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Meeting of  
Mayfield and Five Ashes Parish Council  
Venue   Five Ashes Village Hall 
Date   Monday 14 October 2019 
Time  19:30 
 

Minutes 
Chairman Cllr Gill Weavers 

Councillors Present and Voting 
Gill Weavers   Patricia Balfour Rosemary Neal Duncan Smith 
Chris Lilly   Deveda Redman  Jerry Watkiss  Tommy Buck 
 
Also in attendance: 
Cllr Bob Standley (WDC/ESCC) and Cllr R Simmons (ESCC) 
One member of the public and Janna Todd, Parish Clerk.  
Public Questions 

• There were no public questions. 
1. Apologies for Absence 

1.1. Apologies were accepted from Cllr David Miles, Cllr Julie Upton, Cllr Richard Tupper, Cllr 
Monica Aitken and Cllr B Redman (WDC). 

2. Declarations of Interests  
2.1. There were no declarations of interests. 
2.2. Councillors were reminded to update their Register of Interests as soon as any changes in 

circumstances occur. 
3. Chairman’s Announcements 

3.1. As ten electors or more did not write to Wealden District Council to request for an election, 
Cllr Parker’s vacancy can now be filled by co-option. There are now two councillor 
vacancies for Five Ashes and one for Mayfield. Notices have been displayed in the 
noticeboards and will be included in the November Newsletter article. 

3.2. Feedback from the public meeting concerning alternative suitable sites for the telephone 
mast held on 01 October 2019: 

• The meeting was well attended. The meeting was informed that Nus Ghani MP has 
arranged to meet with a representative of the Government Public Relations Team of 02 
to discuss alternative suitable sites for the mast but no further information on this has 
since been received. 

• The overall consensus of opinion from residents present at the meeting was for the mast 
to be installed on land adjacent to the A267 near Tunbridge Wells Road. Only three 
votes were for it to be on land behind the fire station and there were no votes for it to be 
installed in South Street carpark. 

• To conclude, the consensus of opinion was that residents need a new mast to be 
installed but not in South Street carpark. 
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3.3. Three quotes to replace the War Memorial railings have now been received that will be 
considered by the Finance and General Purposes Committee this month. It is apparent that 
the cost will be up to twice the original approved budget. As the railings are bespoke and 
made to an individual specification as per the listed planning consent granted at the end of 
August, given the timescale and risk that work will not be finished in time, it will not be 
initiated prior to Remembrance Day.  

4. Minutes of the Full Council meeting held 09 September 2019 (previously circulated) 
4.1. The minutes were amended to include Cllr Buck’s apologies for not attending the meeting. 
4.2. It was resolved unanimously to approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on 09 

September 2019 as a true record. 
4.3. There were no matters arising from the minutes. 

5. Reports from East Sussex County Council (ESCC) 
5.1. Cllr Simmons informed that Central Government has issued more detail on additional 

financial assistance for the next financial year that should now be slightly more stable. 
However, more information on financial assistance for the following two years would help 
their three-year financial planning. 

5.2. There will be financial assistance towards Children’s Social Services. This will impact on the 
most vulnerable and those children who have no family for which there is no means for 
budgeting in advance as it is dependent on Court decisions. 

5.3. Time is still being taken up lobbying central government for fairer funding. Finding ways to 
discipline expenditure to manage their budget has been remarkable to maintain equilibrium.  

5.4. The Queen’s speech was optimistic concerning intent for a Social Care Bill which is the 
biggest factor of concern for Adult and Children’s Social Care. More information on this is 
required to secure County’s financial planning. 

5.5. Cllr Standley informed it is not the number of children requiring Social Care but the 
complexity of the cases that increases expenditure. Costs are between £2 - £3k per week 
per child to £7k per week in some cases. 

5.6. Central Government has also announced extra funding for schools: from £3.4k up to £3.7k 
per primary school pupil and from £4k up to £5k per senior school pupil. Funding is still 
challenging for smaller schools but is looking more optimistic. 

6. Reports from Wealden District Council (WDC) 
6.1. Cllr Standley informed that WDC anticipates a small surplus this financial year. Any extra 

money from Central Government is unlikely to go to District Councils. An additional £400k 
savings will need to be found over the next few financial years. 

6.2. Refuse collection has improved over the last few weeks by the new contractor. The most 
recent report was that there were only 110 bins that missed collections. 

6.3. Despite indicating that the Local Plan report will be available from the Inspector at the end of 
August, nothing has been issued. It was hoped that the plan would be approved next 
summer however this may well now be delayed. It is anticipated that many of the major 
developments will therefore be approved before the plan is adopted which is frustrating. 

6.4. Cllr Balfour joined the meeting at 19:50. 
6.5. It is good news that the announcement has been made that there will be a named PCSO for 

every community however details on ‘each community’ have not been provided. If a PCSO 
is assigned to Crowborough and surrounding villages for example, it is doubtful that much 
police presence will be seen in the outlying villages. 

6.6. The ward walk with representatives from WDC was very helpful and provided the opportunity 
to discuss local concerns such as the proposed houses in Fletching Street and the location 
for a telephone mast. It was agreed that this would be useful to hold on an annual basis. 
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6.7. The County and District Councillors left the meeting at 19:55. 
7. Finance Report (previously circulated) 

7.1. August was a quiet month as usual and there was nothing notable in the expenditure. 
7.2. The Finance Report to 31 August 2019 was unanimously approved. 

8. Minutes for adoption (previously circulated) 
8.1. The Parish Council resolved unanimously to adopt the following committee minutes and 

they were signed by the Chairman: 

• Planning Executive     23 September 2019 
• Community Development Advisory  16 July 2019 
• Finance and General Purposes  23 September 2019 
• Rights of Ways and Trees   02 October 2019 

Matters arising from the minutes 
8.2. There were no matters arising from the minutes. 

9. Preliminary consideration of the 2020/2021 Budget (information previously circulated) 
9.1. The recommended 2020/21 Budget v1.3 was previously issued to Councillors. The 

suggestion is currently for an increase of 3% in the precept from £107,089 to £110,300.  
9.2. There are likely to be several changes before it is finally approved. If the public consultation 

on the Community Centre takes place before Christmas, there may be a substantial 
increase to facilitate a new hall. 

9.3. There was a short discussion on infrastructure for electric vehicles and their efficiency. The 
meeting was informed that the installation of charging points is less expensive if attached to 
existing streetlights. 

9.4. Councillors were reminded that they are all responsible for the budget and precept setting 
and that it should be thoroughly examined. 

10. Mayfield community centre 
10.1. The CCG has provided written support for a 25-year lease for a medical centre in Mayfield. 

It is anticipated that it would become a flagship medical centre for the community. 
10.2. There are positive signs that WDC might provide Community Infrastructure funding to build 

a medical centre at Court Meadow. They would then be in receipt of the rent from the 
practice. A lease would then be required for WDC to rent the land from the Parish Council 
for it to proceed. The Parish Council would only then need to provide a social hall to replace 
the Memorial Hall.  

10.3. Cllr D Redman expressed concerns on issuing a lease on Court Meadow particularly as the 
Parish Council fought hard around 10 years ago to dedicate Court Meadow for recreational 
purposes. It is anticipated that some residents may not be in favour of a medical practice 
being developed at Court Meadow and for the land to remain green space. 

10.4. The meeting was reminded that there will be a public consultation which would include a 
letter being sent to every household inviting their opinion before any decision is made.  

10.5. Social wellbeing is becoming a requirement to be considered by councils for any 
development. It could be deemed that recreation, health and wellbeing could encompass a 
medical centre at Court Meadow. 

10.6. There is a concern that if Woodhill Surgery cannot find a new site for a medical practice 
they might move out of the village.  

10.7. The current Trustees have indicated that they may be prepared to renew a short-term lease 
for one or two years after the current lease expires in 2020. There appears to be no legal 
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documentation on the ownership of the Memorial Hall but it is anticipated that the Trustees 
will pass ownership of the hall to the Parish Council when the lease expires. 

10.8. There is a meeting with architects next week to discuss in more detail the plans for a 
medical centre and community hall. They will also advise on the preparation of documents 
that will form part of the public consultation to enable all residents to have a full 
understanding of the location and design of the proposed buildings.  

10.9. It was resolved to authorise expenditure of up to £2,000 for the initial feasibility work and 
artistic impressions sufficient for a public consultation exercise. 

11. South and South East in Bloom Awards  
11.1. The breakdown of the 2019 expenditure was previously circulated. Gold was achieved for 

the Parish in Bloom entry and for Mayfield in the Large Village in Bloom entry. 
11.2. The Steering Committee recommends that a future entry would be for Mayfield in the Large 

Village in Bloom category only. This would be dependent on whether sufficient volunteers 
are available to address each of the areas assessed in the competition. 

11.3. It was hoped that winning the competitions would increase tourism but there are doubts on 
whether this has been realised. This is partly due to ESCC not allowing additional signs on 
the A267 to promote winning the competition. It may be possible to install a village gate at 
the roundabout with a sign but there are concerns that this may not be very visible to 
passing traffic. 

11.4. Concern was raised that unless the problem of the wheelie bins left out in the High Street is 
resolved there would be no point in entering the competition. 

11.5. It was resolved that the Parish Council would back the decision of the Steering Committee 
on whether to enter the competition in 2020 and to allocate funding in the 2020/21 budget.  

12. Updates from Committees (for information only) 
12.1. Finance and General Purposes 

• Nothing to report 
12.2. Rights of Ways and Trees 

• Nothing to report 
12.3. Planning Committee 

• There are a few applications being called in to the Planning Committee North. It is 
possible to register to speak at a meeting from 9am five clear days before the meeting to 
up to 5pm the day before the meeting. The most controversial applications are those 
causing traffic and parking concerns in Fletching Street. 

12.4. Community Safety and Traffic 
• The speed indicating signs are not working properly. It is now possible to download data 

from the one in Five Ashes but since the software has been installed the vehicle speed is 
not showing if under 30mph.       Action JT 

12.5. Community Development 
• Nothing to report 

13. Updates from representatives (for information only) 
13.1. The following reports were previously circulated: 

• Changes to Clinical Commissioning Groups meeting 
• WDALC AGM minutes of 10 July 2019   
• WDALC minutes of meeting 11 September 2019 
• WEALDLINK minutes of meeting 10 July 2019 
• SECAmb Annual Members Meeting  

13.2. Notes and a slide presentation from the SSALC conference will be circulated.  Action JT 
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14. Other items of information and next agenda items 

14.1. Concern was raised that even though the residents would like the telephone mast to be 
installed alongside the A267, ESCC who own the land may be reluctant to sell it. Sites 
acceptable to residents may not be acceptable to the telecoms companies. 

14.2. Information on all mast applications over the last 20 years can be viewed on the WDC 
website. 

 
The meeting ended at 20:55 

 
The next meeting of Mayfield and Five Ashes Parish Council will be: 
 
Venue:  Mayfield Memorial Hall 
Date:  Monday 11 November 2019 
Time:  19:30 hours 
 
 
 
…………………………………..Chairman’s Signature  ………………..Date 
 
 

Actions in Progress: 
MINUTE DESCRIPTION STATUS 
Actions from meeting C12NOV18 

12.1 Investigate implications of creating CIC/ CIO for community projects CL In hand 
Actions from meeting C13MAY19 

14.1  Upload new documentation and policies on website JT In hand 
Actions from meeting C10JUN19 

14.2 Obtain quotations for new railings design JT Closed 
Actions from meeting C09SEP19 

9.4 Enquire on structure of village meeting and if neutral book hall JT Closed 
10.3 Make insurance enquiries and issue booking form for Court Meadow JT Closed 
15.1 Inform Returning Officer of Cllr Parker’s resignation JT Closed 

Actions from meeting C14OCT19 
12.4 Report SID sign problem and software update for Mayfield SID JT Closed 
13.2 Circulate notes and presentation from SSALC conference JT Closed 
 
 


