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Meeting of  
Mayfield and Five Ashes Parish Council  
Venue   Mayfield Memorial Hall 
Date   Monday 08 July 2019 
Time  19:30 
 

Minutes 
Chairman Cllr Gill Weavers 

Councillors Present and Voting 
Gill Weavers   Patricia Balfour Ian Parker  Tommy Buck 
Chris Lilly  Duncan Smith  Monica Aitken  Richard Tupper 
David Miles       
 
Also in attendance: 
Cllr R Simmons (ESCC), Cllr B Redman (WDC) and Cllr R Standley (ESCC/ WDC). 
4 members of the public and Janna Todd, Parish Clerk.  
Public Questions 

• A resident of South Street from the action group Mayfield Against the South Street Tower 
(MASST) informed that they have 271 letters of rejection against the proposed siting of a 
telephone mast in South Street car park that they will be sending to WDC. 

• Residents would like Waldon Telecom Ltd to consider installing a mast outside the village 
with microcells to boost signal in the centre similar to what is understood to be the set-up of 
the local EE network. 

• A further concern is that once a 12.5m monopole is installed permitted development allows it 
to be increased to a height of 20m without further consultation. 

• They have concerns that the consultation has not been adequate as the Primary School has 
not been included and the representations on the proposed elevations are inaccurate. 

• There is unease because WDC owns the land of the proposed site and would receive an 
income from the mast and are also the planning authority which would result in a conflict of 
interest. 

• The Chairman informed that the Parish Council had no prior information or notification on the 
proposed site before residents and has responded to the consultation by objecting to the 
impact of the view on the AONB and to request that a more appropriate site is considered. 

• Cllr Standley informed that he has had no involvement in the matter but might in the future if 
a planning application is submitted to WDC. 

• MASST informed that due to the listed status of the Church it would not be an option for a 
mast to be installed within the spire.   

• The meeting was informed during agenda item 6 that youths were seeing how fast they 
could travel on skateboards using the speed indicating device in West Street. They were 
informed that that sign has already been relocated to Station Road as they cannot remain in 
one place for more than 12 weeks. 
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C08JUL19 2019/20 Full Council Meeting 03  2 

1. Apologies for Absence 
1.1. Apologies were accepted from Cllr Deveda Redman, Cllr Jerry Watkiss, Cllr Rosemary Neal 

and Julie Upton. 
2. Declarations of Interests  

2.1. There were no declarations of interests. 
2.2. Councillors were reminded to ensure that their Registers of Interests are kept up to date. 

3. Co-option of Councillor for Five Ashes Ward (Information forwarded previously) 
3.1. The prospective Councillor has withdrawn their application. 

4. Chairman’s Announcements 
4.1. The villages looked wonderful for the judging of Parish and Larger Village in Bloom and 

huge thanks go to all the Councillors and volunteers who dedicated so much of their time to 
the competitions. The results will be announced on 13 September 2019. 

4.2. There was an accident in Mayfield High Street when an agile gentleman tripped up the 
steps opposite The Vicarage resulting in hospitalisation. ESCC have been requested to 
assess and to discuss what options are available to improve the safety of the steps. 

4.2.1. Cllr Simmons informed that the Post Mistress has been in contact with the Council 
and ESCC is trying to coordinate railings for both sets of steps. They are currently 
investigating which services run beneath the ground.  

4.3. The safety of the steps will be an agenda item at the meeting with Karl Taylor and Cllr 
Rupert Simmons on Wednesday 31 July at 09:30 in the Parish Council office. Other agenda 
items include the surfacing of Pennybridge Lane, Tidebrook Road, East Street and the state 
of the High Street surface in general. This was primarily convened by Cllr Simmons on 
behalf of the Community Safety and Traffic Committee, however as some Members cannot 
attend any other Members are welcome to attend. Councillors were requested to forward 
any other long outstanding highways issues to the Clerk before the next Community Safety 
and Traffic meeting on 22 July 2019.   

4.4. The response to the proposed telephone mast in South Street car park has been previously 
circulated to full council before sending to Waldon Telecom Ltd. It has been posted on the 
website. 

4.5. The two planning applications for the new design of War Memorial railings have now been 
accepted by WDC and are at the consultation stage. It has now been determined that the 
Diocese of Chichester has to also approve and provide permission for the replacement 
railings. 

4.6. The Church has informed that the path in the churchyard to the gate in North Street is not 
an established path and due to Messy Church activities, they would like the gate to remain 
locked.  

4.7. The Communities Against Gatwick Noise Emission (CAGNE) has a “Pledge to Fly Less” 
campaign that has been circulated to Councillors. It is up to Councillors as members of the 
public to decide whether to sign up to the campaign. Residents will be informed via the 
newsletter.  

5. Minutes of the Full Council meeting held 10 June 2019 (previously circulated) 
5.1. It was resolved unanimously to approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on 10 

June 2019 as a true record. 
5.2. There were no matters arising from the minutes. 

6. Reports from East Sussex County Council (ESCC) 
6.1. Cllr Simmons informed that he attended the opening of the new Post Office concession in 

Mayfield with Nus Ghani MP. It will be a positive asset to the village.  
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6.2. The CEO of O2 has informed Cllr Simmons that the intention is to install a cell unit in 
Mayfield in 2020 but there was no mention of the consultation. The meeting was reminded 
that not all masts are compatible with all telecom providers. 

6.3. ESCC are now looking at the financial demands for the next three years. They are trying to 
ensure that central government understands the pressures that all councils are under 
particularly for the provision of social care which has knock on implications for the NHS. 
Government has promised a financial review for all local authorities and a green paper on 
social care, none of which has been moved forward. 

6.4. ESCC had a small underspend in last year’s budget however the next few years will be 
challenging. Many counties are saying that they will go under however ESCC is leading the 
campaign for central government to increase funding that will hopefully conclude before the 
next financial year. 

6.5. Cllr Standley informed that they are requesting fairer funding for schools and informed that 
pupils in Hackney are provided with £7.5k per pupil compared to £3.5k in East Sussex.  

6.6. The meeting was informed that special educational needs comes from the education budget 
and does not fall under the umbrella of social care. 

7. Reports from Wealden District Council (WDC) 
7.1. Cllr Standley informed that WDC were looking at climate change which is a long-term project 

and it is hoped that they will be carbon neutral by 2050 although it could be sooner. He 
visited Mayfield Primary School with Nus Ghani MP and the pupil’s main concerns were 
environmental issues. 

7.2. Cllr B Redman informed that he has requested that the Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
consider whether a permitted development could be called in for discussion if a certain 
number of residents petition WDC. He has been informed that it is not possible however, the 
understanding is that if members of the public think that something is not being handled 
correctly, they can petition full council to raise a motion for discussion. This matter will be 
further clarified to Cllr Balfour. 

7.3. The meeting was reminded that a planning application can be called in but not if it is 
permitted development as this is dictated by the government.   

7.4. The County and District Councillors left the meeting at 20:20. 
8. Finance Report (previously circulated) 

8.1. The Finance Report to 31 May 2019 was unanimously approved. 
9. Minutes for adoption (previously circulated) 

9.1. The Parish Council resolved unanimously to adopt the following committee minutes and 
they were signed by the Chairman: 

• Planning Executive     10 June 2019 
 01 July 2019 

• Community Development Advisory  17 June 2019 
• Finance and General Purposes Executive 24 June 2019 
• Mayfield Community Centre Advisory 26 June 2019 
• Rights of Ways and Trees Advisory  26 June 2019 
•  

Matters arising from the minutes 
9.2. There were no matters arising from the minutes. 

10. Election of Councillor to Committees 
10.1. It was resolved by unanimous vote to appoint Cllr Richard Tupper as member of the 

Planning Executive and Rights of Ways and Trees Advisory  
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11. New Community Centre  
11.1. Further information has become available since the meeting agenda was issued following a 

meeting with the Chief Executive of WDC concerning community infrastructure funding. 
11.2. WDC has different options available to invest in infrastructure such as schools, health 

centres and community centres and would be keen to invest if projects fall within the right 
criteria and meet their requirements for investment return. 

11.3. WDC would like to know more about the Community Hall and medical centre project for 
either complete or partial funding. 

11.4. Cllr Lilly will be providing information on the different revenue streams that could be realised 
for them to consider and determine the risks involved. The public consultation stage will not 
therefore proceed until this has been investigated.  

11.5. The Mayfield Community Centre Committee has investigated a design and build option for a 
hall with the contractors that built the crematorium. Discussions with architects estimated 
their fees to be in the region of £250k payable upfront. Information has been received that 
the architect’s fees for the crematorium were in the region of £75k therefore those for the 
MCC seemed extremely high in comparison. 

11.6. Concern was raised that greater activity in a community hall would increase the volume of 
traffic in Mayfield where parking is already congested. A consequence however is that more 
activity in the village would increase the economy of the High Street. Furthermore, 
incorporated into the new plans would be increased parking spaces alongside a safer and 
more efficient car flow entrance and exit in this heavily used area. 

11.7. The Mayfield Community Hall Committee has discussed the hall options that would result in 
a significant increase in precept however, it was noted that there is a default of 
refurbishment only if funding other options is not realisable. 

12. Tourist information kiosk (information previously circulated) 
12.1. The license from the solicitor representing the landowner for a new kiosk was reviewed and 

unanimously approved.        Action JT 
12.2. Cllr Parker will look at different options for locking the kiosks in the High Street and outside 

the Rose and Crown.         Action IP 
12.3. The landlord of the Rose and Crown would be happy to lock the kiosk each night to protect 

against vandalism. There is a plan for shelving to be installed and honesty box for early 
years books the proceeds of which will go to Pre-School. 

13. 75th anniversary of VE Day  
13.1. The Chamber of Commerce has planned a celebration in the evening of Friday 08 May 

2020 in the Memorial Hall and a swing band has been booked. There are plans to have food 
concessions in the car park. Any financial assistance that can be provided by the Parish 
Council would be welcome. This will be considered during budget preparation. 

13.2. A street party was not thought to be appropriate as there is already a High Street road 
closure planned for the Mayfair the following day. This will include a fancy-dress competition 
and there will be VE Day themed stalls. 

13.3. A suggestion was made that any surplus income from the events should be donated to the 
Royal British legion.  

14. Parishes in Bloom 
14.1. Cllr Aitken summarised the judging on 04 July 2018 which involved a two-hour visit to the 

villages. Pre-School was included when pupils talked to the judges and were delightful.  
14.2. The volunteers who put so much work into the event will be recognised. 
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14.3. Most of the wheelie bins were removed from the High Street on the day which greatly 
improved its appearance however it was let down by the sight of those which were still 
visible. 

14.4. The awards ceremony takes place on 13 September 2019 after which the Parish Council 
will consider at the October meeting whether to support an entry the following year and any 
funding required for budget preparation. 

14.5. Signage to advertise the success of Parish in Bloom is being investigated. 

15. Updates from Committees (for information only) 
15.1. Finance and General Purposes 

• Nothing to report 
15.2. Rights of Ways and Trees 

• Nothing to report 
15.3. Planning Committee 

• Nothing to report 
15.4. Community Safety and Traffic 

• Nothing to report 
15.5. Mayfield Community Centre Advisory/ Sub-Committee 

• Nothing further to report 
15.6. Community Development 

• The book swaps are working well. 
16. Updates from representatives (for information only) 

16.1. There were no updates from representatives.  
17. Other items of information and next agenda items 

17.1. Concern was raised that WDC had removed South Street carpark from the Conservation 
Area when they should all be being increased in size. The meeting was reminded that the 
Conversation Area was significantly increased following the consultation in 2015. 

 
The meeting ended at 21:07 

 
The next meeting of Mayfield and Five Ashes Parish Council will be: 
 
Venue:  Mayfield Memorial Hall 
Date:  Monday 09 September 2019 
Time:  19:30 hours 
 
 
 
 
…………………………………..Chairman’s Signature  ………………..Date 
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Actions in Progress: 
MINUTE DESCRIPTION STATUS 
Actions from meeting C12NOV18 

12.1 Investigate implications of creating CIC/ CIO for community projects CL In hand 
Actions from meeting C13MAY19 

14.1  Upload new documentation and policies on website JT Open 
Actions from meeting C10JUN19 

13.2 Negotiate changes to telephone kiosk licence JT Closed 
14.2 Obtain quotations for new railings design JT In hand 
16.4 Purchase two spare sets of batteries for Speed Indicating Devices JT Closed 
18.1 Request that church opens access to churchyard from North Street     (GW) JT Closed 

Actions from meeting C08JUL19 
12.1 Complete paperwork for telephone kiosk licence JT Open 
12.2 Investigate mechanism for locking kiosks IP Open 
    
 
 


