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--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF MAYFIELD  

AND FIVE ASHES PARISH COUNCIL  

STATUTORY MEETING 
HELD AT MAYFIELD PRIMARY SCHOOL HALL 

ON MONDAY 12 JULY 2010 AT 1930 HOURS 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Chairman of Mayfield and Five Ashes Parish Council 

Councillor D Redman  

 

SUMMARY OF MEETING 

 Mayfield Fire Station discussed and decision of support made. 

 Aylwins housing project discussed. 

 Financial Report May 2010 (10FA02) approved. 

 Councillors allowances – approved for 2011/12. 

 Mayfield Fire Station – Action Plan agreed. 

 

 

 

ATTENDANCE 

 

Robert Fitzsimmons  (RF)  Present and Voting 

Monica Aitkin   (MA)  Present and Voting 

Paul Amans   (PA)  Apologies for Absence (B) 

Patricia Balfour  (PB)  Present and Voting 

Jayne Bramwell   (JB)  Present and Voting 

Andrew Burnett  (AB)  Apologies for Absence (B) 

Warwick Child  (WH)  Present and Voting 

Jane Driscoll   (JD)  Apologies for Absence (H) 

Hubert Hills   (HH)  Present and Voting 

Chris Lilly   (CL)  Apologies for Absence (H) 

Lloyd McLean   (LM)  Present and Voting  

Graham Playfoot   (GP)  Present and Voting 

Deveda Redman   (DR)  Present and Voting 

Jerry Watkiss   (JW)  Present and Voting 

Elaine Wheeler   (EW)  Present and Voting 

 

Present and voting 11  Present and not voting 0 

Apologies for Absence 4 Not present 0  Other Council Business 0   

 

Also in attendance: Wealden District Councillors Brian Redman (BR), Graham Wells (GW), East 

Sussex County Council Councillor Robert Tidy (RT) 

David Thompson Parish Clerk (DT) and Courier Reporter Vivien Levy 

Apologies for Absence: WDC Councillor Robert Standley (RS), Jonica Fox (JF) and ESCC 

Councillors Chris Dowling (CD) 

There were 6 members of the public present. 

 

 

 

10C04 
CHAIRMAN 

APPROVED 
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MINUTES 

 

1. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS BY MEMBERS ON AGENDA ITEMS 

1.1. There were no declarations of interest by members. 

 

2. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

2.1. The Chairman noted the introduction of name cards for each member, these would be 

used at each meeting of the Parish Council, and should be returned to the Clerk at the 

end of each meeting. 

 

3. POLICE REPORT  

3.1. PCSO Paula Mackie for Five Ashes reported that there had been two break ins to 

outbuildings as follows: 

 24 June - Stonehurst Lane – stables broken into and tack stolen. 

 30 June – Report workshop broken into and machinery and tools stolen in Criers 
Lane. 

3.2. PCSO Matthew Boyle reported that on 9 July three parking tickets were issued for 

overstaying the two hour limit in Mayfield High Street. 

3.3. With regard to crime PCSO Matthew Boyle reported that a handbag had been stolen 

from a car in Mayfield High Street.  It was noted that there had been 3-4 similar 

incidents in Rotherfield over the past few weeks.  The basic advice was lock car doors 

and do not leave anything lying around on display, which would go a long way to 

prevent this from happening. 

 

4. PUBLIS QUESTION TIME - AYLWINS 

4.1. Ms Patricia Libby and Ms Courtauld wished to question the changes in planning 

applications for Aylwins and the maintenance site.  There concerns were: 

 The original planning application had stipulated that the maintenance yard site, 
which had the affordable housing should be developed first, and this had not 

happened and wished to know why.  A change of Government was not seen as an 

excuse for letting the village down. 

 With regards parking, with the extra (fourth) dwelling being incorporated into the 

Aylwins structure, this could mean an extra three to four cars, since Aylwins was 

being converted into four dwellings each of three to four bedrooms, and nine 

additional houses. 

 Access was also seen as a problem, with 25-30 extra cars trying to access an already 
crowded High Street, could lead to accidents. 

 It was noted that there was already congestion in West Street and Station Road 
because of inadequate parking. 

4.2. Councillor Brian Redman, on behalf of Wealden District Council, noted that in a letter of 

March 2009 it had been agreed that both sites would be developed together and that the 

Parish Council had agreed to these changes (Letter WD/2009/0539 of 13 March 2009). 

ACTION DT 
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4.3. Ms Courtauld and two other residents who lived in the near vicinity questioned the car 

parking arrangements, where it was noted that the Mayfield and FiveAshes Parish 

Council policy was for two car parking spaces per dwelling, which was clearly not being 

met, and from the plans there was no provision for disabled car parking. 

4.4. Concern was expressed by the two nearby residents that the three parking spaces outside 

Aylwins had been temporarily prohibited, in order to accommodate lorries delivering 

materials to the site. 

4.5. In summing up DR noted that: 

 Mayfield had a severe car parking problem to which there was currently no solution. 

 A full car parking review from ESCC was unlikely in the near future since we were 
eighth in the queue. 

 The developers had full ESCC agreement for the temporary parking ban. 

4.6. JB considered that the project needed two car parking spaces for each dwelling and we 

should keep complaining to WDC. 

4.7. Residents were urged to make formal objections to WDC and copy their letters to the 

Clerk so that they could be taken into account when the current application was 

discussed at the Planning Committee meeting on 19 July 2010. 

 

5. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – FIRE SERVICE 

5.1. Mr Green, a retired fire fighter, and Mr Stevens asked each Councillor present to 

complete the Rural Review Questionnaire issued by East Sussex Fire and Rescue.  He 

emphasised that Question 8 of the questionnaire was of the utmost importance. 

5.2. It was agreed that members would complete the questionnaire and return them to the 

Clerk, who would arrange delivery to the Fire Service. 

 

6. REPORT FROM ESCC COUNCILLOR R TIDY 

6.1 RT reported that there was little to report because ESCC were still working through the 

£8 million cut in County Council resources and services.  The key parts of which were 

substantial reductions in: 

 Roads and community transport 

 Community safety 

 Children’s services 

 Economic development 

In addition spending had to be kept within tight budgeting constraints. 

6.2 With regards to the roundabout sponsorship project, JB asked to know: 

 The cost so far? 

 Was the project cost effective? 

RT replied that he would research the answer and reply. 

ACTION RT 

6.3 In answer to a further question on Community Transport, it was noted that some of these 

projects could be under threat. 

ACTION DT 
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7. WEALDEN DISTRICT COUNCIL REPORT 

7.1. BR reported that the Wealden District Councillors had agreed to co-ordinate reports, and 

henceforth one member would report to the whole council. 

7.2. The Wealden Report was: 

 Transformation programme would be progressed 

 WDC were publishing a Parish Bulletin which would give details of key parish 
issues from Wealden District Council. 

 Community awards. 

 Footpath 13, an objection had been lodged which was being considered by the 

planning inspectorate. 

 An enforcement order had been placed on Mr Sharma over a breach of conditions to 
a planning application. 

7.3. With regard to the Parish Bulletin, it was agreed that copies would be circulated to all 

members. 

ACTION DT 
 

8. MEETING OF THE FULL COUNCIL HELD ON 14 JUNE 2010 (10C03) 

8.1. Eight amendments were accepted to the minutes after which they were approved by 

UNANIMOUS vote. 

8.2. With regard to Action 10C03/28.2 on car parking permits, the Clerk reported that he had 

once again written to ESCC with regard to the issue of special parking permits, and 

when he had received a response he would reply to Rev N Prior.  It was agreed that it 

would be counter productive to issue special dispensations. 

 

9. FINANCE REPORT 

9.1. With regard to the monthly financial results the Clerk reported that: 

 The accounts for May had been fully reconciled, and that there was no unidentified 
balances. 

 The expenditure schedules had been approved by the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee. 

 The period income results were£72.40 against a budget of £45 due largely to sales of 

footpath walks and booklets. 

 The period expenditure was £8,343.79 against a budget of £11,200 mainly due to 
delay in funding the Five Ashes Security Project (£1640). 

 The year to date results were reasonable. 

 The Parish Council bank balance was £55,679 at end May.  The Parish Council 

balance was £50,124 at end May. 

 Outturn will be adjusted in June to account for hanging baskets project and grants 
received and other financial issues arising. 

9.2. Full details are on report 10FA02 which was accepted by the Full Council. 
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9.3. The Clerk reported that the Parish Council will create new nominated reserves for: 

 Elections 

 Play area equipment 

 

10. FIRE STATION MAYFIELD 

10.1. DR had contacted Neil Robinson to ask further questions on Mayfield Fire Station: 

 How many calls over a five year period: 

62 incidents were attended 

35% by Mayfield 

68% incidents in other areas 

E14 made 105 calls per year (41% were false alarms). 

 How many staff units to get Mayfield up to full complement: 

Complement 12 Units 

In place  5.75 8 persons 

Short  6.25 6 persons 

 Recruiting costs £4000 per additional unit 

10.2. Consideration needed to be given to whether there was a realistic chance of bringing the 

Fire Service up to complement. 

 15 applications from Mayfield, none accepted – no feedback given. 

 There was a wish for the Parish Council to fully support the campaign. 

 Monday evening was open for training sessions. 

10.3. LM noted that the Parish Council needed to know the training methods. 

10.4. Consideration was given to what needed to be done if the Parish Council voted in favour 

of supporting the Fire Service.  The following was suggested: 

 Get assurances from ESCC 

 Write to D Pritchard on the subject. 

 Obtain job description and job profiles. 

 Yellow Pages 

 Support a recruitment campaign. 

 Write to MP. 

ACTION DT 

10.5. The Full Council voted as to whether or not to support the Fire Service Campaign: 

Vote to support the Mayfield Fire Service 11 

Against       0 

UNANIMOUS VOTE in support of the Mayfield Fire Service. 
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11. MEMBERS ALLOWANCES 

11.1. A paper on members allowances had been circulated by the Clerk on the subject of 

members allowances, which would be £140 for members and £230 for the Chairman.  

After debate the following Resolution was put to the members: 

RESOLUTION 10C04 

Mayfield and Five Ashes Parish Council RESOLVE to adopt allowances for the 

Chairman and members as laid down in WDC paper dated 12 April 2010, for those 

members who wish to take them. 

The Resolution was proposed by RF and seconded by PB: 

Vote for  8 

Against 3 

Abstention 0 

The motion was carried. 

ACTION DT 
 

12. MINTUES FOR ADOPTION 

12.1. The following minutes were proposed for adoption: 

 10P04 Planning Committee Status Approved 

 10D01 Community Development Status Approved 

 10F02 Finance and General Purposes Committee Status Approved 

 10A01 Annual Assembly Status Draft 

 10S01 Community Safety and Traffic Committee Status Approved 

 Observation and comments to the minutes 

12.2. Changes to the minutes were accepted for: 

10D01 – 2 changes 

10A01 – 1 change 

after which all the minutes in 12.1 above were adopted by the Full Council. 

ACTION DT 

12.3. A question was raised on the short term plan for issue raised in the Annual Assembly 

10A01/6.8.  It was noted that the Parish Council budget was year 1 of a short term plan 

and the project wish list would also contribute.  Consideration would be given to a 

simple short term plan. 

ACTION DT 

12.4. With regard to the Community Development, it was agreed that the Clerk would invite 

WDC Planning to talk to the Full Council on long term planning. 

ACTION DT 

12.5. It was agreed that with regard to Wincanton site the Clerk would ask the company to 

explain the current position. 

ACTION DT 
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13. TRANSITION MAYFIELD – REPRESENTATIVES REPORT 

13.1 PB replied that: 

News 

Email contact list: we are currently compiling an email list for those who want to be kept 

up to date with what Transition Mayfield is doing.  If you would like your name to be 

added just let us know info@transitionmayfield.org.uk. 

Organic vegetables: Herons Folly Garden is planning to introduce an organic vegetables 

bag scheme towards the end of August.  Those who are part of it will receive an email 

from Patrick Treherne on Monday mornings letting them know what is available that 

week.  Orders are to be placed by email by Wednesday and will be available for 

collection from the garden on Thursday or Friday.  If you would like to be part of the 

scheme call 01435 873605 or email ktreherne@btinternet.com. 

Transition Mayfield Energy Strategy: Wildlife Splash has been successful in obtaining a 

grant of around £4000 to work with the University of Brighton to survey the energy 

consumption of Mayfield and Five Ashes and to make an assessment of the potential of 

the community for generating its own energy in the future. 

Mayfield unplugged: we are currently seeking bands who would like to take part in the 

Mayfield unplugged concert: a celebration of acoustic music to be held in association 

with Music on the Meadow, in St Dunstan’s Church on 16 October 2010.  Contact Ray 

Reeves on 01435 873906 or mayfieldunplugged@tiscali.co.uk. 

 

14. MAYFIELD CHURCHYARD TRUST 

14.1. WH reported that the fund raising event for the Mayfield Churchyard Trust was going 

well and had raised £2000. 

 

15. CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

15.1. There was no report from the Chamber of Commerce. 

 

16. CLERK’S REPORT 

16.1. The Clerk’s report had been circulated to all members. 

16.2. The current status of our project were summarised, the most notable being the 

completion of the Hanging Baskets project. 

16.3. The Clerk agreed to examine the potential for grants available from the WARR 

Partnership. 

ACTION DT 

16.4. The current status of the project to restore the boundaries on the south side of Court 

Meadow was discussed. 

 

17 ITEMS OF INFORMATION AND NEXT AGENDA ITEMS 

17.1 JB reported that Mrs Findlater had had some problems over an incident involving one of 

her horses, but it would appear she had not reported it to the police. 

17.2 The Clerk reported that he was still trying to obtain a written set of standards for footpath 

construction. 

17.3 DR asked the Clerk to update councillors email addresses. 

ACTION DT 

 

mailto:info@transitionmayfield.org.uk
mailto:ktreherne@btinternet.com
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THE MEETING CLOSED AT 2140 HOURS. 

 

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE MAYFIELD AND FIVE ASHES PARISH COUNCIL IS: 

 

VENUE:  MAYFIELD PRIMARY SCHOOL HALL 

 

DATE:  MONDAY 13 SEPTEMBER 2010 

 

TIME:  1930 HOURS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 10C04  (2)   9 

Annex 1 

 

MINUTE DESCRIPTION STATUS 

 10C02/25.2 Members to advise Clerk on ideas to obtain 

funeral information.  Done. 

CLOSED 

 10C02/28.2 Effectiveness of yellow lines. 

To be concluded – in hand. 
OPEN 

 10C02/28.3 

 

U7550 Closure – Keys required for BW92.  In 

hand. 

OPEN 

 10C02/29.1 

 

Councillors Allowances – Members to be 

advised.  To be discussed at F&GP – Done. 
CLOSED 

 

Actions from Meeting 10C03 14 June 2010 

 10C03/6.6 Mayfield Fire Service – Members to be advised 

to consider issues for a decision at July Meeting 

– Done. 

CLOSED 

 10C08/7.1 Five Ashes Nature Garden – Plot available and 

scheme being developed with GG. 
CLOSED 

 10C03/10.1 Correction to minutes 10C02 – Done. CLOSED 

 10C03/12.2 Clerk to advise auditor of erroneous comment in 

paragraph 5.8 of the Internal Audit Report – 

Done. 

CLOSED 

 10C03/12.4 Consideration to be given on not adopting 

Internal Audit recommendation on Health and 

Safety training of play area maintenance staff.  

To be considered by 10F03 on 28 June 2010. 

CLOSED 

 10C03/12.5 Review of Audit findings by meeting 10F03 on 

28 June 2010 – Done. 
CLOSED 

 10C03/14.2 

 10C04/17.2 

Footpath construction standards to be obtained 

from ESCC – in hand. 
OPEN 

 10C03/17.2 Blue Badge request for one to be made available 

to the Vicar – in hand. 
OPEN 

 10C03/18.7 High Street and rubbish bins not being taken in.  

In hand. 
OPEN 

 10C03/18.9 Members to inform Clerk of decisions for 

Mayfield Fire Brigade vote.  Done. 
CLOSED 

 

Actions from meeting 10C04 

 10C04/4.1 Aylwins decision by Parish Council – Clerk to 

follow up with WDC. 
OPEN 

 10C04/6.3 Clerk to follow up transport issued over 

Community Bus with ESCC. 
OPEN 

 10C04/7.3 Clerk to circulate copies of the WDC Parish 

Bulletin to members. 
OPEN 

 10C04/10.4 Clerk to carry out suggested actions on Mayfield 

Fire Services as listed in the minutes. 
OPEN 

 10C04/11.1 Members allowances – Clerk to incorporate in 

Budget 2011/12. 
OPEN 

 10C04/12.2 Clerk to publish minutes as amended for 10A01 

and 10D01. 
OPEN 

 10C04/12.3 Consideration of short term budgets to advise 

practicality. 
OPEN 
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 10C04/12.4 Clerk to invite WDC to talk to Full Council on 

long ter planning. 
OPEN 

 10C04/12.5 Clerk to consult with Wincanton developers on 

current position. 
OPEN 

 10C04/16.2 Clerk to follow potential grants from WARR 

Partnership. 
OPEN 

 

 

 

 


