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Meeting of  
Mayfield and Five Ashes Parish Council  
Venue   https://zoom.us 
Date   Monday 12 October 2020 
Time  18:00 
 

Minutes 
Chairman Cllr Gill Weavers 

Councillors Present and Voting 
Gill Weavers   Jerry Watkiss  Rosemary Neal Deveda Redman 
Chris Lilly   James Lench  Jim Rait  Richard Tupper 
Patricia Balfour  Monica Aitken  Jane Driscoll    
     
Also in attendance: 
Cllr B Redman, WDC, Cllr R Simmons ESCC, Cllr R Standley ESCC & WDC and Janna Todd, Parish 
Clerk.  
Public Questions 

• There were no public questions.  
1. Welcome to the remote meeting by the Chairman  

1.1. The chairman opened the meeting and ensured all Councillors present could be heard.  
2. Apologies for Absence 

2.1. Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Julie Upton, Cllr Tommy Buck, Cllr David 
Miles and Cllr Sally Ann Tibbles.  

3. Declarations of Interests  
3.1. There were no declarations of interests. 
3.2. Councillors were reminded to update their Register of Interests as soon as any changes in 

circumstances occur. 
4. Chairman’s announcements 

4.1. A complaint concerning the wheelie bins left out adjacent to the bus shelter in the High Street 
has been received from a retailer. They have threatened legal action however none can be 
taken against the Parish Council as it has no powers or duties surrounding issues to do with 
refuse collection or Highways obstruction. A Waste Management Officer from Wealden 
District Council has informed them that they have written to each property and business 
owner that if their bin is to be left on the pavement all the time, they would require permission 
from East Sussex Highways via a section 185 licence. The main problem with the bins that 
belong to the flats is that they do not have any land to store them on. Historically they used to 
be kept to the rear of the properties but it is not known whether the church has given 
permission for them to do this. 

4.2. The Royal British Legion has informed that they are not permitted to organise a ceremony on 
Remembrance Sunday. Instead they will erect a notice of the roll call of those who perished 
in the wars on Sunday 08 November. There will be a church service on Wednesday 11 
November 2020 in which the Chairman of the Parish Council and of the Royal British Legion 
local branch will read out the roll call. It was agreed for the Parish Council to purchase 
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wreaths to be laid at each of the War memorials. The Silent Soldiers will also be installed 
from 01 November to 30 November 2020.      Action JT 

5. Minutes of the Full Council meeting held 14 September 2020 (previously circulated) 
5.1. It was resolved to approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on 14 September 2020 

as a true record. 
5.2. The Chairman signed the minutes and displayed them to the remote meeting. 

Matters arising from the minutes 
5.3. No plans have as yet been drawn up for a nature trail or bike track at Jubilee Wood. 

6. Reports from East Sussex County  
6.1. East Sussex County Council is working on budget preparation for approval in February 2021 

for the next financial year. £3m from reserves can be utilised to cover the deficit and enable 
core services to be maintained. It may not be known until as late as Christmas whether any 
additional funding will be provided from central government. 

6.2. There is concern on the financial implications of the new duty to monitor private care homes 
with no additional finance made available from government. 

6.3. East Sussex remains one of the lowest covid-19 infected areas and has avoided further 
lockdown thanks to the public following guidelines to wash their hands, maintain social 
distancing and follow the rule of six. 

6.4. A further £11.5m of funding has been received that is going towards eight build projects aimed 
at stimulating the economy. 

6.5. The Prime Minister has announced a further £1bn to Councils but it is not yet known how it will 
be distributed. 

6.6. 80% of students have returned to schools following their reopening which is considered to be 
acceptable during the current pandemic. One school in Hastings had to be closed as was 
considered to be unsafe due to teachers isolating but is reopening next week. 

6.7. Government has launched a kick-start project aimed at 16 to 24 year olds on Universal Credit 
or in long-time unemployment to get them into work. 

6.8. ESCC will be responding to the Planning Consultations primarily with concerns that noting is 
included on waste and minerals and the removal of section 106 payments. There is concern 
on the algorithm used for calculating housing numbers and the standard rate for CIL 
payments that will be level across all areas of the country. There is also a concerning lack of 
detail on commercial developments in the consultations. 

7. Reports from Wealden District Council 
7.1.  The Strategic Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment (SHELAA) will be 

published this week.  
7.2. Both Planning Committees are still up and running as usual despite current restrictions. 
7.3. Recordings from a dash-cam are now being taken into consideration for convictions by the 

Police  
7.4. It is anticipated that Wealden will be in the lowest tier of the covid-19 restrictions due to be 

announced this evening. 
8. Finance (information previously circulated) 

8.1. The expenditure for August 2020 was slightly above average due to the arborilogical report 
that was commissioned. 

8.2. It was unanimously resolved to approve the Finance Report and expenditure to 31 August 
2020. 
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9. Minutes for adoption (previously circulated) 
9.1. It was resolved to approve and sign the following committee minutes: 

• Planning Executive     21 September 2020 
05 October 2020 

• Community Development Advisory  21 September 2020 
• Finance and General Purposes Executive  28 September 2020 

9.2. The Chairman signed the minutes and displayed them to the remote meeting. 
Matters arising from the minutes 
9.3. The meeting was informed of why the clerk had to make an urgent decision due to health and 

safety reasons to make the wooded area adjacent to the skateboard park safe that is used at 
a bike track. Some of the jumps have been reinstalled without Parish Council permission that 
are still unsafe particularly for younger children. It has been agreed to install signs to make 
the public aware that the area is used at their own risk.  

9.4. The Council has been informed that broken glass and ceramics have appeared near to the 
area that need to be cleared. 

9.5. Complaints from Councillors were raised that it was felt that Parish Council decisions were not 
being agreed democratically and that items were not being adequately discussed at Parish 
Council meetings. It was pointed out that the Parish Council works on a committee-based 
structure where the items are discussed then decisions brought forward from committees for 
resolutions to be taken for adoption by full council. 

9.6. The Finance and General Purposes Committee was requested to consider installing additional 
bins at Court Meadow. 

9.7. There are three volunteers who are uploading factual information concerning the Community 
Centre project to a dedicated Facebook page, 

9.8. Concerns were raised surrounding the permission in principle of dedicating Jubilee Wood to 
Fields in Trust in lieu of land at Court Meadow for the community centre development. The 
paperwork will be drawn up when more plans for the development are available and they will 
go to council for resolution before a formal agreement can be entered into. 

9.9. There was a discussion on the funding from the Parish Council and Wealden District Council 
for the community centre with medical practice. Councillors were requested to contact Cllr 
Lilly who is happy to talk them through the figures again. 

10. Parish Council Strategy and Local Plan (information previously circulated) 
10.1. The Parish Strategy and Local Plan V5.4 and Mayfield and Five Ashes Local Plan v3.4 were 

discussed. 
10.2. The meeting was informed that the documents represent the wishes of the Parish Council 

that will be taken to District Planners to try to ensure they are taken into consideration when 
writing Wealden’s new Local Plan. 

10.3. It was resolved to rename the title of the Parish Council Strategy to the “Parish Council 
Strategy Incorporating the Local Plan”. 

10.4. It was unanimously resolved to adopt the following documents: 

• The Parish Council Strategy Incorporating the Local Plan V5.4 

• The Mayfield and Five Ashes Local Plan v3.4 
11. Council Preliminary consideration of the 2021/2022 Budget (information previously 

circulated) 
11.1. The 2021/22 Budget v1.4.3 was considered. 
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11.2. Councillors were reminded to recognise that it is their responsibility to scrutinize the budget in 
preparation of setting the 2021/22 precept. 

11.3. The 2021/22 budget is divided into three sections: 
• General operational funds 
• Community Centre funds 
• A consolidation of both the above spread sheets 

11.4. It is proposed to maintain the precept at the current level. 
11.5. A request was made for increased funding for litter bins 
11.6. Funds to improve the area used as a bike track will come from Community Project reserves. 
11.7. Funds required due to the Covid-19 pandemic are available in Emergency Funding reserves. 
11.8. Cllrs were requested to forward any other suggestions for the budget to Cllr Lilly or the Clerk. 

12. Updates from Committees (for information only) 
12.1. Planning 

• It will be helpful when the SHELLAA is published. There is opposition from residents to 
some proposed developments that the Committee will be considering. 

12.2. Finance and General Purposes 
• Nothing further to report 

12.3. Mayfield Community Centre  
• Nothing further to report 

12.4. Community Development 
• Nothing further to report 

12.5. Rights of Ways and Trees 
•  No meetings have been recently held. 

12.6. Community Safety and Traffic  
• There is a meeting on Monday. 

12.7. Governance and Risk 
• Nothing was reported 

13. Updates from Representatives (for information only) 
13.1. The following documents were previously circulated: 

• WDALC minutes of AGM 08 July 2020 previously circulated 
• WEALDLINK July – September 2020 Report previously circulated 
• Parish Planning Panel Minutes of 26 August 2020 previously circulated 

13.2. There were no further updates from representatives.  
14. Any other items of information 

14.1. There were no further items of information. 
The meeting ended at 19:35 

The next meeting of Mayfield and Five Ashes Parish Council: 
Venue:  https://zoom.us  
Date:  Monday 09 November 2020 
Time:  18:00 hours 
  
 
 
…………………………………..Chairman’s Signature  ………………..Date 
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Actions in Progress: 
   

MINUTE DESCRIPTION STATUS 
Actions from meeting C10FEB20 

11.3 Contact St Dunstans to establish ownership of land at war memorial JT In hand 
15.2 Make enquiries into safety of removing a defibrillator for public events JT Open 

Actions from meeting C13MAY20 
4.4 Ascertain date of next High Street survey by ESCC Awaiting information JT Closed 

Actions from meeting C14SEP20 
11.1 Post MCC Report to Council Sept 2020 v1.1 on the website JT Closed 
11.4 Determine whether installation of electrical substation will proceed JT In hand 

Actions from meeting C12OCT20 
4.2 Purchase wreaths for Mayfield and Five Ashes. JT Open 
    
 


