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Minutes of the meeting of  
Mayfield and Five Ashes Parish Council  
Venue   Mayfield Memorial Hall 
Date   Monday 11 February 2019 
Time  19:30 
 

Minutes 
Chairman Cllr Deveda Redman 

Councillors Present and Voting 
Deveda Redman  Patricia Balfour Rosemary Neal Robert Fitzsimmons   
Chris Lilly  Ian Parker  Duncan Smith  Gill Weavers  
Julie Upton  Herb Hills  David Miles   
          
Also in attendance: 
Cllr Brian Redman (WDC), Cllr Rupert Simmons (ESCC), and Cllr Bob Standley (ESCC /WDC). 
There were two members of the public present and Janna Todd (Parish Clerk). 
Public Questions 

• Members of the public were present to express their concern regarding the volume and speed 
of traffic on Wellbrook Hill and in particular the problems with vehicles exiting Heals and the 
Hospice in the Weald car park. The Community Safety and Traffic Committee will determine 
what possibility there might be for a reduction in speed limit. 

1. Apologies for Absence 
1.1. Apologies for absence were accepted from Cllr Jerry Watkiss, Cllr Tommy Buck, Cllr Eleanor 

McDonnell-Slater, Cllr Monica Aitken and Cllr Graham Wells (WDC) 
2. Declarations of Interests  

2.1. There were no declarations of interests. 
2.2. Councillors were reminded to update their Register of Interests as soon as any changes in 

circumstances occur. 
3. Chairman’s Announcements 

3.1. The Mayfield playground upgrade has been brought forward to Thursday 14 February 2019. 
This will be over a period of two weeks ending with the contractor engaged to install the 
surfacing over the last two days. 

3.2. The local elections will take place on 02 May this year. Wealden District Council will release 
their Publication of Notice of Election on 18 March 2019. The nomination papers have to be 
submitted to Wealden District Council by 4pm on Wednesday 03 April 2019. Nomination 
papers will be circulated once received from Wealden District Council. It is advisable for 
these to be handed in at the Wealden Council offices in Hailsham to ensure they are received 
in time. Wealden District Council will be offering sessions to formally check nomination 
papers have been completed correctly if required. 

3.3. A reminder for Councillors that the Parish Council office is available for use for any Parish 
Council business to avoid having to hire an alternative venue. This must be with the Clerk’s 
prior agreement. Any expenditure that a councillor believes they may need to incur must have 
the prior agreement of the clerk. 
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4. Minutes of the Full Council meeting held 10 December 2018 (previously circulated) 
4.1. It was resolved unanimously to approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on 10 

December 2018 as a true record. 
Matters arising from the minutes: 
4.2. There were no matters arising from the minutes. 

5. Reports from East Sussex County Council (ESCC) 
5.1. The revenue budget for the next financial year has been set at £375m and there are £5m of 

savings required. 
5.2. There has been stringent representation to central government concerning the current 

financial set up that appears to have been listened to as funding has been allocated for 
certain services to alleviate the current crisis.  

5.3. Central government will be completing a fair funding review in the autumn which is pertinent 
to East Sussex due to the proportion of elderly residents and the funding required for adult 
social care and child services. 

5.4. Business rates alone cannot be relied on for the funding of services and would result in a 
financial deficit in the 2020/21 and 2021/22 financial years. 

5.5. There will be a 2.99% increase in Council Tax in 2019/20 and there are no plans to draw 
down on any reserves. 

6. Reports from Wealden District Council (WDC) 
6.1. Cllr Brian Redman has received a complaint on the condition of the road and verges in East 

Street that has been actioned by Cllr Simmons. 
6.2. There are problems with access onto footpath 51a behind Southmead Close that has been 

forwarded to ESCC for investigation. 
6.3. The District Councillors will be viewing the new Crematorium in the near future 
6.4. There was a problem with refuse collection in Rotherfield Lane during the road closure. It was 

agreed that coordination between Highways and the refuse collector could be improved. 
6.5. The Senior Planning Officer is happy to meet to discuss the new community hall and possible 

dates for a meeting will be forwarded. 
6.6. Planning permission for the extension to the Old Library has been approved. 
6.7. The President of the Bowls Club has sadly passed away. The Bowls Club is in demise and is 

liaising with MAYFACS as to how they may make use of the facility in the future. 
6.8. The meeting was informed of the problem with refuse collection at Royal Oak Mews due to 

vehicles parking on the double yellow lines blocking access. A suggestion was made to 
request that Sussex Police attend on a Monday morning for a succession of weeks to ticket 
vehicles. 

6.9. Pennybridge Lane requires a thorough inspection as the surface has deteriorated even further 
during the recent three-month closure of Tidebrook Road. 

6.10. WDC do not anticipate that the Planning Inspectorate will commence the examination of the 
Local Plan before July this year. 

6.11. The County and District Councillors left the meeting after this agenda item. 
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7. Finance Report (previously circulated) 
7.1. Expenditure was slightly above average during December 2018 and the finances are healthy. 

The current account balance includes £47k for the Mayfield playground refurbishment.  
7.2. The Finance Report to 31 December 2018 was unanimously approved. 

8. Minutes for adoption (previously circulated) 
8.1. The Parish Council resolved to adopt the following committee minutes and they were signed by 

the Chairman: 
• Planning Executive     17 December 2018 

07 January 2019 
28 January 2019 

• Rights of Ways and Trees Advisory  16 January 2019 
• Community Safety and Traffic Advisory  28 January 2019 

Matters arising from the minutes 
8.2. There were no matters arising from the minutes. 

9. New Community Centre  
9.1. Cllr Lilly informed Members that since the presentation of the feasibility study in December, 

expenditure for the fittings and fixtures has increased the anticipated project cost to £3.1m. 
9.2. The GP practice is now looking at leasing 350sqm of the new hall rather than the original 

anticipated 500sqm which would result in lower rental income. They have indicated that the 
CCG would commit to a lease for 25 years and are putting together a business plan to 
present to them. 

9.3. It was suggested that it might be preferable for the Council to approach the CCG directly to 
determine how committed to a 25 year lease.  

9.4. It was hoped that an architect could be engaged this calendar year funded by donations 
previously received by the Memorial Hall Management Committee. However, transferring the 
funds to the Parish Council may not be possible which will delay the project. 

9.5. Problems raised with the suggested design of the new hall include the absence of a 
permanent stage and a full-length rifle range.  

9.6. To finance the project the Parish Council would need to take out a PWLB for £2.75m and an 
additional £400k would need to be received from grants and donations. The precept would 
have to be raised to cover the loan but the increase would be relatively low for a Band D 
property. There would need to be a village consultation to raise the precept so significantly. 

9.7. The appointment of a committee or sub-committee to oversee decisions relating to the 
development of a new community centre will be on the agenda for the March 2019 full council 
meeting.          Action JT 

9.8. Cllr Lilly was thanked for all the time he has dedicated towards this project. 
10. South and South East in Bloom 2019 

10.1. It was unanimously agreed to enter Mayfield and Five Ashes in the Parish in Bloom category 
and to enter Mayfield in the Britain in Bloom large village category. 

10.2. The budget allocation of £1,000 for the 2019 competition entries was approved. 
11. Speed indicating devices (information previously circulated) 

11.1.  It was resolved to purchase of two speed indicating devices including rechargeable batteries 
and installation equipment for £5,506.92 excluding VAT.    Action JT 

11.2. A tablet will be purchased to download speed data.     Action JT 
11.3. Six sites for the devices have been approved and licences purchased. 
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12. Dropped kerb for disability access in Mayfield High Street (information previously circulated) 
12.1. East Sussex Highways informed that under no circumstances would a dropped kerb be 

allowed anywhere on the north side of the High Street due to the height of the pavement and 
the following problems:  

• The slope would have to start in front of the Middlehouse Deli all the way to the Mayfield 
Wine shop which would reveal the damp proof course.  

• The heritage lamppost would need to be relocated 
•  The three BT covers in the pavement would need re-siting which is probably not possible 
• There are inadequate sight lines past the parked traffic 

12.2. A pelican crossing in the centre of the existing double yellow lines would be their preferred 
solution however it would cost in excess of £50,000. There would have to be zigzag keep 
clear lines painted on each side of the road for a set distance which would mean the loss of 
multiple parking spaces to allow necessary sight lines. 

12.3. If a pelican or zebra crossing were installed, funeral and wedding vehicles would not be able 
to park temporarily in front of the church which could disrupt their functions. Action JT 

13. Updates from Committees  
13.1. Finance and General Purposes 

• Nothing further to report. 
13.2. Rights of Ways and Trees 

• Nothing further to report 
13.3. Planning Committee 

• A close eye is being kept on the examination of the Local Plan. 
13.4. Community Safety and Traffic 

• The design for the new directional sign for South Street car park and toilets was circulated. 
Costs for the installation are awaited from East Sussex Highways. 

• East Sussex Highways will not allow any signs to advertise winning Parish in Bloom on the  
brown tourist signs along the A267.  

13.5. Community Development 
• Nothing further to report 

14. Updates from representatives (for information only) 
14.1. Cllr Neal informed that Wealdlink are still hoping that the EU rules on community transport 

having the same regulations as public transport will not be implemented. 
14.2. The following information was circulated prior to the meeting: 

• Parish Planning Panel minutes of 03 December 2018 circulated 
• WDALC minutes of 16 January 2019 circulated 
• Wealdlink bus service report 11/2018 – 01/2019 circulated 
• Wealdlink 226 Bus Service statistics 2018 circulated 

15. Other items of information and next agenda items 
15.1. A compliment was received for the Memorial Hall following the New Year’s Party. £2,500 was 

raised for Hospice in the Weald and Help the Heroes. 
15.2. The Mayfair will be on 11 May 2019 and Christmas shopping event on 29 November 2019. 
15.3. The Post Office application has been approved for Rusden’s in Mayfield High Street and it is 

anticipated that it will open by the end of March 2019. 
 

The meeting ended at 21:20 
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The next meeting of Mayfield and Five Ashes Parish Council will be: 
Venue:  Mayfield Memorial Hall 
Date:  Monday 11 March 2019 
Time:  19:30 hours 
 
 
 
…………………………………..Chairman’s Signature  ………………..Date 
 
 
 

Actions in Progress: 
MINUTE DESCRIPTION STATUS 
Actions from meeting C10SEP18 

10.4 Apply for listed building planning consent for war memorial railings JT In hand 
Actions from meeting C12NOV18 

12.1 Investigate implications of creating CIC/ CIO for community projects CL Open 
Actions from meeting C10DEC18 

9.4 Submit signed precept confirmation to WDC JT Closed 
10.5 Engage volunteer/ contractor to provide a business study for new hall CL Closed 
11.3 Engage contractor to refurbish Mayfield play area JT Closed 
12.3 Contact Stagecoach for assistance on adhering to road closures JT Closed 

Actions from meeting C11FEB19 
9.7 Administration for a new Committee/Sub-Committee  JT Open 
11.1 Order Speed Indicating Devices JT Open 
11.2 Order tablet for data retrieval JT Open 
12.3 Write Newsletter article on dropped kerb feedback  JT Open 
 


