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MAYFIELD AND FIVE ASHES PARISH COUNCIL  
--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
MINUTES OF MEETING OF MAYFIELD AND  
FIVE ASHES DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE HELD AT 
LONDON HOUSE, HIGH STREET, MAYFIELD ON 
MONDAY 31 OCTOBER 2005 AT 19.30 HOURS 
--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

SUMMARY OF MEETING 
 

• Affordable housing issues discussed 
• Car parking policies reviewed 
• South Street allotments housing project reviewed 
• Village organisations planning suggestions reviewed 
• Health issues reviewed with progress towards developing a policy for the future 

 

ATTENDANCE 
 

Phillip Dixon  (Chairman) (PX)  Present and Voting  
Peter Deller   (PD)  Present and Voting 
Diane Kirkness   (DK)  Present and Voting  
Martin Pitcher    (MP)  Apologies for Absence 
Paul Amans    (PA)  Present and Voting 
Diane Lea   (DL)  Mayfield Environment Group - Apologies 
Iris Bruce   (IB)  Mayfield Memorial Hall - Apologies 
John Coulter   (JC)  Mayfield and Five Ashes Society - Present 
Chris Maughan  (CM)  Mayfield Chamber of Commerce - Present 
Leonard Trevellion  (LT)  Tuesday Afternoon Club - Present 

 
Council Present and Voting 4   Apologies for absence 1 
Not present 0     Other Council Business 0  Total 5 
 
Organisation representatives preset 3  Apologies for absence 2  Total 5 
 
Also Present 
 
David Thompson Parish Clerk (DT)  
 

MINUTES 
 

D5 
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1. COUNCILLORS DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
1.1. There were no Councillors declarations of interest. 

 

2. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
2.1. PX announced that there would be a meeting of the Wealden Plan Network at 

Rotherfield Village Hall on Monday 5 December 2005 at 1900 hours and closing at 2115 
hours.  Refreshments will be served.  Those interested should register with Action in 
Rural Sussex Tel 01273 473422 or email nadia.pattenden@ruralsussex.org.uk.

3. MINUTES OF MEETING 26 SEPTEMBER 2005 
3.1. Noted that the minute had been accepted by the Full Council at its meeting on                

10 October 2005: 

 
4. MATTERS ARISING 

4.1. Minute 5D3/3.2.  It was noted that although DT had completed the funding application, 
DL had made a substantial contribution to the preparation of the funding application data. 

4.2. ACTIONS PROGRESS 

• 5D3/3.2 Funding Opportunities  

CLOSED 

• 5D4/5.1 Feedback letter from organisations. 

Initial analysis complete. 

 

CLOSED  

• 5D4/6.5 Provision of disabled car parking space in High 
Street and relocation of spaces in South Street Car 
Park.  Considered by Traffic Committee see 4.3 

 

CLOSED 

• 5D3/6.6 Article on Planning issues to be placed in Yellow 
Pages.  Held over until December issue. 

 

OPEN 

• 5D3/8.2 Mayfield Partnership – retention 

DT to consult with CM 

 

OPEN 

• 5D3/9.1 Car Parking assessment of needs gathering 
statistical data.  In hand. 

 

OPEN 

• 5D3/10.1 Meeting of South East Plan Sub Committee 

Meeting held and questionnaire completed 
 
CLOSED 

4.3. With regard to minute 5D4/6.5 PD reported that the issue had been debated at Traffic 
Committee on 27 October 2005.  The result being that these issues would be considered 
by WDC when the full Car Parking Assessment was carried out.  At present Mayfield 
and Five Ashes were 4th in the queue and that at the present rate of two reviews per year 
it would be 2-3 years before action could be taken. 
 

5. FEEDBACK FROM MEMBERS AND SOCIETIES 



D5 3

5.1. The results so far from the Organisations review of the needs of Mayfield and Five 
Ashes were distributed. 

5.2. The major issue arising was the need for a new doctors surgery or Health Centre and 
that anti-social behaviour had not been recorded as a major issue with village 
organisations. 

5.3. The health issue was debated at some length by all committee members and the main 
issues were: 

• Should there be a wider provision of medical facilities at the new surgery 

• What type of surgery was required 

• Did village population size influence what the NHS was prepared to provide 

• It was very difficult to get on a doctors list out of the village 

It was decided that more information was required and that DT would ask                
Deveda Redman if she would attend the next meeting and give advice on the various 
aspects of problems and opportunities arising from the provision of health care. 

ACTION DT 
5.4. So far as the Organisations data was concerned it was agree that DT would go through 

the analysis and group issues that were of a similar nature, and produce a group of 
action issues with an indication of priority so that the committee could consider further. 

 
6. SOUTH STREET ALLOTMENTS HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS 

6.1 DK advised the Committee of the key issues arising from a meeting held with WDC on 
13 October 2005. 

• WDC had not yet considered the South Street Housing site 

• WDC were advised by M&FAPC of the issues over the geological fault line – and 
undertook to consider 

• WDC were also advised by M&FAPC of the growing resistance to the project 

• At Southmead Close WDC reported that a land valuation exercise was underway 
after which public consultation would commence. 

• At Criers Lane and Skippers Hill WDC had presented its proposals to the meeting 
and would continue with the development process for both of these projects 
separately. 

6.2 The minutes of the meeting were 5:E1 

6.3 The Clerk had analysed the 28 letters received from members of the public and 
presented the findings.  The top two issues were 

• Destruction of views of the valley  21.2% 

• Land instability  27.3% 

7. CAR PARKING POLICIES 
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7.1. The Clerk had analysed the 28 letters received from members of the public and 
presented the findings.  The key issues were: 

Executive housing not wanted 
Would affect economic stability of village High Street 
Loss of views across the valley 

7.2. PD advised the committee that within the Wealden area of East Sussex it was estimated 
that there would be: 

• A population growth of 11% over the next 20 years 

• A growth in car population of 17.2% over the next 20 years 

7.3. The committee accepted that the parking problems would be difficult to solve and that 
all of the options would cause friction with the public.  After lengthy debate the 
following options were considered as worthy of further development: 

• Small extension to Memorial Hall Car Park 

• Large extension to Memorial Hall Car Park coupled with rebuilding the Memorial 
Hall into a proper community complex 

• Leasing land from Convent for use as Car Park 

• Develop Mayfield Cricket Club Site 

• Adopt one way system of traffic through High Street 

• Cooperate with convent to use available parking 

• Use the convent “maintenance site” as car park 

• Adopt and police one hour parking required for High Street 

These options to be considered in more detail. 
 
8. MEETING TIMETABLE 2006 

8.1. It was agreed that there would be monthly meetings during 2006 with the option of 
cancellation by the Chairman if required. 

8.2. It was agreed that meetings would be on Monday on the 4th week of the month and to be 
held at London House and start at 1930 hours. 

ACTION DT 
 
9. AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

9.1 The current issues over affordable housing were debated and that there was a need for 
low cost housing.  There was however a need to define the various types of housing. 

9.2 In future it was agreed that the following terms would be used: 

LOW COST Housing – These would be houses provided for key workers e.g doctors, 
nurses etc to enable them to live and work in areas of very high cost housing.  The state 
would regulate the pricing regime. Owners could buy. 

SOCIAL Housing – These would provided to local people on the housing list and would 
only be available for rent. 

9.3 It was decided that as part of the Parish plan there would need to be a development plan 
for low cost, and social housing to meet village needs.   

10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
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10.1. There were no items raised. 

THE MEETING CLOSED AT 21.45 HOURS. 
 
THE NEXT MEETING OF THE MAYFIELD AND FIVE ASHES DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE WILL BE: 
 

DATE: 28 November 2005 
 
VENUE: London House 
 
TIME: 19.30 hours. 


