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The Meeting of  

Mayfield and Five Ashes Parish Council 
Ordinary Meeting 
 
Venue   Mayfield Primary School 
Date   Monday 10 March 2014 
Time  19:30 
 

Minutes 
Chairman Cllr Jerry Watkiss 

 

Attendance 
Councillors: 
Jerry Watkiss     Present and Voting 
Warwick Child    Present and Voting 
Robert Fitzsimmons   Present and Voting  
Chris Lilly    Present and Voting 
Deveda Redman   Present and Voting  
Gill Weavers    Present and Voting    
Ian Parker    Present and Voting 
Rosemary Neal   Present and Voting 
Jane Driscoll    Present and Voting 
Patricia Balfour   Present and Voting 
Monica Aitken    Present and Voting 
   

Also in attendance:  

Cllr Bob Standley (ESCC & WDC), Cllr Brian Redman (WDC);and Cllr Graham Wells (WDC). 
There were 17 members of the public present and Janna Todd (Parish Clerk) 
 
1. Public Questions 

1.1. Members of the public requested that should any planning applications be received 
for the exploration of fracking, the Parish Council would ensure that it is well 
informed of the possible surrounding dangers and of the potential industrialisation of 
the countryside. It was also suggested that there should be an up to date ecological 
survey of springs and bore holes in the locality before any licence for fracking 
exploration is granted, which should also be considered by the County Council. 

1.2. Concern was raised that should the Post Office not be incorporated in to an existing 
lucrative business in Mayfield, a standalone Post Office could fail based on the 
2012/13 commission figures from the former Post Office. 

2. Apologies for Absence 

Cllr Graham Playfoot, Cllr Lloyd McLean, Cllr Elaine Wheeler, Cllr Andrew Burnett, Cllr Chris 
Dowling (ESCC), PCSO Paula Gatward & PCSO Matt Boyle (Sussex Police). 

 
3. Declarations of interests  

3.1. There were no declarations of interests. 

Adopted 
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4. Chairman’s Announcements 

4.1. East Sussex County Council has confirmed that footpath 55 from the Memorial Hall 
car park to Fletching Street will be resurfaced during the summer holidays and two 
directional fingerposts erected. 

4.2. Superfast Broadband is scheduled to go live at the beginning of April 2014 and Cllr 
Watkiss will be present at the opening ceremony. 

4.3. It has been confirmed that the repair and refurbishment of South Street toilets is 
expected to commence in two weeks time. 

4.4. The police report from PCSO Boyle was delivered: 

 Three break-ins to sheds with garden and power tools stolen 

  Two vehicle break-ins with a wallet and tools stolen  

 One house burglary – a reminder to close windows when leaving a property was 
issued. 

5. Minutes of the meeting of the Full Council held 10 February 2014 (previously 
circulated) 

5.1. The minutes were passed and adopted by UNANIMOUS vote and signed by the 
Chairman. 

Matters arising from the minutes: 

5.2. The locations for the missing parking restriction signs will be determined and East 
Sussex Highways requested to replace as a matter of urgency.  Action JT 

5.3. The seemingly abandoned green car in front of Stone Court in Mayfield High Street 
has been investigated and advise received is that it is on a private forecourt and has 
a SORN so cannot be removed. 

6. Report from East Sussex County Council (previously circulated) 

6.1. Since 2006 the volume of waste has decreased by 7%, recycling has increased by 
12 % and waste reuse has also increased. 

6.2. Other items in the report included the promotion of ‘No Smoking Day’ on 12 March 
2014 and changes to the eligibility criteria for free school transport for children. 

7. Reports from Wealden District Council 

7.1. A briefing on the Community Waste Dividend received from Kier has been written 
and will be included in the next Mayfield and Five Ashes Newsletter. Local 
organisations will be invited to apply for a grant and the Ward Councillors will decide 
how the funds are spent. 

7.2. It is hoped that Council Offices in Crowborough will be disposed of by the end of this 
year. 

7.3. The appeal against the Wealden Local Plan has been taken to judicial review in the 
High Court and was subsequently thrown out. Consideration is now being taken on 
whether an appeal against this judgement can be taken forward. 

8. Finance Reports (previously circulated) 

8.1. The Finance Report for January 2014 was reviewed. 

8.2. Several large invoices are expected before the end of the financial year and will be 
treated as accruals if not received before the end of the month.  
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9. Minutes for adoption (previously circulated). 

9.1. The following minutes were passed and adopted by UNANIMOUS vote: 

 P24FEB14 Planning Executive 

 R26FEB14 Rights of Ways and Trees Advisory 

 F24FEB14 Finance and General Purposes Executive 

Matters arising from the minutes 

9.2. The landowner of Cat Bells has agreed to re-erect the fence to the rear of the 
property to make the building site safe. 

9.3. East Sussex County Council has been requested to value of the land on footpath 92 
for which they will not renew the licence. The Parish Council will then decide 
whether the land can be purchased. 

10. Fracking in Mayfield and Five Ashes 

10.1. Cllr Balfour disseminated information from Transition Mayfield’s investigation into 
the procedure of fracking and provided website links to other societies where Parish 
Councillors could access additional information as required. 

10.2. Attention was drawn to the East Sussex County Council’s Waste and Minerals Plan 
adopted in 2013 and in particular to Policy WMP 16: ‘The Authorities will support 
proposals for the exploration for oil and gas where it can be demonstrated that there 
is no less sensitive location that could be utilised and that there is no unacceptable 
adverse impact on the environment or local amenity.’ which is hoped will offer some 
protection should an application for a fracking exploration licence be submitted.  

10.3. Any decision made on licensing for fracking exploration would be made at National 
or County level, not Parish Council level. The Parish Council and District Council 
would be statutory consultees, not the decision makers.  

10.4. It was agreed that until such time that there is a specific requirement or the Parish 
Council is made aware of any intention to apply for an exploration licence in Mayfield 
or Five Ashes a decision is not required and the Parish Council remains impartial. 
Any decision required in the future will be determined using factual unbiased 
information. 

10.5. Members of the public were thanked for bringing their concerns on fracking 
exploration to the attention of the Parish Council and for the provision of information. 

11. Mayfield Post Office 

11.1. The majority of replies to the Parish Council’s website Post Office Consultation 
survey indicate that residents generally have no reservations to the location of the 
new Post Office being in the Mace supermarket and would simply like the service to 
be resumed in Mayfield. 

11.2. Should the Mace decide not to provide the Post Office in their retail outlet, the tender 
process would have to commence again from outset causing months of delay. 

11.3. The Parish Council’s reply to the Post Office consultation is that it is disappointed 
that the Post Office actually chose the successful applicant before initiating any local 
consultation. However, as a new Post Office is of immediate need, the Parish 
Council is not against this decision.       Action JT 
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12. St Dunstan’s Chemist, Mayfield 

12.1. Following village concern the Practice Manager of Woodhill Surgery has informed 
that the service introduced to enable prescriptions to be filled at Ashdown Pharmacy 
and collected from the surgery has been implemented to increase patient choice. 
There was also patient demand to replace the dispensing chemist which was 
previously at the surgery. 

12.2. All patients still retain the choice of where they can collect their medication from and 
if preferred can collect their prescription and take it to any pharmacy of their choice. 
There is and will not be a preferred provider. 

12.3. A letter will be written to Woodhill Surgery to request that the prescriptions and on-
line prescription request forms have a conspicuous procedure to follow to request 
where the prescription should be filled.     Action JT 

13. Committee Reports 

13.1. Community Safety and Traffic  

  A two year resurfacing programme from East Sussex Highways has been 
received. Any roads missing from the programme that require resurfacing should 
be provided via the County Council member.    Action JT 

13.2. Finance and General Purposes 

 East Sussex Highways have confirmed that despite the introduction of the new 
Community Self Service scheme, which replaces Village Gangs, the current level 
of service received from them will not be affected. 

13.3. Rights of Ways and Trees 

 Nothing to report 

13.4. Planning Committee 

 Nothing further to report. 

13.5. Community Development 

 The committee will be discussing the development boundary and conservation 
area at the next meeting. 

14. Reports from representatives 

14.1. Argos Hill Windmill 

 The Race Night raised around £1,200. 

 George Thompson has successfully completed his half marathon. 

 The green token scheme is in progress during March 2014 at Waitrose in 
Crowborough. 

14.2. Chamber of Commerce 

 The May Fair will take place on Saturday 10 May 2014 with the theme of an old 
country fair. 

14.3. Wealden District Association of Local Councils 

 Nothing to report 

14.4. Parish Planning meeting 

 Attendance at the next meeting will be agreed at the next Planning Committee 
meeting. 
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15. Other items of information and next agenda items 

15.1. The New Memorial Hall Management Committee has been disbanded.  

15.2. The Mayfield and Five Ashes Society have an open meeting with Kelvin Williams 
from Wealden District Council Planning on April 4 2014 at 20:00 in Mayfield Scout 
Hut. The ‘Hawthorns Objectors’ will be invited.    Action JT 

 
The meeting ended at 21:10 

The next meeting of the Mayfield and Five Ashes Parish Council will be: 
Venue:  Five Ashes Village Hall 
Date:  Monday 14 April 2014 
Time:  19:30 hours 
 
 
…………………………………..Chairman’s Signature  ………………..Date 

 
Annex 1 

MINUTE DESCRIPTION STATUS 

Actions from meeting 12C09 

PQT Investigate cutting of Southmead verges still awaiting feedback from ESCC     JT In hand 

Actions from meeting C13MAY13 

18.5 Investigate cost of fox proof bins – on hold due to budget restraint                JT   On hold 

Actions from meeting 14OCT13 

16.1 Estimates to refurbish Mayfield Village sign                                                                                    JT Open 

Actions from meeting 09DEC13 

11.3 Liaise with St Leonard’s Bursar to agree letter wording re: trespassers JT On hold 

Actions from meeting 10FEB14 

12.3  Determine whether Mayfield Colts desire access to Mayfield Grange pitch JT In hand 

Actions from meeting 10MAR14 

5.2 Determine locations of parking restriction signs & chase ESCC JT Done 

11.3 Formally reply to Post Office consultation JT Open 

12.3 Woodhill Surgery - request all prescriptions have obvious chemist choice JT Open 

13.1 Inform County representatives of other roads requiring resurfacing JT Done 

15.2 Invite ‘Hawthorns’ objectors to meeting with Kelvin Williams for MAFAS JT Done 

 


