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The Meeting of  
Mayfield and Five Ashes Parish Council  
Venue   Mayfield Memorial Hall 
Date   Monday 12 September 2016 
Time  19:30 
 

Minutes 
Chairman Cllr Deveda Redman 

Councillors Present and Voting 
Deveda Redman  Gill Weavers   Jerry Watkiss 
Robert Fitzsimmons  David Miles   Herb Hills 
Rosemary Neal  Patricia Balfour   Monica Aitken  
Julie Upton   Ian Parker 
 
Also in attendance: 
Cllr R Standley (ESCC/ WDC), Cllr B Redman (WDC), Cllr J Fox (WDC), Ian Bruce (Mayfield Bonfire 
Boyes and Belles and J Todd (Parish Clerk) 

Public Questions 

• There were no public questions. 

• Mr Bruce was present to provide information on agenda item 9 below. 

1.  Apologies for Absence 
1.1. Apologies were received from Cllr Chris Lilly, Cllr Elaine Wheeler, Cllr Johnny Marsh, Cllr 

Jon Nash, Cllr C Dowling (ESCC) and Cllr G Wells (WDC). 

2. Declarations of Interests  
2.1. The Chairman reminded Councillors that they should declare an interest if at any point in 

the meeting they became aware of one in connection with an agenda item.  

2.2. Councillors were reminded to ensure their Declarations of Interests were up to date. 

3. Chairman’s Announcements 
3.1. Due to change in legislation the Armistice Day Rockets cannot be supplied this year. A 

recent European Directive has made it a requirement that in order for the rockets to be 
supplied the Parish Council must have undertaken training recognised within the industry, 
have used the products before and have liability insurance covering the specific type of 
firework. The company that supplies them to councils has been unable to find a way around 
this in time for their deliveries in 2016. 

3.2. Wealden District Council has apologised for the jargon in the Parish Planning Minutes that 
were recently circulated and has agreed to rewrite them without the abbreviations. 

3.3. There were 200 – 250 visitors at the Argos Hill Windmill Phase 2 opening ceremony which 
was successful. 

3.4. Changes to the Crowborough bus service timetable have been circulated. It has been 
requested to provide more notice of future changes to enable the information to be passed 
on to residents. 
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3.5.  Councillors should inform the Clerk of any funding/ projects they would like to be 
considered for the 2017/18 budget. 

3.6. There is a councillor training course in Hellingly next week. Councillors should inform the 
Clerk if they wish to attend. 

4. Minutes of the Full Council meeting held 11 July 2016 (previously circulated) 
4.1. It was resolved unanimously to approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on 11 July 

2016 as a true record. 

Matters arising from the minutes 
4.2. It has been difficult to find a craftsperson to repair the wooden figures on the village sign. A 

possible contact has been provided to the Clerk today to follow up. 

4.3. The litter bins should be emptied before the Bonfire Festival on Saturday. 

5. Reports from East Sussex County Council (ESCC) 
5.1. Cllr. Standley had submitted a written report in advance of the meeting and the key points 

were: 

• Information for was provided for Members on the devolution proposition for West Sussex, 
East Sussex and Surrey (3SC).The next 3SC meeting is on 19 September 2016. Whitehall 
favours Mayors for cities but not for rural councils. Cllr Standley will forward details of the 
devolution meeting that was rescheduled from earlier in the year. 

• The County and District boundary changes will be announced on 27 September 2016. It is 
anticipated that there may be one additional County Councillor. There will be 45 District 
Councillors. 

5.2.  There was no new information provided on Coperforma’s patient transport performance. It 
is understood that the service has improved slightly but there are still a number of issues 
that need to be addressed.  

5.3. The resurfacing of the A267 at Frant appears to have been delayed and the revised date for 
the works will be determined. 

6. Reports from Wealden District Council (WDC) 
6.1. Cllr. Standley and Cllr Wells had submitted a written report in advance of the meeting and 

the key points were: 

• The Boundary Commission for England will be undertaking a review of the Parliamentary 
Constituency boundaries in England which is required to be completed by October 2018. 

•  WDC has saved £0.5million through its procurement policy over the past year and has 
increased the amount it has spent with small companies in the District. 

• Wealden District Council is supporting 60 local organisations through its community grants 
scheme this year. The Council has awarded £20,000 in Small Grants to organisations for 
short term projects and £50,000 in Capital Grants to support community buildings and 
facilities. 

• The latest Streets Ahead newsletter can be downloaded from the Wealden website. It 
includes details of the three part Digital Business Skills programme that is open to all 
Wealden retailers. 

• A survey has found that local young people are interested in politics, but not necessarily 
party politics. Cabinet agreed to invite a representative from SPARK, the East Sussex 
network of youth organisations, to speak at a meeting; make the Council’s website more 
relevant to young people and to hold a Democracy Week event at a local school in October. 

•  The Walking Festival takes place from 24th September to 2nd October 2016 and will cover 
routes around Eastbourne, the South Downs National Park and High Weald. 
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6.2. The next draft of the new Local Plan will be considered at a meeting on 9 November 2016. It 
is hoped to be approved particularly as there is no current five year land supply plan. 

6.3. WDC has purchased land near Horam for a new crematorium. Planning approval is 
anticipated in January/ February 2017. 

6.4. WDC will be delivering market housing that will not be subsidised and will use the funding 
from sales to keep Council Tax low. 

6.5. Cllr B Redman informed the meeting that a screening opinion has been requested for land at 
the cricket club and for land off the old A267 adjacent to Mayfield bypass. These are to 
determine whether an environmental impact assessment is required by WDC. These are not 
planning applications and are not consulted on by the Parish Council. The documentation 
for the screening opinion for land off the old A267 includes land belonging to Cllr B Redman 
however it was reiterated that he is not party to the application. 

6.6. Councillors voiced concerns that the cricket club might sell the land and pavilion that were 
purchased using private and public money. 

6.7. Cllr Fox confirmed that funding for average speed cameras or a reduction in speed limit in 
Five Ashes cannot be justified when other villages have greater speed problems. Average 
speed cameras are unpopular particularly with the 80% of drivers who do not speed 
excessively. 

6.8. East Sussex Highways is not concerned with the volume of potential additional housing in 
Heathfield as the local roads are not at their full capacity. 

6.9. Planning for the cottage hospice in Five Ashes will be considered by the Planning Committee 
South. Cllr Fox will investigate whether the primary school’s requirements for a meeting 
place have been addressed. Councillors were concerned that residents of Five Ashes would 
not benefit from the sale of the land that was left to the village. 

7. Finance Report (previously circulated) 
7.1. The Finance Report to 31 July 2016 was previously circulated to Councillors. 

7.2. There were no matters arising from the Finance Report. 

8. Minutes for adoption (previously circulated) 
8.1. The Parish Council resolved to adopt the following committee minutes: 

• Planning Executive     15 July 2016 
05 August 2016 
26 August 2016 

• Community Safety and Traffic Advisory  18 July 2016 

8.2. There were no matters arising from the minutes. 

9. Bonfire Festival 2016 
9.1. The Bonfire Society’s summer music event went well and they intend to have another in 

2017 which will be better advertised. 

9.2. The organisation for the Bonfire Festival is going smoothly and the road closure is in place. 
The fair has permission to open until 11pm and is providing security. 

9.3. Commander Control will be in the Old Library. Cllr Parker and Cllr Marsh will be the Council 
contacts during the event. 

9.4. Permission was provided for a three yard skip in the overflow car park for refuse. 

9.5. A meeting will be arranged in 2017 to discuss the possibility of reinstating the bonfire for 
next year’s festival. 

9.6. The Council thanked Mr Bruce and members of the Bonfire Society for all the work they do 
to organise the annual Bonfire Festival. 
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10. Christmas lights and late night opening 
10.1. Four additional brackets will be installed in the high street and there will be eight extra 

Christmas trees this year. More durable sets of fairy lights will be purchased. The intention 
is to also have lights on the lampposts but this may not be possible this year. 

10.2. Donations towards the lights have been received from some High Street traders. 

10.3. Late night opening will be on Friday 2 December 2016 and the plan is for the Christmas 
lights to be switched on by a Mayfield hero. 

11. Updates from Committees (for information only) 
11.1. Finance and General Purposes 

• Nothing to report. 

11.2. Rights of Ways and Trees 
• Nothing to report. 

11.3. Planning Committee 
• Committee members were thanked for their attendance over the summer. 

11.4. Community Safety and Traffic 
• Cllr Fitzsimmons provided information on a meeting he convened to address speeding 

issues in Five Ashes that was attended by representatives of ESCC, Sussex Police and 
Community Speed Watch (CSW). 

• A central light at the pelican crossing that could also capture details of vehicles jumping 
the lights will not be considered. 

• A 20mph advisory speed limit outside the primary school would be possible but will not 
be funded by ESCC. 

• There are no possible locations on the main road for additional traffic islands. 

• A speed reading device to record traffic speed will be in operation at the end of 
September. 

• ESCC offered to cut back hedges and wash road signs which is something they are 
supposed to do already. 

• There are concerns that CSW will disband as none of the speeding motorists reported 
are penalised. 

• A complaint following traffic accidents near the junction of Coggins Mill Lane and 
Pennybridge Lane has been received. The Highways Steward has been requested to 
determine whether the speed limit signs are in the most appropriate locations and 
whether hedges need to be cut back to improve sightlines.  

11.5. Community Development 
• Nothing to report. 

12. Updates from representatives (for information only) 
12.1. The report from MAYFACS was previously circulated. 

12.2. The Skate Park Project has received a £500 grant from Sussex Police. Groundwork will 
commence this year and if they secure a grant from Veolia they can proceed with the whole 
skate park upgrade  

12.3.  Phase three of Argos Hill Windmill refurbishment will be to restore the internal equipment. 

13. Other items of information and next agenda items 
13.1. Mayfield and Five Ashes Primary Schools are now under one governing body. 
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13.2. Cllr Redman and Cllr Balfour will inform WDC of the Parish Council’s concerns for additional 
housing at Vines Corner which have been agreed previously by Full Council and the 
Planning Executive.  

The meeting ended at 21:00 
The next meeting of Mayfield and Five Ashes Parish Council will be: 
Venue:  Five Ashes Village Hall 
Date:  Monday 10 October 2016 
Time:  19:30 hours 
 
 
…………………………………..Chairman’s Signature  ………………..Date 

Actions in Progress: 
MINUTE DESCRIPTION STATUS 

Actions from meeting C14APR14 
14.3 Three quotes for fencing of Jubilee Woods (After installation of substation) JT On hold 

Actions from meeting C13JUN16 

11.2 Upload policies and documents to website JT Open 
Actions from meeting 11JUL16 

10.4 Request documentation from Shaw’s Fair for Bonfire Festival JT Closed 
13.2 Reply to litter and dog bin consultation JT Closed 
 
 


