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--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE FINANCE AND 

GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 
HELD AT LONDON HOUSE, MAYFIELD 

ON MONDAY 29 NOVEMBER 2010 AT 1930 HOURS 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Chairman Of Mayfield And Five Ashes Parish Council 

Councillor Chris Lilly  

 

SUMMARY 

 Financial Results for October 2010 Period 7 Quarter 3 discussed 

 Office relocation update discussed  

 South Street allotment site progress noted 

 War Memorial Project progress reported 

 Grants and other projects reviewed 

 Draft 2B Budget 2011/12 agreed 

 BW92 complaints reviewed 

 

 

 

ATTENDANCE 

 

Chris Lilly   (CL)  Present and Voting 
Robert Fitzsimmons  (RF)  Present and Voting 

Paul Amans   (PA)  Present and Voting 

Jane Driscoll   (JD)  Present and Voting 

Hubert Hills   (HH)  Present and Voting 

Elaine Wheeler   (EW)  Apologies for Absence  (B) 

Deveda Redman  (DR)  Present and Voting 

Lloyd McLean   (LM)  Present and Voting 

 

Present and voting 7   Present and not voting 0 

Apologies 1    Not present 0   

Other Council Business 0   

 

Also Present 

David Thompson Parish Clerk (DT) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10F07 
CHAIRMAN 

APPROVED 
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MINUTES 

 

1. DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS ON AGENDA ITEMS 

1.1. There were no declarations of interest by members on Agenda items. 

 

2. MINUTES OF MEETING 25 OCTOBER 2010 (10F06) 

2.1. It was noted that the minutes had been adopted by the Full Council at its meeting on       

8 November 2010. 

2.2. The minutes were accepted by the Committee by UNANIMOUS vote. 

2.3. The actions were reviewed and the revised tables are shown in Annex 1. 

2.4. Arising from Action 10F06/4.7 it was noted that the newsletter policy for advertising 

was based on:  

 No advertisement is accepted from outside if that same service is provided by a 

tradesman within the village. 

 Rates are kept as low as possible because the newsletter regard aiding and supporting 
local businesses as part of their remit. 

 As far as possible individual advertisements are restricted to a quarter of a page, to 
control the content/advertisement relationship. 

LM had examined the cost rates of three other publications, all of which had higher 

advertisement rates.  In his view the newsletter should be increasing its circulation and 

building a wider distribution network.  The Clerk was instructed to progress this issue. 

ACTION DT 

 

3. REVIEW OF GRANTS 

3.1. The Clerk reported that all the agreed grants had been included in the budget.  It was 

noted that both the Mayfield and Five Ashes Pre Schools had not submitted requests for 

grants. 

3.2. The Clerk reported that the Five Ashes Village Hall Committee had expressed 

disappointment at the lack of funding from the Parish Council for their south end 

refurbishment project, and had asked to see how project money had been distributed.  

This would be done after the budget had been approved by the Full Council. 

ACTION DT 

3.3. A late grant application had been received from the Mayfield Off-Year Fringe Festival 

Committee for a grant of £500 to assist in the band of this new venture.  The group had 

also applied to Wealden District Council.  The Committee noted that the grant had been 

received after the normally accepted deadline, but as this was a new venture it would be 

accepted for consideration. 

3.4. After debate it was agreed by a majority vote that a grant of £250 be made to the group, 

and that they be reminded of the requirements of the budget timetable.  It was noted that 

the grant could be accommodated without increasing the overall size of the budget.  DR 

did not take part in the debate. 

ACTION DT 
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4. FINANCIAL RESULTS OCTOBER 2010 

4.1. The following documents were placed before the Committee: 

 Financial Report October 2010 (10FA07). 

 Expenditure Schedule 

 Income and Expenditure statement for October 2010. 

4.2. In his review of the results CL drew alteration to the low volume and value of activity 

for October and that November was anticipated to be a heavy month. 

4.3. It was noted that the outturn review would be conducted after the November results were 

known. 

4.4. The Financial Report and the Expenditure Schedules were approved by UNANIMOUS 

vote. 

 

5. BUDGET 2011/12 FULL COUNCIL SUBMISSION 

5.1. The Clerk had circulated a paper which listed the changes made to the budget and the 

results of the actions placed at the last meeting. 

 These changes, and the grant awarded to the Mayfield Fringe would form the budget 

submission for Full Council approval at its meeting on 13 December 2010. 

5.2 The budget and the proposed precept were approved by UNANIMOUS vote. 

5.3 It was noted that in accordance with the Finance Regulations the Budget would be 

placed before the Council in the form of four separate resolutions. 

ACTION DT 
 

6. GENERAL FINANCIAL ISSUES 

6.1. The Clerk reported on the on-going complaint against the National Westminster Bank, 

and that he was examining the possibility of moving the banking arrangements to the 

Post Office who worked through the Alliance and Leicester, a member of the Santander 

banking group. 

6.2. There was some debate over the strength of Spanish banks and the Clerk was requested 

to find out the degree of protection offered by the bank. 

ACTION DT 

6.3. A paper, (based on the Annual Return) was circulated which showed the key financial 

movements since 2004/5 and the strength and distribution of Parish Council reserves.  It 

was noted that the reserve position needed to be kept under constant review. 

 

7. REVIEW OF RENTS AND COURT MEADOW CHARGES 

7.1. The Clerk reported that this item had been placed on the Agenda as a result of Action 

10F06/6.2. 

7.2. After debate it was decided to defer the item until the next meeting, and the Clerk was 

instructed to prepare a return of current charges, to aid the discussion. 

ACTION DT 
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8. PROJECT REVIEW 

8.1. Mayfield Village Centre 

There was a discussion over the remarks made at the last meeting of the Full Council by 

the MVC representative to the effect that a portion of a registered Right of Way was 

required as part of the footprint for the latest Mayfield Village Centre proposals. 

It was decided to seek a meeting with Mayfield Village Centre before architect 

instructions were issued to clarify what was required.  It was noted that the Parish 

Council had already ruled on what land was available to the MVC, and that this 

agreement had not been changed. 

It was agreed by the Committee, that this meeting be fixed for January 2011. 

ACTION DT 

8.2. War Memorial 

LM noticed that he had seen a number of War Memorials that did not show the full 

details for the fallen, and that to save money Mayfield and Five Ashes Parish Council 

should do the same. 

The Committee recalled that it had authorised the War Memorial refurbishment with 

complete details of the fallen, recognising feelings in the village. 

The Clerk reported that the fund raising exercise had at midday on 29 November 2010 

already reached £4645 and was well on the way to reaching all financial needs. 

8.3. Allotments 

It was reported that the allotments exercise was complete subject to the provision of 

water.  The water supply would be metered.  Time control mechanisms would be 

investigated. 

ACTION DT 

8.4. Winter Arrangements 

It was reported that the three new grit bins had been delivered. In addition two loads of 

rock salt were being delivered to form the Parish Council’s stockpiles.  

8.5. Office Move 

The Clerk reported that delays to the move were being caused by the probate process.  

Efforts were being made to do as much of the paperwork as possible, so as to be ready 

when probate was completed.  The possibility to temporary renting was to be 

investigated. 

ACTION DT 

8.6. Bridleway 92 

The issues surrounding a complaint from Mr Whitfield of Gatley, Argos Hill were 

discussed, as well as the forthcoming article in the Courier newspaper.  The Committee 

agreed to issue a press release setting out the Parish Council’s position. 

ACTION DT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 10F07  1DT)   5 

9. ITEMS OF INFORMATION AND NEXT AGENDA ITEMS 

9.1. PA reported that Mrs and Mrs Martin had complained about the sighting of the grit bins 

on Fletching Street. 

9.2. The need for a separate fax line was discussed, the Clerk reported that its removal was 

included in a package of proposed savings for 2011/12.  See budget. 

9.3. The Clerk reported that he was in contact with the Youth leader and would prepare a 

report on progress for the next F&GP in January 2011. 

ACTION DT 

9.4. It was suggested by Deveda Redman that the village celebrate the Royal wedding on 29
th

 

April 2011, possibly having a street party.  Clerk to explore possibilities with Chamber 

of Commerce. 

ACTION DT 

9.5. CL noted that the Commons vote on changing the current time bands of GMT and BST 

was to be held on Friday 3 December 2010. 

 

 

 

THE MEETING CLOSED AT 2105 HOURS. 

 

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 

WILL BE: 

 

VENUE:  LONDON HOUSE 

 

DATE:  MONDAY 24 JANUARY 2011 

 

TIME:  1930 HOURS 
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Annex 1-Position as at 9F06 

Actions in Progress 

 

 8F09/12.2 Waste site No 2 to be restarted.   OPEN 

 6F3/5.3 Village sign painting – Clerk to investigate 

problems in achievement.  Arrangements in 

hand for work to be carried out.  Report 

received. Arrangements made 

F/ASS/08/SIGN.  No budget. 

HELD 

 9F4/2.6 Ownership of Five Ashes Village Hall 

complex.  GG to confirm – in hand. 
OPEN 

 9F5/10.7 Skateboard Park to be refurbished – in hand. 

To be done 2010/11 
OPEN 

Actions from 9F07 

 9F7/13.3 Electronic Accounting Package – in hand. OPEN 

Actions from 9F09 

 9F9/4.3 Internal Auditor to be changed for Year 

2010/11 – Clerk to arrange – in hand. 
OPEN 

Actions from Meeting 10F02 

 10F02/6.3 Budget timetable to be revised.  In hand. OPEN 

 10F03/9.1 Allotment water supply arrangements to be 

sorted out.  In hand. 
OPEN 

 10F03/10.1 Five Ashes flagpole to be refurbished.  In 

hand. 
OPEN 

 10F03/13.1 Love Lane car park progress.  In hand with 

ESCC. 
OPEN 

Actions from meeting 10F03 

 10F03/4.1 Land leased or licensed to third parties to be 

included in the Asset Register – in hand. 
OPEN 

Actions from meeting 10F04 

 10F04/3.5 Surplus money from EU lighting standards 

provision to be placed in reserve and posted to 

high interest account.  In hand. 

OPEN 

 10F04/4.2 Budget timetable to be revised and budget to 

be compiled in line with Audit Regulations 

2010 – in hand. 

OPEN 

 10F04/6.2 Clerk to arrange water supply and notify 

water policy to tenants – in hand. 
OPEN 

 10F04/8.2 Clerk to enquire whether litter picker has 

camera to report issues – in hand. 
OPEN 

 10F04/10.5 EW to provide details of speed signs required.  

Clerk to provide – in hand. 
OPEN 



 10F07  1DT)   7 

 

Actions from Meeting 10F05 

 10F05/7.3 Memorial Hall Rents – Clerk to ascertain 

position with regards rents for Mayfield Hall. 
OPEN 

 10F05/8.5 WH to revisit War Memorial costings and 

advise the Clerk. Done.  
CLOSED 

 10F05/10.2 Mayfield Scouts and Guides mini bus project.  

Clerk to confirm need for second tranche of 

grant previously agreed.  Done. 

CLOSED 

 10F05/11.3 Expenditure tables in accounts – descriptive 

to be enhanced.  Done. 

CLOSED 

 10F05/16.1 Allotments – water provision to be completed 

to complete project. 
OPEN 

Actions from Meeting 10F06 

 10F06/4.2 To follow up with Mayfield Scouts and 

Guides grant needs for 2011/12 and ascertain 

project position.  Done. 

CLOSED 

 10F06/4.3 To advise Mayfield Memorial result of grant 

application.  Done. 

CLOSED 

 10F06/4.4 To advise Mayfield Business Forum 

conditions of grant.  Done. 

CLOSED 

 10F06/4.5 Mayfield and Five Ashes Primary Schools – 

to advise on grant decision.  Done. 

CLOSED 

 10F06/4.6 Mayfield Bonfire Society – Advise on Grant.  

Done. 

CLOSED 

 10F06/4.7 Mayfield and Five Ashes Newsletter – advise 

on grant and draw attention to advertising 

problems.  Done. 

CLOSED 

 10F06/4.8 Mayfield Open Door – advise details of grant 

and get details of CAB take-up.  Done. 

CLOSED 

 10F06/5.1 Write to Rotherfield PC with regard to BW92 

advise on our progress.  Done. 

CLOSED 

 10F06/5.2 Mayfield War Memorial –advise D Nash and 

state conditions. 
OPEN 

 10F06/5.2A Mayfield War Memorial – get public subs up 

and running with WH.  Done. 

CLOSED 

 10F06/5.3 Five Ashes Nature Garden – advise GG of the 

position.  Done. 

CLOSED 

 10F06/5.4 Five Ashes Village Hall project – advise GG 

of result of grant application.  Done. 

CLOSED 

 10F06/5.5 To revise budget for grants and projects.  

Done. 

CLOSED 
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 10F06/6.2 Place rent problems on next Agenda for 

F&GP 10F07.  Done. 

CLOSED 

 10F06/7.2 Apply for Manor House loan.  Done. CLOSED 

 10F06/8.5 Complete next run of budget and circulate 

results.  Done. 

CLOSED 

 10F06/9.3 Circulate Annual Return and allow debate.  

Done. 

CLOSED 

 10F06/10.1 Obtain recruiting dates from East Sussex Fire 

and Rescue.  In hand. 

OPEN 

 10F06/10.2 Advise cancellation of Children’s Council 

session in November.  Done. 

CLOSED 

Actions from meeting 10F07 

 10F07/2.4 Clerk to follow up with newsletter to see if 

newsletter circulation can be improved. 
OPEN 

 10F07/3.2 Clerk to send budget projects to Five Ashes 

Village Hall Committee. 
OPEN 

 10F07/3.4 Grant to be made to Mayfield Off-Year 

Fringe for £250. 
OPEN 

 10F07/5.3 Full Budget to Full Council for approval. OPEN 

 10F07/6.2 Risks to possible new bank account to be 

assessed. 
OPEN 

 10F07/7.2 Clerk to prepare a schedule of Court Meadow 

rents and charges. 
OPEN 

 10F07/8.1 MVC footprint arrangements and boundaries 

meeting to be arranged for January 2011. 
OPEN 

 10F07/8.3 Allotment water supply – time control 

mechanism for water supply to be 

investigated. 

OPEN 

 10F07/8.5 Possible use of temporary renting of new 

office to be examined. 
OPEN 

 10F07/8.6 Bridleway 92 Mr Whitfield complaint.  Press 

release to be given to the Courier. 
OPEN 

 10F07/9.3 Youth Drop-In Centre report to be made. OPEN 

 

Note changes to this edition of the actions list are in bold print within the description panel. 

 


