12 – 1pm

Tuesday 7  Tuesday Afternoon Club Scout & Guide Hall 2.30pm

Tuesday 7  Circle Dance   Scout & Guide Hall 8 – 10pm

Wednesday 8  Mayfacs Tea & Chat   Five Ashes Hall 2.30-4pm

Thursday 9  Zumba Gold   Memorial Hall  9.30 – 10.15

Friday 10  Mayfacs Matinee: ‘All is true’ Memorial Hall  1.30pm

Friday 10  Film on Friday: ‘Sorry we Memorial Hall  7.45pm



   missed you’

Saturday 11  Jumble Sale in aid of   Memorial Hall   10 – 12pm

   Mayfield CE Primary School 

Monday 13  Yarners    Mayfacs office   2 – 3.30pm

Monday 13  Yoga – Intermediate  Scout & Guide Hall  6.45-8.15

Tuesday 14  Yoga – Beginners  Scout & Guide Hall  10-11.30am

Tuesday 14  Yoga – chair-based  Scout & Guide Hall  12 – 1pm

Tuesday 14  Circle Dance   Scout & Guide Hall  2.30-4.30

Tuesday 14  Evening WI Social Evening Memorial Hall   7.30pm

Wednesday 15  Mayfacs Men’s Club  Bowls Pavilion   2pm

Wednesday 15     Business Forum / High St  Rose & Crown   6:30pm – 8pm

   quarterly review    

Thursday 16  Zumba Gold   Memorial Hall   9.30 – 10.15

Thursday 16  Last call for local artists to Rose & Crown   6.45pm

   enter Mayfield Art Trail

Friday 17  Mayfacs Scrabble Club Truffles cafe   2.30pm

Monday 20  Yarners    Mayfacs office   2 – 3.30pm

Monday 20  Yoga – Intermediate  Scout & Guide Hall  6.45-8.15

Tuesday 21  Yoga – Beginners  Scout & Guide Hall  10-11.30am

Tuesday 21  Yoga – chair-based  Scout & Guide Hall  12 – 1pm

Tuesday 21  Circle Dance   Scout & Guide Hall  2.30-4.30

Wednesday 22  Mayfacs Tea & Chat   Five Ashes Hall  2.30-4pm

Thursday 23  Zumba Gold   Memorial Hall   9.30 – 10.15

Thursday 23  Mayfacs poetry morning CoachHouse Cottage  11 – 12.30pm

Friday 24  MLHS talk by Dr Helen Poole     TBA

Monday 27  Mayfacs trip to Notcutt’s     TBA

   Garden Centre, Hassocks

Monday 27  Yarners    Mayfacs office   2 – 3.30pm

Monday 27  Yoga – Intermediate  Scout & Guide Hall  6.45-8.15

Tuesday 28  Yoga – Beginners  Scout & Guide Hall  10-11.30am

Tuesday 28  Yoga – chair-based  Scout & Guide Hall  12 – 1pm

Tuesday 28  Circle Dance   Scout & Guide Hall  2.30-4.30

Wednesday 29  Mayfacs coffee morning in London House   10 – 12pm

   aid of new toddler group

Wednesday 29  Mayfacs Men’s Club  Bowls Pavilion   2pm

Thursday 30  Zumba Gold   Memorial Hall   9.30 – 10.15

FEBRUARY

Monday 3  Yarners    Mayfacs office   2 – 3.30pm

Monday 3  Yoga – Intermediate  Scout & Guide Hall  6.45-8.15

Tuesday 4  Yoga – Beginners  Scout & Guide Hall  10-11.30am

Tuesday 4  Yoga – chair-based  Scout & Guide Hall  12 – 1pm

Tuesday 4  Tuesday Afternoon Club Scout & Guide Hall  2.30pm



Tuesday 4  Circle Dance   Scout & Guide Hall  2.30-4.30

Wednesday 5  Mayfacs Men’s Club  Bowls Pavilion   2pm

Saturday 8  Mayfacs Tea Dance  Memorial Hall   2 – 4.30pm

Monday 10  Yarners    Mayfacs office   2 – 3.30pm

Monday 10  Yoga – Intermediate  Scout & Guide Hall  6.45-8.15

Tuesday 11  Yoga – Beginners  Scout & Guide Hall  10-11.30am

Tuesday 11  Yoga – chair-based  Scout & Guide Hall  12 – 1pm

Tuesday 11  Circle Dance   Scout & Guide Hall  2.30-4.30

Wednesday 12  Mayfacs Tea & Chat   Five Ashes Hall  2.30-4pm

Thursday 13  Zumba Gold   Memorial Hall   9.30 – 10.15

Friday14  Mayfacs Matinee:  Memorial Hall   1.30pm

   ‘Green book’ 

Monday 17  Yarners    Mayfacs office   2 – 3.30pm

Tuesday 18  Circle Dance   Scout & Guide Hall  2.30-4.30

Wednesday 19  Mayfacs Men’s Club  Bowls Pavilion   2pm

Thursday 20  Zumba Gold   Memorial Hall   9.30 – 10.15

Thursday 20   Wateryard Theatre Group Mayfield School  7.30pm

Saturday 22  production of ‘Jane Eyre Concert Hall   2.30 & 7.30

Friday 21  Mayfacs Scrabble Club Truffles cafe   2.30pm

Monday 24  Yarners    Mayfacs office   2 – 3.30pm

Tuesday 25  Yoga – chair-based  Scout & Guide Hall  12 – 1pm

Tuesday 25  Circle Dance   Scout & Guide Hall  2.30-4.30

Wednesday 26  Mayfacs Tea & Chat   Five Ashes Hall  2.30-4pm

Thursday 27  Zumba Gold   Memorial Hall   9.30 – 10.15

Thursday 27  Mayfacs poetry morning CoachHouse Cottage  11 – 12.30pm

Thursday 27  ‘Hearing Bus’ mobile service Court Meadow car 1.30 – 3.30

       park

Thursday 27  Mayfacs outing to  TBA

   Darwin’s house



 

The Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service

MAYFIELD AND FIVE ASHES 
COMMUNITY CAR SERVICE

DO YOU NEED 

Transport to Hospitals, Doctors, Dentists or 
any other medical appointments?

(to qualify you must live within the parish 
boundary of

Mayfield and Five Ashes)

To obtain further information and details of 
mileage costs, etc. please contact:

Mayfield (01435) 873888
This is a Monday to Friday answerphone 

service. 
Please leave a message including a contact 

telephone number and someone will get back 
to you within 24 hours.

   

ADVERTISING COPY

Email the Advertising Secretary for an 
application form for an advertisement 

template - PDF Adverts required by 15th of 
the month.

mfanadvertising@outlook.com

Payment must be made in advance by BACS 
by the 15th of the proceeding publication

Minimum advert size is 1/4

Advertising Rates (1/4 page):

No. Months: 1 3 6 12
  £10 £20 £40 £75
 

Please get in contact for larger advert prices 

We are advertising Retained Firefighter vacan-
cies at Mayfield Fire Station.

Ordinary People can do Extraordinary things.

We are looking for men and women who want to 
do something extraordinary to help protect our 

local community.

Applicants must be able to respond to the station 
within five minutes of being alerted to an inci-
dent and will be paid an hourly rate for all Fire 

Service Duties.

For further information visit:
www.eastsussexretained.co.uk

Or call 01323 462349 for an application pack or 
visit Mayfield Fire Station any Monday evening at 

7.00pm



   
Professional Curtain Maker 

(28 Years Experience) 

Also :

* Blinds, Cushions etc

* Tracks and Poles Supplied and Fitted

* Discount on Major Fabric Brands

* Private Tuition Available 

Kate Raven 
(01435) 872727 and 07967828389 

blackraven1951@gmail.com



   



   



   





   



   

Horam Home Kitchen offers a wide range of 
bespoke catering services to customers in Horam, 
Heathfield & surrounding areas, including:

• Canapés, cold/hot buffets, afternoon teas 
(vintage crockery available).

• Lunch/dinner parties & themed nights (tapas, 
Middle Eastern, Asian cuisines, etc.)

• Rustic cakes and bakes - naked or butter-
cream wedding & celebration cakes/cupcakes.

• Cookery demonstrations and lessons, bake off 
parties, cake decorating parties.

All services are bespoke to suit your occasion & 
budget, so get in touch to discuss your

 requirements.

Contact Janette Goss - 07580 266979 or 
01435 812602 

Email - gossjanette@gmail.com www.horam-
homekitchen.com or Facebook https://www.

facebook.com/HoramHomeKitchen/

   



   



   

Self-catering accommodation 

Walking distance from historic village 
of Mayfield

Cosy converted barn with lovely views

More details at:

www.hoopersfarmcottage.co.uk
e-mail: 

info@hoopersfarmcottage.co.uk

Tel:  01435 873310
       07721009549



   

Traditional Squirrel, 
Mice, Mole and 
Rabbit Catcher

(No Poisons Used)

I use traditional methods only

PETER KING
Mobile 07432 813614

Email: pkingmoles@outlook.com



   

 
VALUATION EXPERTS

Recommended by Leading Insurance 
Companies

Jewellery, Silver, Paintings, Clocks, Furniture 
Selected Items or Comprehensive Home 

Contents Valuations

• 

More Than 40 Years’ Experience 
A Nationwide Company on Your Doorstop

• 

Total Confidentiality Assured
For Further Information

Please Call Michael or Jeanette Hore

01435 872975  - www.chestervaluation.co.uk

THE CHESTER VALUATION COMPANY



   



   



   



   



   





 
QUALITY LADIES SHOES, BOOTS & ACCESSORIES… 

…has “popped-up” in Mayfield! 
 

 
 

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY, TREAT YOURSELF TO SOME UNREPEATABLE BARGAINS ON PREMIUM QUALITY LADIES SHOES – 
FROM ITALY, AUSTRIA, GERMANY & SPAIN 

 
• HARPERS FEATURE FAMOUS BRANDS LIKE ARA, HOGL, PETER KAISER, LA ROSS, GEOX, CEFALU, plus the ultimate in hand-made luxury footwear by 

THIERRY RABOTIN. 
• ON MAYFIELD HIGH STREET - WHERE INTERESTING, DIVERSE & INDEPENDENT SHOPS AND PURVEYORS OF GOODS & SERVICES THRIVE…. THANKS 

FOR KEEPING IT LOCAL! 
• UP TO 70% OFF SELECTED LINES 
• WE’RE HERE FOR A GOOD TIME, BUT NOT FOR A LONG TIME - SO COME AND SEE US SOON AT THE KENT & SUSSEX SHOE EVENT OF THE YEAR! 

 
 

             OPENING HOURS: 
Sussex House, 
High Street (next to Mayfield Podiatry & Chiropody Clinic)         Monday to Saturday - 
Mayfield, East Sussex   TN20 6AQ            from 10:00am to 4:30pm 
T: +44 (0)7850 132 045   E: sally@harpers.shoes 
 



 

SCOUTS CHRISTMAS TREE SALE 

CAFOD CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING AT MAYFIELD SCHOOL 

MAYFIELD SCHOOL LIVE CRIB 



 

MAYFIELD SILVER BAND CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

This page is for photos of Mayfield and Five Ashes events. Please send us your photos to mayfieldnewsletter2012@gmail.com 



 

BONFIRE BOYES AND BELLES CHRISTMAS LUNCH FOR THE ELDERLY 



  

CHRISTMAS LATE NIGHT SHOPPING 



 



 

ST DUNSTAN’S CHURCH CHRISTMAS MARKET 


