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The Meeting of  
Mayfield and Five Ashes Parish Council  
Venue   Mayfield Memorial Hall 
Date   Monday 14 March 2016 
Time  19:30 
 

Minutes 
Chairman Cllr Jerry Watkiss 

Councillors Present and Voting 
Jerry Watkiss    Robert Fitzsimmons   David Miles 
Chris Lilly    Johnny Marsh    Jon Nash 
Herb Hills    Monica Aitken    Rosemary Neal 
Elaine Wheeler   Julie Upton    Ian Parker 
Patricia Balfour   Gill Weavers  
Also in attendance: 
Cllr B Redman(WDC), Cllr C Dowling (ESCC) Cllr G Wells (WDC), Cllr R Standley (ESCC/ WDC). 
Ian Bruce (Mayfield Bonfire Society) and J Todd (Parish Clerk). 

Public Questions 

• There were no public questions. 

1.  Apologies for Absence 
1.1. Apologies were received from Cllr Deveda Redman and PCSO Pearce-Martin (Sussex 

Police). 

2. Declarations of Interests  
2.1. There were no declarations of interests. 

3. Chairman’s Announcements 
3.1. PCSO Pearce-Martin’s report: 

• Mayfield has been the centre of a large police operation following the recent tragic murder. 
Social media can fuel the flames of the rumour machine but nothing more will be learned until 
the trial later this year. If you do have any information that you would like to share, please 
contact the investigating team via 101. 

• The next PCSO surgery is Wednesday March 16 outside the Parish council office. 

3.2. The Parish Council office will be closed on Wednesday 30 March and Friday 01 April 2016. 

4. Minutes of the Full Council meeting held 08 February 2016 (previously circulated) 
4.1. It was resolved unanimously to approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on 08 

February 2016 as a true record. 

Matters arising from the minutes 
4.2. The eroded verges in Lake Street will be repaired in the summer. They cannot be tackled until 

dryer weather. Wet potholes however can be filled using Viafix that sets in water. 
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5. Reports from East Sussex County Council (ESCC) 
5.1. The report from ESCC was previously circulated. 
5.2. Cllr Standley confirmed that there is a joint County/District group who is overseeing the 

Infrastructure Delivery Plan. Their meetings cover infrastructure whether supplied by WDC or 
ESCC. Future housing will not be allocated if the appropriate infrastructure is not in place. 

5.3. The majority of household residual waste is sent to Newhaven to be used to generate 
electricity with less than 1% going to landfill. During its annual maintenance waste was taken 
to alternative incinerators rather than going to landfill with a revenue saving of £23k. 

5.4. The County Council together with Wealden District, Fire and Rescue and Police have 
launched the “We’re Keeping an Eye on You” campaign. It is based on the premise that if 
road users think they are likely to be reported they are more likely to obey the traffic rules and 
Highway Code. ESFRS are now assisting with speed checks. 

5.5. Ofsted returned to inspect school improvement in November 2015. They have issued a letter 
acknowledging improvement indicating they are satisfied with improvements made. 

5.6. The High Wealden CCG has pulled out of ‘Better Together’. 

5.7. The reduction in speed limit consultation at Argos Hill is due imminently.  

5.8. Introducing a vehicle length restriction towards Rotherfield on the B2101, B2100 and Yew 
Tree Lane is being considered. It is anticipated that this will cause a significant increase in 
the number of HGV’s using Western Road.  

5.9.  Cllr Dowling will chase the pothole filling that has been reported near to the Christmas Tree 
Farm and at the A267/A272 junction. 

5.10. The Libraries Consultation closes at the end of March 2016. 

5.11. A Council Tax increase of 3.9% in 2016/17 has been approved which includes a 2% increase 
towards adult social care. 

6. Reports from Wealden District Council (WDC) 
6.1. Council Tax will rise for the first time in five years by 1.9% in 2016/17. 

6.2. There will be a 1% reduction in rent for Wealden Council house tenants for 2016/17. 

6.3. A High Court ruling has overturned a Planning Inspectors decision to grant planning 
permission for 103 homes within the High Weald AONB. 

6.4. The Big Wealden Switch is an initiative set up to help residents save money on their energy bills.  
It launches on 22 March 2016 and will enable residents to participate in an auction, whereby 
energy companies will undercut each other in order to achieve a competitive tariff for residents. 

6.5. Cllr Wells requested that Members inform him of any concerns to take to his meeting with 
Sussex Police in April 2016. A suggestion was made to request the provision of non-
permanent average speed cameras that could be shared between the Wealden parishes.  

6.6. WDC will be organising training sessions for councillors on abiding by the Code of Conduct 
when using social media. 

7. Finance Report (previously circulated) 
7.1. The Finance Report with expenditure for January 2016 was previously circulated to 

Councillors. 

7.2. Operational expenditure was below average for the month. 

7.3. The VAT claim for quarter three was received on 1 March 2016. 
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8. Minutes for adoption (previously circulated) 
8.1. The Parish Council resolved to adopt the following committee minutes: 

• Planning Executive    19 February 2016 
• Finance and General Purposes  22 February 2016 

Matters arising from the minutes 
8.2. Cllr Brian Redman was informed by WDC Planning that the change of use for Natwest bank 

could not be refused due to Permitted Development Rights. The premises with planning 
permission are up for auction on 18 March 2016 with a guide price of £150k. 

8.3. It has been agreed for a contractor to install the external lighting for the Memorial Hall for 
£1,361. 

8.4. The County and District Councillors left the meeting after this agenda item. 

9. Mayfield Bonfire Society  
9.1. A plan was circulated to councillors and it was agreed to allow the Bonfire Society to cordon 

off an area of Court Meadow and to have a small bonfire on 12 June 2016. 
10. Five-year financial plan (previously circulated) 

10.1. The five-year financial plan was reviewed.  
10.2. The streetlights upgrade to LED should be completed in 2016/17 after which new projects 

can be considered. 
10.3. Resurfacing the Mayfield play area is a project under consideration. 

11. Renewal of lease for South Street garden plot area 
11.1. It was resolved to renew the South Street garden plot lease for £150 per year for the next five 

years. The plot holders will have to absorb the increase in annual rental. 

12. Church of the Good Shepherd 
12.1. Cllr Neal provided feedback from the meeting concerning plans from Hospice in the Weald to 

construct a hospice in Five Ashes on the site of the Church of the Good Shepherd. Trustees 
of the Nicholson Trust were also present at the meeting. 

12.2. Residents raised concerns on the resulting increase in traffic on the A267 and the 
exacerbation of parking problems. 

12.3. Concern was also raised that the primary school children would not be able to use the chapel 
for religious celebrations and residents would not be allowed access to the rear meadow. 

12.4. The Nicholson Trust will be holding a public meeting to discuss the project. 
12.5. A copy of the trust document should indicate whether income from the sale of land should be 

used for the benefit of Five Ashes residents.     Action RF 
12.6. Hospice in the Weald has asked residents to inform them of any facilities that could be 

provided in the hospice that would benefit the Five Ashes community.  
13. High Weald landscapes grant funding (information previously circulated) 

13.1. Cllrs were requested to think of projects that funding could be requested towards. Any 
suggestions will need to be accompanied with a plan before an application can be made. 

14. Updates from Committees (for information only) 
14.1. Finance and General Purposes 

• Nothing further to report 

14.2. Rights of Ways and Trees 
• There has been a little maintenance work. 
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14.3. Planning Committee 
• Nothing further to report 

14.4. Community Safety and Traffic 
• . Nothing further to report 

14.5. Community Development 
• The next meeting is on 21 March 2016. 

15. Updates from representatives (for information only) 
15.1. Transition Mayfield are considering various projects including a community orchard and a 

possible cycle path to Wadhurst. 

15.2. An update on the Community Initiative Group was provided: 
• An application has been submitted to register as a charity 
• A manager has been appointed for 20 hours per week commencing May 2016 
• Their aim is to have a drop in centre with disabled access in the middle of Mayfield 
• They intend to approach the Parish Council for funding 

16. Other items of information and next agenda items 
16.1. There were no other items of information. 

The meeting ended at 21:00 
The next meeting of Mayfield and Five Ashes Parish Council will be: 
Venue:  Five Ashes Village Hall 
Date:  Monday 11 April 2016 
Time:  19:30 hours 
 
 
…………………………………..Chairman’s Signature  ………………..Date 

 
Actions in Progress: 
MINUTE DESCRIPTION STATUS 

Actions from meeting C14APR14 

14.3 Three quotes for fencing of Jubilee Woods (After installation of substation) JT On hold 
Actions from meeting C12OCT15 

PQT Obtain estimations for the installation of additional litter bin at Court Meadow JT Closed 

Actions from meeting C09NOV15 
12.2 Organise clean up advertising JT On hold 

Actions from meeting C08FEB16 
PQT Enquire in to procedure for introducing weight restrictions JT Open 

5.6 Join HWCAAG as associate member JT Closed 
12.1 Investigate possible use of former Natwest building JT Closed 

13.1 Request additional information for Bonfire Society’s celebration JT Closed 
16.1 Invite ESFRS to attend Annual Parish Meeting JT Closed 

Actions from meeting 14 March 2016 
12.5 Determine trust details if copy available RF Open 
 


