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--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF MAYFIELD  

AND FIVE ASHES PARISH COUNCIL  

ORDINARY MEETING 
HELD AT FIVE ASHES VILLAGE HALL  

ON MONDAY 13AUGUST 2012 AT 1930 HOURS 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Chairman of Mayfield and Five Ashes Parish Council 

Councillor Lloyd McLean 

 

SUMMARY OF MEETING 

 

 Provisional Finance Report for June noted 

 New Code of Conduct Approved by Full Council 

 Mayfield September Fair issues discussed 

 Mayfield roundabout discussed 

 Flooding from Court Meadow discussed 

 The relationship between house building and infrastructure discussed 

 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Robert Fitzsimmons  (RF)  Present and Voting 

Monica Aitkin   (MA)  Present and Voting 

Rosemary Neal  (RN)  Present and Voting 

Patricia Balfour  (PB)  Apologies for Absence 

Jayne Bramwell   (JB)  Present and Voting 

Andrew Burnett  (AB)  Present and Voting 

Warwick Child  (WH)  Present and Voting 

Jane Driscoll   (JD)  Present and Voting 

Ian Parker   (IP)  Present and Voting 

Chris Lilly   (CL)  Present and Voting 

Lloyd McLean   (LM)  Present and Voting 

Graham Playfoot   (GP)  Apologies for Absence (P) 

Deveda Redman   (DR)  Present and Voting 

Jerry Watkiss   (JW)  Present and Voting 

Elaine Wheeler   (EW)  Apologies for Absence 

 

Present and voting 13  Present and not voting 0 

Apologies for Absence 2 Not present 0  Other Council Business 0   

 

Also in attendance: Wealden District Council Brian Redman (BR), Robert Standley (RS) and East 

Sussex County Council Chris Downling (DC) and David Thompson, Clerk,  

Apologies for Absence: East Sussex County Council Councillors R Tidy (RT), Wealden District 

Council Graham Wells (GW), Jonica Fox (JF),  

 

There were 4 members of the public present.  

 

 

 

 

12C05 
Adopted 
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MINUTES 

 

1. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS BY MEMBERS ON AGENDA ITEMS 

1.1. There were no declarations of interests by members on Agenda items. 

 

2. DISCUSSION OF THE FUTURE OF THE SEPTEMBER FAIR FROM 2012/13 

ONWARDS 

2.1. Inspector Wakefield (Sussex Police), Jill Pring and Jo Lee attended for this item. 

2.2. CL opened the debate by outlining the potential issues arising should there be serious 

trouble at the 2012 event.  It was the intention of the Parish Council to review the 

situation after monitoring events at the 15 September Bonfire event.  This would be done 

at the September F&GP meeting, and be discussed by the Full Council at the October 

meeting. 

2.3. WH considered that Operation Blitz should be put into action for the event.  Inspector 

Wakefield noted that was not police policy for Bonfire events, and that they had a 

number of thoughts and different tactics which could be used.  It was noted that when 

operating alcohol free zones the further the boundaries were pushed out, the more 

difficult it was to police. 

2.4. It was considered by some that it would be necessary to hold the fair on a separate day, 

the view being that the Mayfield event was close to the start of the new university term 

and the last chance to celebrate.  The Bonfire Society representatives were of the view 

that the fair was only a really effective entertainment option if it was held on the same 

day as the Bonfire event, and holding the fair on a different weekend was not a viable 

option. 

The Bonfire representatives noted that the problems actually lay with the geographical 

location of Mayfield which formed a nucleus surrounded by no less that eight secondary 

schools. 

2.5. BR (WDC) noted that last year most of the youth groups finally settled down on the stub 

end of the A267 and caused considerable distress to the residents on that area, one of 

which he was related to.  The Parish Council, Police and Bonfire Society confirmed that 

this year’s Bonfire event would go ahead on 15 September as planned and this included 

Shaws Fair. 

2.6. It was noted that Shaws Fair would be providing their own security for the event, and 

that the police would be videoing it.  Arrangements would be made for members to see 

the video, and it was suggested that the October Full Council meeting be started at 1900 

hours to accommodate. 

2.7. The Bonfire Society reported that they had increased their own security for the event and 

that they were in full communication with the police throughout the event.  There would 

also be an element of mobile police units available.  It was noted that portable toilet 

facilities needed to be improved. 

2.8. The debate was concluded and Inspector Wakefield and the Bonfire Society 

representatives left the meeting at 20:08 hours. 
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3. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

3.1. The Chairman give the Mayfield Police report on behalf of PCSO Boyle: 

 08/07 – Serial 0705 theft of lighting conductors from St Dunstans Church 

 09/07 – Serial 0211 theft from container at Mayfield Grange, brass taps and tools 
taken. 

 17/07 – Serial 1672 theft of wallet from an unattended van working on East Street 

 19/07 – Serial 0829 theft of a trailer from a yard on A267 Wellbrook Hill 

 29/07 – Serial 0822 theft of scooter left insecure at Mayfield Tennis Club 

Street meeting 11 October 2012 Southmead Close Nos 51-62. 

3.2. On behalf of PCSO Paula Mackie the Chairman gave the Five Ashes Police report as 

follows: 

Recent Crime 

04/07/12 Vehicle stolen from Meres Lane, later recovered by Police. 

Street meeting – Five Ashes Recreation Ground 1930-2000 hours on 17 August 2012. 

3.3. The Chairman noted that the Wealden District Council bulletin  had been circulated to 

all members. 

3.4. There were no other Chairman’s announcements. 

 

4. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

4.1. There were no questions from members of the public. 

 

5. MINUTES OF THE STATUTORY MEETING OF THE FULL COUNCIL HELD ON 9 

JULY 2012 (12C04) 

5.1. The following amendments to the minutes were accepted: 

 Para 2.3 delete. 

 Para 6.2 2
nd

 bullet point Roberts to read Robertson. 

 Para 8.2 amend to read ‘with regard to access the Grange playing field.  WDC had 

decided not to take forward.’ 

 Para 8.2 last bullet add after was ‘for sport and leisure and’ 

 Para 9.1 First word second line ‘now’ to read ‘not’. 

 Para 11.3 Last word delete ‘s’. 

 Para 12.3 Amend to read nothing to report. 

 Para 14.2 Amend to read 15.1. 

 Amend Resolution 12C04 – add at beginning ‘The Finance and General Purposes 

Committee have proposed the’ 

 Minute numbers 16.2, 16.3, 16.4 amend to read 16.1, 16.2, 16.3. 

 Minute 16.2 amend ‘the’ in last line to read ‘they’. 

 Minute 16.3 amend ‘on’ to read ‘by’. 

 Minute 17.9 ‘MA’ to read ‘RN’. 
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The minutes as amended were approved by UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

5.2. With regard to Minute 11C04/9.4 JB considered that if possible the whole cost of the 

repairs to Light No 78 should be recovered.  However the consensus view was to recover 

as much as possible on the grounds that the Parish Council was totally responsible. 

5.3. With regard to Action 11C05/7.5 in answer to a question from JB the Clerk reported that 

as yet he had not had a reply from WDC with regard to his letter on the subject of the 

decorative state of Leppards (Butchers).  RS undertook to follow up. 

ACTION DT 

 

6. EAST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT 

6.1. CD reported on the progress of the refurbishment works on the A267 and noted at this 

stage it now required the signage and markings to be completed. 

6.2. DR noted that at the crossing near the primary school there was no red anti-skid 

protection.  RD will follow up with ESCC. 

ACTION CD (N) 

6.3. There were no further comments on the ESCC report. 

 

7. MAYFIELD ROUNDABOUT 

7.1. JB reported on enquiries regarding the trees on the Mayfield roundabout.  The foliage in 

the middle of the roundabout was impairing visibility and making it difficult to see 

whether the roundabout was clear.  ESCC had reported that this was intended as a traffic 

calming initiative.  However it was considered that there this might be a solution for a 

large roundabout, it was not suitable for a small one.  Equally there were a number of 

saplings growing on the banks which needed clearance and it would be possible for the 

Parish Council to thin these out using a licensed contractor. 

7.2. Following discussion the following was agreed: 

 The matter to be allocated to Committee S. 

 Follow up through Highways Department at ESCC. 

 Obtain estimates from licensed contractors. 

ACTION DT (N) 

 

8. WEALDEN DISTRICT COUNCIL REPORT 

8.1. RS reported as follows: 

 Mayfield Group – A Wealden councillor will sit on the management committee 

which deals with access issues for Mayfield Grange such as use of the cricket pitch 

and other issues. 

 The WDC Bulletin had been issued – confirmed circulated to members. 

 Community Infrastructure Levy Consultation document available – WDC working 
towards a fixed price for each developer. 

 Council tax benefit – likely effects on Parish Councils.  There would be a very short 
window for budget decision because of timetable problems. 

8.2 There were no questions to the WDC representatives. 
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9. FINANCE REPORT JUNE 2012 (12FA03) 

9.1. CL reported that the report had been circulated to members.  The main issue in the report 

affected our reserve position, where a lower than anticipated budget surplus had affected 

the amount which could be placed in reserve and needed to be recovered. 

9.2. The main reason for the problem centred on the overspend on the office move. 

9.3. The reserve position showing the £1628 budget surplus shortfall was discussed and is 

summarised below: 

 

General £13,769 

New Village Hall £8,375 

Lighting Upgrade £1,600 ESTIMATED 

Mayfield War Memorial £1,517 

Five Ashes War Memorial £20 

Office Toilet £1,714 

Total £26,995 

Reserve Shortfall £1,628 

Total £25,367 

9.4. There were no questions on the Finance Report. 

 

10. RESOLUTION 12C05 CODE OF CONDUCT 

10.1. The following Resolution was placed before the Full Council: 

RESOLUTION 12C05 CODE OF CONDUCT 

Mayfield and Five Ashes Parish Council RESOLVE to adopt the revised Code of 

Conduct in accordance with the provisions of the Localism Act 2011 (Chapter 7). 

Proposed by Cllr L McLean 

Seconded by Cllr J Watkiss 

10.2. Following brief discussion the Resolution to adopt the new Code of Conduct was 

approved by UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

10.3. The Clerk reminded members that their interest statement must be sent to him within 28 

days from the 13 August 2012. 

 

11. MINUTES FOR ADOPTION 

11.1. The following minutes were discussed and approved by UNANIMOUS VOTE 

 

Reference Description Status Decision 

12P06 Planning Executive Chairman 

Approved 

Appoved 

12P07 Planning Executive Committee 

Approved 

Approved 
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12F03 Finance and General 

Purposes Executive 

Committee 

Approved 

Approved 

12D02 Community Development 

Advisory 

Draft Approved as 

amended 

12S02 Community Safety and 

Traffic Advisory 

Chairman 

Approved 

Approved as 

amended 

12R02 Rights of Way and Trees 

Advisory 

Draft Approved 

RC03 Full Council – Ordinary Amended Approved as 

amended 

11.2. With regard to Minute 12D02 one amendment was accepted: 

 Delete Minute 5.1 amend 5.2 to read 5.1 

 With regard to Minute 12D02 it was noted that the Youth Group had decided against 

having a summer session of meetings. 

11.3. With regard to Minutes 12P07/5.2 the Clerk reported on the site meeting with the Parish 

Council Solicitor with regard to Rock Cottage. 

11.4. With regard to Minutes 12S02/9.2, it was noted that this had not been proceeded with.  

The amendments to the minutes were accepted. 

 Action 12S19 ECSS to read ESCC. 

 Action 12S29 Horleigh to read Horleigh. 

11.5. With regard to Minute 12R02/8.1 – In answer to a question from JD with regard to the 

alleged blocking out of light for the residents of Meadow View.  The tree warden had 

reported that it was not possible to take any action to clear the trees. 

 

12. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

12.1 There were no reports from any of the Committee which had not been dealt with 

elsewhere. 

 

13. REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES 

13.1. JD reported on Argos Hill Windmill as follows: 

Argos Hill Windmill Report August 2012 

Our application to the Heritage Lottery Scheme for £19,000 towards the 

weatherboarding has been turned down.  We are now concentrating our efforts on the 

Architectural Heritage Fund. 

The holes for the steel supports have been dug with an archaeologist present and 

concreting will commence on 14/08/2012 in preparation for the steel supports. 

13.2. AB reported on the Mayfield and Five Ashes Chamber of Commerce. 
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14 ANNUAL ASSEMBLY OF ELECTORS MEETING 23 APRIL 2012 (12A01) 

14.1 The minutes were discussed and approved by the Full Council by UNANIMOUS VOTE 

subject to the following changes: 

 D Redman attendance to read Apologies for Absence (H) 

 Titie correct spelling 

 Minute 2.3 add ‘in emergency’ and delete all after 112 

 Minute 17.1 first line delete ‘give’ and substitute ‘sent’ 

 Minute 19.3 last sentence to read B Pike also noted that the Mayfield and Five Ashes 
Society had made the funding arrangements for the Court Meadow playground area. 

 Minute 6.1 sixth bullet point amend second sentence to read ‘A comprehensive effort 
was being made to try and prevent children being taken into care, by letting them 

remain with their families and providing duty one-to-one monitoring. 

14.2 There were no comments or questions on the mintues. 

 

15 LOCALISM HANDOUT 

15.1 The Clerk had circulated to all members a set of notes and information on the Localism 

Act 2011. 

15.2 Copies were available on request. 

 

16 FRACKING DEBATE ON ISSUES AFFECTING EAST SUSSEX 

16.1 It was agreed that with the absence of PB, this item would be held over until the 

September meeting. 

ACTION DT 

 

17 HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

17.1 JD opened the debate by stating: 

 Mayfield – Infrastructure and Development 13/08/12 Jane Driscoll 

 We have more and more complaints of speeding on all the access roads into Mayfield 

village (Little Trodgers, Fletching St, Stone Cross, West Street, South St, Newick Lane 

and East St) and through Five Ashes on the A267. 

 We have congestion especially in the High Street and Fletching Street and a severe 

shortage of parking with residents having to park on narrow lanes outside their houses 

and areas where there is no possibility of providing a pavement. 

 We have had several new developments recently – Mayfield Grange, West St, St 

Leonards Lane, Aylwins and soon to come will be Love Lane.  We have also seen a long 

period of infilling in gardens. 

 A proliferation of signs is not, as I see it, the solution – after a while regular users of the 

road ignore them.  Speed cameras or regular use of lasers by the police to enforce a limit 

would have a beneficial effect; however it has been difficult to get them approved for 

Five Ashes and it would be pretty impossible to achieve their use in the smaller lanes. 

 The conclusion I have reached is that Mayfield does not have the infrastructure to 

support a larger population and I would suggest that we should try and get agreement 

with Wealden in the Local Plan to halt any more expansion. 
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17.2 CL was in support of the issue and suggested that the infrastructure heading be widened 

to include Primary Schools, Doctors, Library etc. 

17.3 RN considered that the Development Area boundaries should be amended in order to 

reduce house building opportunities.  DR noted that this had already been discussed, but 

has not been approved by WDC. 

17.4 It was agreed to try again under the auspices of the Localism Act. 

ACTION DT (N) 

18 CLERK’S REPORT 

18.1 The Clerk reported on the recent flooding at Cornfield Cottage, Fletching Street, caused 

allegedly by storm water flowing off Court Meadow and noted that the item would be on 

the agenda for the Community Development Committee on 20 August 2012. 

18.2 After debate it was agreed that the Clerk should also consult with Coppards of 

Crowborough for advice and guide prices for possible remedial work. 

ACTION DT (N) 

 

19 ITEMS OF INFORMATION AND NEXT AGENDA ITEMS 

19.1 It was noted that three or four applications had been received for the post of Clerk.  

Interviews were to be arranged.  The services of SALC would not be required. 

19.2 The Full Council thanked the Clerk for his work and contribution to Mayfield and Five 

Ashes Parish Council over the past seven and a half years. 

 

 

 

THE MEETING CLOSED AT 21.56 HOURS. 

 

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE MAYFIELD AND FIVE ASHES PARISH COUNCIL 

WOULD BE: 

 

VENUE:  MAYFIELD PRIMARY SCHOOL HALL 

 

DATE:  10 SEPTEMBER 2012 

 

TIME:  1930 HOURS 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annex 1 

 

 

Actions from Meeting 10C07 
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MINUTE DESCRIPTION STATUS 

 10C07/7.5 Clerk to develop a press policy. 

 

OPEN 

 

Actions form Meeting 10C09 

 10C09/14.5 Mayfield village sign near Piccadilly Lane 

damaged – In hand.   
OPEN 

 

Actions from Meeting 11C03 

 11C03/14.7 Damaged bollard on Five Ashes Village Green 

to be replaced.  New estimate awaited.  In hand. 
OPEN 

 

Actions from Meeting 11C04 

 11C04/7.6 To work with Chamber of Commerce to produce 

a village leaflet. 
OPEN 

 

Actions from Meeting 11C05 

 11C05/7.5 Leppards Butchers – state of decoration to be 

followed up with Mr Smithers.  In hand. 
OPEN 

 

Actions from meeting 11C08 

 11C08/2.2 Content of Police Reports to be widened.  RT to 

follow up. 
OPEN 

 

Actions from Meeting 11C11 

 11C11/15.1A Clerk to arrange 20 minute presentation on 

Localism Act in near future.  Done. 
CLOSED 

Actions from Meeting 12C04 

C12/031 12C04/5.6 Shaws Fair issues to be resolved by Clerk. 

Done. 
CLOSED 

C12/031 12C04/11.3 Mayfield roundabout visibility issues. OPEN 

C12/033 12C04/12.5 WH to arrange for War Memorial to be 

corrected. 
OPEN 

    

12C/039 12C02/18.5 JB complained that she had not been 

consulted over the meeting between 

Officers of East Sussex County Council 

and the Clerk, over the proposals for the 

Licence for a Permissive footpath on 

Bridleway 92, instead of a Permissive 

footpath/bridleway alternative.  A full 

explanation was required from the Clerk. 

OPEN 

 

 

   

Actions from meeting 12C05 

12S51 12C05/6.2 CD to enquire about the provision of anti 

skid road surface at the traffic crossing 

rear Five Ashes Primary School. 

OPEN 
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12S52 12C05/7.2 Mayfield roundabout and surrounds issues 

with regard to impaired visibility because 

of overgrowing foliage. 

OPEN 

12C53 12C05/16.1 Fracking debate to be placed on the Full 

Council agenda for September 2012. 
OPEN 

12D54 12C05/71.4 House building and infrastructure issues to 

be raised with WDC Corporate Planning 

with regard to opportunity under the 

Localism Act. 

OPEN 

12D55 12C05/18.3 Clerk to consult Coppards over flooding at 

Cornfield Cottage and seek remedial 

solution to problem. 

OPEN 

 

 

Number of Actions at 12C01  10 

Closed in the Period     1 

New Actions 12C03     5 

Total     14 


