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Minutes of the meeting of  
Mayfield and Five Ashes Parish Council  
Venue   Mayfield Memorial Hall 
Date   Monday 10 September 2018 
Time  19:30 
 

Minutes 
Chairman Cllr Deveda Redman 

Councillors Present and Voting 
Deveda Redman  Gill Weavers  Jerry Watkiss   Julie Upton 
Chris Lilly  Herb Hills  Rosemary Neal  Tommy Buck 
David Miles  Monica Aitken  Robert Fitzsimmons  Eleanor McDonnell-Slater
    
Also in attendance: 
Cllr Bob Standley (ESCC /WDC), Cllr Brian Redman (WDC), two members of the public and 
Janna Todd (Parish Clerk). 

Public Questions 

• A member of the public informed the meeting that Mayfield Cricket Club is the most successful 
organisation in the village benefitting a large number of children in the Colts and their plans to 
relocate should be supported. 

• The Chairman was asked to confirm whether she had any interest in any properties 
surrounding the proposed new site. The Chairman confirmed that she lives about 500m away 
and has no interest in the land. 

•  Cllr D Redman expressed concern that a new Cricket Club facility would have to be up and 
running before any development could commence at the existing site. Concern was also 
raised as to the procedure followed by WDC to include the allocation of 50 new dwellings at 
the site of the Cricket Club in the Local Plan. 

1. Apologies for Absence 
1.1. Apologies for absence were accepted from Cllr Patricia Balfour, Cllr Ian Parker, Cllr Rupert 

Simmons (ESCC) and Cllr Graham Wells (WDC).  

2. Declarations of Interests  
2.1. There were no declarations of interests. 

2.2. Councillors were reminded to update their Registers of Interests as soon as any changes in 
circumstances occur. 

3. Chairman’s Announcements 
3.1. Councillors with any ongoing problems with their new council email addresses were 

requested to talk to Cllr Watkiss as soon as possible. 
3.2. There has been one applicant to fill the Five Ashes Councillor vacancy which will be 

considered at the October 2018 Council meeting. 

3.3. There will be a meeting in the Parish Council office at 9am on 01 October 2018 to draft the 
Parish Council response to the Local Plan consultation. Councillors are requested to attend if 
possible and to submit their consultation replies to the Clerk by 24 September 2018. 
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Adopted 
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4. Minutes of the Full Council meeting held 09 July 2018 (previously circulated) 
4.1. Minute 6.7 was incorrect stating that the Local Plan is anticipated to be issued in two years’ time 

and was removed from the paragraph before adoption. 

4.2. It was resolved unanimously to approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on 09 July 
2018 as a true record. 

5. Reports from East Sussex County Council (ESCC) 
5.1. Cllr Standley informed that there have been rumours in the Press that the County Council is 

in the same position at Northampton and Somerset County Councils which are untrue. They 
do have to find £45m of savings over the next three years but they have a plan and they are 
working through it. 

5.2. ESCC has been awarded the level of outstanding, the highest level achievable, for Children’s 
Services which is very good news. 

5.3. ESCC is still looking into possible ways to retain the provision of music services. 

5.4. ESCC has a very high percentage of over 85 year olds and 65 year olds and therefore needs 
a high level of funding for adult social care. Funding problems arise due to the county’s low 
business rates income compared to other counties. The incorrect rumours have at least 
raised awareness at Westminster. 

5.5. The meeting was informed that Wealdlink are concerned that ESCC may withdraw their 
funding for Community Transport. Cllr Standley will look into this but understands that ESCC 
will contribute towards Community Transport if Parish Councils continue to. 

5.6. Cllr Standley will look into the timescales for Highways to resurface the A267 near Great 
Trodgers Farm and at Mayfield roundabout. 

5.7. The meeting was informed that the Parish Council will be advised of any cuts to services 
which will impact on them as soon as possible however as their funding is not agreed until 
February it is not possible to ensure that it will be before the 2019/20 budget is set. 

6. Reports from Wealden District Council (WDC) 
6.1. Cllr Brian Redman informed that it is anticipated that due to the number of self-build windfall 

properties, any Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) payable to the Parish Council will be 
minimal. 

6.2. There has been a change of opinion in the allocation of 50 dwellings at the Cricket Club if they 
do not relocate. It was previously thought that the 50 properties would be allocated to 
Mayfield as windfalls raising the total in the Local Plan to 69, however it now transpires that 
they could be allocated elsewhere in the district 

6.3. The Parish Council will therefore need to consider the necessity of a Neighbourhood Plan and 
weigh up whether it is financially viable. 

6.4. If a neighbourhood Plan is adopted it would increase any CIL payments by 10% however if the 
Cricket Club relocation does not go ahead any qualifying CIL would be minimal. It was 
confirmed that it would be possible to use any CIL funding towards a new Community Hall. 

6.5. The closing date for the Local Plan is 08 October 2018. The Parish Council needs to look at 
the compliance and soundness of the document.  

6.6. Despite all the recent problems, waste collection is still at 99%. WDC have exercised their 
stepping rights with the Kier contract which enables them to engage other contractors to 
collect waste and charge Kier. The missed collections have been the result of too few drivers. 

6.7. WDC has received high satisfaction rates for provision of services and charging rates. 

7. Finance Report (previously circulated) 
7.1. The Finance Report to 31 July 2018 was reviewed. Expenditure was a little below average. 
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7.2. The Section 106 money from the Love Lane development amounting to just under £47,000 for 
playground equipment has been received from WDC. 

7.3. The Finance Report and expenditure was approved. 

8. Minutes for adoption (previously circulated) 
8.1. Minute 6.1 of the Planning meeting of 13 August was amended to include amendments to 

condition 9 on the consultation description. 

8.2. The Parish Council resolved to adopt the following committee minutes and they were signed by 
the Chairman: 

• Planning Executive     23 July 2018 
13 August 2018 

• Community Safety and Traffic Advisory  30 July 2018 

Matters arising from the minutes 
8.3. There were no matters arising from the minutes. 

9. Wealden Local Plan Consultation (information previously circulated) 
9.1. Councillors were requested to forward their consultation responses to the Clerk by 24 

September 2018. There will be a meeting at 9am on Monday 01 October 2018 in the Parish 
Council office to compile the official response from the Parish Council. Councillors are 
requested to attend if possible. 

9.2. It was reiterated that there is an absolute requirement for an alternative site to be acquired, 
developed and up and running before any housing development on the existing Cricket Club 
site can commence. 

9.3. If this is not achieved WDC will look at where the 50 new dwellings can be allocated in the 
district which may not be Mayfield. 

9.4. It is important for Councillors to consider whether the Local Plan is legally sound with regards to 
the allocation of housing at the Cricket Club and whether there has been sufficient dialogue 
with the Parish Council for its inclusion in the document. 

9.5. After the consultation closes the Local Plan will be sent to the Planning Inspector who will 
ensure that it is legally sound and, if required, make recommendations to WDC to make it 
sound. 

9.6. It was confirmed that windfalls have been allocated to other villages in the north of the district 
with development boundaries. 

9.7. The County and District councillors left the meeting after this agenda item at 20:20. 

10. War Memorials (information previously circulated) 
10.1. The purchase of two Silent Soldier Silhouettes for £500 for the War Memorials was ratified. 

10.2. The design of the replacement railings for Mayfield War Memorial was discussed. 

10.3. Concern was raised into the strength of the railings to support the weight of a child and will be 
investigated.          Action JT 

10.4. It was agreed to apply for Listed Building Planning Permission for the new railings. 

Action JT 
10.5.  It was agreed to purchase two sprays of three poppies and two sprays of five poppies to 

install on the existing railings during the Remembrance period.   Action JT 

10.6. The Silent Soldiers will be added to the insurance schedule.   Action JT 
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11. Mayfield play area upgrade (information previously circulated) 
11.1. The MAFAPC Play Area Upgrade Request for Quotation v1.3 was discussed. A clause for the 

contractor to provide a copy of their Data Protection Policy and they demonstrate that they 
are GDPR compliant will included.       Action JT 

11.2. The document will be uploaded to the Government’s Contact Finder website on 12 September 
2018. The contract will be placed by 31 December 2018 with installation completed by 17 
May 2019. 

11.3. The Request for Quotation will be forwarded to the contractors who have already consulted 
with the Parish Council on the playground upgrade.    Action JT 

12. Mayfield Memorial Hall and Old Library (information previously circulated) 
12.1. Councillors are extremely supportive of the services that MAYFACS provides and approved 

the plans to extend the Old Library to provide an office with kitchen and toilet facilities with 
the understanding that no funding will be required from the Parish Council. Action JT 

12.2. The Terms of Reference for the feasibility study to create a new community centre for 
Mayfield was approved. 

12.3. Councillors Weavers, Miles and Lilly agreed to represent the Parish Council on the steering 
group to discuss the village requirements for a new hall. 

12.4. The feasibility study will be provided pro bono however a local resident has been identified to 
provide a costing report for £1k which could be shared by the Parish Council and Memorial 
Hall Management Committee. The meeting agreed that this was a reasonable fee. 

12.5. It was suggested that the costings of the Punnets Town village hall could be investigated. 

12.6. The Chairman of Five Ashes Hall was thanked for input provided. 

13. Mobile phone coverage 
13.1. There have been complaints that the strength of mobile phone service in Mayfield has 

deteriorated over the last few months. 

13.2. Advice has been received that as Mayfield was recently considered for a new mast, but the 
site was rejected, it could be a while before it is Mayfield’s turn to be considered again. 

13.3. Cllr Simmons will be requested to investigate whether the mobile signal direction could have 
been changed to accommodate a new housing development in Heathfield. Action JT 

13.4. It is understood that St Dunstan’s are looking into the possibility of installing a mast in the 
church steeple. 

14. Community Wardens (information previously circulated) 
14.1. The services that Community Wardens would be able to provide for the community was 

discussed at the Community Safety and Traffic Committee meeting in July.  

14.2. As Community Wardens would not have the authority to issue parking tickets or be Highways 
accredited to carry out minor maintenance work, the Committee recommends that the Parish 
Council does not engage a warden. 

14.3. The salary of a Community Warden is around £30K per annum with additional costs for 
transport provision and uniform. 

14.4. It was agreed unanimously to not pursue the engagement of a Community Warden. 

15. Updates from Committees  
15.1. Finance and General Purposes 

• Nothing further to report. 

15.2. Rights of Ways and Trees 
• Nothing further to report. 
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15.3. Planning Committee 
• Nothing further to report. 

15.4. Community Safety and Traffic 
• Nothing further to report. 

15.5. Community Development 
• There is a meeting next Monday 

16. Updates from representatives (for information only) 
16.1. The Wealdlink Services report May – July 2018 was previously circulated. 

16.2. Wealdlink are extremely concerned that they could lose funding from ESCC and that they will 
be forced to comply with EU legislation designed to control national transport companies 
rather than small community transport providers. 

16.3. They are lobbying Westminster to amend legislation so it does not apply to community 
transport. If they are unsuccessful it would affect the bus service to Crowborough, the 
provision of transport by the Scout and Guides minibus, the Age Concern bus and 
Community Cars. 

16.4. Parish Councils to the north of Mayfield and west of Tunbridge Wells feel that Gatwick is not 
doing enough towards noise abatement.  

16.5. It was apparent that the number of flights over Mayfield significantly increased during the 
summer months. 

17. Other items of information and next agenda items 
17.1. The meeting was informed that the new stationer in the High Street has applied to 

incorporate a Post Office. It is hoped that if they are successful it might open in time for 
Christmas. 

17.2. The West Street safety railings have been completely replaced. 

The meeting ended at 21:14 
The next meeting of Mayfield and Five Ashes Parish Council will be: 
Venue:  Five Ashes Village Hall 
Date:  Monday 08 October 2018 
Time:  19:30 hours 
 
 
 
…………………………………..Chairman’s Signature  ………………..Date 
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Actions in Progress: 
MINUTE DESCRIPTION STATUS 
Actions from meeting C10SEP18 

10.3 Enquire about strength of war memorial railings JT Open 
10.4 Apply for listed building planning consent for war memorial railings JT Open 

10.5 Commission supply of sprays of poppies JT Open 
10.6 Add Silent Soldier to insurance schedule and asset register JT Open 

11.1 Add clause for GDPR and Data Protection to RFQ document JT Open 
11.3 Forward RFQ to contractors who have already consulted with PC JT Open 

12.1 Inform MAYFACS of PC approval of extension plans JT Open 

13.3 Request that Cllr Simmons investigates whether mobile signal has moved JT Open 
    
 


