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--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF MAYFIELD  

AND FIVE ASHES PARISH COUNCIL  

ORDINARY MEETING 
HELD AT MAYFIELD PRIMARY SCHOOL HALL 

ON MONDAY 14 MARCH 2011 AT 1930 HOURS 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Chairman of Mayfield and Five Ashes Parish Council 

Councillor Deveda Redman 

Meeting Chairman Cllr. R Fitzsimmons 

 

SUMMARY OF MEETING 

 Financial Report January 2011 (10FA10) approved. 

 Debate on car parking in Mayfield 

 Police Report 

 May elections update 

 Lucy Firrell Nominated by Parish Council to join John Hall Memorial Trust 

 

 

 

ATTENDANCE 

 

Robert Fitzsimmons  (RF)  Present and Voting 

Monica Aitkin   (MA)  Present and Voting 

Paul Amans   (PA)  Present and Voting 

Patricia Balfour  (PB)  Present and Voting 

Jayne Bramwell   (JB)  Present and Voting 

Andrew Burnett  (AB)  Present and Voting 

Warwick Child  (WH)  Present and Voting 

Jane Driscoll   (JD)  Present and Voting 

Hubert Hills   (HH)  Present and Voting 

Chris Lilly   (CL)  Present and Voting 

Lloyd McLean   (LM)  Present and Voting 

Graham Playfoot   (GP)  Present and Voting 

Deveda Redman   (DR)  Apologies for Absence (S) 

Jerry Watkiss   (JW)  Present and Voting 

Elaine Wheeler   (EW)  Present and Voting 

 

Present and voting 14   Present and not voting 0 

Apologies for Absence 1 Not present 0  Other Council Business 0   

 

Also in attendance: East Sussex County Council Councillors Robert Tidy (RT) and Chris Dowling 

(CD) 

David Thompson Parish Clerk (DT), and Courier Reporter Vivien Levy 

Apologies for Absence: WDC Robert Standley (RS), Jonica Fox (JF), Graham Wells (GW) and 

Brian Redman (BR). 

 

There were no members of the public present.  

 

10C11 
Draft 
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MINUTES 

 

1. DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS ON AGENDA ITEMS 

1.1. AB declared an interest on Minute 10C11/21.2 with regard to Bluebell Cottage, 

Fletching Street, as the managing agent for the property, and took no part in the 

discussion. 

1.2. There were no other declarations of interest by members on the agenda items. 

 

2. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

2.1. The Chairman reported that at the meeting on the Community Safety and Traffic 

Committee held on 7 March 2011 Ken Wapling had agreed to represent the Parish 

Council on the Sussex Police Joint Action Group (JAG), which was to be held on 12 

April 2011 at the Fire Station, Heathfield. 

2.2. It was reported that with regard to the recent outbreak of fuel thefts, three people had 

been apprehended and enquiries were ongoing. 

2.3. A leaflet on fuel theft precautions was being produced by the police for public 

distribution. 

2.4. It was reported that following investigations, that there was no significant change in drug 

use in Mayfield and Five Ashes. 

 

3. POLICE REPORT 

3.1. MB reported as follows: 

Tickets: 14/02/11 to 14/03/11 – 4 for parking on double yellow lines, 2 for overstaying 

two hour limit. 

Crimes 14/02/11 to 14/03/11:  5 small local crimes noted.   

 

4. REPORT FROM ESCC COUNCILLORS R TIDY AND CHRIS DOWLING 

4.1. RT reported that: 

 ESCC officers’ pay had been held, with no increase for a second successive year. 

 Children - ESCC parenting role for problem children had been given a 4
*
 rating in a 

recent quality audit.  The county was helping neighbouring county councils improve 

standards. 

 The Central Government 10 point standard (Police) for dealing with members of the 
public had been scrapped and had been replaced by one tailored to the needs of 

Sussex. 

 Police Stations and front office opening hours were to be reduced as part of a 

substantial cost cutting initiative. 

4.2. RT had visited South Street a number of times with regard to the car parking problems 
but had not experienced significant difficulty, and considered that the problems were 

being caused by the building work at Harmony House.  CL noted that on many occasions 

that was true, but at various times of the day blockages were occurring.  The 

enforcement of the parking regulations on the High Street, had led to South Street being 

used for parking by shop owners. 

It was noted that ESCC Highways Department had placed the relining on the white and 

yellow lines on their programme of work. 
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4.3. CD reported on the pot hole filling in Five Ashes.  In general ESCC had filled over 

30,000 holes so far.  EW asked for areas in Skippers Hill and Criers Lane to be taken 

into account.  It was noted that there were a number of pot holes on Windmill Hall and 

Fir Toll Road. 

4.4. In answer to a question from AB on road maintenance policy, RT noted that by adopting 

a resource maximisation programme of work the road maintenance programme had been 

delivered £3m under budget. 

4.5. CD asked for a copy of the Parish Council audit of the Five Ashes speed restriction 

project.  It was noted that M Higgs was conducting the ESCC safety audit. 

ACTION DT 

 

5. WEALDEN DISTRICT COUNCIL REPORT 

5.1. With the absence of WDC members there was no verbal report from Wealden District 

Council and the following written report was submitted. 

REPORT FROM WEALDEN DISTRICT COUNCIL TO MAYFIELD PARISH 

COUNCIL (MARCH 2011) BY COUNCILLOR GRAHAM WELLS 

 Get your street party applications in on time – if your local community is planning a 

Royal Wedding street party over the bank holiday weekend, 29 April – 2 May, please 

ensure you apply for a street closure in plenty of time to allow for the necessary 

consultations to take place with ESCC and the emergency services.  Try and get your 

applications to Wealden District Council by 18 March.  Application forms are 

available on WDC website under ‘road closures’. 

 Rural Development Programme for England (RDPE) – 28 projects across Wealden 
have successfully been awarded £389,805 of matched funding through 

WARR/RDPE partnership.  The aim is to fund those that will have long term social 

and economic benefits, ranging from farm diversification schemes, forestry and 

woodland management businesses, and community and village hall enhancements to 

several tourism businesses.  For example, an organic farm near Wartling was 

awarded £50,000 towards the conversion of a redundant farm building to provide self 

catering holiday accommodation together with storage and office facilities for their 

yoghurt business.  For further information contact Sarah King Economic 

Development Manager at WDC (01892 602884). 

 Planning Matters – representations are being sought on WDC’s Core Strategy ahead 
of Examination in Public later this year.  This will guide sustainable development in 

the District over the next 20 years.  Your Clerk has a copy of this.  Unfortunately, 

there are some errors and errata had been published.  Consequently, the period for 

final representations has now been extended until 18 March 2011. 

 Luncheon Clubs initiative – WDC has successfully bid for funding from the Food 

Standards Agency to support the numerous voluntary lunch clubs operating in the 
Wealden area with information, advice and training on food safety and nutrition.  

Working with Action and Rural Sussex and a number of lunch clubs, booklets have 

been produced on these subjects.  They are being offered to the clubs’ volunteers 

with a short training session and have been well received. 

 The 2011 Parish Conference – We are hoping to bring forward this year’s conference 

to September or October.  The main item for discussion will be the Localism Bill.  

We have written to all parish and town councils asking for views on this important 

piece of legislation, so we can focus the programme on key issues.  We look forward 

to your responses. 
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6. MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 14 FEBRUARY 2011 

(10C10) 

6.1. There were no changes for omission or accuracy to the minutes, which were approved by 

UNANIMOUS vote. 

6.2 There were no questions, comments, or observations on the minutes. 

 

7. FINANCE REPORT – JANUARY 2011 

7.1. The Finance Report for January had been circulated in advance to members.  CL 

reported as follows: 

 Period Results  

Income – final rents collected 

Expenditure – main items was advance payment of library support as part of 

community expenses. 

 Year to date – Income was £1008 better than budget, mainly due to extra donations, 
and expenditure was £3762 better than budget. 

 The current outturn forecast was roughly in line with budget despite increase 
expenditure on village services (hanging baskets and winter arrangements) and 

recreation (allotments and Court Meadow boundary costs).  Office costs would be 

overspent.  

7.2. MA asked where the £400 grant for the Royal Wedding celebrations were coming from.  

Answer 2011/12 budget contingency allocation. 

7.3. The Finance Report was approved by UNANIMOUS vote. 

 

8. MINUTES FOR ADOPTION 

8.1. 10P16 Planning Executive Committee – Status Committee Approved. 

10P17 Planning Executive Committee – Status Chairman Approved. 

10D05 Community Development Advisory Committee – Status Draft 

10F09 Finance and General Purposes Executive Committee – Status Chairman 

Approved 

8.2. Three minor changes were accepted to Minutes 10F09, and one change to Minutes 

10D05, after which all the above minutes were adopted by UNANIMOUS vote. 

 

9. PLANNING COMMITTEE 

9.1. GP reported that issues arising from the latest Planning Application from the Cricket 

Club, (10F17/4.1), where a member of the public had raised concerns over the potential 

scale of entertainment operations at the club.  It was noted that: 

 The scale of the access works and levelling of the cricket pitch required the large 

scale earth moving works currently taking place. 

 The recent plan required modification because the providers of a grant to the cricket 

club required large changing rooms, hence the modified planning application. 

 It was considered that the finished project would be visually acceptable. 
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 Neighbours concerns with regarding the entertainment aspirations were best dealt 

with under the licence application. 

9.2. With regard to the application by the Raglan Housing Association for an extension of 

time over the Southmead Close social housing site GP reported that he had attended the 

Wealden District Council Planning meeting to make the Parish Council case for 

objecting to the proposals.  However the view of the Parish Council had been overruled 

and the extension of time had been granted. 

 

10. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 

10.1. With regard to Minute 10F09/3.3 JB asked why the Memorial Hall had refused to pay 

their rent.  It was reported that when as a charity the King George’s Field had been 

obliged to pay commercial rents, the Parish Council had made a grant of £150 and the 

Memorial Hall had paid a rent of £150. 

Clearly this situation could not continue and the Clerk would be writing to the Memorial 

Hall on the subject as per minute 10F09/3.4. 

10.2. With regard to Action 9F4/2.6, it was confirmed that the Parish Council were concerned 

to understand who owned what on the Five Ashes Village Hall and playing field and 

what their legal status was.  The Clerk would follow up. 

ACTION DT 

11. RIGHTS OF WAY COMMITTEE 

11.1. It was reported that the current focus was on the Bridleway 92 project, where the current 

position was that: 

 Land ownership questions with ESCC were still awaiting answers. 

 The trackbed had been examined by Coppards and members of the Committee – 
Coppards had been very supportive. 

 Views on the proposed habitat survey were still awaited from ESCC. 

 The tunnel inspection had been delayed until April. 

 A questionnaire was being carried out with a substantial response so far. 

 There were some unanswered land ownership issues at the Rotherfield end of the 
route. 

11.2. RT noted that Rotherfield Parish Council had ambitions to develop a footpath from 

Rotherfield to Jarvis Brook and might not wait to make a financial contribution and 

suggested that the Parish Council enlist support without financial commitment.   

This suggestion was accepted. 

ACTION DT 

 

12. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND COMMUNITY SAFETY AND TRAFFIC 

COMMITTEE 

12.1. There was nothing additional to be published minutes to report from the Community 

Development Committee. 

12.2. RF had nothing to add on Community Safety and Traffic, except that both Mayfield and 

Five Ashes continued to be safe places to live. 
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13. ARGOS HILL WINDMILL 

13.1 There was nothing to report on Argos Hill Windmill. 

 

14. TRANSITION MAYFIELD 

14.1. It was reported that Transition Mayfield would be holding a workshop event at the 

Memorial Hall on the 22 March from 19:30 – 20:30 hours. 

 

15 WAR MEMORIAL 

15.1 It was reported that: 

 Work on the Memorial Hall would start on 29 March 2011. 

 A light scaffold would be needed. 

 A parking space would be required for the contractor’s equipment. 

 The work would run for two weeks. 

 A long term maintenance programme would be drawn up. 

15.2 WH had been asked by the Clerk to examine the Five Ashes War Memorial, in order to 

ascertain what work if any was required. 

 

 

 

16 CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

16.1 AB reported that the Chamber of Commerce would be cancelling this year’s May Fair 

because of the clash with the forthcoming Royal Wedding, to which it would give full 

support. 

16.2 The Chamber would be concentrating on: 

 Christmas shopping. 

 Christmas lights. 

 Raising donations from village shops. 

 

17 MAYFIELD VILLAGE CENTRE 

17.1 AB noted that the Mayfair Village Centre could be affected by the cricket club 

development, and may well face problems over provision of sports facilities, should the 

cricket club develop on similar lines.  CL – wondered where cricket club funds were 

being obtained it was agreed to monitor progress. 

 

18 MAYFIELD CAR PARKING FACILITIES 

18.1 RF opened the debate by outlining the increasing car parking problems within the village.  

He noted that the only site that had been identified by the Community Safety and Traffic 

Committee was the strip of land between Memorial Hall and the retaining wall adjacent 

to the Tunbridge Wells Road (C14). 

18.2 CL had identified two further sites: 

 Alywins 

 Behind the Stone House within the convent. 

18.3 As noted there was also a possibility of developing some parking spaces near the Hollies. 



 10C11 (2DT/RF)   7 

18.4 During debate all suggested sites were discussed, there were problems with all sites but it 

was agreed to examine all of them.  The following actions were agreed: 

 A Stone House – CL to discuss with A Bayliss. 

B Aylwins – Clerk to write to developer. 

C Hollies – AB to draw up ideas. 

D Memorial Hall - Clerk to circulate survey drawings. 

ACTION DT/CL/AB 

18.5 It was considered that there might be funding from the Mayfield Grange Section 106 

allocations. 

 

19 RESOLUTION 10C15 NOMINATION OF TRUSTEE TO JOHN HALL MEMORIAL 

FUND 

19.1 The following resolution was put to the Parish Council: 

That Mayfield and Five Ashes Parish Council nominate Lucy Firrell as trustee to 

the John Hall Memorial Fund. 

19.2 WH outlined the qualities and history of Lucy Firrell, and outlined the purposes of the 

fund.  The Chairman then called for a vote on the Resolution. 

For 14      Against  nil      Abstain  nil  

The Resolution was carried.  Clerk to inform the John Hall Memorial Fund.  Action DT 

20 MAY ELECTIONS 

20.1 The Clerk reported that the Parish Council elections were to be held on 5 May 2011.  

Application forms were available, and the Clerk would assist by providing electoral roll 

data as required.  The deadline to submit application forms to Wealden District Council 

was 31 March 2011. 

20.2 The Clerk reported that to date only five Councillors potted histories had been received 

for the website. 

 

21 CLERK’S REPORT 10X11 

21.1 The Clerk’s report had been circulated to members and was approved. 

21.2 The Clerk reported that he had received correspondence from the owner and managing 

agent Bluebell Cottage which disputed the Parish Council’s boundary claim.  The issue 

would be put before the next meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee. 

ACTION DT 

21.3 PB enquired about the proposed explanatory document on understanding the Finance 

return. 

                                                                                                                                  ACTION DT 

 

22 ITEMS OF INFORMATION AND NEXT AGENDA ITEMS 

22.1 JB drew attention to the decorative state of the butcher’s shop, which she considered to 

be a listed building. 

ACTION DT 

22.2 JB drew attention to the Village Section of the Mayfield and Five Ashes website.  The 

Clerk would review with D Kirkness. 

ACTION DT 
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22.3 EW reported that Five Ashes residents had requested a street light to the fitted near the 

entrance to Five Ashes Village Hall near the notice boards. 

ACTION DT 

22.4 RF reminded all Committee Chairs to check and clear out old actions.  Clerk to place on 

agenda’s. 

ACTION DT 

 

 

 

THE MEETING CLOSED AT 21.25 HOURS. 

 

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE MAYFIELD AND FIVE ASHES PARISH COUNCIL: 

 

VENUE:  MAYFIELD PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 

DATE:  MONDAY 11 APRIL 2011 

 

TIME:  1930 Hours 
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Annex 1 

 

 

Actions from Meeting 10C03 

MINUTE DESCRIPTION STATUS 

 10C03/14.2 

 10C04/17.2 

Footpath construction standards to be obtained 

from ESCC – in hand. 
OPEN 

 10C03/18.7 High Street and rubbish bins not being taken in.  

In hand. 
OPEN 

 

Actions from Meeting 10C05 

 10C05/3.7 Police Community Newsletter – RT to 

investigate circulation problems. 
OPEN 

 

Actions from Meeting 10C07 

 10C07/7.5 Clerk to develop a press policy. 

 
OPEN 

 10C07/12.7 Clerk to follow up Mayfield College Section 106 

agreement.  In hand. 

OPEN 

 10C07/13.1 Clerk to carry forward the office relocation 

project.  In hand. 

OPEN 

 

Actions from Meeting 10C08 

 10C08/7.5 Regular Youth Reports to be organised. 

 
OPEN 

 

Actions form Meeting 10C09 

 10C09/7.3 Review of state of finger posts to be carried.  

Place on List.  Done. 
CLOSED 

 10C09/8.2 Outturn forecast review for F&GP on                           

24 January 2011.  Done. 

CLOSED 

 10C09/10.2 Clerk to highlight fuel oil theft in Yellow Pages. 

Done. 

CLOSED 

 10C09/11.3 Maypole – arrangements to be made for its 

recovery. 
OPEN 

 10C09/12.3 Election arrangements – Clerk to put in hand.  

Done. 
CLOSED 

 

 10C09/13.4 Court Meadow encroachment – Clerk to start 

arrangements to solve problem.  In hand. 
OPEN 

 10C09/14.1 Grit bin in Argos Hill damaged.  Clerk to report.  

Done. 
CLOSED 

 

 10C09/14.3 Love Lane car park issues to be progressed.  In 

hand. 

OPEN 

 

 10C09/14.5 Mayfield village sign near Piccadilly Lane 

damaged – Clerk to report. 
OPEN 

 

Actions from Meeting 10C10 

 10C10/10.2 Clerk to follow up Five Ashes Police house 

problems with WDC.  In hand. 
OPEN 

 10C10/10.3 Schedule of Governance issues and dates to be 

arranged.  Done. 
CLOSED 

 10C10/11.1 Clerk to arrange 3 monthly Youth DIC reports. OPEN 
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 10C10/12.6 Yellow Pages on line – to be considered. OPEN 

 

 10C10/3.5 Clerk and Police to follow up South Street car 

parking problem.  Done. 
CLOSED 

 10C10/5.4 Members to review evidence for possible 

resurgence of drug taking in Mayfield and Five 

Ashes.  Done. 

CLOSED 

 10C10/13.3 Five Ashes War Memorial – condition to be 

determined.  In hand. 
OPEN 

Actions from 

Meeting 10 C 11 

  

10 C 11/4.5 RT Clerk to obtain response from ESCC on 

Parish A267 Speed Restriction audit 
OPEN 

10 C 11/10.2 Clerk to follow up enquiry over ownership of 

Five Ashes Village Hall and Playing field 
OPEN 

10C11/11.2 Clerk to offer support to Rotherfield Parish 

council for their Rotherfield – Jarvis Brook 

footpath 

OPEN 

10C11/17.1 Car Parking debate various actions on potential 

sites 
OPEN 

10C11/19.1 Clerk to advise result of Resolution 10C15 to 

John Hall Fund 
OPEN 

10C11/22.1 Attention to be drawn to the decorative state of 

the butchers shop 
OPEN 

10C11/22.2 Village section of Website to be updated OPEN 

 

10C11/22.3 New Five Ashes Street light request to go on 

projects list 
OPEN 

10C11/22.4 Action reviews to appear on all agendas OPEN 

 

 

 

 

 


