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--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF MAYFIELD  

AND FIVE ASHES PARISH COUNCIL  

ORDINARY MEETING 
HELD AT MAYFIELD PRIMARY SCHOOL 

ON MONDAY 10 JANUARY 2011 AT 1930 HOURS 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Chairman of Mayfield and Five Ashes Parish Council 

Councillor D Redman  

 

SUMMARY OF MEETING 

 Financial Report November 2011 (10FA8) approved. 

 Car parking problems in Mayfield discussed. 

 Royal Wedding street party discussed. 

 Advice on Parish Council grit bins project requested for Rotherfield and Wadhurst. 

 

 

 

ATTENDANCE 

 

Robert Fitzsimmons  (RF)  Present and Voting 

Monica Aitkin   (MA)  Apologies for Absence (B) 

Paul Amans   (PA)  Present and Voting 

Patricia Balfour  (PB)  Present and Voting 

Jayne Bramwell   (JB)  Present and Voting 

Andrew Burnett  (AB)  Present and Voting 

Warwick Child  (WH)  Present and Voting 

Jane Driscoll   (JD)  Apologies for Absence (B) 

Hubert Hills   (HH)  Present and Voting 

Chris Lilly   (CL)  Present and Voting 

Lloyd McLean   (LM)  Present and Voting 

Graham Playfoot   (GP)  Present and Voting 

Deveda Redman   (DR)  Present and Voting 

Jerry Watkiss   (JW)  Present and Voting 

Elaine Wheeler   (EW)  Apologies for Absence 

 

Present and voting 12  Present and not voting 0 

Apologies for Absence 3 Not present 0  Other Council Business 0   

 

Also in attendance: Wealden District Councillors Brian Redman (BR), Jonica Fox (JF), and 

Graham Wells (GW), East Sussex County Council Councillor Robert Tidy (RT) and Chris Dowling 

(CD) 

David Thompson Parish Clerk (DT), and Courier Reporter Vivien Levy 

Apologies for Absence: WDC Robert Standley (RS). 

There were no members of the public present.  

 

 

 

 

10C09 
COUNCIL APPROVED 

 

 

D REDMAN 

CHAIRMAN 
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MINUTES 

 

1. DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS ON AGENDA ITEMS 

1.1. AB described a general interest over issues affecting encroachment onto the southern 

boundary of Court Meadow by a property which was managed by himself, as an estate 

agent. 

1.2. There were no other declarations of interest. 

 

2. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

2.1. The Chairman wished all members a happy New Year. 

2.2. The Chairman announced that two Parish Councils, Rotherfield and Wadhurst had 

approached the Clerk for information on how Mayfield and Five Ashes Parish Council 

had managed to organise their winter gritting programme. 

 

3. POLICE REPORT  

3.1. The Chairman reported that yet again there was no police report.  So far as could be 

gathered there had been two burglaries over Christmas, the theft of a mobile phone, and 

a full tank of fuel oil. 

3.2. Members were not satisfied with the current performance of the two PCSOs allocated to 

them, and after debate it was decided that the Clerk would write to the Chief Constable 

on the matter. 

ACTION DT 

 

4. PUBLIC QUESTON TIME 

4.1. There were no questions from members of the public. 

 

5. REPORT FROM ESCC COUNCILLOR R TIDY 

5.1. Councillor R Tidy reported that: 

 There was a campaign to be mounted to clear the latest batch of pot holes.  The 

money would be found from within the ESCC budget. 

 Love Lane car park – The Parish Council would be advised in the near future. 

 In his view, RT considered that the police problems experienced by Mayfield and 
Five Ashes arose from poor communication.  RT will follow up. 

ACTION DT 

 It was noted that a substantial amount of redundancy was being incurred with police 

services. 

 

6. WEALDEN DISTRICT COUNCIL REPORT 

6.1. BR drew attention to WDC bulletin No 6 which included: 

 Council Tax held at £174.04 for a Band D property. 

 Localism Bill 

The Government has published the Localism Bill which seeks to give more power to 

local authorities and the local community.  From a planning perspective, it will allow 

communities to draw up a Neighbourhood Plan, to be approved by a local 

referendum, which would allow some developments to bypass the planning process.  

It also gives communities the Right to Build when more than 50 per cent support is 
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achieved through a local referendum.  Communities will also be allowed to nominate 

Assets of Community Value, giving communities the chance to buy assets that come 

on the market.  A Duty of General Competence will enable councils, including some 

parish councils, to do anything that is not expressly prohibited.  Voluntary, 

community groups and parish councils will be able to challenge a local authority if 

they think they could deliver services better themselves.  The Localism Bill will also 

give communities the right to veto “excessive” council tax rises, including precepts 

set by large parishes; abolish the Standards Board, and clarify rules on 

“predetermination,” enabling councillors to champion issues on which they have 

already expressed an opinion at council meetings.  At the same time it will make 

non-declaration of personal interest a criminal offence.  The Localism Bill promises 

to be a far reaching piece of legislation.  District councillors will be briefed on the 

new proposals in the new year. 

6.2 JF reported that: 

 Due to the latest bout of severe weather, Wealden postponed refuse and recycling 

collections on Monday 20 December, and will be attempting to complete waste 

collection from households missed before Christmas.  Crews were redeployed 

clearing car parks and high street pavements in the District‟s main towns and 

villages.  The County Council has been depositing Hippo bags containing grit at 

locations in some of the district‟s towns to enable shopkeepers to help keep 

pavements clear.   

 The affordable housing at Criers Lane had been completed and occupancy was 
expected very soon. 

 

7. MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 

13 DECEMBER 2010 (10C08) 

7.1. Five minor errors of accuracy were accepted after which the minutes were approved by 

UNANIMOUS vote. 

7.2. With regard to Minute 10C08/12.4 it was noted that the Clerk had obtained the 

agreement, subject to ratification of the Chamber of Commerce, Church and Open Door 

for a street party on the day of the Royal Wedding.  Clerk to form a coordination group. 

ACTION DT 

7.3. The state of the road junction finger posts was noted, and only limited work could be 

carried out within the 2011/12 budget.  It was agreed to add finger posts to the 

„Memorial List‟. 

7.4. WH reported on his latest research into the war dead in Mayfield and Five Ashes, in 

connection with the War Memorial refurbishment. 
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8. FINANCE REPORT – NOVEMBER 2010 10FA08 

8.1. CL reported on the results: 

 There had been a considerable amount of catch up of expenditure in November, 

which for the period was £9359.93 over budget.  There had however been a 

substantial under spend in October. 

 Year to date expenditure was £3731.37 below budget. 

 It was noted that the estimated outturn showed expenditure was £3652 above budget. 

8.2. CL noted that expenditure needed to be monitored carefully in order to try and keep 

within the budget – to be discussed at next F&GP. 

ACTION DT 

8.3. The Finance Report and Statement was approved by UNANIMOUS vote. 

 

9. MINUTES FOR ADOPTION 

9.1. The following minutes were adopted by the Full Council by UNANIMOUS vote: 

 10P13 Planning Executive Committee Status Chairman Approved 

 10P14 Planning Executive Committee Status Chairman Approved 

9.2. PB asked for an explanation of the „Lawful Development‟ and the reason for the cases, 

and also an explanation as to why there were cases where WDC overturned Parish 

Council decisions. 

WDC Councillor Redman gave the explanation, and described how the „Parish 

Response‟ system worked.  He noted that the Clerk also provided an analysis in the 

Parish Council‟s Annual Report. 

9.3. GP drew attention to Minute 10P14/5.1 and noted that the Committee would still need 

paper records when WDC went over to electronic data transmission.  

 

10. REPORT FROM COMMITTEES 

10.1. JW reported that the Rights of Way Committee had held a meeting with Argos Hill 

residents over developments on the Bridleway 92 extension project.  It was agreed that 

the Parish Council would consult with residents on this project. 

10.2. For the Community Safety and Traffic Committee, RF reported that there was a need to 

build up grit supplies in Five Ashes, and this had been agreed at the last meeting of the 

Committee. 

There had been a theft of a full tank of fuel oil and it had been agreed that the Clerk 

would make a note in the next issue of Yellow Pages. 

ACTION DT 

10.3. There was no report for the Community Development Committee. 

 

11. REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES 

11.1. For the War Memorial WH reported that information had come to light on a small 

number of post World War II casualties, and that he was checking the records. 

11.2. AB reported that the Chamber of Commerce would be meeting towards the end of the 

month, to be followed by the AGM at the following meeting. 
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11.3. The issue of the Maypole was discussed, and it was agreed to try and get the Maypole 

ready for 2011. 

ACTION DT 

11.4. There were no other reports from representatives. 

 

12. PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS MAY 2011 

12.1. DR reported that the Parish Council elections would be held on Thursday 5 May 2011, 

and as a Quality Council it was necessary to have as near as possible a fully elected 

Council.  To assist the election administration DR asked each member to indicate to the 

Clerk whether or not they would be standing for election in 2011. 

12.2. To aid communication DR considered that it would be advantageous if each member 

placed a „potted history‟ on the website.  This was agreed by members. 

12.3. It was agreed that the Clerk would obtain the key dates for the election process, plus a 

supply of necessary documentation, and notify members by 12 February 2011. 

ACTION DT 

 

13. CLERK’S REPORT (10X09) 

13.1 The Clerk‟s report was approved by the Full Council without amendment. 

13.2 The Clerk reported that approval from the Department of Communities and Local 

Government had been given to the Parish Council to raise the loan for the Manor House. 

13.3 As up to 10 January 2011, over £6000 had been received towards the War Memorial 

refurbishment, in all 117 donations were made. 

13.4 With regards to possible encroachment on Court Meadow by a dwelling in Fletching 

Street, the Clerk would be taking this forward with the estate agents managing the site.  

AB described a general interest in this matter as reported in Minute 10C09/1.1. 

ACTION JB/DT 

 

14. ITEMS OF INFORMATION AND NEXT AGENDA ITEMS 

14.1. LM reported that a grit bin in Five Ashes had been damaged.  He would supply details to 

the Clerk. 

ACTION DT 

14.2. GP noted that the next Full Council meeting would be held at Five Ashes. 

14.3. JB enquired as to the position with regard to Love Lane car park.  It was noted that 

ESCC still had to provide details of the plot. 

ACTION DT 

14.4. JB enquired over the position with regards to parking in Mayfield High Street.  It was 

noted that this had been discussed by the Community Safety and Traffic Committee, and 

the Clerk had been instructed to take this forward at the highest level, and that parking 

generally needed to be discussed. 

ACTION DT 

14.5. PB reported that the Mayfield Village sign near Piccadilly Lane had been damaged. 

ACTION DT 
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THE MEETING CLOSED AT 2055 HOURS. 

 

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE MAYFIELD AND FIVE ASHES PARISH COUNCIL: 

 

VENUE:  FIVE ASHES VILLAGE HALL 

 

DATE:  MONDAY 14 FEBRUARY 2011 

 

TIME:  1930  
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Annex 1 

 

 

Actions from Meeting 10C03 

MINUTE DESCRIPTION STATUS 

 10C03/14.2 

 10C04/17.2 

Footpath construction standards to be obtained 

from ESCC – in hand. 
OPEN 

 10C03/18.7 High Street and rubbish bins not being taken in.  

In hand. 
OPEN 

 

Actions from Meeting 10C04 

 10C04/16.2 Clerk to follow potential grants from WARR 

Partnership. 
OPEN 

 

Actions from Meeting 10C05 

 10C05/3.7 Police Community Newsletter – RT to 

investigate circulation problems. 
OPEN 

 

Actions from Meeting 10C07 

 10C07/3.4 MB to examine parking problems at Marchants 

Garage, Mayfield. 
OPEN 

 10C07/7.5 Clerk to develop a press policy. 

 
OPEN 

 10C07/10.3 Youth Activities to be examined and reported. 

 
OPEN 

 10C07/12.7 Clerk to follow up Mayfield College Section 106 

agreement. 
OPEN 

 10C07/13.1 Clerk to carry forward the office relocation 

project.  In hand. 

OPEN 

 10C07/19.2 Court Meadow rose garden to be repaired and 

also boundary wall problems.  In hand. 

 

OPEN 

 10C07/19.6 Five Ashes play area – boundary fence to be 

repaired. 
OPEN 

 

Actions from Meeting 10C08 

 10C08/4.2 Clerk to arrange meeting with Argos Hill 

residents with regard to BW92.  Done. 

 

CLOSED 

 10C08/6.3 Clerk to thank WDC for assistance over 

Mayfield Cricket Club Planning Application. 
OPEN 

 10C08/7.2 B Horwood (MVC) to be invited to F&GP on 24 

January 2011. 
OPEN 

 10C08/7.5 Regular Youth Reports to be organised. 

 
OPEN 

 10C08/8.2 RoW finance balances to be checked by DT. 

 
OPEN 

 10C08/9.3 Stiles to be added to Memorials list.  Done. 

 
CLOSED 

 10C08/10.7 WDC to be advised of Precept for 2011/12.  

Done. 

 

CLOSED 
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 10C08/10.8 Clerk to obtain more detail on Mayfield Fringe. 

 
OPEN 

 10C08/13.1 Extra Full Council Meeting to be added to 

Standing Orders. Done. 

CLOSED 

 

 

Actions form Meeting 10C09 

 10C09/3.2 

 10C09/14.4 

Performance of Police on parking issues and 

crime reporting needs improvement.  Clerk to 

follow up with Police. 

OPEN 

 10C09/7.3 Review of state of finger posts to be carried.  

Place on Memorial List. 
OPEN 

 10C09/8.2 Outturn forecast review for F&GP on                           

24 January 2011. 
OPEN 

 10C09/10.2 Clerk to highlight fuel oil theft in Yellow Pages. 

 
OPEN 

 10C09/11.3 Maypole – arrangements to be made for its 

recovery. 
OPEN 

 10C09/12.3 Election arrangements – Clerk to put in hand. OPEN 

 

 10C09/13.4 Court Meadow encroachment – Clerk to start 

arrangements to solve problem. 
OPEN 

 10C09/14.1 Grit bin in Argos Hill damaged.  Clerk to report. OPEN 

 

 10C09/14.3 Love Lane car park issues to be progressed. OPEN 

 

 10C09/14.5 Mayfield village sign near Piccadilly Lane 

damaged – Clerk to report. 
OPEN 

 

 

 

 

 


