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Minutes of meeting of  
Mayfield and Five Ashes Parish Council 

Community Safety and Traffic Advisory  
 
Venue:  Old Manor House 
Date:  Monday 03 July 2017  
Time:  19:30 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Chairman Robert: Fitzsimmons 
Attendance: 

Councillors Present and Voting 
Robert Fitzsimmons  David Miles  Herb Hills   Elaine Wheeler 

Also present: 
One member of the public, Cllr Parker (Mayfield Chamber of Commerce), Les Wicker (Lay Member) and 
Janna Todd, Parish Clerk. 

MINUTES 
1. Election of Chairman 

1.1. Cllr Robert Fitzsimmons was proposed as Chairman by Cllr Wheeler and seconded by Cllr Miles. 

1.2. Cllr Fitzsimmons was elected as Chairman by unanimous vote 
2. Apologies for absence 

2.1. There were no apologies for absence. 

3. Declaration of interests 

3.1. There were no declarations of interests. 

4. Public questions and comments 

4.1. A resident of West Street advised that East Sussex Highways are acting on their reports 
submitted for road markings needing to be repainted, particularly in Lake Street, and of 
unreadable road signs in West Street and for Mayfield roundabout.  

4.2. There were safety concerns surrounding the handrail for the steps at the top of West Street and 
the uneven steps that are hazardous. 

4.3. Confirmation has been received from Highways that the new roundabout sign has been ordered.  

4.4. The meeting was informed that an enquiry for a width restriction in West Street has been raised. 

5. Minutes of meeting 03 April 2017 previously adopted. 
5.1. The actions in progress list was reviewed and updated. 

Matters arising from the minutes 

5.2. The road surface at the corner of the triangle opposite the Rose and Crown has been repaired. 

6. Parking in Mayfield High Street 
6.1. Possible solutions to deter residents and retailers from abusing the two hour parking restriction 

and parking on double yellow lines were discussed. 

6.2. It was agreed that Cllr Parker will draft wording for a leaflet to be circulated to retailers and 
residents to request: 
• Not to park in Mayfield High Street and abuse the two hour parking restriction 
• Not park on double yellow lines 
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• To park in the South Street, Memorial Hall or overflow car parks 
• To park considerately and not block sight lines 

6.3. The leaflets will be circulated and retailers requested to place a leaflet on the windscreen of any 
vehicles they are aware of abusing the parking restrictions.    Action IP/JT 

6.4. The meeting was informed of a road traffic collision in Tunbridge Wells Road with the parked cars 
outside the Memorial Hall car park that resulted in crush injuries. 

6.5. Cllr Parker left the meeting after this agenda item. 

7. Request to relocate bus stop opposite Criers Lane (information previously circulated) 
7.1. A resident of Five Ashes informed that due to traffic levels it is dangerous to cross the A267 to 

use the bus stops at Crier’s Lane, that it is difficult for bus drivers to see anyone waiting at the 
bus stop to Tunbridge Wells due to a bend in the road, a tree and if a large vehicle is waiting at 
the junction of Crier’s Lane. A request was made to relocate the bus stop and introduce a lay-by. 
Complaints were also received on the bus stop opposite: that the tarmac needs levelling; the 
hedge trimming; the rubbish bin emptying more frequently and the bus stop re-sited as it is too 
close to Criers Lane. The request also included installing a traffic island on the A267 near to both 
bus stops to facilitate crossing 

7.2. It was noted that the bus stop has already been relocated once before and that it is 
advantageous for there not to be a lay-by as it slows the traffic speed in Five Ashes. The 
possibility of installing a traffic island has been previously considered by East Sussex Highways 
and rejected. 

7.3. It was agreed that the bus stop opposite Criers Lane is in an appropriate location. 

7.4. The bus company will be contacted to request that their drivers slow down in anticipation of the 
bus stop and for advice on other possibilities to resolve the problem.  Action JT 

7.5. Wealden District Council will be informed that the bin is not being emptied frequently enough and 
East Sussex Highways of the overgrown vegetation.    Action JT 

8. Mayfield High Street disabled access 
8.1. The Highways Steward has examined the barriers at the bottom of Star Lane and agreed that the 

design does not allow disabled access. Repairs are being considered by their asset team. 

8.2.  Confirmation has been received that Highways has the request for a quotation for the Parish 
Council to fund the installation of a dropped kerb opposite the ramp to St Dunstan’s Church 
where a handrail is already situated. Grants are available for improving access to places of 
worship that could assist with the funding. 

9. Antisocial behaviour in Mayfield 
9.1. There have been two known occurrences of antisocial behaviour recently in Mayfield: Youths 

climbing on to the toilet roof and the overflow car park used as a skidpan.  

9.2. Requests have been made to Sussex Police to add the locations for Operation Blitz to patrol and 
anti-climb paint has been put on the toilet roof. 

9.3. It was agreed that it would be impracticable to install CCTV cameras due to the rigid code of 
practice required for recording images and the man power necessary to constantly review the 
footage. 

9.4. An enquiry will be made in to the possibility of residents of Hillside Cottages reporting any 
antisocial behaviour at South Street Toilets.      Action HH 

9.5. Residents will be informed of the anti-climb paint so they are aware that any youths found with 
black paint on their hands may be the culprits.     Action JT 

10. Strengthening Local Relationships meeting (information previously circulated) 
10.1. The minutes of the SLR meeting of 28 June 2017 were reviewed. 



 

S03JUL17  2017/18 Community Safety and Traffic Meeting 01 3 
 

10.2. It was noted that the reduction in speed limit at Argos Hill should be implemented from 31 July 
2017 and that no funding is required towards the scheme from the Parish Council. 

10.3. Enquiries are being made in to the traffic island bollards in Five Ashes that have not been 
repaired and remain unwashed. 

10.4. Pennybridge Lane, Tidebrook Road and Spring Lane are not on the resurfacing schedule, 
however the Highways Steward has marked up as many potholes as possible and will closely 
monitor the road surfaces. 

10.5. East Sussex Highways has been requested to provide more information on upcoming road 
works so that residents can be kept informed. 

10.6. It was noted that if traffic lights were removed when work has ceased it would reduce air 
pollution and be better for the environment. 

10.7. It was disappointing that it was not possible to share information with the Parish Council on the 
recent accident at Trulls Hatch with the meeting. East Sussex County Council representatives 
were reminded that the Parish Council has previously requested the 50mph speed limit at 
Argos Hill be extended to Trulls Hatch. 

11. Local traffic and speed issues  
11.1. It was noted that Mayfield Girl’s School have requested “Slow Horses” signs to be installed near 

their school entrance following two occasions when fast traffic has caused horses to bolt 
endangering their riders. A request for a supply of these signs will be made to East Sussex 
Highways.          Action JT 

11.2. Mayfield Girl’s School will contacted to advise that there are some “Slow Children” signs 
available at the Parish Council office and to suggest cutting the hedges back on Tunbridge 
Wells Road to improve visibility.       Action JT 

12. Community safety (information previously circulated) 
12.1. Locally there have been some shed burglaries and a theft of garden furniture. 

12.2. It was noted that Sussex Police’s Future Demand, Engagement and Expectations survey has 
been published. 

13. Highways issues 
13.1. Vegetation at streetlight 3 in Tunbridge Wells Road needs cutting back.  Action JT 
13.2. A reminder for residents to cut back their hedgerows at the end of the nesting season will be 

placed in the Mayfield and Five Ashes Newsletter.     Action JT 
14. Items of information and next agenda items 

14.1. Some of the safety fence posts at the top of West Street need to be re-fixed to the ground and 
the step’s handrail is unsuitable, especially for children. The steps are also uneven and a trip 
hazard. The Highways Liaison Officer will be informed.    Action JT 

14.2. The cost of installing an additional post on the green triangle opposite the Rose and Crown will 
be requested.         Action JT 

The meeting closed at 20:48 hours. 
 
The next meeting of the Mayfield and Five Ashes Community Safety and Traffic Advisory will be: 
Venue:  Old Manor House, High Street, Mayfield 
Date:   Monday 02 October 2017 
Time:   19:30 hours 
 
 
 
…………………………………..Chairman’s Signature  ………………..Date 
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Annex 1    Action Progress 

Actions from meeting 18 April 2016 
8.6 Chase repair of corner of triangle Still awaiting ESCC repair JT Closed 

Actions from meeting 09 January 2017 
9.1 Investigate the possibility of a tourism sign at junction of Newick Lane JT In hand 

9.3 Request ESCC’s policy on temporary traffic lights JT In hand 

Actions from meeting 04 April 2017 
5.1 Forward locations for SIDs to Highways for approval JT In hand 

5.2 Request structural assessment of lamp posts from lights technician JT Closed 

6.2 Request update on pothole filling in Tidebrook Road JT Closed 

6.3 Request road resurfacing schedule and possibility of adding roads to it JT Closed 

7.1 Request timescale for repair of traffic island bollards Still awaiting dates JT Done 

7.2 Investigate what school warning signs are allowed near a pelican crossing JT In hand 

9.4 Remind public to request parking restriction in Newsletter JT Closed 

10.1 Report drain cover problem to south in Five Ashes JT Closed 

12.2 Make enquiries into archived documentation at The Keep JT Open 

13.1 SSALC to ask Chief Constable re parking and speed enforcement JT Closed 

Actions from meeting 03 July 2017 
6.3 Design leaflet for antisocial parking IP/JT  

7.4 Contact bus company for drivers to anticipate the Crier’s Lane bus stop JT Open 

7.5 Inform ESCC/ WDC of overgrown vegetation / Bin emptying frequency JT Open 

9.4 Investigate possibility of Hillside residents reporting antisocial behaviour HH Open 

9.5 Place article in newsletter concerning anti-climb paint on toilet block JT Open 

11.1 Request Slow Horses signs JT Open 

11.2 Contact Girl’s School re slow children signs and hedgerows JT Closed 

13.1 Report overgrownn vegetation around streetlight 3 JT Open 

13.2 Request residents cut back hedges in Newsletter JT Open 

14.1 Report West Street fence, steps and handrail to Highways JT Open 

14.2 Investigate cost to install additional bollard on green triangle  JT Open 
 


